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INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSASSINATION OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1978 

House of Representatives, 

Select Committee on Assassinations, 

Washington, D.C. 

The select committee met, pursuant to adjournment, at 9:10 a.m., 
in room 345, Cannon House Office Building, Hon. Louis Stokes 
(chairman of the select committee) presiding. 

Present: Representatives Stokes, Devine, Preyer, McKinney, 
Fauntroy, Sawyer, Dodd, and Edgar. 

Also present: G. Robert Blakey, chief counsel and staff director; 
Alan Hausman, staff counsel; William Webb, staff counsel; and 
Elizabeth L. Berning, chief clerk. 

Chairman Stokes. As the Select Committee on Assassinations 
continues its hearings into the death of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., it is appropriate once again to comment on certain aspects of 
the public presentation of the results of our investigation. 

As I have said before, the select committee has divided its man- 
date, which derives from House Resolution 222, into four questions: 

First, who assassinated Dr. King? 

Second, did the assassin or assassins have help? That is, was 
there a conspiracy? 

Third, what was the quality of the performance of the agencies, 
chiefly the FBI, that investigated the assassination? 

And fourth, what recommendations should the committee make 
for the future? 

Although public interest may focus primarily on the conspiracy 
question, the committee considers each of them to be of equal 
importance. 

Last August, as those of you who have followed our hearings will 
recall, the evidence that was presented dealt with the facts and 
circumstances of Dr. King’s death and their connection, if any, 
with the activities of the convicted assassin, James Earl Ray. We 
will continue today with that aspect of the investigation. Then, 
starting tomorrow and for the rest of the month, we will turn to 
unanswered questions that have a bearing on the conspiracy issue. 
In addition, we will examine the performance of the FBI in its 
surveillance of Dr. King prior to his death and in its investigation 
of his murder. 

As I have noted, the committee has strived throughout its inves- 
tigation to develop the recommendations — both legal and adminis- 
trative— that it will consider for the future. These recommenda- 
tions will be the specific topic for discussion in 2 days of public 
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hearings next month. As unpleasant as it is, there is a real pros- 
pect that this Nation will face political assassinations in the future. 
Eight American Presidents — nearly one in four — have been the 
target of assassins’ bullets, and four died as a result. As the Na- 
tional Commission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence ob- 
served in 1969: 

Violence has been a recurring theme in American life, rising to a crescendo 
whenever social movements — agrarian reform, abolition, reconstruction, organized 
labor— have challenged the established order * * * such periods have often pro- 
duced assassinations of * * * prominent persons. Consistently, they have subjected 
potential leaders to vilification and threats to their safety. 

It is crucial, therefore, that we prepare for them, and there is no 
better time to do so than when the Nation is in a period of relative 
calm. 

As I have also noted in the past, the primary purpose of these 
hearings is to give the committee staff an opportunity to present in 
public key evidence on essential issues in the investigation. The 
hearings also serve as a forum for the committee to undertake to 
evaluate the evidence. Nevertheless, I should caution you that 
neither the committee nor its staff is trying to prove or disprove 
any particular theory. Instead, the committee intends to consider 
the best available evidence on a given point, evidence that may 
prove or disprove this or that theory, or be insufficient to lead to a 
judgment either way. We are exploring what the truth may be; as 
a committee, we have no preconceived notions. 

Speaking about the quality of evidence available to the commit- 
tee, it would be instructive to look back to our hearings on the 
assassination of President Kennedy. In the Kennedy case, the com- 
mittee had access to an abundance of high-quality evidence, often 
the hard stuff of science, to establish what happened in Dallas. In 
the King case, unfortunately, less scientific evidence is available — 
there were for example no photographs taken at the instant of the 
murder, no tapes made of the sound of rifle fire as there were in 
Dallas. Consequently, it will be necessary here to rely more on 
documents and human memories. 

There are, of course, sharp differences in the quality of various 
types of evidence. Those differences need to be explicitly noted 
here. Human testimony is qualified by perception and memory, to 
say nothing of bias or motive to lie. It is, therefore, less reliable 
than documents prepared, not for litigation, but to establish an 
accurate record of events. In turn, documents are less dependable 
than scientific analysis. 

Finally, on the subject of evidence, let me say that while we may 
not always know what we might wish to know with the degree and 
certitude that we might like, the committee is still obligated to 
make public what it has learned. The obligation stems from the 
nature of legislative proceedings, which these hearings are, as op- 
posed to a judicial trial. 

This leads then to my next point. These are legislative hearings, 
not a trial, criminal or otherwise. Consequently, there is no indict- 
ment; there is no defendant. The normal rules of evidence that 
control judicial proceedings do not, therefore, apply. It follows, 
therefore, that a special duty of restraint is imposed on this com- 
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mittee, one that should also be assumed by those who follow our 
hearings. 

It is this: The evidence being presented should not be stretched 
beyond what is fairly established — and it should not be sensationa- 
lized. 

This note of caution is especially applicable to the conspiracy 
issue, all the more so when indications of association are being 
considered. Evidence should be taken for what it shows — no more, 
no less. 

As I have said before, while conspiracy is founded on association, 
more than association is required to establish it. To reason that 
guilt goes hand-in-hand with association — the principle of guilt by 
association — is abhorrent in a free society. We must examine evi- 
dence carefully, reserving judgment until all available facts are 
known, reaching conclusions only to the extent that the evidence 
fully justifies them. 

I must also caution again that even with the completion of these 
public hearings, our job will not be over. Obviously, it will not be 
possible here for us to consider every question of concern, or even 
to consider all evidence on those questions heard. Much ground has 
been covered in our executive hearings, our depositions, field inter- 
views, and file reviews, and we will publish in our final report the 
information obtained and an analysis of it. What we intend to 
present in these hearings is a distillation of more than a year of 
effort by the committee and its staff. I recognize that there will be 
loose ends. Most of them we hope to tie down in the final report, 
but frankly life itself contains loose ends. As I have said before, not 
every question asked can be answered to the satisfaction of every- 
one. 

I would now like to call on my colleague, Mr. Walter Fauntroy, 
the distinguished Representative of the District of Columbia and 
chairman of the King assassination subcommittee, in order for him 
to bring us up to date with a review of our public hearings on the 
King assassination that were held this past August. Mr. Fauntroy. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

As Chairman Stokes observed, the committee began its public 
hearings into the death of Dr. Martin Luther King last August. 
Almost 3 months have passed since then, so it may be helpful to 
those who have followed our hearings to review the evidence that 
the committee has heard. 

Over 5 days of hearings in August, the committee examined the 
life of Dr. King and what happened in Memphis on April 4, 1968. 
We listened to a review of Dr. King’s life that showed how the 20th 
century civil rights movement arguably paralleled the career of Dr. 
King. As Professor Blakey said, “His life and its steady movement 
toward freedom, justice, equality, and peace pose difficult, terribly 
difficult questions, going into the reasons for his death.” 

The ultimate question seemingly came down to this: 

Was Dr. King’s death unrelated to his life, was it a senseless act; 
or did it, like his life, have meaning? 

Our leadoff witness on August 14 was Dr. Ralph Abernathy, Dr. 
King’s close friend and trusted associate, and his chosen successor 
as president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. Dr. 
Abernathy described the three stages of the civil rights movement 



4 


that virtually paralleled Dr. King’s own personal career — first, the 
drive to end segregation; second, the fight to integrate American 
society; and third, the campaign for economic justice and world 
peace. He related how Dr. King’s last trip to Memphis, in support 
of the sanitation workers’ strike, was in keeping with his personal 
participation in efforts to achieve social justice for the poor of our 
Nation. 

Dr. Abernathy also vividly recounted for the committee Dr. 
King’s last days and his last moments, and how his friend, quite 
literally, died in his arms. He admonished the committee to get to 
the root of the assassination. “Dr. King had a heart of love,” said 
Dr. Abernathy. “He was a drum major for justice and equality, and 
whomsoever slew the dreamer and sought to destroy his dreams 
should be known to the American people.” 

Having listened to the facts and circumstances surrounding Dr. 
King’s life and death, the committee then turned to medical sci- 
ence in an effort to learn what it might say about his death. Dr. 
Michael Baden, the chief medical examiner from New York City, 
was the spokesman for the committee’s panel of forensic patholo- 
gists. He testified that Dr. King died as a result of a single gunshot 
wound that entered the right side of his face approximately an 
inch to the right and a half-inch below the mouth. The bullet 
fractured Dr. King’s jaw, exited the lower part of the face and re- 
entered the body in the neck area. It then severed numerous vital 
arteries and fractured the spine in several places, causing severe 
damage to the spinal column, and coming to rest on the left side of 
the back, below the scapula. 

The medical panel reviewed the emergency room treatment of 
Dr. King and the autopsy procedures by the Memphis medical 
examiner. Its conclusions, as outlined by Dr. Baden, were the fol- 
lowing: 

One, every effort was made to save Dr. King, but he was essen- 
tially dead on arrival at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Memphis. 

Two, the autopsy findings of the medical examiner were accu- 
rate. 

Three, there were no traces of gunpowder in the clothing or in 
Dr. King’s wounds (meaning the shot was fired from at least 30 
inches away). 

Four, there were particles left by a lead bullet on Dr. King’s 
clothing. 

Five, the wounds were caused by the bullet recovered from Dr. 
King’s body. 

The panel also shed what light it could on the point of origin of 
the shot, using data supplied Jby the committee’s engineering con- 
sultant as well as eyewitness testimony of Dr. King’s location and 
posture at the moment he was struck. It suggested that the shot 
was probably fired from the direction of the roominghouse at 422 Vz 
South Main Street, but the panel could not, from the medical 
evidence alone, determine that it was from the bathroom window 
on the second floor or from the shrubbery below the window, as 
various people have argued. 

Next, Mr. Chairman, the committee sought to determine for 
itself what, if any, role James Earl Ray, the convicted assassin, 
played in the death of Dr. King. Ray was brought from Brushy 
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Mountain State Penitentiary in Petros, Tenn., to present to the 
committee his version of his activities from his escape from Missou- 
ri State Penitentiary on April 23, 1967, to his arrest for the murder 
of Dr. King in London on June 8, 1968. 

Ray’s version, given in the form of a prepared statement, took 
approximately 1 hour to read. In essence, he denied any participa- 
tion in the death of Dr. King; offered an alibi for his whereabouts 
at the time of the assassination; and suggested that the assassina- 
tion must have been the work of a man named Raoul. 

The examination of Mr. Ray by the committee was based on the 
evidence from which it might be inferred that Ray, in fact, first, 
stalked Dr. King; participated in the assassination itself; was not in 
the gas station as he said at the time of the assassination; and the 
suggestion that the mysterious individual named Raoul, who, ac- 
cording to Ray, masterminded the assassination plot, probably did 
not exist. 

Now the question of stalking. That Dr. King was probably being 
stalked by Ray, for example, was a theme developed by the evi- 
dence. Martin Luther King, Jr., was in Los Angeles the week of 
March 16, 1968, recruiting for the poor people’s campaign. It was 
announced March 16 he would be returning East to recruit for the 
poor people’s campaign; that announcement appeared in the writ- 
ten press on the 17th, the committee addressed Mr. Ray’s conten- 
tion that he did not plan to go to Atlanta when he left Los Angeles 
on March 17, 1968. Nor did he even know, Mr. Ray claimed, that 
Atlanta was Dr. King’s home and the SCLC headquarters. Mr. Ray 
was somewhat taken aback, however, when Chairman Stokes pro- 
duced a postal change-of-address card submitted by Ray under the 
Galt alias, prior to his departure from California, with General 
Delivery, Atlanta, listed as the point to which mail should be 
forwarded from Los Angeles. Mr. Ray’s contention is that he left 
Los Angeles en route to New Orleans, arriving there on March 21. 
Thereafter, he received instructions from the mysterious Raoul to 
go to Birmingham. He took a rather circuitous route to Birming- 
ham, which brought him to Selma, Ala., March 22, the time Dr. 
King is known to have been in that area for the purpose of recruit- 
ing. His statement is that subsequently he went to Atlanta, arriv- 
ing on March 24, and leaving on March 29. He has insisted that he 
did not return to Atlanta until April 5, again having left Atlanta 
on March 29 for Birmingham. 

His account was that he completed his rifle purchase in Birming- 
ham on March 30, then proceeded on a slow drive to Memphis, 
although he was a bit vague as to where he stopped over on the 
trip. He was adamant, however, in his denial of doubling back to 
Atlanta on the weekend when Dr. King returned home from Wash- 
ington the weekend of March 30-31. “I know I didn’t return to 
Atlanta,” Mr. Ray testified. “If I did, I will just take responsibility 
for the King case here on TV.” 

Mr. Ray was visibly shaken when Chairman Stokes then pro- 
duced a ticket indicating he had dropped off his laundry at the 
Piedmont Cleaners in Atlanta on April 1. Ray indicated that the 
date on the ticket should have been March 25. Ray, therefore, 
challenged the committee exhibit as either a mistake by the clerk 
at the laundry or a forged document. In testimony the following 
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day by Annie Estelle Peters, an employee of Piedmont Cleaners, 
now retired, the authenticity of the document, however, was con- 
firmed; Mrs. Peters produced the original counter book, and it 
corroborated the April 1 date on the ticket. It was not, as Mr. Ray 
had claimed, either a mistake or a forgery. 

Similarly, Mr. Chairman, it was brought out that Mr. Ray had 
been inconsistent in his descriptions of the mysterious Raoul, por- 
traying him variously as a blond-haired Latin, a red-haired French 
Canadian and a sandy-haired Latin. Indeed, Mr. Ray was unable to 
produce one witness to vouch for Raoul’s existence, despite a sup- 
posed 9-month association during which they met, according to Mr. 
Ray, in six motels, two roominghouses and five bars and restau- 
rants in six different cities. One witness who might have seen them 
together, James Garner, the proprietor of an Atlanta rooming- 
house, was described by Mr. Ray as nodding off to sleep at the 
time, but the committee produced a statement by Mr. Garner in 
which he says he recalls seeing Mr. Ray but no one answering the 
description of Raoul. 

With Mr. Ray still at the witness table, it was announced that 
the committee had received evidence of substantial and damaging 
statements Mr. Ray is alleged to have made to a prison guard 
while he was in custody in London. In an effort to be fair, the 
committee presented the statement of the prison guard to Mr. Ray 
for comment, in order that he might have an opportunity to re- 
spond to it before the credibility of the testimony itself was tested 
during the appearance of the witness. 

The committee also directed its attention to Mr. Ray’s claim that 
at the time of the shooting of Dr. King he was in a service station 
several blocks away from the murder scene. In support of the alibi, 
Mark Lane, Mr. Ray’s attorney, had produced two witnesses to Mr. 
Ray’s presence at the station, Thomas I. Wilson, since deceased, 
and Coy Dean Cowden. The committee heard testimony from the 
following witnesses: Mr. Cowden himself admitted the story he 
gave to Mr. Lane was total fabrication, one he concocted at the 
request of a friend who had been retained as a private investigator 
for the Ray defense. Mr. Cowden said that on the day of the King 
assassination, he was not even in Memphis; rather, he was at his 
home in Texas. He said that Mr. Lane went for his story “Hook, 
line and sinker.” 

Staff investigator Ernestine Johnson then testified that she in- 
terviewed a friend of the late Mr. Wilson, one who said he was 
with Mr. Wilson at the time of the shooting and who claimed they 
were not at the service station in question. 

The owner of the service station and his son each testified that 
they were at their service station on the afternoon of April 4, 1968, 
and that they do not recall seeing either Mr. Ray or the white 
Mustang he was driving. 

That brings us, Mr. Chairman, to where we are now. 

Today, the committee will take testimony on various admissions 
Mr. Ray has allegedly made. The committee will also consider 
further the scientific evidence in the King assassination. 

Tomorrow, the committee will examine possible motives in the 
assassination. It will then be appropriate to begin taking up unan- 
swered questions in the conspiracy area. 
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Next week, and for the balance of the public hearings, we will 
directly delve into the themes you mentioned earlier, Mr. Chair- 
man, conspiracy and the performance of the agencies, in particular 
the FBI. 

Chairman Stokes. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chair now recognizes Professor Blakey. 

NARRATION BY G. ROBERT BLAKEY, CHIEF COUNSEL AND 
STAFF DIRECTOR 

Mr. Blakey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

In any investigation, evidence may be gathered from a variety of 
sources: The physical world, documents, and, of course, human 
testimony, including that of the accused himself. Much of the evi- 
dence in this committee's investigation of the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., as you mentioned earlier, Mr. Chairman, 
is, in fact, based on human testimony. In turn, much of that 
testimony has also come from the convicted assassin himself, 
James Earl Ray. Mr. Ray has hardly stood on the right of every 
accused person to remain silent. Since his arrest, Mr. Ray has been 
the source of voluminous information, which has been presented in 
various books, articles and on national television. 

Mr. Ray has also been an important source of evidence for this 
committee. In interviews over 40 hours in total length, he has 
recounted his story in considerable detail. But while he has been a 
ready informant, Mr. Ray's statements have often been trouble- 
some because of their contradictions, both with statements from 
other sources and even, in many instances, with themselves. Conse- 
quently, in its effort to reach the truth, the committee will have to 
evaluate carefully the various statements made by Mr. Ray on 
each of the occasions for which a record has been made or for 
which there may be a trustworthy witness. The second category 
includes attorneys for Ray, prison officials and guards, fellow in- 
mates and writers. 

In a number of cases, Mr. Ray’s alleged statements amount to an 
admission against interest, some of which can even be construed as 
confessions. For this reason, the committee will have to be careful 
in evaluating the statements to consider its surrounding facts and 
circumstances, including what is known about Mr. Ray’s state of 
mind at the time of his statement, the credibility of the person 
reporting the statement, as well as any possible ulterior motive he 
or she might have, and, in the case of a writer, any financial 
arrangements made with Mr. Ray. Each statement must, therefore, 
be considered on its own, although the cumulative effect of all 
must be weighed by the committee. 

Mr. Chairman, with this background in mind, it is now appropri- 
ate to review for the record a number of statements attributed to 
Mr. Ray. The most comprehensive confession made by Mr. Ray 
was, of course, the one he gave in open court in Memphis on March 
10, 1969, when he entered a plea of guilty in the King assassina- 
tion, and for which he received a 99-year sentence for murder in 
the first degree. The 56-paragraph stipulation of material facts, 
initialed by Mr. Ray and his attorney, Percy Foreman, delineated 
in detail Mr. Ray’s responsibility for the assassination. The judicial 
proceedings, reviewed in some detail before this committee last 
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August when Ray was here, also shows clearly that Ray was aware 
of his rights as well as the significance of his admission and its 
consequences. 

Granted, Mr. Ray later sought to withdraw his plea, arguing that 
it was not voluntary, and that he was not afforded the assistance of 
effective counsel. But the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit ruled on May 10, 1976, that Mr. Ray had voluntarily and 
knowingly pled guilty and that the evidence sustained the findings. 
In addition, the court found that Mr. Ray had failed to show he 
had been denied effective assistance of counsel. In December 1976, 
the Supreme Court of the United States refused to review the 
decision of the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. Absent dramatic 
new evidence on these issues, it is difficult to see how this commit- 
tee would be justified in rejecting the ultimate conclusions of these 
proceedings. 

Several other, perhaps less dramatic, statements by Mr. Ray 
after his arrest also tend to substantiate his participation in the 
assassination of Dr. King. His attorney, Mr. Foreman, has told the 
committee that not once in their 4-month association did Mr. Ray 
deny it, although he did advance theories tending to support his 
innocence to test Mr. Foreman’s view of their acceptability by a 
jury. Mr. Foreman also says Mr. Ray told him his brother, Jerry, 
was with him on the day he purchased the first of two rifles in 
Birmingham, suggesting a family-based conspiracy. Finally, Mr. 
Foreman recalls, Mr. Ray even punctured his own alibi by admit- 
ting the mysterious Raoul was a concocted figure. These admissions 
must, of course, be placed in the context of Mr. Ray’s break with 
Mr. Foreman after the guilty plea and sentence. The committee 
will have an opportunity, too, to hear from Mr. Foreman himself, 
since he will be a witness before this committee at a later date. 
Nevertheless, they are, if believed, damaging statements. 

Dr. McCarthy DeMere, the physician who attended Mr. Ray 
while he awaited trial in the Shelby County jail in Memphis, 
testified in 1976 evidentiary hearings on Mr. Ray’s habeas corpus 
petition for a new trial. Dr. DeMere said he examined Mr. Ray 
regularly, and they were on a very friendly basis. He also testified 
that in a final physical in March 1969, just before Mr. Ray’s 
transfer to the State penitentiary in Nashville, that he asked Mr. 
Ray if he really had been involved in the murder of Dr. King. Mr. 
Ray’s reply, according to Dr. DeMere, was in the affirmative, al- 
though he added, “I wasn’t by myself.” 

Here, too, context is important in evaluating these admissions. 
The committee must recall that Dr. DeMere is related to one of the 
prosecutors of Mr. Ray in the Tennessee trial. Dr. DeMere will also 
be a witness in a later hearing. 

Mr. Chairman, several law enforcement officers have also told of 
admissions against interest by Mr. Ray. One of their stories follows: 
Robert Jensen, special agent-in-charge of the Memphis FBI field 
office, interviewed Mr. Ray at the State penitentiary on March 13, 
1969, and reported by teletype to Washington headquarters that 
Mr. Ray indicated that a witness named Charlie Stephens could 
probably identify him since Mr. Stephens had “a good look ai him” 
in the roominghouse from which the shot that killed Dr. King was 
apparently fired. Agent Jensen repeated before the committee in 
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executive session the statement by Mr. Ray, a particularly damag- 
ing one, since Mr. Stephens is the witness who, immediately after 
the assassination, provided a tentative identification of the assas- 
sin. Mr. Stephens’ testimony, which has been challenged, would be 
buttressed substantially if, indeed, Mr. Ray conceded that he might 
have been identified by such a witness. Mr. Jensen will also appear 
before the committee on a later date. 

In 1977, Ray submitted to two polygraph tests, one for an article 
in Playboy magazine, another for a television report by Jack An- 
derson. In each, Mr. Ray denied personal participation in the 
murder of Dr. King, and in each, the examiner concluded Mr. Ray 
was lying. The committee commissioned a panel of polygraph ex- 
perts to review the two tests, with some interesting results. 

In the first test, the one for Playboy, Mr. Ray responded in the 
negative to the following questions: 

On April 4, 1968, did you shoot Martin Luther King, Jr.? 

Did you kill Martin Luther King, Jr.? 

Did you fire the shot that killed Martin Luther King, Jr.? 

Do you know for sure who killed Martin Luther King, Jr.? 

The committee panel unanimously agreed with the original ex- 
aminers that Mr. Ray was lying to each of the questions. 

Ray was also tested, during the Playboy examination, on the 
issue of conspiracy. The conclusion of the original Playboy examin- 
er was that he was truthful in denying the existence of a conspir- 
acy. When the Playboy charts were received by the committee’s 
panel, however, the experts found the charts inconclusive on the 
conspiracy issue. 

In the second test, Mr. Ray was again asked several questions 
bearing on his personal participation in the murder, but for a 
number of reasons the committee panel was unable to make con- 
clusive determinations about them. One of those reasons — a major 
one that the panel came to unanimously — was that Mr. Ray had 
created artificial physiological reactions — physiological reactions — 
in order to beat the test. The panel elaborated: 

Mr. Ray (had) apparently studied polygraph technique and was attempting to 
create lie- type reactions to the control questions in order to cause the polygraphist 
to believe he was more concerned with the control questions rather than the 
relevant issues — indicating that he was truthful when he answered the relevant 
questions. 

There is one final allegation of an admission by Mr. Ray war- 
ranting note here — it is new and dramatic — the one, Mr. Chair- 
man, that was read into the record in the committee’s hearing last 
August by Congressman Devine at the specific request of Mr. Ray 
and his counsel. It was made by Alexander Anthony Eist, a former 
chief inspector with the London Metropolitan Police, who was as- 
signed to guard Mr. Ray after his arrest on June 8, 1968. 

In a statement to the committee, Inspector Eist told of his con- 
versations with Mr. Ray while they sat together in a jail cell. In 
them, Inspector Eist testified, Mr. Ray explained how he escaped 
from Missouri State Prison and supported himself by holdups while 
a fugitive. Further, Mr. Ray expressed a hatred for Blacks and an 
interest in going to Africa to fight in a Foreign Legion. 

More incriminating, Mr. Ray is alleged to have told Inspector 
Eist that while fleeing the scene of the assassination he threw 
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away his rifle when he spotted a policeman. Mr. Ray said he knew 
his fingerprints were on the rifle, though he felt that only a con- 
spiracy could be proved against him, since no one had seen him fire 
the shot. 

The committee will recall that Inspector Eist’s credibility was 
assailed by Mr. Lane in the hearing, when he charged that Eist 
had been “dismissed from the Metropolitan Police Force in dis- 
grace under charges of theft and perjurv.” Mr. Lane cited a British 
lawyer as saying Inspector Eist was <r a corrupt police official, a 
disgrace to the English police force.” 

In light of the significance of Inspector Eist’s story, if true, and 
the charges made against him by Mr. Ray’s attorney, it is impor- 
tant that the committee and the American people have an opportu- 
nity to evaluate Inspector Eist’s testimony. 

Inspector Eist was born on March 26, 1929. He joined the Metro- 
politan Police Force on June 14, 1948, and he was honorably re- 
tired after 28 Y 2 years with the rank of detective chief inspector. 

In June 1968, Inspector Eist was a detective sergeant with an 
elite unit, known as the flying squad, stationed at Scotland Yard. 
On June 8, he was summoned to the Cannon Row Police Station 
and instructed to sit in a cell and guard a prisoner later identified 
to him as James Earl Ray. 

Inspector Eist is currently the proprietor of the Greenman Pub- 
lick House in Cambridge, England. 

It would be appropriate at this time, Mr. Chairman, to call 
Inspector Eist. 

Chairman Stokes. The committee calls Mr. Eist. 

TESTIMONY OF ALEXANDER EIST, RETIRED DETECTIVE CHIEF 

INSPECTOR, METROPOLITAN POLICE FORCE, LONDON, ENG- 
LAND 

Chairman Stokes. Mr. Eist, please stand to be sworn. Raise your 
right hand, please, sir. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you will give before this 
committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Eist. I do, sir. 

Chairman Stokes. The Chair recognizes staff counsel Alan Haus- 
man. 

Mr. Hausman. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

First I would like to thank Mr. Eist for taking the time to come 
to Washington to testify today. We hope that his testimony can 
clarify some of the questions raised when Mr. Eist’s statement 
taken on August 4, 1978 by committee investigators, was read into 
the committee’s record as MLK exhibit F-92 during the commit- 
tee’s August 18 public hearing. 

Mr. Eist, what is your current address? 

Mr. Eist. The Greenman Publick House, Six Miles Bottom, Cam- 
bridge, England. 

Mr. Hausman. What is your date of birth? 

Mr. Eist. March 26, 1929. 

Mr. Hausman. What is your current occupation? 

Mr. Eist. I am a licensee — publican. 

Mr. Hausman. Of the Greenman Pub? 
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Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. Will you please explain to the committee what a 
licensee is? 

Mr. Eist. Well, I am licensed by police authorities to supply 
liquor in a public house. 

Mr. Hausman. In order for you to be licensed by the police must 
you pass high character standards and have a clean record? 

Mr. Eist. Very much so, yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. Prior to becoming a licensee of a pub in England, 
what was your occupation? 

Mr. Eist. I served 28 years with the Metropolitan Police in 
England. 

Mr. Hausman. And what rank did you reach while you served 
with the Metropolitan Police? 

Mr. Eist. Chief inspector. 

Mr. Hausman. What were your duties as chief inspector? 

Mr. Eist. Well, I was with various squads. I was with what is 
known as the flying squad, the robbery squad. I was in charge of 
the regional crime squad. 

Mr. Hausman. What was your last operational assignment 
before retiring, sir? 

Mr. Eist. I was in charge of three police stations. That is, from 
the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) point of view. 

Mr. Hausman. And were you in charge of a large number of men 
at that time? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, I was, yes. 

Mr. Hausman. Approximately how many, do you recall? 

Mr. Eist. At any one time it could have been up to 100. 

Mr. Hausman. When did you join the Metropolitan Police? 

Mr. Eist. Sorry, sir? 

Mr. Hausman. When did you join the Metropolitan Police Force? 

Mr. Eist. June 14, 1948. 

Mr. Hausman. And how long did you serve with them? 

Mr. Eist. Twenty-eight years, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. When did you leave the Police Force? 

Mr. Eist. 1976. 

Mr. Hausman. Mr. Chairman, at this time I would ask that a 
copy of Mr. Eist’s certificate of retirement which has been pre- 
marked MLK exhibit F-137 be entered into the record. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the 
record at this point. 

[The information follows:] 
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MLK Exhibit F-137 

METROPOLITAN POLICE 


4060 


vThis is to certify that .. Uexander.jmlmy..£lSTi.&*E*ii, ...... ............... 

Comtsstoner's Offtaz....... Division 

joined the Metropolitan Police, as Constable, on the 14 th. 

day of .fQfiUU.' 19..4&., and on the.~. day of 

• — /.... 19.255..., 

1 



^STONER, Of 


{ for Commissioner 
of Police 
of the Metropolis 

......... ..... 197 ^. 

This certificate Is Issued without ensure. 




13 



36-411 0 - 79-2 
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Mr. Hausman. MLK exhibit F-137 is a certificate signed by the 
Commissioner of Police that states: 

This is to certify that Alexander Antony Eist, joined the Metropolitan 

Police as Constable on the 14th day of June 1948, and on the 26th day of February, 
1976, as Chief Inspector, retired, having been pensioned on being found medically 
unfit for police duties. 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. Is that a document you gave to the committee? 

Mr. Eist. That is, sir, yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. Thank you, sir. 

Exactly under what circumstances did you leave the Metropoli- 
tan Police? 

Mr. Eist. Well, I developed a thyroid complaint and that was the 
reason for my retirement. 

Mr. Hausman. And you were honorably retired on a medical 
with full pension? 

Mr. Eist. I was, yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. Mr. Chairman, at this time I would ask that a 
copy of Mr. Eist’s certificate of identity of award of Metropolitan 
Police pension be entered into the record. It has been premarked as 
MLK exhibit F-138. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it will be entered into the 
record. 

[The information follows:] 
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MLK Exhibit F-138 


Form A. 


METROPOLITAN POLICE PENSION 


CERTIFICATE OF IDENTITY 

Thle form Is the property of the Receiver ter the Metropolitan 
PoOea District and the pensioner should take cm of ft. 


THE CERTIFICATE IS NO SECURITY WHATEVER FOR DEBT. THIS PENSION 
CANNOT BE ASSIGNED OR CHARGED (Sm Sac. 7(1). Police Pensions Act 1MB). 



1 Pe n si o n s of retired Metropolitan Police off! cere are paid in advance on the 6th of the month. The Initial payment 
ho wev er , will cover the period from the dote of commencement of the pension to the 6th of the following month. Thereafter, 


I f A lio pe n aio n Is ov e r £ 600 e y e ar , payment will be made by bank cheque. P e ns i on s of und e r £6 00 e- y e o wwey ho pa id b y 
bank cheq u e er Gi ro eh ag u e ee th e - p e n ei a n a t - eh oa eee . Pensions may be paid by credit transfer to a bank nominated by 
the pensioner. 

- 2 Giro cheques must be cashed at a specified Post Office in Graat&ritHfrfor Eire and cannot be caahe^st any other Post 

Office. When cashing a Girojtimque this Certificate may be imoddSed as proof of identity. ThepensiSner must notify the 
Penaion Clark of the ad{Ites«of the Post Office at whichjjeetfshss his Giro cheques to be rnade-pSyabla. He must also give 
the earliest po^JHoTfiSmation of any change in hJeadSress or In the address of the PostOfflce at which be dasiree payment 
IndfeatingurfiSher the change is Bkdy to be perrfonent 

3 Pension instalments paid by bank cheque or Gir o ch e q ue w ill be tent to the pensioner personally. Those paid by 
credit transfer will be credited to the pensioner's bank account and details of the amount credited will be sent to the pensioner 


V 4 If a pensioner loeae Me Certificate of Identity he will be required to submit a Statutory Declaration under Section 18 of the 
Statutory Declarations Act, 1835. and a form will be supplied to him by the Pension Clark for the purpose. Thia declaration 
- must be made before a Justice or other person authorised by law to adminletar an oath and must be forwarded to the Pantion 
QaricwMi a written application for the f*su e of a hash Certificate of Identity. 


8 A pensioner will be ceded ypen at least once each year to produce evidence of his life in the form of a Ufa Certificate. 
The Life Certificate must be property completed and returned within seven days and no further payment will be made until It 
j has been received. TNa Certificate of Identity must be produced to the parean signing the Ufa Certificate. 

8 Where a pensioner takes service In any Police Force aaa regular policeman he should Inform the Pension Cleric immedlotafy. 
His pension may be suspended In whole or in part so long aa he remains In such service. 

7 A pensioner who Is In receipt of a pension granted under the provisions of the Police Constables (Naval and MUitny 
Service) Acts, 1 91 4 and 191 7, or the Police and Fireman (War Service) Acts, 1 939 and 1 944, must give immediate notice to the 
Pension Clerk of any variation in the amount of the pension or allowance payabl e to him by t he Department of Health end 
Social Security or Paymaster General. _____ 


8 A pensioner who receives any injury benefit or disablement pension under the provisions of the National Insurance 
“(Industrial Injuries) Act 1966, on account of an injury received during his police service must give immediate notice to the 

Pension Clerk of the amount and of any variation in the amount payable to him by the Department of Health and Social 
Security. 

9 A Giro cheque, bank cheque or notification of credit transfer will be forwarded to the pensioner's last known address 
each month without application being made by him but payment may be withheld (a) If the pensioner hat failed to comply 
with these instructions, until he has so complied, or (b) if he refuses to make any payment dud to the Receiver for the 
Metropolitan Police District until he has made such payment. Payment may also be withheld pending enquiry if It appears 
(e) that the pensioner Is insane or otherwise Incapacitated to act or (d) that the pensioner has brought himself within the 

- provisions of Regulation 69 of the Police Pensfona Regulations, 1973. 

10 On the death of the pensioner, this Certificate is to be returned forthwith by his representative*, or by any other person 
who comes into possession of It, to the Pension dark. Metropolitan Police, Finance Branch. Eeetbury House. 30-34 Albeit 
Embankment London, SE1 7UD, or It may be handed at the time the death Is registered to the Registrar of Deaths. 
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Th« attention of Pensioners a called to the following Statutory Provision* of the Police Pension* Act 1848 and 
tho PoOca P*n*k>n* Regulation* 1973. 


POLICE PENSIONS REGULATIONS 1973 

A* *° pW * 0r £^ 2 ^^ H ^ authofitv ^ whom • Pf n * ion " P*y«W® may in their 

as a regular policeman in any poUceforce. »nv period u no hich the pensioner la employed 

(2) TH* Regulation shall not apply to a widow'* pension or pension under Regulation 25. 

REGULATION 68. (1) Subject to paragraph (2), « poDce authority by whom an award is payable may determine 
thatdw award b* forfeited. In whole or in pan and permanently or temporarily a* they may specify. In any of the 
following cue that Is to tty. that the grantee 

<•) I* convicted of any offence and is sentenced to Imprisonment for a term exceeding twelve month*; or 

iJ has made ua* of the tea form* lli^credlubrt’^ 

'••Vi tatPWI*: or 

M *uppH« to any person or publlshe* In a manner which I* discreditable or Improper any information 
which ho had obtained In the course of employment in a poOce force; or 

W aoOdts or without the consent of the poflcs authority, accepts directly or indirectly any tastimonlal or 
gift having any pecuniary value on retirement from the force or otherwise in connection with hi* service in 
a police force; or 

(•) '"to • continue* In any bu lines*, occupation or employment ae a private detective, after the 

police authority have given him notice in writing requiring him on any reasonable grounds not to do to; 

Provided that e pension shall not be forfeited under sub-paragraph (b) unless reasonable warning has previously 
been given in writing by the police authority. 


(2) In the case of a penaion granted to e regular policeman, other than an injury pension, the police authority, in 
determining whether s forfeiture shall be permanent or temporary and affect the penaion in whole or In part 
may mate different determinations in respect of the secured and unsecured portions of the pension; but the 
•sewed portion of such a pension shall not be forfeited permanently and may only be forfeited temporarily for 
a parted expiring before he attains insured pensions ole age or for which he is Imprisoned or otherwise detained In 
legal custody. 


NOTE; In the above regulations any reference to the secured portion of a pension I* a reference to the portion 
of the pension which equal* th# graduated retirement benefit which would be payable to the pensioner, on the 
•aeumption that he retired from regular employment on attaining insured pensionable age. In return for a payment 
in Beu of contributions in respect of the whole or any period of non-participating employment by virtue of which 
hole entitled to reckon pensionable service for the purposes of the pension, being a period of non-participating 
employment at the end of which no payment In lieu of contributions in fact Ml to be made; and any reference to 
the unsecured portion of • pension shall be construed accordingly. For the purpose of this paragraph a period 
of non- participating employment shall be treated as continuing during periods of holiday, temporary incapacity 
for work and similar temporary Interruptions. 


REGULATION 81. (1) Where any sum Is du* on account of a pension, and any debt is dua to the police 
authority or, when the police authority is the police authority for th# metropolitan police district, to th# Receiver 
tar that district from the pensioner, to much of the said sum a* does not exceed the debt may be applied by the 
authority or aa the case may be, the Receiver in or towards the satisfaction of the debt: 

Provided that where the pension la an ordinary ill-health or short service pension end the sum due on account 
Ihsreof is in respect of a period beyond insured pensionable age. only so much of the sum aa la due on account 
of the unsecured portion of the pen bon may be applied as mentioned in this paragraph. 

(2) If ft appears to the police authority that a pensioner is by reason of mental disorder or otherwise Incapable of 
menagteg Ua affairs, the authority may in their discretion pay the pension or any part thereof to any person 
hoeing the car* of th* pensioner, and. in so far as they do not dispose of tho pension In that manner, may apply 
it bt such manner as they think fit for th* benefit of the pensioner or Us dependents. 

(4) Where any sum Is payable to a minor on account of a penaion, the authority may, if they think fit in lieu of 
paying the said sum to th# minor, pay it to such other person as they may determine. 

A person who receives any sum paid under this paragraph shall, subject to and in accordance with any directions 
of the police authority, apply the said sum tor the benefit of the minor. 

(8). A police authority shall obtain a good discharge by applying or paying sny sum In th* manner provided by 

u® ■ i, 1 1 > i,r>j s - 1 ^ i ^ .1 « . .x-- ( 


POLICE PENSIONS ACT 1948 

SECTION 7. (1) Every assignment of or charge on a pension granted under the regulations made under section 
one of this Act, and every agreement to assign or charge such a pension, shall except so far aa it is made for 
the benefit of the family of the pensioner, be void, and on the bankruptcy of the pensioner such a pension shall 
not paa* to any trustee or other person acting on behalf of the creditors. 

(2) If any person obtains or attempts ' to obtain tor himself or any other person any pension under any such 
regulations as aforesaid by maiming or injuring himself, or causing himself to be maimed or injured, or otherwise 
producing disease or infirmity, he shall be liable on conviction or Indictment to imprisonment tor a term not 
exceeding two years, or on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three months or to a fine 
pgf, exceeding twemy-five pounds. 
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Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman, may I simply ask that the other 
mike be moved a little closer to the witness? 

Chairman Stokes. Certainly. 

Mr. Hausman. Let me just note that exhibit F-138 is a Metro- 
politan Police Pension Certificate of Identity showing that Mr. 
Alexander Antony Eist, B.E.M., has been awarded a Metropolitan 
Police pension. 

Mr. Eist, while serving for over 28 years with the Metropolitan 
Police, did you ever receive any particular honors, awards, com- 
mendations, medals, anything of that nature? 

Mr. Eist. I did, yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. Can you please tell us what some of them were? 

Mr. Eist. Yes; I received 28 commendations for outstanding 
work. I was awarded the Queen’s Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medal. I was also awarded the British Empire Medal for Gallantry. 

Mr. Hausman. Thank you. In June 1968, what was your rank 
and assignment? 

Mr. Eist. In 1968 I was a sergeant on the flying squad. 

Mr. Hausman. And the flying squad was stationed at Scotland 
Yard? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. What were your duties at that time as sergeant 
on the flying squad? 

Mr. Eist. General duties in connection with the arrest of serious 
criminals. 

Mr. Hausman. And can you please tell us what the flying squad 
actually was? 

Mr. Eist. Well, the flying squad is a unit of men, about 100 
officers. It is formed so that you can detect serious crime without 
the hindrance of boundaries. You can go all over England. 

Mr. Hausman. In other words, the flying squad was not restrict- 
ed to the immediate London area? 

Mr. Eist. No. 

Mr. Hausman. Was the flying squad considered an elite unit at 
that time? 

Mr. Eist. It still is, yes, sir, very much so. 

Mr. Hausman. Who was your commanding officer in 1968 while 
you were on the flying squad? 

Mr. Eist. Mr. Thomas Butler. 

Mr. Hausman. Do you recall his rank at that time? 

Mr. Eist. Detective Chief Superintendent. 

Mr. Hausman. Is he still alive? 

Mr. Eist. No. Unfortunately he is dead, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. On June 8, 1968, did you receive an early morn- 
ing phone call from your supervisor, Detective Chief Superintend- 
ent Butler? 

Mr. Eist. I did, yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. Will you please tell us the circumstances of this 
call? 

Mr. Eist. I received the call in the early hours of the morning 
and was ordered to Cannon Row Police Station, which is a station 
very close to Scotland Yard. I was told to go there and I would 
receive instructions. 
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When I arrived at the station, I was told that I was going to be 
placed in a cell with a man. I was to take extreme care with him, 
to make sure that no unauthorized person had contact with him, 
and that he could not in anyway do himself any injuries. 

Mr. Hausman. At that time did you know the identity of the 
man who was in the cell to which you were sent? 

Mr. Eist. No; I did not, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. What did you know about him at that time? 

Mr. Eist. It’s my recollection that I was told that he was wanted 
in connection with a bank robbery and that he had been stopped at 
the airport with a gun. That’s about all I knew at that time. 

Mr. Hausman. He was stopped at Heathrow Airport? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. Did you later learn the prisoner’s true identity? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, I did; yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. Whom did you learn he was? 

Mr. Eist. I learned that he was a man called James Earl Ray. 

Mr. Hausman. And did you learn why he had been arrested and 
was being held at Cannon Row Station? 

Mr. Eist. I did, sir, yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. Excuse me? 

Mr. Eist. I did, yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. And do you recall for what he was being held? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. Would you please tell us? 

Mr. Eist. Yes. I heard that he was being held in connection with 
the death of Dr. Luther King. 

Mr. Hausman. And he was then awaiting extradition? 

Mr. Eist. Exactly. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. During that first morning when you arrived at 
Cannon Row Station, after the phone call from Superintendent 
Butler, how long did you stay with the prisoner? 

Mr. Eist. I stayed with him from about 6 a.m., in the morning 
until about 3 in the afternoon. 

Mr. Hausman. At which time you were relieved by another 
officer? 

Mr. Eist. I was, yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. Were you in the cell with him during the entire 
period of time? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. Had you been told anything in particular by Mr. 
Butler as to what your responsibilities were concerning the prison- 
er’s safety? 

Mr. Eist. Not at that time, sir, but during that day I was. I was 
told that for security reasons I would be the officer detailed to 
accompany him at all times when he was in transit between the 
court hearings and the prison. 

Mr. Hausman. In other words, it became a one-man-one-job as- 
signment? 

Mr. Eist. Very much so, yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. And he was going to be your particular responsi- 
bility? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Hausman. Sometime thereafter was the prisoner, Mr. Ray, 
remanded to Wandsworth Prison? 

Mr. Eist. He was; yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. Do you recall when that took place? 

Mr. Eist. Sorry. 

Mr. Hausman. Do you recall when he was transferred to Wands- 
worth Prison? 

Mr. Eist. Yes. It is my recollection that this event was a week- 
end. 

Mr. Hausman. You say this event. When you received your 
initial phone call? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. And it is also my recollection it was on the 
Tuesday that he went to Bow Street Court, at which time he was 
remanded in custody to Wandsworth Prison. 

Mr. Hausman. What type of institution is the Wandsworth 
Prison? 

Mr. Eist. Wandsworth Prison is a very strict security prison, 
dealing with what we term category A prisoners. It is not normally 
a remand prison. Special authority had to be sought for this man 
to be incarcerated in that particular establishment. 

Mr. Hausman. So extreme precautions were being taken with 
Mr. Ray at this time? 

Mr. Eist. Very extreme precautions, yes. 

Mr. Hausman. After Mr. Ray was remanded to Wandsworth 
Prison, did you have an occasion to see him again? 

Mr. Eist. Yes. The system in the United Kingdom is that a 
person cannot be remanded in custody for a longer period than 7 
days, which means that in order to continue remanded in custody, 
he would have to travel from the prison to the court once a week to 
continue the remand. 

Mr. Hausman. Did you, in fact, accompany him on several of 
these transfers? 

Mr. Eist. On all of them, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. Do you recall offhand how many transfers there 
may have been? 

Mr. Eist. Six or seven, I should say. 

Mr. Hausman. Those would have been about every 7 or 8 days? 

Mr. Eist. That is right; yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. During the course of those transfers, would you 
be handcuffed to Mr. Ray? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. When you arrived at the courthouse with him, 
would you still be handcuffed to him? 

Mr. Eist. I would be handcuffed to him until we were both 
placed in a detention cell at the court. That was the only time the 
handcuffs were taken off. 

Mr. Hausman. Would you then sit with him in the detention 
cell? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. How long would you be sitting with him in the 
cell prior to the hearing? 

Mr. Eist. It varied considerably. Sometimes it was a matter of an 
hour, sometimes 2 hours. Then I would accompany him to the dock, 
and I was handcuffed to him as he sat in the dock. 
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Mr. Hausman. So you sat next to him while he was in the dock 
at the court hearing, also? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. In the course of all this time you were spending 
with Mr. Ray, did you establish some form of rapport with him? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. Would you tell us how that began? 

Mr. Eist. Well, initially he didn’t want to say anything to any- 
body. But I suppose my constant contact with him, he began to 
look on me as somebody he could talk to. 

Mr. Hausman. Do you recall any particular incidents the first 
morning that broke the ice? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, the very first day he did nothing except stare at 
me, and quite an uncomfortable situation, until he was offered his 
breakfast, and, at that time, he wasn’t allowed any utensils for 
reasons to do with he might have committed an injury to himself. I 
tried very hard to get utensils for him because I couldn’t see how 
he could eat a breakfast of the nature he was having without them. 
He seemed to find this very good; he was pleased that I tried to do 
this for him. 

Mr. Hausman. At that time, did he make any comment to you? 

Mr. Eist. He said something to me about it was a good try, 
anyway. Something like that. 

Mr. Hausman. That was because the attempt was not successful 
and he was not allowed to have the utensils? 

Mr. Eist. Not at all; that is right. 

Mr. Hausman. Did you subsequently begin to have some general 
conversation with him after he made this initial comment? 

Mr. Eist. Yes; the first day or the first two or three meetings, 
general conversations; he asked me to get him some magazines, 
and I recall he particularly asked for some magazines on yachting. 

Mr. Hausman. Were you able to obtain these magazines for him? 

Mr. Eist. I sought authority from Mr. Butler, and this was grant- 
ed, and I did, in actual fact, get him some magazines. 

Mr. Hausman. Did you have any further conversations with him 
about being a criminal in America, as opposed to British criminals? 

Mr. Eist. Yes; you know the sort of thing in general conversa- 
tions, we discussed the difference between American criminals and 
English criminals, various things like that. 

Mr. Hausman. In the course of these conversations did he ever 
speak to you about his escape from Missouri State Prison? 

Mr. Eist. He did; yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. WTiat did he tell you with regard to that? 

Mr. Eist. He told me that he had on several times tried to get 
out of prison and that by a great stroke of luck, he had been at a 
place within the prison at a certain time when a vehicle, a lorry of 
some sort that was on its way out, and he had taken advantage of 
this and had managed to escape. 

Mr. Hausman. Did he say that he had any assistance in that 
escape? 

Mr. Eist. No. 

Mr. Hausman. He did it all by himself? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Hausman. Did he say anything in the course of these conver- 
sations about the way he managed to support himself while he was 
living as a fugitive? 

Mr. Eist. Yes. He was telling me he committed small robberies 
in order to exist, you know. I particularly remember that he was 
laughing on one occasion, saying he hadn’t; been particularly suc- 
cessful in some of these ventures. On one occasion, he had fallen 
from the car as he was getting away; he had fallen out of the side 
of the car. 

Mr. Hausman. Did he say that he was with anybody while he 
was committing these robberies? Did you get the impression he was 
with anybody? 

Mr. Eist. In actual fact, the only person that he ever mentioned 
to me at any time was a brother. He didn’t mention any name of a 
brother; he referred to a brother. 

Mr. Hausman. And did he say that he had been in contact with 
his brother during the course of his fugitive period? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. During the many hours you spent handcuffed to 
him and in cells with him, did Mr. Ray ever discuss Blacks or 
racial matters with you? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hausman. Did he make any particular comments about 
Blacks — that you recall? 

Mr. Eist. I don’t recall any particular comments. It was very 
obvious to me that he was completely anti-Black. 

Mr. Hausman. You say he didn’t make any particular comments. 
What led you to that conclusion? 

Mr. Eist. The derogatory terms that he used. 

Mr. Hausman. Such as? 

Mr. Eist. The word “nigger” was often used by him. 

Mr. Hausman. Did he say anything about what his future plans 
were in relation to Blacks? 

Mr. Eist. Yes. He told me that he tried to get into Africa at some 
stage — he said to kill some more of them. This was at a much later 
stage, of course, when we began discussing the — when he began 
discussing the death of Dr. King. 

Mr. Hausman. In talking about going to Africa, did he mention 
any plans about trying to join a mercenary force or anything of 
that nature? 

Mr. Eist. Yes; he didn’t go into a great deal of conversation 
about that because apparently he had been unsuccessful in what- 
ever he tried to do. He did, in fact, mention the Foreign Legion. He 
seemed to have some sort of wild fantasy that he was going to do 
something of this nature. 

Mr. Hausman. Did it seem to you that he took any pride in his 
hatred of Blacks or think he might be a hero of sorts for what he 
had done? 

Mr. Eist. Yes; very much so, sir. He was continually asking me 
how he would hit the headlines in the newspapers, and he kept 
wanting news of publicity. 

Mr. Hausman. In his conversations, did he say to you that he 
thought that shooting a Black man of note might make him a hero 
in certain parts of the United States? 
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Mr. Eist. Yes, there was a conversation where that type of thing 
was coming out. 

Mr. Hausman. And he was particularly concerned about public- 
ity, you say? 

Mr. Eist. Yes; very much so, yes. In fact, he said to me when I 
told him it hadn’t really made too much of an impact in the British 
press, that is as far as he was concerned, he was telling me, you 
haven’t seen anything yet. I will be in the headlines one of these 
days. He was quite proud of the fact that he was going to make the 
headlines. 

Mr. Hausman. At some time, did he begin speaking about the 
killing of Dr. King? 

Mr. Eist. Yes. In actual fact, if I can explain that, it was a very 
difficult situation talking to this man, because if ever I asked him 
a question, he would suddenly stop. He would refuse to say any 
more, and then sit there and stare at me. 

However, there were occasions when you had a job to stop him 
talking. On one of these occasions, he was telling me that he was 
going to earn a lot of money out of the situation. I recall 

Mr. Hausman. Which situation do you mean? 

Mr. Eist. About the murder, because at this time we had got to 
the murder; this was coming into the conversation, and he told me 
that it was his plan to get a lawyer or a lawyer’s representative to 
go on television, and he reckoned he would make an awful lot of 
money through this medium. 

I seem to recall saying, how are you going to spend this money, 
something approaching that, and it was at that time he said to me, 
well, they’ll only be able to charge me with a conspiracy, and he 
said something about I will only get 1 to 10, or 1 to 12 years for 
that. 

It was at that time that he said there was no way that they 
would actually be able to pin the murder on him except that he 
had thrown the gun away; that was the mistake that he had made. 
I recall he said to me he had seen a policeman or police vehicle and 
panicked and thrown the gun away, and his fingerprints would 
obviously be found on this weapon. 

Mr. Hausman. So he was aware that his fingerprints were on the 
weapon? 

Mr. Eist. This is what he told me, yes. 

Mr. Hausman. Where was he when he had panicked and thrown 
the weapon away? Was that near the scene of the crime? 

Mr. Eist. Yes. This was as he was running away. He didn’t 
actually name a location. But in his rambling, he was telling me 
that was the only mistake he had made. 

Mr. Hausman. Was the reason he threw the weapon away that 
he had seen either a policeman or police vehicle? 

Mr. Eist. That is right; yes. 

Mr. Hausman. Even though there was a weapon with his finger- 
prints on it, that he had thrown away, he was not particularly 
concerned because he thought he could only be tried for conspir- 
acy? • 

Mr. Eist. No; he seemed quite elated in actual fact. He had never 
ever showed any regret or seemed worried at all about the situa- 
tion. 
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Mr. Hausman. And did he think he could benefit financially 
from this? 

Mr. Eist. Very much so, sir. That was well in his thoughts. 

Mr. Hausman. Mr. Chairman, I believe at this time Mr. Devine 
has some more questions of the witness. 

Chairman Stokes. At this time, the Chair will recognize Mr. 
Devine, the gentleman from Ohio, for such time as he may con- 
sume. 

Mr. Devine. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Inspector Eist, you testified a few moments ago that you were 
honorably discharged from Scotland Yard for medical reasons? 

Mr. Eist. I did; yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. And I believe the medical reasons had to do with a 
thyroid involvement that has caused some eye protrusion; is that 
accurate? 

Mr. Eist. Absolutely; yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. But you were honorably discharged? 

Mr. Eist. Very much so; yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Further, a moment ago, in answering counsel’s ques- 
tion, you said that Mr. Ray talked to you about going to Africa, 
and I think the quote was “to kill some more Blacks.” Is that 
accurate? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Kill some more Blacks? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. In another area, Inspector, when did you first 
become aware that an American congressional committee had an 
interest in James Earl Ray? 

Mr. Eist. In the news media in Great Britain, it had been pub- 
lished that James Earl Ray, or his associate, was alleging that the 
FBI were crooked and that they framed him. This was the first I 
knew of it. 

Mr. Devine. That was after this committee was created? 

Mr. Eist. I assumed so, sir. 

Mr. Devine. In January of 1977? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. That was about the time you became aware of our 
interest; is that correct? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. And I would ask you whether you know Major and 
Mrs. David and Connie Meaunier. 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. How do you spell that? 

Mr. Eist. M-e-a-u-n-i-e-r [spelling]. 

Mr. Devine. Who are they? 

Mr. Eist. The Major is an Air Force Major, sir. He was stationed 
in Great Britain. 

Mr. Devine. Where did you run into them? 

Mr. Eist. They came into my public house. I first met them when 
I took this place over about 2 years ago. 

Mr. Devine. When they told you of the new American investiga- 
tion, what was your reaction? 

Mr. Eist. Well, sir, that was the first I knew of it, when I saw it 
in the news media about the framing by the FBI, and, of course, 
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naturally I had some interest because of the name Earl Ray, and I 
had dealings with him, and I was telling these two friends of mine, 
and they continually coerced me into telling the FBI what I knew, 
because they were impressing on me how important it was to their 
country. 

Mr. Devine. They suggested that you notify the FBI and the 
American authorities? 

Mr. Eist. They did. 

Mr. Devine. What was your response to that? 

Mr. Eist. I gave it some thought, sir. 

Mr. Devine. I beg your pardon? 

Mr. Eist. I gave it some thought. 

Mr. Devine. Yes. 

Mr. Eist. And I decided, not immediately at that time, but after 
a while I decided that was the proper thing to do, to assist the 
authorities if I could, against the allegations of framing. 

Mr. Devine. Did you suggest to them that the American authori- 
ties already knew of your relationship with Ray? 

Mr. Eist. Yes; I think I did, sir. I was under the impression that 
they already knew the situation as I am explaining it this morning. 

Mr. Devine. What made you think that the American authorities 
were aware? 

Mr. Eist. Because when this was all taking place in 1968, there 
were, I think, three, at least two, but I think three members of the 
FBI who were liaison with Mr. Butler in the security of Earl Ray, 
and, at that time, I was telling them of the conversations that I 
was having in the cell. 

Mr. Devine. Had you informed your superiors of the comments 
made to you? 

Mr. Eist. I did; yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. You had done so at that time? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. I was continually informing them of the con- 
versations I was having. 

Mr. Devine. To whom did you make the reports? 

Mr. Eist. To Mr. Butler, sir. 

Mr. Devine. That is your chief inspector? 

Mr. Eist. That was the chief superintendent; yes. 

Mr. Devine. Anyone else? 

Mr. Eist. And to the FBI. 

Mr. Devine. Do you know who specifically in the FBI? 

Mr. Eist. There was a man called Alder McCrae. 

Mr. Devine. McCrae? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. M-c-C-r-a-y [spelling]? 

Mr. Eist. I believe it was a-e [spelling], sir. 

Mr. Devine. Were these reports written or orally given? 

Mr. Eist. Both, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Do you know whether your superiors had passed 
this information over to the American authorities? 

Mr. Eist. It is my belief that Mr. Butler did in actual fact, sir, 
because we had a conversation on one occasion where both the FBI 
and Mr. Butler told me that any conversations I was having with 
Earl Ray was not valid as far as evidential value was concerned in 
the United States. 
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Mr. Devine. Why did you wait until June of this year to contact 
the American authorities? 

Mr. Eist. You mean after I first knew about the FBI, the allega- 
tions they’d been framed 

Mr. Devine. What happened as a result of your contact? 

Mr. Eist. With the FBI, sir? Two gentlemen came to see me. 

Mr. Devine. Two FBI men? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Could you identify them? 

Mr. Eist. I am afraid I can’t, sir. 

Mr. Devine. To refresh your recollection, would it be Agent 
Dennis Dixon and Robert Keens? 

Mr. Eist. That is right; yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Those were the FBI agents involved? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. The interview was conducted in June 1978? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. What was the substance, Inspector Eist, of your 
conversation with these gentlemen at that meeting? 

Mr. Eist. Exactly the same as I am giving you this morning, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Would you recite it again roughly what you told 
them? 

Mr. Eist. Yes. I told them, first of all, I said that my interest in 
the situation was that as far as the FBI framing Earl Ray was 
concerned, this was totally untrue because of the very great secu- 
rity arrangements they made to get Mr. Ray back to this country 
safely. And I told them of the conversations I had had in the cell 
with him, and, as I say, what I mentioned to the committee this 
morning. 

Mr. Devine. You told them about him describing his escape from 
the Missouri State Penitentiary? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. And on many occasions he admitted that he had 
shot Dr. King? 

Mr. Eist. No. You see, he never really — Ray never really told me 
that he pulled the trigger or anything like that, but I told them he 
had, in fact, stated to me that he had thrown the gun away. 

Mr. Devine. Inspector, have you ever read any books or articles 
about James Earl Ray or Dr. King’s assassination? 

Mr. Eist. Never, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Subsequent to that interview, were you contacted by 
members of the staff of this committee? 

Mr. Eist. I was, indeed; yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. And as a result of that contact on August 4, 1978, 
did you meet with staff members of the committee and allow them 
to tape an interview with you? 

Mr. Eist. I did; yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Were the statements made by you in the course of 
that interview truthful and accurate? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Tell me about your appearance here this morning; is 
this in response to a subpena, or are you here voluntarily? 

Mr. Eist. I am here voluntarily, sir. 
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Mr. Devine. After giving your statement to the committee inves- 
tigators, Mr. Evans specifically, did you learn that it had been read 
in its entirety into the committee’s record in August of this year? 

Mr. Eist. I did; yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Did you know that there was a strong possibility 
this statement would be made public in the United States? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, I did, sir; yes. 

Mr. Devine. Did you have any concern that your statement 
would be made public and might be challenged? 

Mr. Eist. I didn’t have any concern over it, sir. 

Mr. Devine. You weren’t concerned about that? 

Mr. Eist. No, sir. 

Mr. Devine. All right. Did you later learn that James Earl Ray’s 
attorney made serious charges concerning your honesty and integ- 
rity after your statement was read into the record? 

Mr. Eist. Very much so, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Did you know that that attorney publicly charged 
that you were dismissed from the Metropolitan Police Force in 
London in disgrace under charges of theft and perjury? 

Mr. Eist. I did learn that; yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Were you so dismissed? 

Mr. Eist. No, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Were you dismissed from the Metropolitan Police 
Force for any reason whatsoever? 

Mr. Eist. No, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Did you, in fact, retire from the Metropolitan Police 
Force under honorable conditions for medical reasons? 

Mr. Eist. I did; yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Were you, as Mr. Lane claimed, investigated by 
A- 10 of the internal police branch of the corruption department of 
Scotland Yard? 

Mr. Eist. A- 10, sir, is the department that deals with complaints 
of all types and kinds. I was an active police officer, and, as such, 
you do get complaints, and, of course, these complaints would have 
been investigated by the A-10 department. 

Mr. Devine. Was this investigation prior to or after your retire- 
ment? 

Mr. Eist. Prior to. 

Mr. Devine. Prior to. Were you aware that Lane charged you 
were placed on trial for accepting bribes and involvement in jewel 
robberies throughout London? 

Mr. Eist. I am aware of that; yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Were you, in fact, placed on trial for those charges? 

Mr. Eist. I was placed on trial for being concerned in a case 
concerning a false alibi, nothing to do with jewel robberies. 

Mr. Devine. You were, however, named as a defendant in a 
criminal indictment, were you not? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, I was; yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. That was in July 1976? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. What were the charges made against you at that 
time? 

Mr. Eist. Well, the position was, sir, that about 10 years ago, two 
men were arrested for receiving large quantities of foreign stamps. 
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At that time, I had nothing to do with the arrest of these two 
people. However, I did, as a spare officer on that day, assist in the 
charging, there were younger men involved and I was second in 
command on a squad. As such, I assisted in the actual charging of 
the prisoners although I had no hand in the arrest. 

As a result of this, at that time, the junior officers placed my 
name on the report as the officer in charge of that particular case, 
and that was erroneous. I was not. 

Mr. Devine. You say the duty officer erroneously placed your 
name on the report? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, as the officer in charge of the case. 

Mr. Devine. As the officer in charge, and that was not true. Is 
that correct? 

Mr. Eist. That is it, sir. And then the following day — we have a 
system of a short report that has to go into what we term solicitors' 
department to reserve a place in the queue for counsel at an 
ultimate hearing. This actual form has typed on the bottom, officer 
in charge. 

As a second in command on that squad, it was my duty to see 
that this form arrived at its destination within 48 hours. So I 
signed that form. 

Ten years later, when an allegation was made by informants, not 
against me, but against other police officers, and in particular a 
lawyer, the investigating officers found that I was the officer in 
charge of the case. As such, I must have been aware that a false 
alibi was being concocted. As a result of this, I wasn’t questioned 
about it, but placed on a charge with other people. 

It became very apparent at the trial that I had nothing to do 
with this job, that I was not the officer in charge, and the judge 
stopped the case and awarded me costs. 

Mr. Devine. That was the resolution of the indictment, the judge 
dropped the charge as far as you were concerned and awarded you 
costs? 

Just what does that mean, inspector? 

Mr. Eist. All the costs that I had involved in the case were paid 
to me from public funds. 

Mr. Devine. I would ask the clerk to make available MLK exhib- 
it F-136, described as a letter of acquittal. 

Inspector, have you on a previous occasion seen this particular 
document identified as MLK exhibit F-136? 

Mr. Eist. No; I haven’t seen this, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Would you read it for the record, please? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. It's from The Crown Court, Middlesex Guild- 
hall, Westminster, Re: Alexander Antony Eist. 

In reply to your inquiry regarding the above named. I would advise you that 
Alexander Antony Eist was tried before His Honour Judge Martin, Q.C. at this 
Court, and on the 12th of June 1978, was found not guilty upon the direction of the 
Judge of the offences put to him namely: (1) Conspiracy to commit corruption; (2) 
conspiracy to pervert the course of justice; (3) conspiracy to pervert the course of 
justice. 

That, sir, was in connection with this false alibi. 

And it was ordered by His Honour Judge Martin, Q.C. that Alexander Antony 
Eist be discharged and further ordered that hiis costs both before this court and the 
examining justices be paid as taxed out of Central Funds. 
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Signed by Mr. R. J. Welch, for the chief clerk. 

Mr. Devine. Mr. Chairman, I would ask that MLK exhibit F-136 
be made a part of the record. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the 
record at this point. 

[The information follows:] 



THE CROWN COURT 

Middlesex Guildhall Westminster SW1P 3BB 


Telephone 01 -930 4400 ext : 279 


Irwin Shaw !bq., 
Solicitor, 

2, Garden Court, 
Temple, 

London E.C.4.- 


Please reply to The Courts Administrator 
Your reference 

Our reference AT/77/t>590/XAB 
Date 3rd November 1978 


Dear Sir, 


He: ALEXANDER ANTHONY ELSI 

In reply to your enquiry regarding the above named. I would advise you 
that Alexander Anthony ELet was tried before His Honour Judge Martin, Q.C. at this 
Court, and an the 12th June 1978 was found not guilty upon the direction of the 
Judge of the offences put to him namely 

(1) ) Conspiracy to commit corruption 

(2) Conspiracy to pervert the course of justice 

(3) Conspiracy to pervert the course of Justice 

and it was ordered by His Honour Judge Martin, Q.C. that Alexander Anthony Elat be 
discharged and further ordered that his costs both before this court and the 
justices be paid as taxed out of Central Funds. 


Tours faithfully, 



MLK Exhibit F-136 1 

Mr. Devine. Inspector, under what circumstances does a defend- 
ant receive costs from the State? 

Mr. Eist. Well, these are typical— this, rather, is a typical exam- 
ple where it was found that I had absolutely nothing to do with 
this case at all, and as such, an injustice had occurred, and there- 
fore I should be put to no expense at all. 

Mr. Devine. So when there is a full acquittal of a charge, they 
pay costs to the person that had been accused, is that correct? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir, under these circumstances. If there was any 
sort of even the slightest doubt, you wouldn’t get the costs. 
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Mr. Devine. Have any other criminal charges of any kind ever 
been levied against you? 

Mr. Eist. Never, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Are you currently on honorable pension from the 
London Metropolitan Police? 

Mr. Eist. I am; yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Isn’t it a fact, Inspector, that you would not have 
been granted a license to operate a pub if you did have any blemish 
on your records? 

Mr. Eist. That is so; yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. The 
committee will now operate under the 5-minute rule. 

Mr. Eist, let me clarify something with reference to your acquit- 
tal by the court. If I understand you correctly, at the completion of 
the presentation of the evidence and prior to the jury deliberating 
in this case, that the court acquitted you and a jury never deliber- 
ated upon your case; is that correct? 

Mr. Eist. That is absolutely correct. 

Chairman Stokes. Fine. I have no further questions. 

The gentleman from North Carolina, Mr. Preyer. 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you, Mr. Eist, for your testimony. 

One of the matters we have been concerned with and will be 
concerned with will be the question of the motive that Mr. Ray 
might have had if he assassinated Dr. King. One area of that would 
be whether any other people were involved in it. I gather he never 
said anything to you about involvement with any other person 
other than his brother? 

Mr. Eist. That is so, yes, sir. 

Mr. Preyer. On the question of racism as a motive, you testified, 
as I understand it, that he hated Blacks 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Preyer. But you infer that from general statements he 
made? He made no specific statement to you to the effect that all 
Blacks should be killed or I killed King because I hated Blacks, 
nothing like that? 

Mr. Eist. It is a very difficult question to answer, sir, but that 
was the distinct impression that I drew from the many and varied 
conversations I had with him. 

Mr. Preyer. You mentioned that he did not ever tell you directly 
that he shot Dr. King 

Mr. Eist. That is right, sir; yes. 

Mr. Preyer. But that you could infer he shot Dr. King from 
statements he made, such as I threw the rifle away. 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Preyer. Are you inferring that he shot Dr. King because he 
was a racist, from remarks he made? 

Mr. Eist. It would be my impression; yes, sir. 

Mr. Preyer. There was nothing specific connected with racial 
statements and the shooting, itself? 

Mr. Eist. Nothing specific; no, sir. 

Mr. Preyer. He did make some statements dealing with other 
possible motives, I gather, that he talked in terms that he would 
make a lot of money out of it? 


36-411 0 - 79-3 
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Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Preyer. That was in terms of making money from publicity, 
not anyone giving him money to do it; is that right? 

Mr. Eist. That is right; yes, sir. 

Mr. Preyer. Just one other rather frivolous question, I guess: 
You say the magazines he wanted were yachting magazines? 

Mr. Eist. That was on the first day; yes, sir. 

Mr. Preyer. What sort of yachting magazines did he 

Mr. Eist. It bewildered me in actual fact, sir. He just wanted 
magazines on yachts. He was a strange character altogether, sir. 

Mr. Preyer. What sort of yachting magazines did you get him? 

Mr. Eist. I think I got him magazines with pictures of yachts on 
it, sir. I don’t know too much about yachting magazines, myself. 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. McKinney. 

Mr. McKinney. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Eist, you mention that Mr. Ray seemed to feel he was going 
to make a great deal of money? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McKinney. How many times did he mention making money 
to you? 

Mr. Eist. I would think at least two or three conversations this 
came into it, sir. 

Mr. McKinney. Did he actually in these statements come out 
and say that the only thing that he would possibly ever be convict- 
ed of was conspiracy? How did he put that? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir, I distinctly remember that. You see he used to 
ramble on; when he did start talking, he rambled on quite a lot, 
you know. And he suddenly came out with this out of the blue one 
day when he said they will only be able to nail me for a conspiracy, 
and that is how this situation with the gun arrived. Because he 
said I will only get 1 to 10 or 1 to 12. This is the way he was 
talking. He suddenly appeared to me to become some sort of legal 
expert. This was halfway through his extradition period. 

Mr. McKinney. I am sure in England you have your jailhouse 
lawyers too, don’t you? 

Mr. Eist. We call them barracks room lawyers. 

Mr. McKinney. Did he at any time when he was talking about 
the conspiracy ever mention any other individuals? 

Mr. Eist. No, he didn’t, sir, and this is what I would like to 
impress on you, sir; that he did ramble so much that I am con- 
vinced that had there been anybody else involved, it would have 
come through the conversations. 

Mr. McKinney. Did he ever in his conversations about conspir- 
acy or his conversations about going and joining the French For- 
eign Legion or his conversations about the Black race, mention any 
groups or Black hate groups, or American political groups? 

Mr. Eist. No, sir. 

Mr. McKinney. Did he ever mention any association or interest 
in the Presidential candidacy of George Wallace? 

Mr. Eist. No, sir. 

Mr. McKinney. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
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The gentleman from the District of Columbia, Mr. Fauntroy. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Eist, is it your testimony that while you shared your conver- 
sations with Mr. Ray with both your superiors and with repre- 
sentatives of the FBI at the time, that you know of no record made 
of your statements? 

Mr. Eist. Sir, it is my recollection that I made a record in what 
we call a pocketbook, which is an official book which can be pro- 
duced at any time. These books, however, are only kept for a period 
of about 5 years and then are destroyed. 

I feel that had the evidence been of any value in an American 
court at the time, I would have been called upon to have made a 
statement which would have been attached to the file. But we have 
a situation where the extradition hearing was not contested. We 
also have a situation where Ray eventually pleaded guilty and 
therefore apart from the sadness of the situation, we would have 
had no further interest in the matter. It was a matter then before 
the American jurisdiction. 

Mr. Fauntroy. So that the procedure which you followed did not 
require that you make note of such report to a superior, is that 

Mr. Eist. Well, yes, I would have made a note in my official 
pocketbook which could have been produced at that time, at any 
time. 

Mr. Fauntroy. But the pocketbook is not now available to us? 

Mr. Eist. No; they are destroyed after a certain length of time, 
sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. And the explanation which you accepted and 
understood for not making record of this by the FBI was that it 
would be of no use in court proceedings in the United States? 

Mr. Eist. Exactly that, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Second, you do recall references by Mr. Ray to 
money? 

Mr. Eist. Yes; I do, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. And according to your testimony, those refer- 
ences were limited to only two kinds of conversations, one dealing 
with his access to money through small robberies 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. During the period of his fugitivity? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. And, second, with respect to moneys which might 
come forward as a result of his exploitation of his notoriety? 

Mr. Eist. Yes. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Those were the only instances in which he men- 
tioned to you money in connection with the assassination of Dr. 
King? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir, the only instances. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Finally, Mr. Chairman, you made reference to 
the Foreign Legion? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Do you recall these were the words used by Mr. 
Ray? 

Mr. Eist. Foreign Legion; yes, sir. 
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Mr. Fauntroy. What images does the term foreign legion 
summon in your mind? What does foreign legion mean to you, or 
did it mean to you in 1968? 

Mr. Eist. It is a sort of a free-lance mercenary army, as far as I 
am aware, you know. They act in Africa; I don’t quite know where 
they function. I assumed Mr. Ray knew more about it than I did, 
sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. But you simply accepted that term from him as 
what he was talking about? 

Mr. Eist. Yes. 

Mr. Fauntroy. And you assume that meant mercenaries? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. In Africa. In any part of Africa? 

Mr. Eist. The Foreign Legion is more around the desert area as 
far as I know. But I am only aware of this from the sort of films 
and things you see. I don’t know anything about the Foreign 
Legion. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. Dodd. 

Mr. Dodd. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Eist, how long did you spend as a police officer? How many 
years was that? 

Mr. Eist. Twenty-eight, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. Twenty-eight years. How long was it, the time you 
spent with James Earl Ray? Just to refresh my memory, what 
period of time was that? 

Mr. Eist. I think it was about 2 months altogether, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. Then you got to know him pretty well? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. You were certainly aware at the time that he was 
apprehended and during those 2 months that this was a case of 
international interest, worldwide attention and interest; is that 
correct? 

Mr. Eist. Very much so, sir; yes. 

Mr. Dodd. In fact, it was of historical significance? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. And you were aware of that as well? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. Are you also aware of the fact, Mr. Eist, that since 
1968 there have been hundreds, if not thousands, of articles written 
about the assassination of Martin Luther King and various allega- 
tions and stories involving different people? Are you aware of that 
as well? 

Mr. Eist. Strange as it may seem, sir, no; I was not aware of 
that. 

Mr. Dodd. You were not aware of stories in various publications? 

Mr. Eist. No, I wasn’t. 

Mr. Dodd. You never saw any stories? 

Mr. Eist. No, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. From 1968 until fairly recently you never read any 
articles? 

Mr. Eist. No, sir. 
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Mr. Dodd. My point is this, Mr. Eist: I am a little intrigued by 
the fact that it took almost 10 years for someone with 28 years’ 
experience as a police officer to come forward with the story that 
you have told us. 

Back shortly after James Earl Ray pled guilty in 1968, stories 
began to appear in which he alleged that, in fact, he was not 
guilty. Any number of different articles have appeared in various 
worldwide publications, and then we have this -committee being 
formed. And I gather by your testimony you were aware of the fact 
that this committee was formed? 

You then had a conversation with some people as late as, I guess, 
the spring of this year, 1978, and it was only after that that you 
finally decided to come forward with this information. 

Can you explain to me and this committee why someone with 28 
years of experience as a police officer, knowing of the allegations 
that had been made, knowing of the historical significance and 
international concern over this case, that someone with your expe- 
rience, wouldn’t come forward earlier with the story that you have 
told us today? 

Mr. Eist. Well, as far as the United Kingdom is concerned, I 
didn’t see any reports in connection with any facts that he was not 
guilty or anything like this. The first time that Earl Ray came to 
my attention again following 1968 was when I saw in the news 
media at home that the allegation was that the FBI had framed 
Earl Ray. That was the first time that I had really given it any 
thought at all, apart from, you know, general sort of discussions 
one would have of interesting cases that you have been involved 
with. 

It certainly didn’t appear, to my knowledge, in the English press, 
about any suggestion that he was not guilty. 

Mr. Dodd. Did you keep any notes at all during the 2-month 
period of the conversations with James Earl Ray, personal notes 
you might have kept? 

Mr. Eist. No; not personal notes; no. 

Mr. Dodd. Did you shortly after his deportation to the United 
States, did you write down your recollections of what had tran- 
spired over the previous 2 months? 

Mr. Eist No, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. Did you relate to other people what James Earl Ray — 
other than your superiors, what he told you during that period? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, I did; yes, sir, because on the flying squad you 
have your little groups; you are always talking about the work you 
are engaged in, various twists of each job. I have no doubt I 
discussed it on those terms, but, you see, when you finished with 
one particular assignment, you are engaged in a lot more than just 
the one. That is, apart from the very great public interest, I had no 
interest in the subsequent developments of the case, because as far 
as I knew, Earl Ray had pleaded guilty to it, and that was a matter 
before your honorable judges. 

Mr. Dodd. Certainly as someone who has had a record of 28 
years of working in police matters, you are more than aware of the 
importance of having people come forward who can provide perti- 
nent information with regard to allegations of guilt or innocence; is 
that true? 
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Mr. Eist. Yes; that would be true, but, as I say, sir, I was not 
aware that there was any controversy afterward. 

Mr. Dodd. You knew we formed a committee in 1977 to investi- 
gate the assassination of Dr. King; is that correct? 

Mr. Eist. The only time I knew, sir, was when I saw in the news 
media the headlines that Earl Ray, or a connection of Earl Ray 
was alleging that the FBI had framed him. This was the first and 
only time that I read anything about the 

Mr. Dodd. Didn’t you testify that you discovered in 1977 that this 
committee had been formed to investigate the assassination of Dr. 
King? 

Mr. Eist. That is when I found it, through that media. 

Mr. Dodd. I would presume that you would understand that this 
committee was not just being formed to rehash or reconfirm what 
James Earl Ray had pled to in 1968; correct? 

Mr. Eist. Correct; yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. So at that particular juncture it became important for 
any evidence that could be pertinent to this committee’s work to 
come forward, any witnesses, any evidence to be made available. 

Mr. Eist. Which is what I did; yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. It didn’t occur until a year later. 

Mr. Eist. Well, yes, I would say that the answer to that really 
basically was I wanted my domestic problems out of the way before 
I engaged on anything else. As you appreciate, that matter that we 
were talking about was hanging over my head at that time. 

Mr. Dodd. That is the reason you didn’t come forward? 

Mr. Eist. Immediately; yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. So you waited a year and a half 

Mr. Eist. I waited until that matter was away, was cleared, you 
know; then I immediately came forward then. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The gentleman from Michigan, Mr. Sawyer. 

Mr. Sawyer. I have no questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. Does counsel have any additional questions? 

Mr. Hausman. No, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. Do any members seeking further additional 
recognition? 

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman, let me just come back, if I may. 

I am really perplexed by that, Mr. Eist. You waited a year and a 
half to come forward with information because you wanted to take 
care of your own particular problem? 

Mr. Eist. Yes. 

Mr. Dodd. Someone with 

Mr. Eist. You know 

Mr. Dodd. Do you appreciate my position? Having talked with 
someone who has had as much experience as you have, I am 
impressed by 28 years of police work, and it just intrigues me when 
you consider, by your own admission, international ramifications, 
that this was a world renown case, and here you spent 2 months 
with a man who pled guilty to this case, who was then alleging 
that he was not the guilty party, and you wait a year and a half to 
come forward with information that is tremendously significant in 
this whole matter. 



35 

I am really disturbed by that information. Can you help me feel 
better? 

Mr. Eist. No, I can’t, really, sir. I think possibly I should have 
come forward earlier, but, you know, the matter that you have 
referred to, there wasn’t exactly a happy one as far as I was 
concerned. I had an awful lot of problems of my own at that time, 
and I thought I would wait until that is over and at the earliest 
opportunity I will tell the appropriate authorities. 

Mr. Dodd. And you used no notes whatsoever to refresh your 
recollection? 

Mr. Eist. No, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. You made no recordings of any kind? 

Mr. Eist. Recordings? 

Mr. Dodd. Well, spoke into a tape recorder, maybe, after the 2 
months that you spent with Ray or sometime later with regard to 
your feelings, what James Earl Ray told you. You had no body of 
evidence to which you could return to refresh your recollection in 
these last 10 years. 

Mr. Eist. No, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. So what you are telling us today is based on total 
recollection of what transpired 10 years ago? 

Mr. Eist. Yes, that is right; yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. Eist, at the conclusion of a witness’ testimony before this 
committee, that witness is entitled under our rules to a period of 5 
minutes. During that period of time, he can in any way explain his 
testimony, amplify it in any way, correct any portion of it. 

I would extend to you at this time 5 minutes for that purpose, if 
you so desire. Is there anything further you would like to say to 
the committee? 

Mr. Eist. I honestly can’t think of anything further, sir. 

Chairman Stokes. Well, we certainly appreciate your coming 
before the committee and the testimony that you have given us 
here today, and at this time, then, you are excused. Thank you. 

Mr. Eist. Thank you very much. 

Chairman Stokes. The Chair now recognizes Mr. Blakey. 

Mr. Blakey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman, Inspector Eist does not stand alone in his claims 
of post arrest admissions by James Earl Ray. Two additional wit- 
nesses corroborate him, at least to a degree. First, Thomas Smith, 
like Inspector Eist, a detective sergeant in 1968, now a detective 
superintendent, was assigned to guard Mr. Ray in his cell at the 
Cannon Row Police Station in relief of Inspector Eist. Superintend- 
ent Smith has told the committee that Mr. Ray expressed concern 
to him that his fingerprint might be found in his Mustang, and he 
was worried over whether he would be returned to the United 
States to face county or Federal charges. Superintendent Smith has 
told the committee: 

Although on occasion (Mr. Ray) did say that he did not shoot Martin Luther King, 
he did not appear to say it with a lot of conviction. 
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Mr. Chairman, I would ask that the Smith statement be inserted 
in the record at this point as Martin Luther King exhibit No. 
F-130. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the 
record at this point. 

[The information follows:] 
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MLK Exhibit F-130 


UN H*Klf] STATES HOUSE OP REP R ESE N T attves, 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
Interview with 
Mr THOMAS SMITH 

on 

Friday, August 11, 1978 
at . 

New Scotland Yard, London, England 


On behalf of Select Committee: 

Mr ROBIN D. UNDLEY - Staff Attorney 
Mr CHARLE S H. ROGOVTN - Special Counsel 
Present: 

Detective Chief Superintendent Frank Cater 

Hr Richard W. Davies - Commissioner’s 

v Solicitors Department 

Mr Richard H* Balment - Court reporter* 
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ME ROGOVUT: Mr Smith, would you state your name and official 

address? 

A Yes. My full name is Thomas Smith. I am a Detective 
Superintendent of the Metropolitan Police, attached to 
Central Office, New Scotland Yard. I have been in the 
service for 27 years. 

(Mr Cater left at this pMntV 

Q Mr Smith, I would like to take you hack to approximately 
June 8th, 1968. At that time were you a serving officer 
in the Metropolitan Police Department? 

A I was, yes. 

Q Could you tell me, sir, your rank and assignment at that 
time? 

A Yes. I was a First Class Detective Sergeant, serving with 
the Flying Squad, attached to New Scotland Yard. 

Q On the 8th June, 1968, did you have occasion to receive an 
assignment from a. superior officer with regard to a person 
known dr described to you then or thereafter as one James 
Earl Ray? 

A I did, sir, yes. I had been assigned by my chief 

(who was then Detective Chief Superintendent Butler) to 
take up duty at Cannon Row Police Station, which is in 
Central London, and ordered to sit in the cell with Ray. 

It was on a Sunday. My period of detention with him was 
from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Q What instructions or advice did you receive from your 
superior with regard to the nature of your assignment at 
that time? 
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A My instructions were quite clear, that I was there solely 
to see that he remained in safe custody. I was also 
instructed that I was not to discuss the case with him. 

That would "be pretty obvious at the time , because I knew 
none of the details, anyway, other than the fact that this 
man was alleged to have shot Martin Luther fritig in the 
United States. It was also brought home to me the fact 
that if any evidence that I considered was material and 
should be brought to the notice of the American authorities, 

I would, of course, note it in the usual way and report it 
in the usual Way. 

Q When you arrived at Cannon How Police Station, did you 
relieve another officer who was carr y ing out, as far as 
you knew, the same duty to which you were assigned? 

A I did, yes. That officer was then a serving officer. 

Sergeant East. 

Q By the way, Mr Smith, at this time in 1968 your rank was 
what? 

A Detective Sergeant First Class. ~ - 

Q And you relieved another Sergeant upon your arrival? 

A First Class, yes. 

Q I assume you went into a cell with the prisoner at that point? 

A I did, yes. I had another Junior officer with me. He has 
since left the Force. For about the first hour Hay was 
very quiet. I think I had said "Good afternoon*' to him. 

I don't think he replied. I understood his demeanor, 
bearing in mind that he had only Just previously been 
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arrested, and I considered then that he was in a rather 
vulnerable position. There was a newspaper in the cell. 

It was a Sunday newspaper, the Hews of the World. I knew 
that Bay was trying to hide his true Identity. I picked 
up the newspaper and on the front page was a rather large 
photograph of James Earl Bay. The photograph clearly 
showed that the man I was sitting with and the man in that 
photograph was one and the same person. In the photograph 
he was wearing what appeared to be a multi-colored 
(although the photograph was in black and white) shirt. 

I clearly remember saying to Bay "This photograph is of 
you”, and he then agreed that it was. Therefore, I had 
then established in my own mind that he was Bay. I asked 
him where the photograph had been taken and he said it was 
same years previous when, I think he said, he had been doing 
some lumber^ ac king in Canada. He also said - I cannot 
remember whether it was to a question from me or what I 
had read in the newspaper or whether he had volunteered 
the information - that he was a prisoner unlawfully at 
large from a penitentiary in the States, having been 
sentenced to 8 to 20 years imprisonment for an offence of 
robbery. I asked him how he escaped from prison. He just 
replied that that was another story. This angle was not 
pursued. He denied that he had shot Martin Luther King. 

He also mentioned a white Mustang car. It may well have 
been that these details were already in this newspaper. 

My recollection with regard to the vehicle was a suggestion 

on his part that fingerprints could easily be planted 
anywhere. 
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Q I assume, Mr Smith, that there was soma conversation about 
fingerprints on portions of that white Mustang car? 

A My recollection leads me to believe that there was some 
possible conversation regarding fingerprints on that car. 

I would emphasise the point: I am sure that came from him 
and was not as a result of a question regarding fingerprints. 

Q Precisely. Did the conversation at any time turn to the 
matter of extradition which had been requested by the 
United States authorities of the British authorities? 

A Yes, it did indeed. The main theme of his thinking by this 
time was that .he wanted to beat extradition; in other words, 
he wanted to stay in this country as long as possible. 

He mentioned to me that it was within his knowledge that 
there were two warrants out for his arrest in the United 
States. One was held by the FBI and the other by a County 
Marshall or Sheriff. He clearly indicated that if he was 
extradited, his wish would be that it would be on the County 
warrant and not the Federal warrant, as one was clearly for 
conspiracy to murder and the other one was for the 
substantive offence of murder. 

Q Did you derive an understanding, Mr Smith, of what Mr Hay's 
reasoning was with regard to his expressed desire to be 
returned on the County warrant; in other words, why he felt 
it was in his interest to be returned on the County warrant? 

A Tes. He expressed this in terms of the question of a Jury. 

He felt that if he was arrested on the County warrant, then 
the Jury could not possibly be impartial - there would be 
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the question qf color - and that there is no way in which 
the authorities could give him a fair and unbiased trial. 
This seemed to be the tack that he was going on with regard 
to these warrants. I recall now that the question of the 
conspiracy, as opposed to the substantive offence of murder, 
was one that he had obviously considered in the light of 
legal procedures; but I had no wish to get into any legal 
discussions with him, not being f amili ar with the laws of 
the United States. 

Q Were you, as a consequence of these conversations with Bay, 
able to form any opinion or do you have any present 
recollection of your impression of the level of his 
intelligence? 

A I did not regard him as an intelligent person. I certainly 
did not regard him as highly intelligent, because, to my way 
of thinking, the consequences that were likely to ensue now, 
or then, were that he knew he was going to be taken back to 
the United States. Although on occasions he did say that 
he did not shoot Martin Luther King, he did not appear to 
say it with a lot of conviction. 

Q Lid anything occur at any time in the course of this 
assignment for you, this eight hour tour of duty, which 
led you to believe that he had been in England before the 
day he was apprehended at London Airport, which would have 
been, we believe, June 8th, the day before your assignment 
began? 

A Tea. There was one incident (hiring that tour of duty where 
for some reason - and I cannot remember the reason - I took 
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out of my pocket some British currency coins. We had not 
Ions gone over to decimalisation - I cannot remember the 
year we had gone over, but it not been long — I 
produced a 10 pence piece, and he happened to say that that 
was the new 10 pence piece. I said to him, "How do you 
know that? As far as I understand, you have never been in 
this country before", and he said, "Mr Smith, I should be 
more careful before I make such observations in the future". 
I thought it was a little unfair of me to make the point, 
so I dropped it, .and, there again, this matter was not 
pursued. But he did say in fact that he had been in the 
country before. To my recollection, he mentioned Earls 
Court. ^ 

Q Earls Court being an area of London? 

A Yes. 

Q Throughout the balance of the time you spent with him, were 
there any other comments or observations that might be 
interesting that Mr Hay may have made? 

A I cannot recall now any other observations he may have made. 

Q Did at any time the conversation turn to what the criminal 
community in the States would refer to as "the Chair", 
meaning the electric chair? 

A Yes. At some stage he did mention - again, this was in 
relation to the possibility of conviction with juries and 
what-have-you - that, of course, he could finish up in the 
electric chair. 

Q Were you aware, Mr Smith, either from comments made to you 
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by police colleagues, police superiors , before you 
c ommen ced the duty assignment or from the newspaper article 
or from anything in conversation with Bay, whether at the 
time he was apprehended at the London Airport he bad been 
armed? 

A Be did mention to me about his arrest; he did say he bad 
the opportunity at some stage to have shot the Special 
Branch officer - I remember he referred to him as "the 
Special Branch officer" - when he took him through a door 
at the airport into a room. I am sure he said that the 
officer walked, in front of him and that he could have had 
ample opportunity to have shot him. 

Q Did he indicate why he did not for any reason? . 

A No. Be was just, I think, trying to impart to me the fact 
that he was not a cold-blooded killer. That is the 
impression I got. 

Q Can you think, Mr Smith, of anything else that might be of 
interest to us with regard to this duty assignment? 

A No, 1 can't recall any other observations that were made. 

As I say, as far as I am concerned, there was nothing in 
any of the conversations that I had with him that I felt 
I was duty-bound to report. I tried to stick as near as I 
possibly could to my terms. 

Q I take it then, Mr Smith, that nothing prior to the 

assignment - when I say "nothing", I mean nothing of which 
you learned prior to the assignment • nothing which took 
place during the assignment and nothing you may have heard 



45 


or learned subsequent to the assignment impacted you in 
any way which would have , in the course of your police 
conduct, suggested to you the filing of any formal report 
of any kind? 

A Ho, that is true. At no time did I feel that there was any 
material evidence that would have assisted anyone. 

Q Because - I want to be certain I have covered this — you 
were not assigned to conduct an interrogation of Bay? 

A Certainly hot, no. 

q This was not what we would call in the States an investigation 
by you? 

A Certainly not. Ve had very clear instructions that we were 
there as jailers and jailers only. 

Q, Effectively a special security detail pure and simple? 

A Indeed. 

Q you. 

Mr Davies, any other questions? 

MR DAVIES: I have no questions. 

MR ROGOVltf : Thank you very much, Mr Smith. 

(Interview commenced at 10.10 a.m. and 
concluded at 10.il a.mD “ 


Thomas Smith 

Mr. Blakey. Second, Mr. Owen Summers, now the chief crime 
reporter of the London Daily Mail, has given the committee a 
sworn affidavit in which he says Inspector Eist told him of Mr. 
Ray’s admissions in 1968, thereby indicating that the story is per- 
haps not a recent concoction by Inspector Eist for whatever reason. 

Mr. Chairman, I would ask that the Summers’ affidavit be insert- 
ed in the record at this point as Martin Luther King exhibit No. F- 
131. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the 
record. 

[The information follows:] 


36-411 0 - 79-4 
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MLK Exhibit F-131 

. 2 nd November 1978 

urcat Britain awl Northern Ireland ) 

London, England ) 38; 11.17 a.n. U.”. Ahbassy, 

Embassy of the United States of America ) London, 3 r.-l. 2 nd, 


I m Owen Summers, chief crime reporter of the Daily Stress, 121, Plaet 
Street, London, Z.C. 4 .. Date of birth: 29.7,27. I he eby make the 
following statement voluntarily to members of the US House of Representatives 
Select Committee on Assassinations (Chief Investigator Ed Svens and 
Staff Investigator Louis Pari si) : 

I have been a newspaper reporter for 34 years, covering stories 
both in the United Ungdom and abroad. I have worked for four 
national newspapers: the Daily Sketch, the Sunday Dispatch (both now 
defunct) , the Daily Hail end the Dully Egress. In doing ny job I rely to 
an extent on nows which is given officially by Scotland Hard’ s Press 
Bureau. However, much of ny information is gained from personal contact. 

I have many friends tio ere police officers who have been of assistances 
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f- 


from time to time. 

Alec Eist has been personally known to me for about 18 years during vihich time 
we met frequently on ny assxgHasnfcs rounds,* I had occasion to run ’into Mm 
when ?ny was appearing at How Street in 1963. I recall Alec Eist remarking 
that 2ey had "coughed 1 * (confessed) to him that he had killed Dr King. 

I didn’t think of this as a news item. I was more interested in the 
English court proceedings, the intense security involved in guarding 
Ray, date ofd of deportation and so on,' it that time, I remember, Ray’s 
guilt seemed assured from everything I had read that the confession wasn’t 
t* toosE important to me, Also an English newspaper cannot print that a man has 
confessed before he ±3 brought to trial - we call it sub judicae rules. 
(Answering Mr Evans’ question). I have never been ^o./ingly misled by Alec 
2 Lst and always found his information totally reliable. 


About the middle of August I heard in-a telephone call to ny office one night 
about Alec Eist’s testimory and immediately recalled the 1968 conversation, A 
week or two after that I rsr. into Alec Ei. 3 t in a pub in north Lorf.cn, 

Dhe Knights of St John, and ravird&d kin of what he - had said about ?.ay confessing 
He was surprised because he coulcn’t remember tile- conversation. Then he asked 
if I had a ztr objection to passing ey name onto the investigatiosu' I hod none, 
This is a true statement, typed by me. 
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Em ?.2. 


In 1968, at the time tM .3 conversation with ilec Eist occurred, I was 
chief crime reporter of the Doily Kail, covering sll major crime stories. 






fcoboorlbed and sworn to before ae 

I. Gerber Oonsul of tbo 

litid States ot America at London, 
England, duly commissioned and 
qualified, this ^ooona day 
*f November 


Mary I. G«H>et» 

Vice Consul of ths 
United Stales of Amsrloa 


%dL,j 


London, England 
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Mr. Blakey. Third, two Americans stationed in England who had 
met Inspector Eist in 1977, Air Force Major David Meunier, and 
his wife, Connie, recall the inspector’s account of his dealings with 
Ray while Ray was detained in London. According to their state- 
ments, it was Major and Mrs. Meunier who called Inspector Eist’s 
attention to the formation of this committee and suggested that he 
tell his story to the U.S. authorities. 

The significance of the statements of Major and Mrs. Meunier is 
that they tend to support the authenticity of Inspector Eist’s story. 
Well before Inspector Eist told it to the committee, he had given an 
identical account to others, namely, the Meuniers. Moreover, the 
Meuniers say Inspector Eist had to be urged to testify to the U.S. 
authorities, since Inspector Eist believed his information was ex- 
traneous. This appears to explain perhaps why the inspector took 
so long to come forward. 

Mr. Chairman, I would ask that the affidavits of the Major and 
his wife be inserted into the record as Martin Luther King exhibits 
F-132 and F-133, respectively. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, they may be entered in the 
record at this point. 

[The information follows:] 















Page 1 of 3 pages 


52 



MLK Exhibit F-133 


| H 197 f 

{.’IS- jo. +\. 

£?*i/«A77^-y /av »- l 

\ -5/k fh'f*-. 

! ' * '• ■ /l^eM/^ut-'rl <-cf i SvS&rlK 

|i' Coyj^h/, 

I ^ ~~~ ^ (LaL^/s. *-JL 

;i- a*— — //" /?*// 

&C~2£y fL-_ 

\&jL } 

&&&', 0&hs /^W ^» ■ « ^2 ^* 1 


• — + / - '/ is cs 


s 3>- /^iw ( 2~. 

....; 

L~— w/. 

J- y a ^7 u '£-& ■ 25 ^ 

^ST -/ V77i *~*L- s~M jC 

X~.S+jZ s£~^.JL3L 


S- 


s^y y*~~ 

2^o — «-_ <£^ 

cUj^ZjZ *~Jl 



'£JZ 


ZiJl^u ^ 


KJ* ^JL /l£4J2 j£L a 
■4LiZ ^ /4Ji 


"V 

1r 



&±rjL 

*4&4~+sC i- &&-JL 

/ ^U-zZ4& 2S >L.cn*J) 

JL*-&z£ JLy. J j4*~ /^« * * * " c- ^4+ 

I ^.^C&.SfjL&^ac^ ^JL. 
OA^^jx ^ -i 

„ yv . , ( L^mzF^~£ 

| ^» * y v ^'*^ ^64SL 

2^4. 

lU^ ;z£L A«~z£Z— 4t44*j£± _ 



* /&*- «C^£v- 

IM 2^- ^ 

*~SL <r%5£- 



\ey^4^*4^df SZs^U J&&-iso (K 






55 




56 


Mr. Blakey. One final point bears mention, Mr. Chairman. The 
question has arisen during the committee’s investigation, why 
would Mr. Ray make statements that amount to substantial admis- 
sions against entrance, only to repudiate them later? While not 
attempting to know the final answer, it can be noted that to have 
done so in the King matter is not inconsistent with Mr. Ray’s 
previous behavior. It would not have been the first time, in short, 
that Ray has repudiated a confession. 

In 1959, Mr. Ray signed a voluntary confession of his participa- 
tion in an armed robbery of a supermarket in Illinois — excuse 
me — in St. Louis, Mo. He did so in the presence of two police 
officers, a court clerk and a prosecuting attorney. When the case 
came up for a hearing, however, Mr. Ray repudiated the confes- 
sion, claiming it had been coerced from him. 

The court, however, accepted the confession, and he was tried 
and found guilty. 

Mr. Chairman, I would ask that the confession signed by James 
Earl Ray in 1959 and his subsequent repudiation of it be inserted 
into the record at this point as Martin Luther King exhibits F-134 
and F-135, respectively. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, they may be entered into 
the record at this point. 

[The information follows:] 
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MLK Exhibit F-135 


STATE OP MISSOURI ) 

) ss 

CITY OP ST. LOUIS ) 



V AUu24$S1 



James 


IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE CITY OP ST. LOUIS 
m iK OF M ? ??OURI 


STATE OP MISSOURI, 

Plaintiff 
(State) , 


VB 

JAMES EARL RAY, 

Defendant. 


250234 


Cause Ho. 1427-H 
Division Bo. 12 


St. Louis, Missouri 
December 15, 1959 


BEPORBi 


The Honorable John c. Casey, Judge 


APPEARANCES: 

Robert J. Roster 

Assistant Circuit Attorney for plaintiff (state) 

fi cHr i yK+ r- 

Attorney for Defendant 


Bobby McCune 
Official Court Reporter 




64 


IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 


STATE OF MISSOURI* 

Respondent, 


vs 


SUPREME COURT SO. 


JAMES EARL RAY* 


Appellant. 


RECORD OF TRANSCRIPT OH APPEAL 
FROM THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
CITY OF ST. LOUIS, STATE OF 
MISSOURI* BEFORE THE HONORABLE 
JOHN C. CASEY, JUDGE, DIVISION 
NUMBER TWELVE. 


APPEARANCES: 

The Honorable Thomas F. Eagleton 
Attorney General of Missouri 
Jefferson City* Missouri 

Attorney for Respondent 



65 


MR. KOSTERi Your Honor, Mr. Schrlber has informed me he 
wants to object to the voluntaryness of statement. 

THE court 1 Lets take a short recess at this ties. 

0O0 

WHEREUPON, AT THIS POINT IN THE PROCEEDINGS 
A TEMPORARY RECESS WAS DECLARED, THE ADMONI- 
TION WAS GIVEN TO THE JURY, AFTER WHICH TIME 
AND OUT OF THE HEARING OF THE JURY THE FOLLOW- 
ING PROCEEDINGS WERE HAD. 

O0O 

Q (Mr. Koster continuing) t Officer, you say the next 
tine you saw Ray was on Sunday, October the eleventh. Is that 
right? A Yes, sir. 

q Did you see Ray that morning? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Tell me the circumstances surroundings that next meet- 
ing? A He sent word to us that he wanted 

to talk to us. 

Q What did you do then? A Took him out of the hold- 

over, brought him back to the detectives' room and ask him what 
he wanted. 

Q And who was with you at that time? 

A Officer Rlsmer. 

Q And what did Ray say? A He Bald that If you get 

hold of the fellow named Koster or someone from the Circuit 
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Attorney's office that he wanndto give hi* a statement. 

Q What did you do then? A Contacted you. 

Q Did you question Ray further at that tine? 

A Very, very briefly. 

q Did you strike him at that tine? A Ho, sir. 

Q Did you strike hia at any tine after he had been placed 

in custody on the second fllor of 2023 Park? 

A Absolutely not. 

0 was he ever struck in your presence by anyone else? 

A No, sir. 

q Was he ever threatened? A No, sir. 

q were any promises nade to hia up until the tine you 
ed 

caiy the Circuit Attorney office? A No, sir. 

q Did you put hia back in the hold-over until the nan' 
from the Circuit Attorney's office arrived? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Then what did you do? A Sonatina around 

afternoon, twtlve thirty or so when you appeared at the office, 
then Ray was taken out of the hold-over and was questioned briefly 
by you and then when he agreed or stated that he wanted to aake a 
signed statement he was taken to the clerk's room in the district 
station and then in the presence of Officer Rianer, myself, you 
and the clerk, he was asked a number of questions by you concern- 
ing the hold up on the prior day. 

Q officer, from the tine he was taken out of the hold 
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over the second tine on Sunday morning until the tine he was taken 
into the clerk ' g6ffice and questioned by me, was he struck or 
threatened in any maimer? A HO, sir. 

Q Were any promises made to him? 

A No, sir. 

Q ware you present when the statement was taken? 

A Yes, sir, I was. 

Q After the statement was reduced to writing what was 
dome? A It was handed to him and he looked 

at it. 

Q And then what happened? A then he signed it. 

Q Officer, do you recall this question being asked t 

"Q Has anyone threatened you or promised you anything? “ 
Officer, repeating my last question, do you recall this question 
being asked: 

"Q Do you give this stateaMnt of your own free well?" 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you recall the answer being, "Yes."? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you recall this question and answer 1 

"q Has anyone threatened you or promised you anything?" 

A I do. 

Q Do you recall the answer being, "No.”? 

A That's right. Those were some of the first questions 


that you asked him. 
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MR. KOSTBRt Z have no further questions, your Honor. 

0O0 

crops BammsB 

QUESTIONS BY MR. SOUPT^Rff R* 

Q Officer, when you were up on the second floor of 2023 
Path, after you had hit the defendant over the head, isn't it a 
fact that that you went downstairs yourself and brought this man 
Owens upstairs f 

MR. ROSTER: X an going to object to that, it is irrelevant 

and lanaterial, we are testing the voluntaryness of this sta te- 
nant. 

MR. SCHRHBER* Well, I an trying to show that when - - 

THE COURT* is it your purpose to show continuing occurrence 
fron then on? 

MR. SCHRXEBER* Yea, I think it is. 

THE COURT* All right, the objection will be ova ruled. 

q (Mr. Schrieber continuing) * I just want to get the 
question on the record. Did you bring the other nan, Owens up- 
stairs to the room where the defendant Ray wast 

A No, sir I did not. 

0 And then didn't you start to punch Ray with your fist 
and then say to hln, "You know him, don't youT” and Ray said, 
"No." at that tiaeT 

A That could not have been true sir, because Owens was 


not upstairs at any time, 
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in the case. 

MR. SCHRIEBER: Well, lets get it in the record. 

THE COURT: Do you want to adduce some evidence on that? 

MR. SCHRIEBER: Yes I do, the testimony of the defendant. 

0O0 

JAMES EARL RAY. 

Defendant herein, was sworn by the Court and testified in his own 
behalf as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY MR. SCHRIEBER: 

Q We will consider you on the stand now, all right. 

What is your name? 

A James Earl Ray. 

Q Mr. Ray, did you, on the morning of Saturday, October 

tenth, or at any time subsequent to that, make any admissions 

record of 

*&atsoever to any police officer regard ing/prior convictions 
you may have had? 

A No, the only thing I admitted was what was more or 
less beat out of me. 

Q You did not make any admissions to any police officer 
at any time regarding any prior convictions? 

A NO, I made no statement like that. 


0O0 
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MR. SCHRIEBER: No, he la not in uniform. 

THE COURT: Do you take the position that the jury has been 

advised that there is any police officer in the court room T 

MR. SCHRIEBER: The jury has not been advised, but I take 

the position that/l can infer he was a police officer, the jury 
can also infer that he is a police officer. 

THE COURT: I told you, didn't It 

MR. SCHRIEBER: NO, you didn't. 

THE COURT: We will make a record on that. The motion will 

be overruled and denied. 

0O0 

WHEREUPON, THE FOLLOWING WAS IN THE HEARING 
OP THE JURY. 

MR. KOSTER: Gentlemen, at this time I am going to read to 

you State's Exhibit 4 and I will pass to you the remaining exhibits 
and also State's Exhibit 4. 

" State's Exhibit 4, October 11, 1959 Page 1 

Statement taken at Third District Police Station at 1:30 
p.m., on October 11, 1959, by Assistant Circuit Attorney Robert 
J. Roster 

MR. SCHRIEBER: Just a minute. Step up. 

oOo 

WHEREUPON, THE FOLLOWING WAS OUT OP THE 
HEARING OP THE JURY. 


MR. SCHRIEBER: FBtrthe record I want to object to counsel 
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for the State reading this statement to the jury on the grounds 
It Is prejudicial and tend to inflame their minds against my 
client before all the evidence is in* 

MR. KOSTER: It is meant to. 

THE COURT i Overruled. 

MR. SCHRIEBERi Since it is overruled, I move for a discharge 
of the jury and request that a mistrial be declared. 

THE COURT i Overruled. 

0O0 

WHEREUPON, THE FOLLOWING WAS IN THE HEARING 
OF THE JURY. 

MR. ROSTER: Let me begin again, "statement taken at Third 

District - - 

MR. SCHRIEBBR: I am going to object to counsel repeating 

the statement. 

THE COURT: Your objection will he overruled. In view of 

your objections previously made, it will be overruled and he wilL 
be permitted to read it to the Jury the one time. 

MR. SCHRIEBBR: I move for a discharge of the jury and re- 

quest a mistrial be declared. 

THE COURT: Overruled and denied. 

MR. ROSTER (continuing) : - - on October 11, 1951, by Assist- 

ant Circuit Attorney Robert J. Roster, recorded by Clexk Willis 
J. BOO, DSN 3277. 

Q What is your name? A James E. Ray. 
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0 

How old are you? 

A 

Thirty. 

Q 

Where do you live? 

A 

2023 Pack, 

Q 

What apartment number? 

A 

Pive. 


0 Janes, my name is Robert Roster - - 

MR. SCHRZEBERi I an going to have to object to any further 
reading of thestateaent on the grounds that the State has not pro- 
vided the defendant with a copy. 

MR. ROSTER: Your Honor, this is evidence, this is not - - 

THE COURTt You will be given an opportunity to naXe all your 
objections now. Have you read it? 

Mr. SCHRXEBZRI I have read it. 

THE COURT: Your objection will be overruled. Z an going 

to ash you again Mr. Schrieber, do you want to read the sta tenant 
to the Jury? 

MR. SCHRIEBER: No your Honor, let* s proceed. 

MR. ROSTER (continuing) : "Janes, n y name is Robert Roster. 

I'm from the Circuit Attorney's Office, and z want to take a state- 
ment from you concerning the holdup at the Kroger Store at 3417 
Ohio, yesterday morning, will you give me such a statement? 

A Yes. 

Q Has anyone threatened you or promised you anything? 

A NO. 

Q Do you give this statement of your own free will? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you plan this holdup with Banes Ownes? 
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A I planned It with another man. 

Q Do you want to tell me who the other man isT 
A No. 

Q Did you ever go by the Kroger Store and look it over 
before the holdupT A Yea, I was by there once. 

Q When was that? A The day before the holdup. 

Q The morning of the holdup where did you meet this other 
man? A At my place. 


Q 

Did you have two guns? 


A 

I did. 


Q 

Both of them belong to you? 

A 

Yes. 


Q 

Did you give him one of 

the guns? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

Which one did you keep? 


A 

Thirty- two automatic, 

Q 

Did you leave your apartment with the other man? 


A 

Yes. 





Q 

About what time? 

A 

Bight o'clock. 


Q 

In whose car? 

A 

His. 



Q 

What kind is that? 

A 

A new 

car; I think 

it is 


a green Plymouth, 1958. 

Q Where did you go in this car? A We went in the 

direction of the store. I am not familiar with the neighborhood. 
Q Did you make any stops on the way? 

A I stopped and picked up the other car. 

Q Where did you pick that upj 

A I don’t know the name of the street. 

Q Did you then go to the store? A Yea. 
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Q What kind of a car did you drive to the store? 

A It was about a 1953 Ford. 

Q What colorf A It was a dark colon blue or 

black. 

0 Who drove that cart A I did. 

Q Was the other man with you? A Yes. 

q Where did you park? A It wasn't too far - - 

right in front of the store. 

Q On Ohio Avenue t A If that is where the store is, 

yes. 

q Did both of you go in the storef A Yes. 

Q What did you dot A After I go into the store, 

I asked him for the money. He said he didn't have the combination. 
So I just took what was in the cash register. 

Q Did you have a pistol T A I had an automatic. 

q Did you display itf A Yes. 

Q You put it on the clerk and the woman in the Btoref 
A I put it on the clerk. 

0 You held the gun on him when you asked him for the 
money f A Yes. 

Q You got the money out of the register? 

A Yes. 

q who gave it to you? A nobody. The register was 

open and I just took it. 

Q What happened then? A Wr left. 
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Q Was the other man In the store with you? 

A Yes. 

Q What was his Job, to act as the lookout? 

A Yes. 

Q How were you dressed at the time of the holdup? 

A I had a pair of grey pants and dark green Jacket. A 

Dark hat . 

Q Where did you go when you left the store? 

A Back to the car. 

Q Who drove from the scene? A I did. 

Q Where did you go? A Went about five blocks 

from there and switched carB and we came on back to Park. 

Q You came back in the other man 1 s car? 

A Yes. 

Q To your apartment? A Yes. 

Q Did you both go upstairs? A Yes. 

Q What did you do when you got upstairs? 

A He wasn't up there very long and then he left. Then I 
heard a noise downstairs. I was in the bathroom and when I came 
out, I saw the police officer. Then he took me down to the car 
and took us on down to the station. 

Q Did you divide the money upstairs? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you take both of the guns back? 

A Yes. 
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Q What did you do with your share of the money and the 
two guns? A I put the money In my pocket and hid 

the guns In the dresser. 

Q The police recovered the money and the guns - - were 
those the same ones? A Yes. 

Q After that you were arrested by the police? 

A Yes. 

q Do you know how much money you got in this holdup? 

A I'm not sure. 

0 About how much would you say? A About $120.00. 

0 Your arrangement with the other man was to split the 

loot? A Yes. 

Q The thirty-two caliber automatic the police have here 
Is the one you used In the holdup? A That is the same on^. 

Q The clothing they recovered is the clothing you wore 
in the holdup? A Yes. 

1 have read the foregoing three pages of this statement and 
initialed any corrections, and it is true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge." 

After that appears the signature of James Earl Ray and 
under "Witnesses" appears the signature of Detective E. Rlamer 
and Detective H. Connors. 

If it please the Court , 'may I pass these to the Jury? 

THE COURT * It may be done. 

WHEREUPON, STATE'S EXHIBITS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
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Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, that concludes this morning’s pres- 
entation. The next area of concern for the committee will be the 
question of what science has to bear, if anything, on the assassina- 
tion, and I would suggest that it might be appropriate to begin that 
presentation in this afternoon’s meeting beginning at 2. 

Chairman Stokes. The committee then, at this time, will recess 
the public hearings for the purpose of going into an executive 
session immediately upon recessing. The executive session will be 
held in room 340, and the committee will then reconvene at 2 p.m. 
this afternoon for its public hearings. 

The committee stands in recess. 

[Whereupon, at 11:55 a.m., the public hearing recessed, to recon- 
vene at 2 p.m., this same day.] 

Afternoon Session 

Chairman Stokes. The committee will come to order. The Chair 
recognizes Professor Blakey. 

NARRATION BY G. ROBERT BLAKEY, CHIEF COUNSEL AND 
STAFF DIRECTOR 

Mr. Blakey. Thank you Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, as you 
have noted, the committee does not have available to it in its 
investigation of the assassination of Dr. King an abundance of 
scientific evidence. There are, for example, no motion pictures or 
sound tapes of the actual event as there were in the assassination 
of President Kennedy. This is not to say that the committee is 
totally bereft of scientific data from which useful conclusions could 
be drawn. As a case in point, there are the autopsy photographs 
and other records that were presented to the committee by its 
panel of forensic pathologist last August. In addition, the commit- 
tee will receive an analysis of the ballistics evidence by a panel of 
firearms specialists later today. 

For the record, nevertheless, that the committee attempted to 
draw information from a number of other scientific disciplines 
should be noted. Unfortunately, success did not always result, for 
the fulfillment of forensic science does not always equal its prom- 
ise. The committee considered, for example, a neutron activation 
analysis, a process similar to the one used to match metal frag- 
ments in the Kennedy case to identify hair samples taken from 
James Earl Ray’s automobile. When it was discovered that the 
analysis would be less than reliable in the area of hair as opposed 
to metal analysis — hair samples taken at one time apparently 
cannot be usefully matched against other samples taken years 
later — the project was dropped. In addition, the advantages of a 
psychological study of Mr. Ray were carefully examined, but after 
consulting with several specialists, it was concluded that a project 
of that character would be unlikely to produce sound results in the 
absence of the corroboration of Mr. Ray himself, a prospect that 
was not very likely. 

There was, however, much to be learned from other scientific 
studies. Here is a brief rundown of some which will be described in 
greater detail in our final report: 
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An engineering firm was retained to survey the murder scene in 
Memphis, and an analysis of the angles and distances between 
such structures as the Lorraine Motel and the roominghouse at 422 
South Main Street led to this conclusion: 

* * * the geometric data is consistent with the bathroom window at the rear of 
* * * (the roominghouse) as a possible location of the assassin. 

A fingerprint analysis verified that prints found on the critical 
evidence — the rifle and the bundle found in front of Canipe’s 
Amusement Company in Memphis — were those of James Earl Ray. 
Attempts to link other prints with those of known Ray associates 
have either been unsuccessful or are still in process. 

Also, a handwriting expert identified various samples of hand- 
writing as having been written by Mr. Ray. 

The committee employed experts to examine polygraph tests pre- 
viously given to James Earl Ray, the results of which were summa- 
rized this morning. 

Let me turn now, Mr. Chairman, to the committee’s extensive 
analysis of the firearm evidence, though I would like to begin with 
some words of caution. 

It is generally believed that firearm identification is an exact 
science, able to determine if a certain bullet, provided a substantial 
portion of it has been recovered, was fired by a certain weapon. For 
that reason, the FBI has been criticized for its failure to establish 
that the bullet recovered from Dr. King’s body was fired by the 
rifle found at the murder scene. Mark Lane, Mr. Ray’s counsel, has 
written in his Code Name “Zorro”, 

The failure of the state to prove that the “death slug” was fired from what was 
alleged to be Ray’s rifle reflected very poorly upon the case against Ray. 

The firearms evidence — the rifle, an expended cartridge case, the 
bullet recovered from Dr. King’s body and nine unfired car- 
tridges — was examined in the FBI laboratory in Washington, and a 
report issued on April 17, 1968. Its conclusions: 

One, the expended cartridge case was fired in the rifle. 

Two, the bullet could have been fired by the rifle, but distortion 
and the absence of indicative markings precluded a positive deter- 
mination. 

Three, it was not possible to establish a positive link between the 
bullet and cartridge case through markings on the bullet. 

Four, the bullet was found to match the bullet components of 
five cartridges, commercial ammunition manufactured by Reming- 
ton-Peters. 

Five, the remaining four cartridges, also found in the Peters box, 
were military ammunition made by Remington Arms Co., and 

Six, the Peters cartridge box, it was determined, would normally 
contain Remington-Peters ammunition of a type identical to the 
five commercial cartridges found. It was also determined that the 
spent cartridge case was a component of the type of ammunition 
normally contained in the Peters box. Nevertheless, it was not 
possible to conclude, due to the way the cartridges were boxed, that 
the five commercial cartridges and the cartridge of which the spent 
case was a component, had been packaged in that same box. 

In its investigation of the King assassination, the select commit- 
tee convened a panel of experts to conduct a comprehensive exami- 
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nation of all firearms and related evidence. A prerequisite to selec- 
tion for the panel was no prior connection to the case; and to 
assure further that the panel would be objective, its members were 
not supplied with the results of the earlier investigation by the 
FBI. 

Recommendations for the panel were solicited from the Associ- 
ation of Firearm and Tool Mark Examiners, the Forensic Science 
Foundation, and the American Academy of Forensic Sciences, from 
which a list of 27 prospective members was obtained: Three of 
them were eliminated because of their affiliation with the FBI; one 
because he had written about the firearms evidence in the King 
assassination; one because he was physically unable to participate. 
Of those remaining, 18 responded to requests for resumes, although 
10 of them declined to be considered due to other commitments or 
for personal reasons. 

Before a final selection was made, Jack Kershaw, at that time 
James Earl Ray's attorney, was advised of the names of the candi- 
dates, but Mr. Kershaw declined to participate in the Final selec- 
tion. In that selection, five panel members were chosen. They are 
Monty C. Lutz, Donald E. Champagne, John S. Bates, Jr., Andrew 
M. Newquist, and Russell M. Wilhelm. 

Mr. Lutz holds a B.S. degree in criminal justice from the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska. The committee will recall that he has appeared 
before it in connection with the Kennedy case. He has been the 
chief firearms and tool mark examiner for the U.S. Army Criminal 
Investigation Laboratory at Fort Gordon, Ga., and a criminal inves- 
tigator for the U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Division. He pres- 
ently is a firearms and tool mark analyst with the Wisconsin 
Regional Crime Laboratory, New Berlin, Wis. Mr. Lutz has lec- 
tured at colleges, universities and law enforcement schools across 
the country. 

Mr. Champagne is presently a firearms and tool mark examiner 
with the Florida Department of Criminal Law Enforcement in 
Tallahassee. The committee will again recall that he has appeared 
before it in connection with the Kennedy case. He previously 
served for 15 years as a firearms and tool mark examiner in the 
crime detection laboratory in Ottawa, Ontario. He has lectured 
extensively at the Canadian Police College and at other law en- 
forcement agencies in Canada and the United States. 

Mr. Champagne presently serves as president of the Association 
of Firearm and Tool Mark Examiners. He also is a member of the 
Southern Association of Forensic Scientists and the Canadian Soci- 
ety of Forensic Science. 

Mr. Champagne has trained several firearms examiners for the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police and for the Florida Department of 
Criminal Law Enforcement. He serves on the editorial board of the 
Journal of the Canadian Society of Forensic Science. 

Mr. Bates is the senior firearms examiner in the New York State 
Police Laboratory at Albany. He, too, has appeared before the 
committee. He has been a lecturer at the State University of New 
York at Albany and Cobleskill, the New York Police Academy and 
the New York State Municipal Training Council. 

Mr. Bates has studied firearms identification and examination 
procedures at the U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Laboratory, 
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the Regional Center for Criminal Justice and the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation in Washington, D.C. He is a member of the Associ- 
ation of Firearm and Tool Mark Examiners, serving as its secre- 
tary since 1973. In 1973, he was the recipient of the AFTE Distin- 
guished Service Award. 

Mr. Bates is a historian for the New York State Police, and he 
has written numerous articles on the subject of firearms identifica- 
tion for the Journal of the Association of Firearm and Tool Mark 
Examiners. 

Mr. Newquist is a special agent and firearm, tool mark and 
latent fingerprint examiner of the Iowa Bureau of Criminal Inves- 
tigation. He too has appeared before the committee in the King 
case. He has studied firearms identification at the Cook Institute of 
Applied Science and the FBI Academy. 

Mr. Newquist is a member and a past president of the Associ- 
ation of Firearm and Tool Mark Examiners, and he currently is on 
its executive committee. He is a member of the International Asso- 
ciation of Identification. 

Mr. Wilhelm is chief of the Maryland State Police Ballistics 
Unit. He served as chief of the Baltimore City Police Ballistics 
Section for 7 years, he has been a private firearms consultant. 

The panel conducted its examination on August 24-28 and Sep- 
tember 23-27, 1977, in facilities provided by the Metropolitan 
Police Department of Washington, D.C. The department’s firearms 
section supervisor, George Wilson, served as panel coordinator. 

The following evidence was examined by the panel: 

One, the alleged assassination rifle; 

Two, a .30-06 caliber Remington-Peters expended cartridge case, 
allegedly found in the rifle; 

Three, a Peters cartridge case box containing component parts of 
five unfired .30-06 caliber Remington-Peters cartridges and four 
unfired .30-06 caliber Remington Arms cartridges, recovered with 
other evidence at the entrance to Canipe’s Amusement Co., 424 
South Main Street, Memphis, by the Memphis police shortly after 
the King assassination; 

Four, the bullet removed from Dr. King’s body; 

Five, autopsy photographs; 

Six, clothing worn by Dr. King at the time of the assassination; 
and 

Seven, a windowsill board removed from the second floor bath- 
room of the rooming house at 422 South Main Street, Memphis. 

At the conclusion of the FBI investigation in 1968, the firearms 
evidence was sent to the criminal court of Shelby County, Tenn. 
The select committee took custody of the evidence on March 11, 
1977. On August 24, 1977, Charles Koster, deputy clerk of the 
criminal court of Shelby County, came to Washington to oversee 
the transfer of the evidence to the police laboratory. 

The following issues were posed to the firearms panel: 

One, was the death bullet fired by the alleged assassination rifle? 

Two, was the designated cartridge case fired in that rifle? 

Three, was the cartridge case loaded into the rifle through the 
magazine or directly into the chamber? 

Four, is the cartridge case the same type and brand as the 
cartridge cases of the unfired cartridges? 
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Five, is the bullet the same type and brand as the bullet portions 
of the unfired cartridge cases? 

Six, did the bullet and the cartridge case originate as one cart- 
ridge? 

Seven, were any of the unfired cartridges ever loaded into the 
chamber or magazine of the rifle or any other firearm? 

Eight, did the rifle indent the surface of the windowsill board 
from the bathroom? 

Nine, is the damage to Dr. King's clothing consistent with the 
damage that would have been caused by the bullet fired by the 
rifle? 

Mr. Chairman, it would be appropriate at this time to call the 
firearms panel. 

Chairman Stokes. The committee calls the firearms panel at this 
time. 

Gentlemen, will you stand, raise your right hand, to be sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you will give before 
this committee will be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God? 

[Panelists answer affirmatively.] 

Chairman Stokes. Thank you. You may be seated. 

TESTIMONY OF ANDREW M. NEWQUIST, IOWA BUREAU OF 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION; GEORGE WILSON, METROPOLI- 
TAN POLICE DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D.C.; JOHN S. 

BATES, JR., NEW YORK STATE POLICE LABORATORY; RUS- 
SELL M. WILHELM, CHIEF, MARYLAND STATE POLICE BAL- 
LISTIC UNIT; DONALD E. CHAMPAGNE, FLORIDA DEPART- 
MENT OF CRIMINAL LAW ENFORCEMENT; AND MONTY C. 

LUTZ, WISCONSIN REGIONAL CRIME LABORATORY 

Chairman Stokes. The Chair recognizes staff counsel, Mr. Wil- 
liam A. Webb. 

Mr. Webb. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I would like to have the members of the panel identify them- 
selves, beginning with Mr. Newquist on my right. 

Mr. Newquist. My name is Andrew M. Newquist. 

Mr. Wilson. Mr. George R. Wilson. 

Mr. Bates. John S. Bates, Jr. 

Mr. Wilhelm. Russell M. Wilhelm. 

Mr. Champagne. Donald Champagne. 

Mr. Lutz. Monty C. Lutz. 

Mr. Webb. Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman, we will begin the questioning with Mr. Newquist. 

Mr. Newquist, will you explain to the committee what the sci- 
ence of firearms identification is? 

Mr. Newquist. Firearms identification, sometimes referred to as 
ballistics, is the examination and comparison of firearms, ammuni- 
tion and component parts of ammunition involved in crimes. 

Mr. Webb. Thank you. 

What is meant by general class and individual identifying char- 
acteristics? 

Mr. Newquist. Class characteristics are those predetermined 
prior to the manufacture of a firearm; the caliber, the number of 
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lands and grooves, the direction of the twist, whether it is to be a 
rifle, pistol, et cetera. 

Individual characteristics are put in the firearm at the time of 
manufacture. There are certain operations during the manufactur- 
ing of a firearm that create imperfections in the barrel, the extrac- 
tor, the ejector, the firing pin and the breech face. These markings 
or imperfections in any one firearm are entirely different from 
those in another. 

It is, therefore, possible to make a comparison of a questioned 
bullet and a test bullet, and determine if they have been fired from 
the same firearm, or compare a questioned cartridge case with a 
test cartridge case and determine if they have been fired in a 
specific firearm. 

Mr. Webb. Mr. Newquist, Could you move the microphone a little 
closer to you, please? 

Will you describe rifling and its significance in firearms identifi- 
cation? 

Mr. Newquist. Rifling is found in the barrel of the firearm. 
There are raised portions and lowered portions. The raised portions 
are known as lands, the lowered portions are known as grooves. 

At the time rifling is put into a barrel, it is also given rotation to 
the right or left, depending on the manufacturing specifications. 

When a bullet is fired down the barrel of a firearm, it takes on 
land and grove impressions and direction of twist. The imperfec- 
tions found in the land and groove areas of the bullet are imparted 
to the bullet in an impression area of the land and impression area 
of the groove, in the form of scratches or striations. It also takes on 
a rotation due to the turning of the rifling which adds stability to 
the bullet in flight when it leaves the barrel. 

It is these scratches or striations that are used to compare one 
bullet against another bullet, to determine if they have been fired 
from the same firearm. 

Mr. Webb. Will you describe the manner in which bullets are 
examined? 

Mr. Newquist. When a bullet is received, a worksheet is made 
out on it, noting the weight of the projectile, the type of projectile 
it is, whether it be lead, a jacketed bullet, or a copper-clad bullet. 
The caliber is noted. The number of lands and grooves are noted 
and the direction of twist. 

Mr. Webb. Will you also describe the manner in which cartridge 
cases are examined? 

Mr. Newquist. Here again, a worksheet is filled out noting the 
brand of ammunition on the headstamp, the caliber, if breech face 
markings are present, extractor markings are present, chamber 
markings, so they can be later compared with test material. 

Mr. Webb. Will you also describe the manner in which the 
firearm itself would be examined? 

Mr. Newquist. Here again, a worksheet would be filled out 
noting the type of firearm, the manufacturer, the serial number, 
the length of the barrel, the overall length of the firearm, the 
trigger pull weight, the number of lands and grooves contained 
within the barrel and the direction of twist. 

If they are consistent with the — if the rifling — the lands and 
grooves, the number of them, the direction of twist is consistent 
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with the questioned material of the bullet, that was submitted, 
then the firearm will be test fired and test firings will be compared 
against the submitted bullets for comparison purposes. 

Mr. Webb. What type of equipment would be used in making 
these comparisons? 

Mr. Newquist. The basic equipment is a comparison microscope. 
The comparison microscope has two stages, one on the 'left and one 
on the right. The stages are adjustable up and down to bring the 
bullet or the object being viewed into focus; they can be moved 
forward or backward, or from side to side, and in the case of 
observing bullets, they can be rotated 360 degrees, so the entire 
circumference can be observed. 

A test bullet is placed on one side and the questioned bullet on 
the other stage, brought into focus, and by a network of prisms and 
a lens barrel, the bullet on the right stage is brought into focus on 
the right side of the eyepiece, and the left stage into the left side of 
the eyepiece, so the similarity or dissimilarity of the two objects 
being viewed can be noted. 

Mr. Webb. The panel’s testimony today will refer to certain tests 
performed on various items of physical evidence to determine the 
presence or absence of gunpowder residue. 

Would you describe the manner in which those tests are per- 
formed? 

Mr. Newquist. If the muzzle of a firearm at the time of dis- 
charge is not too great a distance from a garment or object being 
shot at, it will leave a firearm discharge residue on it. The garment 
or the item will be examined first visually, then microscopically, in 
order to observe if any powder particles or partly burned powder 
particles are present. It will then be treated chemically; and if the 
nitrites, which is a byproduct of burnt gunpowder, is present, you 
will get a reaction in a pattern. 

If you find this, then the weapon identified as being used in the 
crime will be test fired at various distances between the muzzle 
and the test pattern material. The test pattern material will be 
treated chemically to obtain a pattern, and the pattern from the 
test will be compared with the pattern that is found on the gar- 
ment in question, and an approximate distance from muzzle to 
garment can be determined. 

Mr. Webb. Thank you, Mr. Newquist. 

Mr. Chairman, the next series of questions will be posed to Mr. 
George Wilson. 

Mr. Wilson, will you state your current employment, please? 

Mr. Wilson. The Metropolitan Police Department, Washington, 
D.C., as supervisor and chief firearms examiner of the firearms 
identification section. 

Mr. Webb. And it was at your facility that the panel conducted 
its tests? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes, sir, the arrangements, through the cooperation 
of former Chief Culinane, obtaining the facilities of the Metropoli- 
tan Police Department firearms identification section. 

Mr. Webb. Sir, would you describe the procedures which were 
adopted by the panel in connection with their examinations? 

Mr. Wilson. First off, we set up elaborate security measures 
within the laboratory so the Dr. King evidence could be housed. 
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Second, we drafted a standardized worksheet to be utilized for 
the examination such as a weapon worksheet, bullet worksheet, 
cartridge, cartridge case, clothing, and miscellaneous; there were 
six separate sheets. 

A total overview of the firearms evidence was examined by the 
panel and the examination without specific knowledge of the re- 
sults of prior examinations by the FBI in this case, to insure the 
objectivity of our analysis. 

Some of the evidence was tested jointly and some independently. 

Mr. Webb. Mr. Wilson, would you identify which items of evi- 
dence were tested jointly and which independently? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes. The microscopic examination and comparisons 
of bullet Q-64, fired cartridge case, Q-3, the FBI test, the panel test 
from rifle Q-2, were conducted individually by each member and 
reported upon independently, and such findings noted in their 
individual reports. 

Upon completion of these individual reports, the panel discussion 
resulted in a joint final report, a joint report was made. 

Mr. Webb. Mr. Wilson, will you describe your role in connection 
with the work of the panel? 

Mr. Wilson. As the technical assistant with the panel, the FBI 
firearms reports were made available to me prior to the examina- 
tion conducted by this panel. 

After each examiner finished his individual reports, prior to 
discussing them with one another, a check of each report in gener- 
al with the examiners making sure that all procedures adopted 
were followed, and all questiones from the select committee an- 
swered. The individual reports were then signed, sealed, and placed 
into the safe in the laboratory. 

Mr. Webb. And after the individual reports were accepted by you 
and sealed and placed in the safe, did the panel convene jointly to 
consider the evidence they had examined? 

Mr. Wilson. That’s correct, with the deputy chief counsel, Bob 
Lehner. 

Mr. Webb. And upon completion of the panel’s meetings, did 
they prepare a report of their findings? 

Mr. Wilson. That’s correct. 

Mr. Webb. Sir, would you briefly describe the type of equipment 
which was available to the panel at the facility? 

Mr. Wilson. The Metropolitan Police firearms identification lab- 
oratory is equipped with the latest instrumentation in this disci- 
pline. The facility is only 9 years old. 

Through comparison microscopes, low-power binocular scopes, 
horizontal water recovery system, and chemical capabilities. 

It should be noted, that all the firearms evidence in the assassi- 
nation of Dr. King were conducted within this laboratory. 

Mr. Webb. Thank you, Mr. Wilson. 

Mr. Webb. Mr. Chairman, at this time we will begin a discussion 
of the evidence and the conclusions the panel reached. 

I would like to begin with Mr. John Bates. 

The first exhibit this afternoon is the alleged assassination rifle. 
It was designated Q-2 by the FBI laboratory when they tested it. 
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At this time I would like to have the rifle, which was premarked 
as MLK exhibit F-145, entered as an exhibit and shown to Mr. 
Bates. 

Chairman Stokes. Be it ordered, at this point, that MLK F-145 
be accepted into the record. 

[MLK exhibit F-145 is in the possessibn of Shelby County Crimi- 
nal Court Clerk J. A. Blackwell.] 

And while it is occurring, Mr. Bates, have you checked the 
weapon previously today to determine that it is, in fact, unloaded? 

Mr. Bates. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Webb. And will you identify that exhibit for the committee, 
please? 

Mr. Bates. This exhibit is a .30-caliber, pump action, repeating 
rifle. It was manufactured by the Remington Arms Co. It is their 
model 760; it bears serial number 461476. It is chambered for the 
.30-06 Springfield caliber cartridge. 

The rifle is equipped with a Redfield brand, two-to-seven power 
telescopic sight bearing serial number A17350. The sight is at- 
tached to the top of the receiver of the rifle with Weaver-brand 
scope mounts. 

This rifle has rifling of six lands, six grooves, right twist. The 
overall length of the rifle is 42 inches. The barrel length is 22 
inches. The rifle and scope weigh 8 x k pounds. 

The rifle has a detachable box magazine with a capacity of four 
cartridges. 

Mr. Webb. Mr. Bates, is that the rifle which was tested by the 
panel? 

Mr. Bates. Yes; this is the rifle that was examined and test fired 
by the panel. 

Mr. Webb. And how are you able to identify it as such? 

Mr. Bates. I can identify this rifle by the serial number and by 
the initials of each panel member which was placed underneath 
the buttplate on the stock of the weapon at the time of our exami- 
nation. 

Mr. Webb. Mr. Chairman, a series of photographic exhibits have 
been prepared to facilitate the panel’s discussion. I would like to 
have the first such photograph, which has been premarked as MLK 
exhibit No. F-146, entered into the record as an exhibit. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the 
record. 

[The information follows:] 
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Mr. Webb. Mr. Bates, will you step around to the front of the 
table and demonstrate the operation of the rifle, identifying its 
working parts and its functions? 

Mr. Bates. This rifle is operated by a forward-and-back move- 
ment of this wooden portion underneath the barrel called the fore- 
end. When the action release bar is depressed and the fore-end is 
pulled to the rear, the bolt, located through the port of the weapon, 
is unlocked from the rear of the barrel and released and moves 
toward the rear. 

At the same time, the firing mechanism located within the re- 
ceiver is cocked [indicating]. The box magazine is detachable from 
the rifle; it has a capacity of four cartridges. 

To load the rifle, the cartridges are placed in the magazine; the 
magazine is inserted into the bottom of the receiver. By moving the 
fore-end forward, the bolt contacts the uppermost cartridge in the 
magazine, removing it from the magazine, pushing it forward and 
upward into the chamber of the rifle. 

The final portion of the fore-end movement locks the bolt into 
the receiver and the weapon is now ready to be fired. 

This particular weapon, with the safety off, a pressure of ap- 
proximately 4 % pounds on the trigger will fire the weapon. 

To remove the fired cartridge case from the weapon, it is merely 
necessary to pull the fore-end toward the rear, extracting the car- 
tridge case from the chamber. The final portion of the fore-end 
movement causes the cartridge case to be ejected from the rifle. 

The method of firing I have described, uses the magazine to hold 
cartridges. This weapon may also be fired as a single-shot firearm 
by loading an individual cartridge into the chamber through the 
port of the weapon, or through the magazine well. 

In the loading and firing procedure there are several parts of 
this weapon that come in contact with the cartridge and impart on 
the cartridge identifying markings which are of value to us for 
comparison purposes. 

The first portion of the cartridge that the weapon contacts is the 
bullet, which passes through the barrel of the weapon as it is fired. 
The bullet engages the rifling in the barrel. 

The cartridge case comes in contact with the magazine, the 
breech face of the bolt, the extractor and ejector; it also expands to 
contact the chamber when it is fired in the weapon. 

Also, on the bolt are locking lugs which secure it to the rear of 
the barrel. If there are cartridges in the magazine and the bolt is 
drawn either backward or forward across the upper cartridge in 
the magazine, the bolt locking lug will contact that particular 
cartridge. 

Mr. Webb. I would ask you to step to the eased, where we have 
two of the component parts of the rifle you have described, and 
explain their significance in firearms identification. 

Mr. Bates. The lower portion of this exhibit depicts a photograph 
of the actual breech face or forward part of the bolt of this rifle. It 
has been magnified several times. In the center is a round hole 
through which the firing pin will protrude when the rifle is fired. 

It shows the surface irregularities of the bolt of this weapon. 
There are a large number of concentric circles showing various 
surface defects within the surface. 
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When a cartridge is fired in the rifle, the surface defects that are 
found on this bolt face will be imparted on the soft brass of the 
cartridge. 

Up above is an enlargement of the bolt locking lug area. As I 
stated before, if a cartridge is in the magazine and the bolt is 
drawn across the cartridge, the surface of the bolt locking lug will 
contact the cartridge, imparting markings on the side of the car- 
tridge case. 

Mr. Webb. Thank you, Mr. Bates. Will you leave the microphone 
at the easel and resume your seat? 

Will you describe the condition of the rifle when it was received 
by the panel? 

Mr. Bates. At the time of the receipt of this rifle and our 
examination of the rifle, we found it to be in good operating condi- 
tion. 

Our examination of the bore of the barrel to determine the 
rifling indicated that there was residue present inside the barrel. It 
was the decision of the members of this panel that this residue 
should be removed prior to test firing of the rifle. 

Thus we pushed a soft cotton patch through the barrel, removing 
the residue. 

Mr. Webb. And just for the record, Mr. Bates, would you describe 
the nature of residue that’s commonly found on the bore of a rifle? 

Mr. Bates. This residue consisted of dirt, soot, smoke, and fire- 
arms discharge particles. 

Mr. Webb. And the passage of the soft cloth through the bore of 
the rifle in no way alters its characteristics; is that correct? 

Mr. Bates. No; it does not. 

Mr. Webb. Thank you. 

When the panel examined the scope, can you tell us what the 
setting was on it? 

Mr. Bates. At the time of our examination, the scope was set at 
three-power magnification. 

Mr. Webb. And do you know what the setting was when the rifle 
was tested by the FBI? 

Mr. Bates. The FBI report indicates that it was set at 6V2-power 
magnification. 

Mr. Webb. Did the panel attempt to check the accuracy of the 
rifle with the scope? 

Mr. Bates. No; we did not. 

Mr. Webb. And will you explain to us why you did not? 

Mr. Bates. We did not do this because of, No. 1, the lapse of time 
between the assassination and our examination of the rifle. Second, 
there were differences in the scope setting which I have noted; and, 
furthermore, there were accuracy tests conducted by the FBI at the 
time of their examination of this weapon. 

Mr. Webb. Mr. Bates, the panel noted the presence of a red 
substance on the forward portion of the magazine well, in front of 
the magazine. Were you able to identify that substance? 

Mr. Bates. Yes; we were. At the time of our examination it was 
not readily identifiable by the members of this panel. However, 
contact with the Remington Arms Co. indicated that they use a 
red-colored cement known as Loctite to hold the barrel bracket bolt 
to the barrel bracket. 
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Subsequently, since our examination of this weapon, I, along 
with other panel members, have observed this same type of red 
material in other Remington rifles that we have examined in our 
individual laboratories. 

Mr. Webb. Thank you, Mr. Bates. 

Mr. Chairman, the next two areas of questions will be covered by 
Congressman Fauntroy. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. Mr. Fauntroy. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman, I would like to have the bullet 
designated by the FBI as Q-64 and premarked as MLK exhibit 
F-147 entered and shown to Mr. Wilhelm. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the 
record. 

[MLK exhibit F-147 is in the possession of Shelby County Crimi- 
nal Court Clerk J. A. Blackwell.] 

Mr. Fauntroy. At the same time, I would like to have the next 
photograph, which has been premarked as MLK F-148, entered 
into the record. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the 
record. 

[The information follows:] 
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Mr. Fauntroy. Now, Mr. Wilhelm, will you identify and describe 
these exhibits, beginning with the bullet? 

Mr. Wilhelm. Yes, sir. 

As a result of our examination, it was determined that this was a 
.30-caliber, jacketed, soft-nosed bullet, made by the Remington- 
Peters Arms Company. There are three parts to it. We have the 
lead, which is the core, that had been in the jacket. There is a 
fragment of jacket that is separated now from the original jacket 
part; they are marked Q-64 and Q-52. These are the markings on 
these pieces of evidence when received by us. 

Mr. Fauntroy. So that the condition of the bullet is now in three 
parts? 

Mr. Wilhelm. That’s correct, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Now, directing your attention to the lower photo- 
graph of Q-64, the bullet as depicted in F-148, will you indicate the 
areas where markings would have significance for firearms identi- 
fication? 

Mr. Wilhelm. Should I go to the 

Mr. Fauntroy. Yes, would you kindly go to the exhibit. 

For the benefit of the Members, we have that duplicated in our 
booklet, so you can see at close range the markings which I have 
asked Mr. Wilhelm to identify. 

Mr. Wilhelm. This is the base of the bullet. These are the 
markings that are made by the lands, as formerly described, as to 
what causes the bullet in effect to become a small gyroscope as it 
travels through the air. 

This creates the accuracy of the weapon. 

Now this is the nose that had originally been lead. The base is 
solid. It is necessary in a soft-nosed or hollow-point bullet to have a 
solid base. This prevents the expansive force of the gases and the 
heat that’s created at the time of discharge from melting the lead 
and pushing it out. 

So this bullet has been furled back, parts of the jacket are now 
furled back over the area that we need for identification or exami- 
nation, rather. So that here we have six land and six groove 
impressions, with the direction of twist right. 

Shall I continue on with the top 

Mr. Fauntroy. Well, yes. 

At this point, Mr. Wilhelm and Mr. Chairman, I would like to 
have the next two photographs, which have been premarked MLK 
F-149 and MLK F-150 entered into the record. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, they may be entered into 
the record. 

[The information follows:] 
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Mr. Fauntroy. Now, Mr. Wilhelm, will you go to the photograph 
above, just to describe what is there? 

Mr. Wilhelm. This is the evidence as received by us and exam- 
ined. 

At this time the jacket has been furled back to reveal all of the 
bare surface that is possible to be revealed. On the left is the lead 
that was originally the core of this bullet. This is part of the jacket 
that has been removed. And I would mention that in our examina- 
tions we all find it frequently necessary to remove part of the 
furled-back jacket, which has been done here, which now is of no 
value for examination or of very little value, so that we can see all 
of the bearing surface which is possible. In my opinion, this had 
been done probably by the Bureau in their previous examination. 
They had removed this jacket, this flange of the jacket, so that 
they could see all of this area. 

Mr. Fauntroy. I see. 

Now we have placed exhibits F-149 and F-150 before you. I 
wonder if you could describe to the committee what is depicted in 
these exhibits? 

Mr. Wilhelm. Is this the one we are referring to, sir? 

Mr. Fauntroy. Yes; this is 149. 

Mr. Wilhelm. OK. Here we have a photograph taken under the 
microscope. There is a division line in the center, as was described 
by Andy in the beginning of this 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Wilhelm, just a moment, you are using now 
150. Would you go over to 149, which I think — check that 

Mr. Wilhelm. This one? 

Mr. Fauntroy. Yes; that is 149. 

Mr. Wilhelm. Here we have three photographs of the evidence 
bullet, Q-64. These are showing areas of land impression. We have 
three different areas that we found land impressions on. 

Now here at the top we have Q-64, which is the evidence bullet, 
as opposed to a test bullet that we fired. Test No. 2, that was fired 
into water and recovered in the District of Columbia laboratory. 

The division line through the center separates the left and right 
objects. So that we mount each bullet on a substance, beeswax used 
mostly, to retain the bullet on the spindle that we can remove, 
raise and lower, in an attempt to sharply focus it; and then with 
the test bullet on the other side, we first look for class characteris- 
tics. And this is what we find here. 

The width of the land and the width of the groove are coinciden- 
tal, which would indicate that the evidence bullet came from a rifle 
with six land and six groove impressions, with a direction of twist 
right. 

So at this point the possibility exists that this bullet could have 
been fired from the rifle in evidence. 

Our next procedure then is to begin to look for the fine, acciden- 
tal striation that would be the signature of the particular weapon 
in which it was fired. So, this is the area in which we would look 
for those markings. 

Mr. Fauntroy. All right. What, therefore, did the panel conclude 
about Q-64? 

Mr. Wilhelm. As was mentioned, each of us did our own individ- 
ual examination prior to collaborating or conversing with each 
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other; and we all agreed unanimously, that we were unable to find 
sufficient accidental stria between the evidence and test bullet 
upon which conclusion could be reached that this bullet came from 
Q-2 to the exclusion of all other weapons. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Will you describe what happens when a cartridge 
is fired in a rifle, paying particular attention to the factors which 
have significance for firearms identification in reaching that con- 
clusion? 

Mr. Wilhelm. At the time of discharge, the firing pin indents the 
primer and the cartridge case. This creates a hot spark that in 
turn starts the powder burning. 

Now, even though we believe that a gun is an instantaneous 
explosion, it is a progressive burning; and there is a gas formed 
throughout the bullet’s entire travel from the beginning to the end 
of the barrel. 

The base of the bullet swells, and I might liken it unto the piston 
ring of an automobile or an internal combustion engine. The ring 
creates a seal that allows gas not to escape but to exert its entire 
energy on the top of the piston. 

The same thing happens in a firearm: The base is intended to 
expand and form a seal as it travels down the barrel of the 
weapon. So that generally, somewhere in this area, there will be 
fine striation created that we use for an identification. In this 
particular case, we found insufficient accidental stria to call an 
identification on Q-64 against the bullet. 

There is a definition, if I might, sir, as to a firearm being an 
instrument or device capable of propelling a projectile by the ex- 
pansive force of the gases generated by the combustion of an explo- 
sive substance. 

So this relates to the fact that although it sounds instantaneous 
to it, there is a constant push throughout the entire bullet’s travel, 
and this is what swells the base of the bullet. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Now this is a key question for me and I think, 
many of the American people. In MLK exhibit F-149, the upper 
right-hand picture, the bullet on the left-hand side is Q-64, which 
is what remains of the bullet taken from Dr. King’s body? 

Mr. Wilhelm. That’s correct, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. The bullet pictured on the right is a test bullet 
fired from this rifle? 

Mr. Wilhelm. That’s correct. 

Mr. Fauntroy. My question is, why — if both were fired from the 
same rifle, with the same grooves — were you not able to conclude 
that they both came from the same rifle? 

Mr. Wilhelm. There are several factors that can contribute to 
this: One is a natural wiping of the bore area as a result of much 
firing. 

There is often a variation in the hardness of jacketed bullets. 
Lead bullets are generally much easier to match because they swell 
and take on the fine stria that is necessary, or what we call the 
signature of the particular rifle. These are the two main things 
that can cause an inconclusion, and this is what we ran into. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Do I take it that this is the experience of every 
member of the panel? Have you had that kind of experience in the 
past in your work? 
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Mr. Wilhelm. We all have, sir, although it is not a common 
occurrence; it is not an infrequent thing that does happen to us. 

Mr. Fauntroy. It happens once in a while? 

Mr. Wilhelm. Once in a while, yes, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. I see. 

Were you to fire two bullets, test bullets, and compare them as 
you compared that test bullet with the — what you chll the evidence 
bullet 

Mr. Wilhelm. The evidence bullet. 

Mr. Fauntroy [continuing]. Q-64, would you likely get the same 
indices? 

Mr. Wilhelm. We fired several test bullets from the weapon, and 
we found variations in the stria even between our own test bullets. 
So that on several of the test bullets we couldn't even match with 
each other. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Let me see if I understand your testimony, then. 
Even when a member of the panel test-fired two bullets, they were 
not able in either case to match those bullets with each other? 

Mr. Wilhelm. That's correct. 

Mr. Fauntroy. We do not have a picture of that, do we? 

Mr. Wilhelm. No. We do have here a photograph of the evidence 
bullet and one of the FBI test bullets that we also examined under 
the comparison microscope, with the Q-64 evidence on the left. 
That also was an inconclusion. 

Mr. Fauntroy. And that is 

Mr. Wilhelm. That also was inconclusive. 

Mr. Fauntroy. That likewise is inconclusive, you say? 

Mr. Wilhelm. That's right, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. All right. Thank you, Mr. Wilhelm. 

Mr. Chairman, at this time I would like to have the Q-3 car- 
tridge case, which has been premarked as MLK F-151, entered as 
an exhibit. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the 
record. 

[MLK exhibit F-151 is in the possession of Shelby County Crimi- 
nal Court Clerk J. A. Blackwell.] 

Mr. Fauntroy. In addition, I would like the next five photo- 
graphs, which have been premarked as MLK F-152 through MLK 
F-156, entered as exhibits. For the record, they are a photograph of 
the Q-3 cartridge case, two photographs showing chamber marks 
on the Q-3 case, a photograph of the head stamps on the Q-3 case, 
and a photograph showing the head stamps on four cartridges 
which were designated by the FBI as Q-9 through Q-12; and I 
would like to ask Mr. Champagne to respond to a number of 
questions with respect to this exhibit. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, all of the exhibits referred 
to may be entered into the record at this point, and you may 
proceed with Mr. Champagne. 

[The information follows:] 
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Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Champagne, will you identify for us MLK 
F-151? 

Mr. Champagne. This is a 30.06 Springfield caliber Remington- 
Peters expended cartridge case that I have in my hand. It is 
exemplified by the enlargement on the far left of the photographs. 

Mr. Fauntroy. I see. What is the source of that evidence, as you 
understand it? From whence did it come? 

Mr. Champagne. We received it along with the other exhibits in 
this case. 

Mr. Fauntroy. What were you told about it? 

Mr. Champagne. We received it in order to conduct an examina- 
tion and tests to determine whether or not this cartridge case was 
Fired in the exhibit Q-2 rifle. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Very good. Was it examined by the panel? 

Mr. Champagne. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. And what conclusions did you reach? 

Mr. Champagne. As a result of the microscopical comparison 
with both FBI tests and panel tests, we were able to determine that 
exhibit Q-3 was fired in the rifle exhibit Q-2. 

Mr. Fauntroy. I see. And I wonder if you would care to explain 
to us how you reached that conclusion? 

Mr. Champagne. The conclusion was based on a correspondence 
of distinctive, well defined, individual identifying characteristics 
found in the firing pin impression, breech face marks, extractor 
marks, chamber marks, and bolt-locking lug marks. 

Mr. Fauntroy. So that it is consistent with your findings that 
this cartridge which was found in the rifle was, in fact, fired in the 
rifle? 

Mr. Champagne. Yes, sir. If I may demonstrate from the photo- 
graphs. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Yes, I would like to have you do that. 

Mr. Champagne. The first two photographs are enlargements of 
photomicrographs that were taken through the comparison micro- 
scope. They represent exhibit Q-3 on the left-hand side and a test 
on the right-hand side. 

What we are looking at here are concentric rings impressed into 
the soft priming material of the cartridge case at the time of firing. 
There is a division line in the center of the photograph, and you 
can see that these concentric rings go from the exhibit through the 
dividing line onto the test, indicating that exhibit Q-3 was fired in 
the weapon that was used in firing the on test the right-hand side. 

Along with the area we examined on the primer, we also exam- 
ined areas on the sides of the case that were marked by the 
chamber of the weapon at the time of firing. In looking at these 
two photomicrographs, if you would envision the cartridge as being 
in this position with the base down, it would be down in this area 
(indicating). You can see the exhibit on the left and the test on the 
right with the concentric rings going around from the exhibit 
through to the test. These photomicrographs represent the same 
exhibit with the same test, but in two different locations on the 
case. 

These are imparted to the cartridge case only at the time of 
firing. When you fire a cartridge there is tremendous pressure set 
up in all directions; the cartridge case is pushed to the rear, result- 
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ing in the marks that we find on the base of the case. Pressure is 
exerted on the sides of the case so it expands and fills the chamber 
of the weapon imprinting the machining marks that are in the 
chamber of the weapon on the sides of the case and can only 
happen during the time of firing. 

Mr. Fauntroy. All right, let me summarize from a layman’s 
point of view again what you have said and see if it is not correct. 

You can determine that Q-3 was, in fact, in the chamber of that 
rifle by virtue of the fact, one, that other bullets fired from that 
rifle leave the same impression on the rear or the bottom of that 
bullet casing as are found on the casing here? 

Mr. Champagne. Yes, sir. Every test we fired had essentially the 
same type of marks impressed into the primer metal of the case. 

Mr. Fauntroy. And the various bolts would not have the same 
characteristics. I mean 

Mr. Champagne. That is right; those are all individual and pecu- 
liar to a particular weapon and no other. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Then on the side of the evidence cartridge you 
are telling us that when the bullet is fired from the cartridge gas 
presses the side of the casing against the wall of the barrel; is that 
right? 

Mr. Champagne. That is correct. It is designed to do that. The 
brass of the case expands, fills the chamber of the weapon so the 
gas will not escape through the rear into the firer’s face. 

In other words, it is what we call obturation of the chamber, and 
after the weapon is fired, then the metal of the case will slightly 
contract so that you can extract the case without too much effort. 

Mr. Fauntroy. And again, no two rifles in the world would 
likely have the same impressions on a cartridge fired within them? 

Mr. Champagne. That is correct; the machining processes are 
such that they do not carry over from one weapon to another. Each 
weapon is individual. 

These are only two areas that I am demonstrating here on which 
we based our conclusion. There were marks in the firing pin im- 
pression as well, and the extractor also left individual identifying 
features in the area that it marked. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Now, as you know, there were a number of 
cartridges, bullets found in Memphis, and I want to know whether 
the panel compared Q-3, the evidence cartridge, with other car- 
tridges, or cartridge components found in Memphis and designated 
by the FBI as Q-4 through Q-12? 

Mr. Champagne. Yes, sir, we did. 

Mr. Fauntroy. I wonder if you would care to tell us what your 
finds were? 

Mr. Champagne. As a result of our comparison, we found exhibit 
Q-3 was the same as the unfired cartridges marked as exhibits Q-4 
through Q-8, and was dissimilar to the cartridges marked as exhib- 
its Q-9 through Q-12. exhibits Q-9 through Q-12 have a different 
headstamp. They are military-type cartridges with a full metal- 
jacketed bullet and are not the same as exhibit Q-3, which is a 
Remington-Peters commercial-type cartridge with a soft-nose type 
bullet. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Is it true that both types of bullets could be fired 
from the rifle in question? 
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Mr. Champagne. Yes, they are the same caliber, and both are 
suitable for use in exhibit Q-2. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Would you care to tell us what, if any, difference 
is there in the two types of bullets which were found in Memphis? 

Mr. Champagne. The bullet that would be loaded to exhibit Q-3 
is a metal-jacketed soft-point type bullet that has an exposed lead 
nose. The bullets that are loaded to exhibits Q-9 through Q-12 are 
full metal-jacketed bullets that do not have exposed lead in the 
nose. 

Mr. Fauntroy. What is the effective difference between those 
bullets when fired? 

Mr. Champagne. The soft-nose commercial-type bullet, of course, 
is designed to expand on impact with the target and to cause more 
severe damage. The military-type bullets are made that way be- 
cause of the Geneva Convention where countries are not allowed to 
use the soft-nose type bullets during time of war. The full metal- 
jacketed type of bullet will not normally cause as extensive damage 
as the soft-nose type bullet. 

Mr. Fauntroy. So the Q-3 shell, or casing, or cartridge, fired 
from that would have fired the most damaging kind of bullet of the 
two that would fit that chamber? 

Mr. Champagne. Yes; it is. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr. Champagne, and I yield back, 
Mr. Chairman, to counsel, Mr. Webb, to continue questioning. 

The Chairman. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The Chair recognizes staff counsel, Bill Webb. 

Mr. Webb. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The final area which the panel conducted examinations and tests 
were the clothing and windowsill, and this area is going to be 
presented by Monty Lutz. 

Mr. Lutz, did the panel test various items of clothing which were 
worn by Dr. King at the time of his death? 

Mr. Lutz. Yes; we did. 

Mr. Webb. And at this time, as soon as the young ladies finish 
removing the other evidence, I would like you to step to the easel 
and, using Martin Luther King exhibits F-4, 5, and 7, describe the 
tests which the panel employed and the conclusions they reached. 

Mr. Chairman, for the record these exhibits were previously 
introduced during the testimony of the autopsy panel in August. 

[Mr. Lutz moved to the easel.] 

Mr. Lutz, beginning with the exhibit on your far left, would you 
describe what is depicted in that exhibit, what tests were per- 
formed by the panel? 

Mr. Lutz. This is a photograph of the shirt that was worn by Dr. 
King. It is in a closed position as it would normally be worn with 
the collar being closed. The significant points of interest, the right 
collar area being extensively damaged and torn, the darkened area 
surrounding this area on the right side representing what appeared 
to be bloodstaining on that right shoulder and right collar area. 

Mr. Webb. With respect to the shirt, would you tell us how the 
panel went about examining it, what you looked for? 

Mr. Lutz. The examinations conducted by the panel first includ- 
ed an overall observation examining the destruction to the collar 
area, measuring this, finding the damage to be approximately 2 to 
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3 inches in diameter across. The physical examination also looking 
for the powder residue, any particulate matter or foreign sub- 
stances that might be adhering to the garment itself, trying to 
determine if something is there that would tell us the distances 
involved. 

When a firearm is fired, the muzzle blast expels the powder, 
throws it forward, and if an object or garment is in close proximity 
powder will be deposited on that garment and can be detected 
physically. Our first examination, and then going further in look- 
ing microscopically and attempting to locate any objects that may 
be in that area. 

Both types of examinations were conducted by the panel. We 
looked at the garment first, physically. Then placing it under the 
microscope and examining the torn area for any foreign substance 
that may be there that would give us this information. Both of 
these tests failed to reveal any particulate matter that could be 
observed. There was no powder residue nor any other substance 
that we could attribute to a close contact or a short distance 
muzzle blast on this garment. 

An additional set of chemical testing was performed on this 
shirt, first doing a Griess test, which is a test that is designed to 
detect powder residue. The nitrates that are in gunpowder when 
they are burned become nitrites and can be detected with a chemi- 
cal testing that will show up with an orange-reddish appearance 
that will show up once that garment is treated with the Griess test. 

This test on the garment failed to reveal any reaction involving 
that test, again indicating that a close proximity was not involved 
in the injury sustained to that collar. 

Our final testing on the garment involved a sodium rhodizonate 
test designed to detect lead or lead powder. Lead can be deposited 
on a garment in one of two ways. Lead is present in the priming 
compound. As a result of being inside of the primer when the 
primer is detonated, it is expelled out the front, and if the garment 
is in close proximity, a very light gaseous cloud will deposit that 
lead material on the garment. Our test did reveal a particulate 
spattering of lead, not consistent with the powder residue, a result 
of the lead smoke powder from the primer, but more consistent 
with the small particles of lead that would be deposited there as a 
result of pieces of lead striking the garment from a fragmenting 
bullet, the portions of lead that are present in the core material as 
it would pass through an object and deposit itself on the garment. 

Mr. Webb. Mr. Lutz, were the suit jacket and tie subjected to the 
same series of tests? 

Mr. Lutz. Yes, sir, they were. 

Mr. Webb. Would you state your conclusions with respect to each 
of those items, please? 

Mr. Lutz. The suit jacket was observed physically, microscopical- 
ly and chemically treated in the same manner. The damage noted 
was in the same general right collar and lapel area of the garment, 
and it being consistent in size and in location with that same 
damage noted in the shirt. 

Our testing again revealed no indication of a close proximity of 
firearm discharge. We did find the particles of lead particulate that 
was again consistent with the fragmentation from the core materi- 
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al of the bullet that had been fired and possibly passed through the 
body of Dr. King. 

Mr. Webb. Is that also true with respect to the tie, sir? 

Mr. Lutz. The tie; the examination showed that it had been 
severed along the right side as normally worn and the chemical 
testing revealed only a small reaction involving a light fabric on 
the cut edge of the garment like would be encountered where a 
projectile or a portion of a projectile having lead would sever that 
portion of tie and leave a lead deposit. 

Mr. Webb. Did the panel attempt to determine whether the 
damage to the clothing was consistent with the type of damage 
which would be expected from the Q-64 bullet? 

Mr. Lutz. Yes, sir, we did. 

Mr. Webb. And what conclusions did you arrive at? 

Mr. Lutz. Our conclusions were based upon viewing the autopsy 
photograph in conjunction with the damages noted and the corre- 
sponding areas of damage, both in the photographs of the autopsy 
and on the garments. Our conclusions were that the damage was 
consistent with a 30.06-type bullet that could have passed through 
the body, and the extensive tearing and damaging to the cloth was 
consistent with the fragmenting-type bullet and secondary missiles 
created by that fragmenting bullet. 

Mr. Webb. Mr. Chairman, at this time, I would like the window- 
sill which was removed from the bathroom of the roominghouse at 
422 V 2 South Main Street in Memphis and premarked as Martin 
Luther King exhibit F-158 and a photograph of the windowsill, 
which has been premarked as Martin Luther King exhibit F-157, 
entered as exhibits. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, they may be entered into 
the record at this point. 

[MLK exhibit F-158 is in the possession of Shelby County Crimi- 
nal Court Clerk J. A. Blackwell.] 
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Mr. Webb. Mr. Lutz, what I would ask you to do is to look at the 
windowsill, and any testimony you give, if you would illustrate it 
by referring to the photograph of that windowsill. 

Was this item of evidence examined by the panel? 

Mr. Lutz. Yes, sir, it was. 

Mr. Webb. Can you tell us the purpose for which such examina- 
tions were performed? 

Mr. Lutz. The purpose of our examination was to determine 
whether there was any identifying material or information on that 
windowsill, the piece of wood, that would tell us whether the rifle 
had been in contact with the windowsill, whether the muzzle had 
touched it, indented it, or whether there was any indication of the 
muzzle of the firearm being in close proximity to that windowsill at 
the time of firing. 

Mr. Webb. Was your attention directed to a particular part of 
the windowsill, sir? 

Mr. Lutz. Yes, sir, they were. 

Mr. Webb. Would you indicate which part of the windowsill? 
Once again using the photograph. 

Mr. Lutz. The photograph depicts a lightened area in a rectangu- 
lar outline and has a small wedge-shaped arrow placed into the 
area, the only area that we could detect as a possible area of 
consideration, a very slight indentation, approximately five-six- 
teenths of an inch in length and quite narrow. 

Mr. Webb. What did the panel find with respect to that area? 

Mr. Lutz. We examined this area and attempted to microscopi- 
cally determine whether there was any identifying markings that 
may be there. A tool-mark identification, for striations, or 
scratches that may have been placed there by any instrument that 
may have been placed into contact with that indentation. 

Due to the irregular surface of the wood, being quite heavily 
weathered and absence of a smooth painted surface, we were 
unable to detect any identifying striations or scratches that would 
give us an indication of the particular tool that may have made 
that indentation. 

Mr. Webb. Was the windowsill tested chemically to determine 
whether or not the rifle may have been in contact with it at some 
point in time? 

Mr. Lutz. Yes, sir, it was. 

Mr. Webb. What were the findings in that area? 

Mr. Lutz. Our findings revealed no presence of gunpowder resi- 
due as a result of our Griess testing. This is not an unusual 
situation, because of the surface of the material involved. If the 
muzzle would have been held several inches from it and the depos- 
its of material just drifting down onto it, that residue could have 
easily been removed one way or another, just by picking it up. We 
found no indications of what we could attribute as gunshot residue. 
We attempted to treat the wood with the sodium rhodizonate test, 
treating first a surrounding area outside of the damaged area, 
looking for lead particulate or reaction to it. Our test involving the 
sodium rhodizonate, looking for the lead, revealed a reaction that 
we accounted for as being possibly the result of paint having a lead 
base in that area, therefore negating any further testing we could 
conduct on it. 
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Mr. Webb. Thank you, Mr. Lutz. I ask you to return to your seat. 

Mr. Chairman, I have one further question I would like to pose 
to the panel generally, and that would be, did the panel attempt to 
determine if the Q-64 evidence bullet and the Q-3 cartridge case 
ever comprise one cartridge, that is, if there was any way the panel 
could determine whether or not it was able to determine if the 
evidence bullet and the cartridge case were ever one unit? 

Mr. Newquist. It found the component parts, the cartridge case, 
and the bullet are consistent with Remington ammunition. Howev- 
er, there is no scientific method to determine if a bullet had come 
from a given cartridge case. 

Mr. Webb. Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman, at this time, I have no further questions. 

Chairman Stokes. The committee will now operate under the 5- 
minute rule. 

The gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. Dodd. 

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman, I would pass. 

Chairman Stokes. The gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. McKin- 
ney. 

Mr. McKinney. I pass. 

Chairman Stokes. The gentleman from the District of Columbia, 
Mr. Fauntroy. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I, first of all, want to certainly commend the panel for the 
thoroughness with which they have handled the responsibility we 
have asked them to assume. I have simply one additional question 
of Mr. Bates, and it is really a point of information, Mr. Bates. You 
indicated that you did not check the accuracy of the scope on the 
rifle because of the lapse of time. 

Mr. Bates. Yes, that is correct. 

Mr. Fauntroy. How does the lapse of time affect the reliability 
of an examination of a scope? 

Mr. Bates. In this particular case, since the weapon has been 
secured; this panel does not know exactly what has happened to 
the weapon in that period of time, or whether it was dropped when 
it was abandoned at the time of the assassination; so, therefore, the 
intervening years we did not feel that it would be of any signifi- 
cance to attempt to check the accuracy of the scope during our 
examination. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Are there any further questions from any members? 

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman? 

Chairman Stokes. The gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. Dodd. 

Mr. Dodd. Proceeding on that same line of questioning, I wonder 
if I might go a step further, if I can. 

You also pointed out that there was some differences in the 
magnification setting on the scope. What I am getting at here is, 
Mr. Bates, you testified that the FBI tested the rifle and the FBI 
did do the testing at 6.5 magnification, and the panel received the 
rifle with, I guess, a 3 on it. Is this the difference that you are 
referring to? 

Mr. Bates. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Dodd. What was the setting on the rifle when it was found? 



108 


Mr. Bates. I do not know. 

Mr. Dodd. There was no report made of that at all? 

Mr. Bates. I am not aware of any. 

Mr. Dodd. Do you know whether or not the FBI had any idea 
what the setting was? 

Mr. Bates. I don't. The only information I have is the setting 
that the FBI noted in their examination of the weapon shortly 
after the assassination. 

Mr. Dodd. Did anyone check with the FBI to find out whether or 
not that was the setting at the time the gun was allegedly fired at 
the assassination? 

Mr. Bates. I do not know that. 

Mr. Dodd. Can anyone testify to that on the panel? Do any of 
you have any knowledge of that at all? 

Mr. Newquist. No; we do not. 

Mr. Dodd. Counsel, do you want to clear that up for me? 

Mr. Webb. The magnification on the site is changed by rotating 
the site. The information that we have provided by the FBI is 
pending in the final report of the panel. At this time, I can't 
provide you with an answer to that question. However, it would 
have been normal procedure for a firearms examiner to examine 
the weapon as he received it, and if the setting was changed, it 
would have been noted in the FBI reports that we do have. 

Mr. Dodd. And it is your impression they would have noted the 
setting on the site at the time that they examined the weapon 
when it was picked up in Memphis? 

Mr. Webb. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. I would like to, if I could — I have been listening to 
your testimony — try to summarize your conclusions, and I would 
ask you to disagree with me, if you would, but referring to the 
bullet that was retrieved from Dr. King's body, although the bullet 
is the kind of bullet, specifically the caliber and manufacturing, 
which could have been fired from the rifle found in the bundle, it is 
the conclusion of this panel that you cannot say definitively that 
the bullet came from that rifle? 

Mr. Wilhelm. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. Nor can you tell us whether the rifle was the instru- 
ment which caused the indentation in the window? Is that correct? 

Mr. Wilhelm. Beg your pardon? 

Mr. Dodd. You cannot tell us definitively whether that rifle 
caused the indentation in the window of the bathroom? 

Mr. Wilhelm. No, sir; we cannot. 

Mr. Dodd. You cannot say that definitively as well? 

Mr. Wilhelm. That is correct. 

Mr. Dodd. May I suspend for a minute, Mr. Chairman? 

And further, as to the bullet that was retrieved from Dr. King's 
body you cannot say definitively whether or not that was ever 
connected with the cartridge that you showed us? 

Mr. Wilhelm. No, we know of no way that it could be connected 
with the cartridge case. 

Mr. Dodd. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. Do 
any further members of the committee have any questions of the 
panel? 



109 


Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman? 

Chairman Stokes. Mr. Fauntroy. 

Mr. Fauntroy. I have a similar question to the one I raised 
previously, and that is how often in your experience as firearms 
analysts have you not been able to trace the bullet to the gun? 

Mr. Wilhelm. I am reluctant to make any specific figures. As a 
ballpark figure, I would say probably 85 percent of the time we are 
able to make an identification. 

Mr. Fauntroy. I see. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. Gentlemen, under the rules of our committee, 
at the conclusion of a witness’ testimony, the witness or witnesses 
are entitled to a period of 5 minutes in which to expand upon or 
give further clarification of any portion of their testimony. I would 
extend to any of you on the panel at this time, time to make any 
statement you so desire. 

Mr. Wilhelm. It seems in the opinion of the panel that we have 
nothing further that we can add to the statements we have made. 
We would like to express our thanks to the Chairman and to this 
body for the privilege of being a part of this investigation. 

We also would like to express our thanks to our various depart- 
ments — I speak for my colleagues and myself — for their indulgence 
in allowing us time to conduct these examinations. 

Chairman Stokes. Thank you very much. 

On behalf of the committee, I certainly want to thank each of 
you gentlemen for both the report that you have given this com- 
mittee, your testimony here today, and the time that you have 
expended on behalf of the work of this committee, and we are 
indeed gratified to have had your expert services. 

Also, Mr. George Wilson, I would like to thank you, and Chief 
Cullinane, Chief Jefferson, and the Washington Metropolitan 
Police Department for having afforded us the facilities which en- 
abled you and the panel members to be able to make this report to 
our committee, and we are indebted to you and the department for 
that. 

Mr. Wilson. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. Thank you, gentlemen. If there is nothing 
further, you are excused. 

The committee will, after adjournment today, meet in room 304 
in executive session, and these public hearings are therefore ad- 
journed until 9 a.m. tomorrow morning. 

[Whereupon, at 3:35 p.m., the public hearing adjourned, to recon- 
vene at 9 a.m., Friday, November 10, 1978.] 
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INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSASSINATION OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1978 

House of Representatives, 

Select Committee on Assassinations, 

Washington, D.C. 

The select committee met, pursuant to adjournment, at 9:05 a.m., 
in room 345, Cannon House Office Building, Hon. Louis Stokes 
(chairman of the select committee) presiding. 

Present: Representatives Stokes, Preyer, Fauntroy, Dodd, Edgar, 
Devine, McKinney, and Sawyer. 

Also present: G. Robert Blakey, chief counsel and staff director; 
Edward M. Evans, chief investigator; Gene Johnson, deputy chief 
counsel; Mark Speiser, staff counsel; Elizabeth L. Berning, chief 
clerk; and Olive Wagner, deputy chief clerk. 

Chairman Stokes. The committee will come to order. 

Prior to commencing the presentation of evidence in the hear- 
ings this morning, the Chair wishes to make a statement. The 
committee heard 3 days of testimony from James Earl Ray in 
public session in August. At that time it afforded Mr. Ray the 
opportunity to make an opening statement for IV 2 hours so that 
any evidence or issue he desired to raise could be presented to the 
committee. The committee has now carefully reviewed the public 
testimony given by Mr. Ray. While there are questions in some 
areas, including those of a possible conspiracy, that have not yet 
been posed to Mr. Ray, a review and analysis of the public testimo- 
ny given by Mr. Ray to date has convinced the committee that no 
useful purpose would be served in continuing to question Mr. Ray 
on any area. 

On the basis of this assessment of his prior testimony, the com- 
mittee has decided not to call Mr. Ray for further testimony. 
Counsel for Mr. Ray and Mr. Ray have been sent a letter this 
morning informing them of the committee’s decision. As detailed in 
the letter sent to Mr. Ray and his counsel, the committee has, 
pursuant to its rules, afforded them the opportunity to submit in 
writing for inclusion in the record any statement they desire to 
make. 

The Chair at this time recognizes Professor Blakey. 

NARRATION BY PROFESSOR BLAKEY ON POSSIBLE CRIMINAL 
MOTIVES OF JAMES EARL RAY AND PLAYING OF TAPE 

Mr. Blakey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

In a murder trial, the prosecution is not required to establish 
motive to obtain a conviction, but evidence of motive is relevant, 
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and the prosecution will usually attempt to establish it. The reason 
is obvious: A jury inevitably wants to know why the act was 
committed. In the case of the assassination of a celebrated figure, 
the general public — in effect, a jury of public opinion — also inevita- 
bly seeks an answer to the question “Why” — for senseless acts are 
disturbing, and people naturally tend to resist so characterizing 
any death of a public figure whose life had meaning. In the search 
for the meaning of life itself, there is a need to know the meaning 
of death. 

In the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., there are at 
least two established facts: Dr. King was one eminent leader of the 
civil rights movement in the 1960’s, and James Earl Ray stands 
convicted as his murderer. There is, therefore, a seemingly inevita- 
ble tendency to draw the conclusion that Ray was racially motivat- 
ed. That is how FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover read it, as did 
George McMillan, the author of “The Making of an Assassin,” a 
searching study of Ray and his actions. In addition, the Depart- 
ment of Justice task force that reviewed the FBI investigation 
commented in its report, issued in January 1977, that “* * * it 
seems clear that Ray openly displayed a strong racial attitude 
toward blacks.” 

A finding of racial or other motive, however, is not a simple 
exercise. When the issue touches on race, it is also a sensitive and 
delicate subject. A society whose deepest values abhor racism must 
not permit accusations of it to be lightly made or supported with 
less than clear and convincing evidence. It is not possible to look 
into a man’s mind — the old common law maxim was that even the 
devil could not see into the heart of a man — so an understanding of 
what might have driven a man to commit a criminal act usually 
has to be derived from an examination of his conduct. Consequent- 
ly, the committee decided to examine carefully Ray’s other acts 
that had been alleged to manifest racial animosity in his character, 
to find if, in fact, that was the case. Committee investigators traced 
Ray’s steps over a worldwide path. Interestingly, some of the most 
cogent incidents cited to prove his racist leanings occurred in for- 
eign countries. A more complete analysis of these incidents and 
others must of course await the final report. But some of the 
results of that inquiry may be quickly summarized here for the 
public record. 

An episode in Ray’s early life has been interpreted by Mr. 
McMillan as well as Gerold Frank, the author of “An American 
Death,” as a sign of deeply rooted racism. It involves a friendship 
with an older man, his supervisor at the International Shoe Co. in 
East Hartford, 111. The older man is portrayed by the authors as an 
admirer of Adolph Hitler, an attitude that supposedly left its im- 
pression on Ray, a teenager at the time. Yet the committee’s 
investigation has not been able to establish a firm factual basis for 
this story. 

It has been noted that while at Leavenworth Federal Penitentia- 
ry in 1957, Ray refused to accept assignment to an honor farm, 
allegedly because its dormitory was integrated. Ray himself denies 
this, saying he was nearing the end of his term and he did not wish 
to be put into a risky new situation, that he believed to be charac- 
terized by drug use, a situation integrated or otherwise. Here, too, 
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the committee will have to decide if on balance Ray's story is 
credible. 

There are numerous racial incidents that purportedly occurred 
while Ray was at Missouri State Prison. Shortly after the prison 
was integrated in 1964, five Black inmates were stabbed, one fatal- 
ly, and it was just one of a number of violent outbreaks. While it 
has been charged that Ray was active in the attacks, the weight of 
the evidence from the interviews available to the committee seems 
to argue that he was not. Again, the final decision must wait in the 
analysis of the evidence with the committee. 

The investigation also could find no firm corroboration of claims 
that, while at Missouri State Prison, Ray made derogatory refer- 
ences to Dr. King. Indeed* a majority of the some 30 inmate asso- 
ciates of Ray interviewed by the committee indicated that he was, 
in fact, not a racist, although there were dissenting views ex- 
pressed. 

Ray's brothers, Jerry and John, have each been quoted by au- 
thors as alluding to racial inclinations of James. George McMillan 
and William Bradford Huie both attest to an account by Jerry of a 
phone call he got from James just before the assassination in 
which James is quoted as saying, “The big nigger has had it." 
Jerry himself has denied to the committee that there ever was 
such a conversation. Similarly, the committee has been unable to 
confirm various other virulent anti-Black statements attributed to 
James by John. 

The evidence available to the committee, on the other hand, 
seemingly confirms two general interests of James Earl Ray in the 
period of the assassination that have arguably anti-Black implica- 
tions: Ray’s interest in the regimes of Rhodesia and South Africa 
and the presidential campaign of George Wallace. 

Ray reportedly was vocal in his support of the government of 
Southern African countries, and during the time he was a fugi- 
tive — both before and after the assassination — he made several 
attempts to obtain information about emigrating to those countries. 
In Mexico in the fall of 1967, he inquired about going to Rhodesia, 
but received no reply to his letter. In California the following 
December, he wrote to the American-South African Council, and a 
February 1968 letter to the Orange County, Calif. Chapter of the 
Friends of Rhodesia, reiterated his interest. 

Mr. Chairman, I would ask permission at this point to include in 
the record to illustrate that interest, the February 1968 letter as 
MLK exhibit F-165. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the 
record. 

[The information follows:] 
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MLK Exhibit F-165 
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Friends of Rhodesia 

ORANGE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, CHAPTER 

P.O. BOX 613 

GARDEN GROVE, CALIFORNIA 


Prctrtwif: Robert L. Wycktft. M.O. 

Coff*9onCtr>9 Secretary: Ronald -S. Hawitaon Tfttww: Pau> 


NCC Report < 

At a recent meeting of the { 
General Board of the National 
Council of Churches, a report . 
was adopted that called for U.S. « 
trade and cultural exchanges t 
with Red China, recognition of j 
Communist Cuba, acceptance of j 
the Red regime in East Ger- , 
many, removal of travel re- j 
strictions on Soviet citizens in i 
the U.S., admission of Red China I 
to the U.N., and reduction of 
; U.S. forces in the Far East , 
‘ About a year ago, this same 
* council voted to withdraw their : 
sizable funds from banks that 
had any dealings with South 
Africa and, I believe, Rhodesia. 
r . I would like very much to 
' have a representative of a coun- 
cil member-church explain why 
the council favors » system that 
is responsible for around SO 
million political murders over a 
system based on separation of 
the races. Explained why, to the 
council the Communist system 
Is not as oppressive as apart- 

1 ' * M. 1 
14700 1$. (item 
Whittle 


Widening The Prone 

Despite Ray's capture, the 
FBI investigation of King's as- 
sassination is far from being 
dosed. 

One agent involved to the in- 
quiry says privately that “the 
arrest of Ray Is only the begin- 
ning of this inquiry.” He points 
rat that “Ray is the key to de- 
taining the others involved in 
the assignation plot.” 

For instance, FBf and Cana- 
dian authorities are stilt invests 
gatiog how Kay was able to 
exploit legal loopholes like a pro 
in obtaining his Canadian pass- 
port 

Several, dozen, agents are 
prooing"Ray’s alleged* contacts 
with U.S.-ba$cd ‘American [South 
African Council which be. wrote 
on Dec.. 30 , 1967 , to ask about 
emigrating "to Rhodesia. Also, 
being carefully checked is 
Ray’s (contact with a person, 
whom the FBf photographed 
with King at a major UR. oir- 

Oiu* tif Hu* Ironic* of titc sue- 

* frtwful FBI Investigation is that 
" Just two months before the King 
' assassination, the Bureau was 

* obliged to cut In half the num- 
ber of agents In Europe, includ- 
ing those in London as* a' result 

». of President Johnson's order 
« Rlnsliiii};' overseas personnel of 
•all government security aed in- 
telligence agencies. * 

— • • .<* «.j *. 
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2 - 4-68 


DEAR HR .KEWTT30N . 

I R JSC EMILY RECEIVED A LETTER PROM YOUR OFFICE IK REPLY TO A 
LETTER I HAD SENT TO YOU REQUESTING INFORMATION ON RHODESIA, * 
THE LETi'rR CLARIFSD MOST OF MY QUESTIONS REGARDING IMMIGRATION • 

. SUCH AS PASSPORT. IT WAS NOT MY INTENTION TO LEAVE BEFORE NOVEMBER 
BUT WANTED THE INFOiJiATION BEFORE HAND, ANY OTHER INFORMATION 
YOU SEND I WOULD APPHEACIT^/OULD ALSO LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO 
RHODESIAN COMMENTARY. 

SINCERELY, 

- ERIC S. GALT 

I535-N-SERRANO 


L.A.CALIF.90027. 



Mr. Blakey. Even more significantly, Ray continued his quest for 
details on southern Africa during his European flight in May and 
June 1968. In Lisbon, he visited both the Rhodesian Diplomatic 
Mission and the South African Embassy, and in London he sought 
information from a newspaper reporter on mercenary groups fight- 
ing in Africa. When he was arrested in London on June 8, he had a 
South African Airways timetable on which the next flight to Salis- 
bury, Rhodesia, was marked in pencil, and the phone number of 
the South African Embassy in Lisbon was written in ink. 

In interviews with the committee following his conviction, Ray 
admitted that he went to Europe intending to reach English-speak- 
ing countries in Africa. This interest may be no more than one 
part of an effort by a fugitive to seek an English-speaking foreign 
haven; it may be a manifestation of something more. 

Even though Ray has consistently denied any interest in politics, 
there is a great deal of evidence that he was active in the 1968 
Wallace campaign, and while it would be unfair to Mr. Wallace, or 
to his many supporters generally, to characterize his campaign as 
racist, it is a sad fact that his candidacy attracted voters of an anti- 
Black persuasion. His candidacy and his party were also widely 
perceived as unsympathetic toward a number of issues associated 
with the civil rights movement. 

There is evidence that Ray was responsible for the registration 
for example of at least three acquaintances in the American Inde- 
pendent Party, a contribution to an effort to get Wallace’s name on 
the California ballot. 
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In addition, at least one phone call by Ray to Wallace Headquar- 
ters in California has been noted. Curiously, in the stipulation as to 
material facts, outlining his guilt in preparation for his plea in his 
1969 trial in the King assassination, Ray voiced a particular objec- 
tion to one item in the 56-paragraph document. It involved his 
acknowledgment of his participation in the Wallace campaign. 

Turning next to another area, after firing his attorney, Percy 
Foreman, and attempting to repudiate his guilty plea, Ray also had 
as his counsel J. B. Stoner, an outspoken and self-acknowledged 
racist, as well as an avowed opponent of all that Dr. King stood for. 
While care must be used not to overstate the significance of a 
client’s preference for legal counsel — clients ought not to be associ- 
ated with lawyers, and lawyers ought not to be associated with 
clients — in the case of Ray’s retaining Mr. Stoner, as well as his 
choice, at the time of his arrest in London, of Arthur Hanes of 
Birmingham, a lawyer noted for his defense of Ku Klux Klansmen, 
Ray’s preferences — along with other facts — ought not be overlooked 
in an effort to fathom motive. 

During Ray’s fugitive period, there were also three reported inci- 
dents — in Canada, California, and Mexico — that had been repeatly 
cited to prove that Ray was racially motivated in the killing of Dr. 
King. They may be regarded as useful test cases in an attempt to 
discern Ray’s general motivation, and to assess the quality of evi- 
dence in the public domain from which public impressions of that 
motivation have been significantly formed. 

William Bradford Huie wrote in Did the FBI Kill Martin Luther 
King? that Ray made anti-Black comments to a woman acquaint- 
ance in Canada in 1967. At dinner in Montreal, Huie quoted the 
woman as saying, Ray uttered the view, “* * * you got to live near 
niggers to know them * * * all people who know niggers hate 
them.” While the woman declined to be interviewed by the commit- 
tee, she did give a statement to the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police on October 15, 1968, in which she said, “He” — meaning 
Ray — “never mentioned the name Martin Luther King and never 
indicated any hatred toward Negroes.” 

Here, Mr. Chairman, I would ask permission that the October 
1968 letter from the RCMP on this point be included in the record 
as MLK exhibit F-167. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the 
record at this point. 

[The information follows:] 
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MLK Exhibit F-167 



HC ADQUARTCTiS — DIHt£ CTION C^HEnALE 
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Mr. Blakey. The committee did contact the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police officer who conducted the interview, J.A.G. Syn- 
nett, who confirmed the woman’s statement. In fact, Inspector 
Synnett said, the woman told him the subject of race never came 
up during her meetings with Ray. The woman, in Synnett’s opin- 
ion, was honest and truthful throughout the interview. 

FBI reports on a Ray incident at the Rabbit’s Foot Club, a Los 
Angeles night spot visited by Ray in February 1968, indicate that 
an angry exchange occurred between Ray and a white female 
companion. It is charged that Ray dragged the woman toward the 
door telling her, “I’ll drop you off in Watts and we’ll see how you 
like it there.” 

Here, Mr. Chairman, I would ask permission that the two rele- 
vant FBI reports be included in the record as MLK exhibit F-168 
and MLK exhibit F-169. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, they may be entered into 
the record. 

[The information follows:] 
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FEuERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 4/33 /68 


„ BO DEL MONTE. Bartender. Rabbits Foot OTjiih r 
5623 Hollywood Boulevard. Los Angeles, California, 
r aavised that his noroe address is 1229 North Bronson, 

Los Angeles, California. He advised after observing 
photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, that RAY was identical 
to a customer who frequented the Rabbit’s Foot Club, 
from approximately January until the middle of March 
1968. He described RAY as wearing usually a dark suit, 
with a bow tie. He said that his appearance was that 
of a rural person from Alabama, who has just recently 
come to the "big city". He said that RAY wore his crew 
cut to long, or he was allowing his hair to grow. 

DEL MONTE recalled the incident in which RAY 
became involved in a heated discussion with a Caucasian 
female and began dragging her towards the door of the 
bar saying, "I'll drop you off in Watts and we’ll see 
how you like it there 1 '. DEL MONTE recalled that shortly 
after this incident a Negro patron of the Rabbit’s Foot 
Club, and his date, were struck bn the head by a rock or 
brick while in a nearby parking lot. 

DEL MONTE acknowledge that RAY often spoke 
support for Governor WALLACE. 

DEL MONTE said that RAY drank vodka straight 
or in screwdrivers. DEL MONTE said that RAY purchased a 
key for the key club, which is operated by the Rabbit's 
Foot Club. He stated that he believes RAY gave him the 
name "DOUG COLLINS", when he purchased his key. DEL MONTE 
said that the writing of this name was by himself, and RAY 
furnished no other information as to residence. 


On 4/22/68 at Los Angeles. California r;i„ # Los Angeles 44-1574 
S A E. RHEAD RICHARDS ancfcA^ 

SA DENNIS C. LEMASTER/DCL/dp dictated 4/26/68 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


MLK Exhibit F-168 
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r ..JERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATk 


I • Date 4 /3Q/ 68 


• . TAMES E- MORRISON. Bartender, Rabb i ts Foot .Club, 

5 62R Hollv-wood Boulevard, Los Angeles, calif onUST advised 
That he resides at l^n urace Avenue . Los Angeles, 

California. He was shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, 
and he advised this individual is identical with a customer 
who frequented the Rabbit's Foot Bar. He said that he 
recalled this individual because of his frequency as a 
customer at the bar. MORRISON stated that he became engaged 
In a. political discussion with RAY concerning ROBERT F. 

KENNEDY and GEORGE WALLACE. He said that RAY became rather 
incensed and vehemently supported WALLACE. On one other 
occasion, MORRISON said that RAY had a discussion with a 
frequent female customer of the bar whose name was PAT GOODSELL. 
This discussion concerned Negroes and civil rights movement. 
.MORRISON said that RAY became very involved in the argument 
and "began dragging her towards the door daying, "I'll drop 
you off in Watts and we'll see how you like it there . 

MORRISON said that another customer. who knew the girl, separated 
them. MORRISON said that subsequent to this event GOODSELL 
died through an overdose of some type of medicine. He said 
that she formerly resided at the Carlton Towers, an apartment 
complex,in the neighborhood. He discribed her as:: 

Race Caucasian 

Sex Female 

Age Approximately 27 

MORRISON said that RAY habitually drank vodka or 
screwdrivers. He said that he was a very quite customer and 
it was unusual for him to become involved in an argument. 
MORRISON said that he believes he used the name "DOUG” while 
at the bar. 


4/22/68 Los Angeles. California Fii» * Los Angeles 44-1574 


SA E. KHEAD RICHARDS and ,-C r~ 
SA DENNIS C. LEMASTER/DCL/dp 


This document contains neither recommendations no 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distrit 


ions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
tide your egency. 


MLK Exhibit F-169 
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Mr. Blakey. The woman is deceased, and the committee was 
unable to locate one of the two bartenders. It did locate the other, a 
Mr. Bo Del Monte. In a signed statement, Mr. Del Monte denied 
the altercation occurred. He suggested that all that happened was 
that a quiet discussion in which Ray questioned the safety of a 
white walking through Watts. The FBI agent, however, whose 
original investigation established the story, sticks by his 1968 re- 
ports. 

Here, Mr. Chairman, I would ask the two relevant interviews be 
included in the record as MLK F-170 and MLK F-171. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, they may both be entered 
into the record at this point. 

[The information follows:] 
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MLK Exhibit F-170 
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MLK Exhibit F-171 


DATE INTERVIEWED : March 10, 1978 TIME INTERVIEWED: 10:15 a.m. 

PT'CE INTERVIEWED: HSCA OFFICE 

NAME: Dennis LeMaster 

DATE OF BIRTH: SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: 

HOME ADDRESS: 

BUSINESS ADDRESS: u * s - House of Representatives, Agriculture Committee 

HOME TELEPHONE : BUSINESS TELEPHONE : 

ASSOCIATES : : 


MLK INVESTIGATION 

CONNECTION: FBI SpeciaL-Ag&nfc,,,... Los. Angeles < „.„lxi.v.aly.fid- in MTlRKTN 

Investigation - 1968. — Began .working with. FBI. in 196fi and , .retired. 

in August 1968. 

INTERVIEW STATEMENT : 

Dennis. LeMaster began workinci.with the._Eederal Bureau of 

Investigation in 1966. His second assignment was Los Angeles. 

California, where he began working in May or June 1967. He 

primarily dealt with bank robbery cases until January 1968 when 

he was put on internal security, and ordered to investigate 

groups which were considered to be black extremist organizations 

in t he Los An geles area, such as the Black Panther Party and 

Ron Coringa's US . Until April 4, 1968, when he was assigned to 

th e MURKIN case full time, LeMaster concentrated on the Balck 

Commandos, a group which turned out to be a hoax funded by the 


LeMaster was not involved in any King security work. He had 
no personal knowledge of FBI surveillance of Dr. King, though he 
had heard gossip about tapes which were fn ^ 
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INTERVIEW SHEET CONTINUATION : PAGE 2 

LeMaster added that he was not assigned to watch King during 
his visit to LA on March 16. and 17, 1968. (He did note that in 
1968 US was hostile to the'lBlack Panther Party, and these militant 

groups were both hostile to the Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference. ) 

On April 4, 1968 LeMaster was assigned to the MURKIN investi- 

g ation, _ At that time, Wes lev Grape was the Special Agent in 

Charge of the LA FBI office; Leroy Sheets was appointed the 
MURKIN case agent (succeeded about two weeks later by Theodore 

A'Hearn)* and Jack Temple, brother of Shirley Temple, was the 

Chief of Security, although LeMaster added that William John 
Nolan was the "real brains” of: the security detail. 

Among other areas, LeMaster was involved in the investigation 
at the St. Francis Hotel, James Earl Ray's residence from January 

21 to March 17, 1968. He interviewed Allan 0. Thompson, manager of 

the St. Francis, who LeMaster described as generally uncooperative 
and, at times, appeared to be lying. (Ray stayed at this hotel 

under the assumed name Eric Starvo Galt.) LeMaster did not recall 

Thompson's story about a J.C. Hardin who attempted to telephone 

Fr ancis. jit point s Thomspgn "had to be pressured" to get him fn 

talk witu agents, according to LeMaster. 


Date Transcribed: 



INTERVIEW SHEET CONTINUATION: PAGE 


The area of the St. Francis Hotel was a racially integrated 

"den of iniquity", alive with prostit ution and drug f-raf f -i <-Tci ng. r 

LeMaster said t Informants were used from this section of the 

city but often they did not pan out. Although the area was 

i ntegrated and the dingy Sultan Room bar at the St. Francis had 
a clinetele which included blacks and chicanos, LeMaster thought 

that most of the residents of the St. Francis, if not all, were 
white. He surmised that Ray lived in this area not by choice, 

but in an effort to stay out of the mainstream in an area he 
could afford economically. 

' XeMas't er found it difficult to understand any antipathy 

Ray may have ha d against Dr. King. He described Ray as street- 
wise criminal who, though* not analytically intelligent, had an 

animal cunning. Ray did not appear to need social interaction 

and could live on almost nothing by instinct. No one seemed to 
really know Ray. For instance, Joe Peters, the day bartender at 

the Sultan Room, spoke wit h him on several occasions but learned 

little about Ray. Thus LeMaster concluded that it was conceivable 
that Ray acted alone in killing Dr. King. 

In the course of the MURKIN investigation, LeMaster did look 

for evidence of racial motive and of a conspiracy. — He recalled 

tnat Ray had an argument with someone at the Rabbit's Foot Louny« 


Dace Transcribed: 




INTERVIEW SHEET CONTINUATION: PAGE 


about race and made a comment about Watts. LeMaster admitted 

that he prepared the 302 reports of interviews with Rabbit's Foot 
bartenders Bo Del Monte and James Morrison. LeMaster read 

Del Monte's interview with HSCA staff which included Del Monte's 

denial that a racially inspired argument took place between Rav 

and another patron as reported by the FBI. 

LeMaster responded that his 1968 report was accurate and 

that he had no reason to falsify or exaggerate the interview 
summary. The Doug Collins alias Ray used to join the Rabbit's 

Foot key club, LeMaster explained, was probably simply one of 

many assumed names he dreamed up. 

While investigating Ray's association with the Los Angeles - 

area Jriends of Rhodesia organization, LeMaster interviewed a "rich 
old white racist" who was originally from Canada. This witness 

admitted his connection with the pro-Rhodesian group, but denied 

any association with. Ray. LeMaster did not recall this person's 
name. 

LeMaster was not involved in the investigation of the 

American Independent Party or die George Wallace campaign. 

He did look into numerous unsolved . robberi e s - a n d - b urglari e s 

because Ray's expenditures indicated a "variable income". No 
unsolved crimes were linked to Ray, however. 


Date Transcribed: 
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INTERVIEW SHEET CONTINUATION: PAGE 5 

LeMaster mentioned that he had talked with Marie Martin, 
though he was not the first agent to interview her. He characterized 
Martin as dark-skinned, though commented that Ray probably did not 
consider her black. It appeared to LeMaster that Martin probably 

had a sexual relationship with Ray. 

In conclusion, LeMaster explained that he worked with the 
FBI for only about two years, and then returned to college, 

ultimately receiving a Ph.D. in Economics. He is now employed by 
the House Agriculture Committee. 


Present at interview: Edward Evans, Mel Kreidman, Robin Lindley 
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Mr. Blake y. The committee also discovered that another bar 
frequented by Ray in Los Angeles, the Sultan Room, had a mixed 
clientele, about one-third Black. Associates of Ray in Los Angeles 
who were questioned by the committee say he showed no racial 
animosity while there. Indeed, there is some evidence that he may 
have had a liaison with a Black woman while he was in Los 
Angeles. 

Here, Mr. Chairman, I would ask that excerpts of executive 
testimony of Marie Martin on April 5 and 6 be included in the 
record as MLK exhibit F-166. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the 
record at this point. 

[The information follows:] 
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MLK Exhibit F-166 

Mrs. Levy. Never. I never intended to travel alone or 
be alone with him at any time. 

Mr. Fithian. Why? 

Mrs. Levy. Because I would not be alone with him going 
across country. I would not be alone with any man I just 
met going across country. 

Mr. Fithian. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Faun troy. Mr. Edgar? 

Mr. Edgar. I have no questions at this time. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Ford? 

Mr. Ford. I do not have any questions. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Counsel, you may resume. 

Mr. Kreidman. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mrs. Levy, you. told us yesterday you did not believe 
that Ray was prejudiced other than the fact he was from the 
south, is that correct? 

Mrs. Levy. Yes. 

Mr. Kreidman. One bf the examples you gave of the fact 
that he lacked prejudice was that he had sex with a black 
woman? 

Mrs. Levy. Yes. 

Mr. Kreidman. He indicated to you that he enjoyed it, 
didn’t he? 

Mrs. Levy. I do not recall. 

Mr. Kreidman. Did you listen to the tape yesterday? 
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Mrs. Levy. Yes. 

Mr. Kreidman. Any reference to that? 

Mrs. Levy. I do not remember any. 

Mr. Kreidman. Now, you also indicated yesterday that 
Sultan Room was an integrated bar. You gave a figure of 
30 percent of the people in the bar were black. Do you 
remember that? 

Mrs. Levy. Yes. 

Mr. Kreidman. Mr. Ray was there almost every night, 
is that correct? 

Mrs. Levy. Yes. 

Mr. Kreidman. And also if you remember from the tape, 
you said in this' room you were at, 201, Ray was one of the' 
gang, is that correct? 

Mrs. Levy. Yes, one of the gang. 

Mr-. Kreidman. Was that gang, the group of people who 
came there, an integrated group? 

Mrs. Levy. Yes. There was one black guy who was there. 
His name was Herbie. He was there, you know, I do not know, 
whenever he was in the neighborhood or something. 

Mr. Kreidman. Was Ray friendly with Herbie? 

Mrs. Levy. He was very quiet. He would just sit there 
and take everything in. 

Mr. Kreidman. What about Richard Dodd? 

Mrs. Levy. Richard Dodd, right, he was there too. 
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Mr. Kreidman. Richard Dodd was black? 

Mrs. Levy. Yes. 

Mr. Kreidman. Ray was part of this gang, this group? 

Mrs. Levy. Now, Richard Dodd would talk with Ray. When 
I talk I speak loud. This is normal for me. Someone else 
could be carrying on a conversation in the same room and I 
would not hear, I would not pay any attention. 

Mr. Kreidman. Would you have a distinct recollection 
of Richard Dodd engaging Ray in conversation? 

Mrs. Levy. I have a distinct recollection that Richard 
Dodd was present at a few occassions when James Earl Ray was 
present in the same room. '• 

Mr. Kreidman. Do you remember their talking together? 

Mrs. Levy. Not necessarily, no. 

Mr. Kreidman. Did they appear friendly to you? 

Mrs. Levy. They did not appear friendly, they did not 
appear not friendly. 

j 

Mr. Kreidman. Other than this fellow, Kerbie, or Richard 

i 

Dodd, were any other people in that room part of that group ' 
that Ray was part of? 

Mrs. Levy. No, I do not know Herbie’s last name, but I 
know he worked at the City Hall in Los Angeles. 

Mr. Kreidman. You know he did? 

Mrs. Levy. Yes, I know he did only because I was in the 
City Kail one day, I do not know what I was doing there, but 
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to New Orleans to pick up the children? 

firs. Levy. Well, later on Rita didn't want to go with 
him either so later on they said — you know, we didn't want 
to go with a strange man so later on they came to the con- 
clusion that Charles would go because he was a man and he 
would be able to protect himself. So then that is how 
Charles got involved in it. 

Mr. Kreidman. Well, the suggestion to register for the 
American Independent- Party and George Wallace, did that come 
before Mr. Galt was apprised of the fact that Charles Stein 
was going to go to New Orleans or after he was advised that 
Charles Stein was supposed to go to New Orleans? 

• Mrs. Levy. I' don't remember. I don't remember. 

Mr. Kreidman. Was Charles Stein in the bar that 
evening? 

Mrs. Levy. I don't remember. 

Mr. Kreidman. Could you describe that bar? First of 
all, could you describe the bar as far as clientele was 
concerned? 

Mrs. Levy. Yes. It was mostly old, retired people 
that lived in the hotel. It was a quiet bar. 

Mr. Kreidman. What about the bar racially? Was it 
an all white bar, an all blacks, all Hispanic bar or was it 
mixed? 


Mrs. Levy. It was mixed. 
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Mr. Kreidman. What was the percentages , if you can 
ascertain? 

Mrs. Levy. A few' black people came in. It was 
I would say — I don’t know, maybe 70-30. You know, maybe 
20-80. I don't know exactly. 

Mr. Kreidman. Otherwise , ^id you know someone by the 
name of Richard Dodd? 

Mrs. Levy. Yes, I knew Benny Richard Dodd. 

Mr. Kreidman. And Richard Dodd is black? 

Mrs. Levy. Yes. 

Mr. Kreidman. And he was one of. the people that was 
hanging around the Sultan Room? 

Mrs. Levy. He was Ronald Deninno's roommate at that 

time. 

Mr. Kreidman. Was he hanging around the Sultan Room 
at that time? 

Mrs. Levy. He came in occasionally with Deninno. 

Mr. Kreidman. And that was back in 1967, at or about 
this time, tbe date that we are talking about? 

Mrs. Levy. Yes, 1966, 1967. 

Mr. Kreidman. Now Mr. Dodd is also someone who is 
involved in drugs? 

Mrs. Levy. I would say grass. 

Mr. Kreidman. How you said that this was mainly 
older, retired people. You would not characterize Mr. Dodd 
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as being an older , retired individual, would you? 

Mrs. Levy. No, he was a friend of Ronnie which 
was a friend of mine. 

Mr. Kreidman. And he frequented the Sultan Room? 

Mrs. Levy. Yes. 

Mr. Kreidman. And Ronald Deninno frequented the 
Sultan Room? 

Mrs. Levy. Yes. 

Mr. Kreidman. And Mr. Deninno would not be classified 
as an older, retired, individual, would he? 

Mrs. Levy. No, but neither would I. 

Mr. Kreidman. Who else that you know frequented 
the Sultan Room at that time? 

Mrs. Levy. Well, let me point this out. At that time 
I was not — I mean I am going to be very frank and honest. 

I was in Los Angeles, I had just got to Los Angeles. 

I don't believe in going to bed with every Tom, Dick and 
Harry so I had designated Ronald Deninno 'to be my bed partner , 

whenever I wanted and we would have our relations and he would 

I 

leave. He was not my boyfriend, he just was my bed partner 
and we just kept it at that. I didn't want to go with Tom, 
Dick and Harry and I wanted to have one certain person that 
I had sex with and this is how he got involved in it. 

Mr. Kreidman. Did you ever write any letters to 


Mr. Deninno? 
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a monetary relationship with her? 

Mrs. Levy. What do you mean by monetary? 

Mr. Kreidman. That he paid for her? 

Mrs. Levy. No, no indication at all. I didn't 
ask him. I just took it for granted he was with this 
hooker. She is not going to give up anything free. 

Mr. Kreidman. You have been interviewed, have you 
not. Miss Martin, on a television show? 

Mrs. Levy. Yes. 

Mr. Kreidman. And you have been asked to comment 
about Mr. Ray’s racial attitudes? 

Mrs. Levy. Yes. 

Mr. Kreidman. Could you tell the members of the 
committee what you observed about Mr. Ray and what 
perceptions and understanding you had about Mr. Ray's racial 
attitudes? 

Mrs. Levy. Well, as far as I understood, and I could 
not understand it, he didn’t seem like he was prejudiced 
to me because, like I say, he went with this black girl and 
he liked her and I didn't think that he was prejudiced at 
all, but being from Alabama maybe a little bit but, you 
know, I didn't think he was. , 

Mr. Fauntroy. Counsel, excuse me. Counsel, we have i 
a quorum call. * 

Mr. Edgar, fir. Chairman, I believe that is just that th 
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Mr. Blakey. The Mexico incident that allegedly occurred in the 
fall of 1967, a woman companion of Ray whose story was received 
after the assassination, told of an evening when she was drinking 
with Ray in the Casa Susana in Puerto Vallarta. This incident was 
given wide publicity by Gerold Frank in his book, “An American 
Death.” According to this incident as portrayed in Frank’s book, 
Ray became angry at several Black sailors at a nearby table, 
insulting them and stating he hated Negroes. 

Ray reportedly then went to his car and returned with a pistol, 
vowing to kill the Blacks when they left. He later calmed down 
when advised by the woman that a police patrol was due in the 
area shortly. 

Mr. Chairman, because of the widespread dissemination of 
Frank's story, the committee went to Mexico and obtained from 
the woman a statement of her version of the incident. At this point 
I would ask that the relevant report of the incident obtained by the 
committee be entered into the record as MLK exhibit F-172. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the 
record. 

[The information follows:] 
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MLK Exhibit F-172 



In Reply, Plant Refer to 
FUt No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


July 24, 1SS8 


J/HES EARL R/Y. aka 


TJi!s iciurrsBi ccr&fas nch!;sr 

ter c:r.;|j.-:on3 of 
far:!. R Vs prety cf 
fea FU c:* : h I:r:i to p-_7 cjoncy; 
ft £ 2 j r-3 tro r:!to fca 

distrJistfiJ exhale ys^r a^sney. 

Information set forth below covers the 
established activities of captioned individual who, as 
ERIC ETARVO GALT, visited Mexico during October and 
November, 1967, 


At Atotonllco, Jalisco, Mexico 


On April 22, 1S38, MENSE M AGUIRR E .MEDRANO 

formerly employed 

at the Casa Susana in Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, as a 
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JAMES EARL RAY, aka 


prostitute. She identified a photograph of JAMES BARL 
RAY as the individual known as ERIC GALT whom she had 
met one night at the Casa 3 us ana. She said she could 
not he certain of the date, but thought it might have 
been about October 24, 1387; She recalled that during 
this first visit, GALT spent the evening with another 
prostitute called "La Chilindrina." 

The nest day, GALT came to the house looking 
for "La Chilindrina," who was out of town. He then 
began his friendship with H&SUELA and, she stated, 
slept with her nearly every night for the nest several 
days during his visits to the house. 

She recalled that GALT was very methodical 
and had allowed himself 100 pesos ($8 U.S.) for drinking 
money and another 100 pesos each day for a girl. She 
recalled that he drank beer during the daytime and gin 
at night. She said he invited her to go to Mismaloya, 
a nearby beach, and that, after postponing the trip for 
two or three days, they did go to Mismaloya with 
RGDIMIR BI2CARA, the bartender. She described GALT*e 
automobile as a white automobile with Alabama license 
plates, and as having a red interior with reclining 
seats. Ghe said this was a two-door automobile, but 
she could not remember the make. She said that after 
swimming, drinking beer and having a seafood lunch, 
they began the return trip to Puerto Vallarta at 
about 4 p.m. About half-way along the distance from 
Mismaloya to Puerto Vallarta, GALT Etopped the car and 
took what appeared to be a new Polaroid camera from an 
ice chest in the back. He said that this was one of 
the first rolls of film in the camera and that there 
were only two pictures left. He mentioned that the 
camera had cost him a little less than $80. He took a 
photograph of MANUELA seated at the steering wheel of the 
car with her skirts up. This photograph was bad and he 
destroyed it. A little farther on, they stopped at a 
place called Punta ilegra, where GALT took another photo- 
graph which was also bad, and he tore it up. She 
recalled that this was a Saturday and that they arrived 
back at the Casa 2 us ana about 5 p.m. and GALT departed 
saying that he would not return that night. 


- 79 - 


36-411 0 


11 
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JABE53 EARL RAY, aka 


On tlie next day, a Sunday, ISANUELA stated that 
GALT arrived at the Casa Susana about 9 p.m. Che believed 
that this might have been on October 29, *1937* GALT 
drank with MANUELA and noted that there were four 
Negroes and some white people seated at a nearby 
table* These were sailors from a yacht or private boat 
which had stopped at Puerto 7allarta. 

She said that one Negro was very tall and 
another was short and fat, about five feet four inches 
tall* The latter was very drunk, and the whole group 
was rowdy and having a good time. GALT appeared angry 
at the Negroes and said insulting things concerning them. 
He said he hated Negroes. He left his table, said 
something insulting to the short Negro and returned to 
his table. All of the individuals at the other table 
appeared to be talking about GALT. 

MANUELA AGUIRRE said that GALT then went to 
his car and came back to the table. He vrent again 
to the table where the Negroes were seated and Insulted 
them and returned to his own table. He asked her to 
feel his pocket and she felt what appeared to be an 
automatic- type pistol. Che believed it to be something 
similar to a 7a It her .380 automatic. GALT said he was 
going to kill them. The tall Negro came to GALT's 
table and said something in a peaceful manner, but 
GALT replied in an insulting manner. The tall Negro 
then returned to his table and took the shorter Negro 
in his arms and took him out of the house. GALT wanted 
to go after them, but MANUELA told him this would not be 
a good idea since it was about 10 p;m. and the police 
were scheduled to visit the house momentarily. GALT 
said he wanted nothing to do with the police. 

MANUELA AGUIRRE said that GALT visited the 
house again on the following day and told her that he 
would not see her for several days. He said he wanted 
to rest and would only sleep and eat. He next returned-, 
on what MAHUELA recalled as a Thursday of the same week 
and told her that he planned to move to the "Tropicana” 
Hotel. He spent more than 200 pesos ($16 U.C.) for 
drinks and left about midnight. 
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JAMBS EARL RAY, aka 


On the following day, according to MAHUELA 
AGUIRRE, GALT arrived between 3 and 3 p.m. and she, 
HANUELA, was drunk and said that she did not want to 
go to bed with him. GALT remained to drink at one of 
the tables and there was a photographer present, causing 
MANUELA to request that a photograph be taken of GALT 
with her. GALT did cot want his photograph taken, but 
she insisted. He told her that he planned to go to 
Telapa on Saturday or Sunday, and that he did not like 
to go out in Puerto Vallarta on Saturday or Sunday 
because there was so much noise and so many people 
around. 


She said that GALT arrived at the house 
between 8 and 9 p.m. on the following Monday. He 
invited MAHUELA for one drink and was very serious and 
impolite. He was angry with her for her actione on 
the previous Friday. He asked her to marry him and 
she refused. She said that he had previously asked her 
to marry him. He said that if she would not marry him 
he was going to invite out some of title other girls. He 
spent the rest of that evening with ARCELIA and went 
to bed with ARCELIA . 

MAHUELA AGUIRRE said that she saw GALT 
again about three days later, but did not talk with 
him. She said she did not believe that he saw ARCELIA 
or any of the other girls again, and that she herself 
did not see him again. 

She recalled that GALT drank gin ox whatever 
other drink the bartender at the Casa Susana served 
him. He did not smoke, and sometimes stated that he 
did not smoke anything except marijuana. She stated, 
however, that she never saw him smoke marijuana. 

MAHUELA AGUIRRE said that GALT spoke practi- 
cally no Spanish and the bartender interpreted for him. 
She said that GALT had an old pair of sandals that he 
liked very much and which he said had been bought in 
Europe. She said she told him to throw the sandals 
away and buy new ones, but he did not want to get rid 
of them. She recalled that he definitely could not 
dance . 


MAHUELA AGUIRRE made available the photograph 
of GALT wearing sunglasses, which had been taken at the 
Casa Susana in Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, on or about 
November 3, 1937. She said the photograph was taken by 
a traveling group known as "Foto Rapida." 
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Mr. Blakey. An interview with the woman whose alias was Irma 
Morales was taped, and a transcription is available at this time. I 
would ask that the transcript be included in the record as MLK 
exhibit F-173. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the 
record. 

[The information follows:] 
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MLK Exhibit F-1'73 


deled Committee on l&tta&matfcntf 

&£>. 5fcci lit of fixfnttfentatibe* 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20518 


INTERVIEW WITH MANUELA AGUIRRE -MEDRANO (aka IRMA MORALES) ON 

JUNE 5TH, 1978, 9:00 P.M. AT CALLE ALAMEDA 211, ATOTONILCO, JALISCO, 

MEXICO 


PARISI : 


PARIS I : 
MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 

PARISI: 

MARTINEZ: 

PARISI: 

MARTfNEZ: 

PARISI: 
MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 

MARTINEZ: 
PARISI : 
MARTINEZ : 


It’s June 5th, 1978, 9 p.m. We are in the home of 
Manuela Aguirre-Medrano, aka, Irma Morales, which is 
located at Alameda 211 in Atotonilco, Mexico. 

Present is myself, Louis Parisi, Staff Investigator, 
the United States House of Representatives, Select 
Committee on Assassinations. 

Tell senora... 

fcSu nombre? 

Your name? 

Name? , 

No, no. Tell her, tell her what I said. 

Ah, la senora, ah este, esta un grupo de enviados del 
Senado de Estados Unidos, este tocante un investigacioiv 
este Sr. Louis Parisi... 

Also present are other members of the Select Committee, 
Staff Investigator Jerome Cullings — 

]£ste un miembro de los investigadores del staff, Jerome 
Cullings . 

And also. . . 

. . .y tambien. . . 

...Alan Hausman, a lawyer with the Select Committee, 


Alan Hausman, un abogado con el ComitS, 

...Gerald Hamilton, Chief Researcher, 

...y Sr. Gerald Hamilton, este encargado del grupo del 
Comit4 , 
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PARISI: 

MARTINEZ : 

PARISI : 

MARTINEZ: 

PARISI: 

MARTINEZ: 

PARISI: 

MARTINEZ : 

PARISI : 

MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 

MARTINEZ: 

PARISI: 

MARTINEZ: 

PARISI: 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 
PARISI : 

JVrfNEZ : 


...and Sr. M&rtfnez from the Federales, who’s translating for 
us. 

...y Sr. Cipriano Martinez-Novoa, agente de la Policia, Judicial 
Federal de la Procuradurfa General de la Republica. 

Mrs. Medrano, we are here to ask you questions... 

Sra. Medrano, vienen ante usted para hacerle unas cuantas 
preguntas ... 

— regarding some contact you might of had with an 
an American ten years ago in Puerto Vallarta. 

...en relacion con el contacto que haya tenido con un americano 
hace 10 anos en Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco. 

The American's name is James Earl Ray, he also is known as 
Eric Starvo Galt. 

El nombre el americano es Jamies Earl Ray y usa, y us aba el 
nombre de...what? Eric Galt? 

S C. 

Yes. 

Eric Galt. 

The United States Congress has been empowered to investigate 
the death of Martin Luther King. 

El Congreso de los Estados Unidos nos ha comisionado a 
investigar el asesinato del Dr. Martin Luther King. 

That is why we are here to ask certain questions. 

Es por eso. . . 

Does she mind answering our questions? 

Es por eso que han venido este con usted para hacerle unas 
preguntas si usted no tiene ningun inconveniente en hacerlas. 


She will have to speak up, because as she knows we are tape 
recording this conversation. 

Diga, para que usted, aca... 

Answer. Nah, no hay inconveniente. 


MEDRANO: 
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3 . 

MARTINEZ : 
PARIS I : 
MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO : 
MARTINEZ : 


PARIS I: 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 
MARTINEZ : 
PARIS I: 
MARTINEZ: 
MEDRANO: 
MARTINEZ : 
PARIS I: 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 
MARTINEZ: 
PARISI : 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 
MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 


No, there's no inconveneience. 

Does she have any objection to us tape recording? 

Que, si no tieneningun inconveniente en que se le grabe 
esta conversacion? 

Puesj No, no tengo. 

No tiene ... 

No, she doesn't have any inconvenience. 

Okay, would you ask her for her full name, please. 

Su nombre completo? 

Manuela Aquirre-Medrano 
Manuela Aguirre-Medrano . 

Her date of birth? 
iSu fecha de nacimiento? 

Es el 15 de enero, 1944. 

January 15, 1944. 

And where was she born? 
tDonde nacio? 

En San Isidro. 

In San Isidro, Jalisco. 

And what is the address here? 

£Cual es su direccion aqui? 

Alameda 211. 

Alameda 211. 

Is she presently married? 

£Esta casada actualmente? 

Si- 

Yes. 
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4 , 

MARTINEZ : 
PARI SI : 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 
MARTINEZ: 
PARISI : 
MARTfNEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 

PARISI: 

MARTINEZ: 
MEDRANO: 
MARTf NEZ : 
PARISI: 


MARTINEZ : 


MEDRANO: 

MEDRANO: 
MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 


Si . . .yes. 

And her husband's name? 

£Su,el nombre de su esposo? 

Javier Andrade-Garc^a. 

Javier Andrade-Garcia 

How long has she lived in Atotonilco? 

cCu/nto tiempo ha vivido aqu/ en Atotonilco? 

Toda mf vida 
All my life 

All her life. She was born in San Isidro, was 
baptised here, and ever since she live here. 

Well, at what time in her life did she live in 
Puerto Vallarta? 

dCuanto hace que vivio usted en Puerto Vallarta? I. 

Pues / diez anos. 

Ten years ago. 

Okay, we have a photo album that we would like her 
to look at and see if she can recognize any Americans 
that she might have - or any one - that she might have been 
with 10 years ago in Puerto Vallarta? 

Translation. Le van a pasar un album, un album de 
fo.tograffas de un grupo de americanos en diferentes fotos. 
Usted la va a ver y nos va a decir cuales son las que 
reconoces por el niSmero. 

sf. 

Yes 

Numero siete. 

Number 7 

Does she know his name? 
tSabe el nombre de 4l? 

No. 
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5. 

s 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 
PARI SI : 
MARTfNEZ: 
MEDRANO: 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 
MARTfNEZ : 
PARIS I: 
MARTINEZ: 
MEDRANO: 
MARTfNEZ : 
PARIS I: 


No. 

y catorce 
and fourteen 

Number 14 . 

What does she know about number 14? 

I Y que sabe de catorce? 

Que andaba conmigo. 

That ah, used to date her. 
y el ultimo - no tiene numero. 

The last that one doesn't have a number. 
What does she know about that photograph? 
I Que sabe de esta fotograffa? 

Esta se torn© en Vallarta. 

It was taken in Vallarta. 

Who was it taken by? 


MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 
PARISI : 
MARTfNEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

PARISI: 
MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ : 


. Junto conmigp 

Together with me' 

Ah, together with her. 

She was. in that photograph? 

L Esta usted en la forograffa? 

Sf, en la mochado 

Yes, in the cut-off (the cut off part) 
Does she know the name of the man... 
She was in the , in the picture... 

Does she know ...the name of the man? 

I Sabe el nombre de la persona esa? 
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6 . 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 
PARIS I: 
MARTINEZ : 
PARIS I: 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 
PARIS I: 
MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 


MARTINEZ : 

PARIS I: 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARIS I: 
MARTINEZ: 
MEDRANO: 
MARTINEZ : 
PARIS I: 


No, porque un n ombre amerlcano no se me pega . 

No, because American names don’t stick' with me. 

No, she doesn't remember. 

Number 7, 14 and the last one. 

And the last one. 

Did she date those men or is that the same man... Do 
they look like the same man? 

L Es el mismo hombre con 61 que us ted tuvo citas? 

Si- 

Yes. 

That's the same man. 

Can she tell us when she first met that American? 

dPodria decirnos cudndo fue la primera vez que lo 
conocid? 

No, no recuerdo la fecha, mas o menos pero como en 

noviembre o diciembre, 

No, 1 don’t remember the date but it was more or less 
November or December. 

No, she doesn't exactly the date but it was round November 
or December. 

Of what year? 

£De que ano? 

. . . me recuerdo unos diez anos . 
some ten years ago. 

Ten years ago. 

And where did she meet him ten years ago? 
iDonde lo concocio? 

En Vallarta. 

In Vallarta, 

Where in Vallarta? 
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7 . 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 
PARIS I: 
MARTINEZ: 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 
PARISI : 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ: 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ: 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 

MARTINEZ ; 

MEDRANO: 


En que lugar? 

En casa de Susan a . 

In casa Susana 

In Casa de Susana ... Susana 's house. 

Did she work at Casa Susana? 
iTrabajo usted allf? 

sif, 

Yes, 

Yes. 

What kind of house was Casa Susana? 

IQue clase de casa es? 

Nada buena. 

Nothing good 

It wasn't - it was not a good house. 

Was it a house of prostitution? 
iEra casa de prostitution? 
sjf. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

How long did she work there? 

cCuantos anos trabajo allf? 

Como unos tres. 

About three years . 

Around three years. 

How many times did she come in contact with the American 
that she has identified in the book at the Casa de Susana? 

iCuantas yeces tuvo listed contacto con el que lo vio asi 
alii? 

Como veintidos dias- 
About 25 days. 
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8 . 

MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

✓ 

MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ: 
PARISI: 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 


Around 22 days. 

Did she do business with the American? 

ZHizo alguna clase de negocios con el? 

No, . .no. 

No. 

No m&s negoclo. . .que trabajo . 

No more tnan my work. 

Just the kind of business, you know. 

Prostitution business? 

Uh, hum. 

How many... how many times did, was there a prostitution 
business conducted between her and the American? 

cComo cuantas veces que us ted. . . 

No se, no recuerdo se cuenta. 

I don't know, I don't remember the count (how many times) 

dPero mas o tnenos? 

Well more or less 

No pero no recuerdo . 

No but I don't remember. 

She doesn't remember. 

About how many? 

L About, well mas o menos cuantas? 

Todos? cuentole? 

All? Count - tHem? 

Jufst to count - count- Ah, he met her for 22 days. 

22 days, once a day, twice a day, once every other day? 
ZUna vez al dfa? 

s£. 

Yes. 

Yes, once a day. 
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9 . 

PARISI: 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 
MARTINEZ: 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 
MARTINEZ ; 
PARISI : 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 
PARISI : 
MARTINEZ: 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 
MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ; 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 
PARISI : 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 


And how much did he pay? 
cCuanto le page? 

Cien pesos. 

A hundred pesos. 

Did he pay in American money or Mexican money 
tPag<£ en dinero americano o mexicano? 
Mexicano. 

Mexican money. 

Did he seem to have a lot of Mexican money? 
cTraia mucho dinero? 

No. 

Does she know where he got his money from? 

cSabe usted donde traia el dinero ese? 

En una bolsa. 

In a pocket. 

No, pero ^de donde lo obtenia? 

No, where did he obtain it {his money) 

Ah, no. 

No, she doesn't know. 

Did he have an automobile? 

£Traxa un carro? 

Si, 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Does she know what kind of car it was? 
cSabe que’ clase de carro era? 

No. 
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10 . 

MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

/ 

MARTINEZ: 


No. 

Does she remember what color it was? 
iQue color era? 

Pues, oomo cremita si. blanquito 
...sort of cream, whitish 

Kind of whitish. 


PARISI: We'll show her a photograph of an automobile. 

(INTERRUPTION - KNOCK AT THE DOOR) 

PARISI: Okay# we are back on. 


MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 

PARISI: 

/ 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 
f 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

PARISI: 

MEDRANO: 

■ARISI; 


Ah. will vou show her a photograph of an automobile we 
have and see if she recognizes it? 

Esta es la fotograffa del carro, lo reconoce? 

Si». la foto me la reconozco, pues, .. 
yes, I recognize me in the picture,.. 

yes, she recognizes the picture, and it was a picture 
taken by him ... of her . 

She knows how this picture's taken? 

^Sab£a usted qu^ le tomaron la fotografia? 



yes. 


...pero no salio blen. 

...but, it did not come out well 

Let me see that a minute ... she ' s in this car? 

...no salfo bieneh la foto . 
the picture didn't come out well 

Oh, is this the car that the American had? 
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MARTINEZ : 
PARIS I: 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ ; 

PARIS I: 
MARTINEZ ; 

MEDRANO: 
MARTINEZ : 
PARIS I: 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARt£nEZ ; 
PARIS I: 
MARt£neZ : 
MEDRANO: 
MARt£neZ : 
PARIS I: 
MARt£neZ : 
MEDRANO; 

MARt£nEZ ; 
PARIS I: 


cEs el carro del el americano? 

Does it look like his car? 

No, M^s o menos, no me recuerdo, pero mas o ffienos asf 
more or" less, I don’t remember but more or less so 

More or less. She doesn’t remember very well, it looked 
like that one. 

Did the American ever ask her to buy marijuana for him? 

iAlguna vez le dijo el american© que le consiguiera mari- 
huana? 

No. 

No, never did 

Did the American ever get into any arguments at the Casa 
Susana? 

Alguna vez el tuvo alguno discusion con alguien? 

...el problema con el negro, nada mas. 
the problem witlti the black nothing more. 

Just the problem with the colored guy. 

When did, does she remember when that happened? 

cUsted recuerda cu^ndo paso eso? 

No, no recuerdo. , .no, (i don’t remember! . . not when 

Not exactly. 

What kind of a problem was it? 

^Qu£ clase de problema fue? 

Fues, no mas porque me aqarro 

Well, just when he grabbed me. . . 

Just because the colored guy grabbed her by the shoulder. 
What happened? 
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12 . 


MARTINEZ: ly, qu£ pas<$? 

MEDRANO : Pues,se fue , negro 

Well, he left, the black. 

MARTINEZ: *Quien? ah.. . 

Who t 

MEDRANO: Eh, el senores se fue . 

Ah, the men left 

MARTINEZ: cQui^n el, el negrito? 

Who the black? 

MEDRANO: Buena, a ese le sacaron y al.. . 

Well, that one, him they took our. 
s 

MARTINEZ: f Dimel 

Tell" me I 

The colored guy was taken out of the place by the other 
ah, friends, he had, sailors. 

ly 61 ? 

AncThim (the other) 

En sequida se fue . 

And then he left. 

And ah, after a little while he took off. 

The colored guy was a sailor? 

£El negrito era marinero? 

Si. 

Yes . 

Yes . 

How many colored, how many colored sailors were in there 

cCucfntos ah este negritos andaban? 

How many blacks wer e there? “ 

Dos.. el negro ese y otro negro. 

Another one beside the one that had the problem with Ray 

There were two colored sailors, and were there any white 
sailors? 


MARTINEZ: 

MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 
PARIS I: 
MARTfNEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARIS I: 
MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 
MARTfNEZ: 
PARISI : 
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13 . 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

✓ 

MARTINEZ: 
PARISI : 
MARTINEZ : 


iHafcfa marineros blancos? 

Sx. 

Yes. 

Yes, there were same. 

Were there more white sailors than black sailors? 
£Habxa mas marineros blancos que negros? 


MEDRANO: 

PARISI: 
MARTfNEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 
PARISI: 
MARTfNEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 


Sf. 

Yes. 

Does she know about how many sailors all together there were? 

c,Como cuantos eran en total? 

No, no recuerdo. 

No, I don't remember. 

She doesn’t remember. 

Did the Black sailor grab her or just touch her? 

cEste..., la agarro o la jaloneo? 

No, no mas me apreto 

He just touched me (squeezed me) 

Ah, he just touched her. 

And when he touched her what did the American say? 


MEDRANO: Nada, tomaditol 1 

Nothing , he was a little drunk. 

MARTINEZ: a Q ue ledigo? 

What did he say? 

MEDRANO: ...el, no dijo nada no mas. 

he didn't say anything else. 

MARTINEZ: He was kind of drunk. 

MEDRANO: Yo le digo que...asx nomas, a la pasada de esas veces que... 

ay c6mo le dard a en tender..? Como,... par ado asf tornado y 

&e agarra y sequrcunente el pedla disculpas 

I tell you (it seemed like)... as if he was just trying to 
pass by... and at that time — Oh, my how can I make you 
understand...? Well, he was drunk and tried to catch him- 
self (his balance)... And then he apologized. 

MARTINEZ: Well, actually she thinks that the colored guy was kind of 

falling down, you know, and touched her. 


MEDRANO: Y lo llevaban otros dos . . . ? 

and” they carried him out... ? 


36-411 0 - 79-12 
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PARIS I: 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 
PARISI : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 

PARISI: 
MARTINEZ ; 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 

PARISI: 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 


And what did the American say, when he was falling down 
and touched her? His exact words if you can remember. 

cY que le dijo el americano cuSndo la toc6? 

Oh, le dijo muchas cosas. .son-a-bitch. . (laugh) . .Chicken ay 

que tantas otras cosas. ♦ 

Oh, he said many things to him. ,son-of-a-bitch. . Chicken and 
such. other thinqs ... 

Diqalei digame 1 
Tell it! Tell me! 

Exact words / 

Son-a-bitch! I. .'.yy que se tantas otras cosas... 

Son -oY- a -bitch. . . and many thing such things .. . 

Many things in English like son-of-a-bitch. 

&y que mas? 
what else? 


y se par6 en no mas dijo, que alia con qu^ querer! 
smd that he ha<3, he didn't say, something there... 

And he stood up and.. that he ah, he had afysomething ah, ah 
I imagine a weapon, to take care of him with. 

Did she see the weapon? 

cVio usted la pistola? 

Si. era una chiguita 
Yes, it was a little one. 

Yeah, it was a small pistol. 


Did the American get mad or angry because the sailor touched 
her or because the sailor was Black? 

£Se enojo porque la toc^ a Ud? io porque era negro? 

✓ / 

No, porque me toco 
Because he touched me . . . 

Just because he touched her .... 

. ..yo digo que por eso, verdad, porque...? 

I say that’s what it was? 

Thats what she thinks. 
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AS. 

PARISI : 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

* 

MARTINEZ 
PARISI : 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 
PARISI : 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTfNEZ : 

PARISI : 

MARTfNEZ : 

MEDRANO: 


Did she have a special relationship with the American, did 
they have plans to get married or anything like that? 


<£Tenfan planes, &1 y usted, de casarse? 

Pues, yo le dec fa que sx, pero, no, nunca pens£ que que 

tan era. . . ' 

Hell, he would tell me that but I never considered that. . . 

He used to tell her yes but never thought of getting married. 

The American asked her to marry him. 

ihe propuso raatriraonio 4la usted? 


Sf. 

Tis. 

Yes. 

How often during the day did she see the American, one hour, 
two hours, three hours? 

cComo cuanto tiempo lo vefa a el durante el dia? 

En la noche . 

At night. 

At night time. 

I Por cuanto tiempo? 

For how long? 

Un ah, una hora y media 
Ah, am hour and a half.. . 

...y en el dja veces que iba a llevarme a pasear. 

...iuid in the daytime he would take me for a ride. 

...and during the daytime he use to go and pick her up and 
take her to have a ride. 

Did the American ever explain to her where he obtained 
the pistol she saw? 

I Nunca le dijo el americano donde compro la pistola o c<5mo 
la obtuvrf? 

No nunca. 

No never. 
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16 . 


PARIS I: 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 
/ 

MARTINEZ : 
PARIS I: 

MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARIS I: 
MARTINEZ : 


Did she ever see the American with a rifle? 

Nunca vi6 al americano con un rifle? 

No nunca. 

No, never. 

No , never . 

Did the American ever ask her or anyone else in the 
Casa Susana where he could buy marijuana? 

Nunca pregunto el a usted o a otra personas de donde 
conseguir marihuana? 

No, nunca. . . 

No, never... 

No never did... 

porque nunca platicaba con hadie. . . 

because he never conversed with anyone. . . 

Because he didn't talk to nobody. .. just to her. 

Did, she ever see him smoke marihuana? 

Lo vio usted fumar marihuana? 


MEDRANO: No. 

MARTINEZ: No, never did. 

PARISI : Did the American ever ask her to buy any kind of narcotics, 

or where you could buy it? 

MARTINEZ: ZNunca le preguntcf a usted de d<5nde conseguir otra clase de 
- . narcoticos? 

MEDRANO: Nunca. ' 

Never 

MARTINEZ : Nunca . . . never . 


PARISI: Does she know the names of any of the other airls at the 

Casa Susana? 

MARTINEZ: Recuerda usted el nombre de alaunas de las otras muchachas 
que trabajaron allf? 
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17 . 

MEDRANO: 


MARTINEZ : 

PARIS I: 
MARTINEZ: 
PARISI : 

MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARISI : 

MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 

PARISI: 

MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 
ft TINEZ: 
MEDRANO: 


No, no recuerdo . . . nadie . Pues, si los viera, pues, ah, si 
recordaba verlas las viera, nombres si recordara, peso 

vo ya me separ^ de eso v 

No, I don't remember ... anyone well, if I were to see then 
I could recall their names, but not without seeing them, 
because I retired some time ago. 


She might remember if she sees the girls again. Her names 
or her face, 

... she doesn't know them by name? 

...but she is retired..ever since. 

Was she ever questioned by any police officials about the 
Martin Luther King assassination? 

^Alguna vez ha sido interrogada por algiSn policia americano 
o mexicano? 


No.., mexicano, sfl ame ricano No ! : 

...Mexicans yesl Americans nol 

Just by Mexican officers, not by Americans. 

She was never questioned by any... she was only spoken to by 
Mexican officers? 

i Solamente policfas mexicanos? 

mexicanos . 

Mexicans. 

How many Mexican officers? 

dCuantos mexicanos? 

Dost 
Two 1 

Two 

Does she remember what they looked like? 

<JComo el como? Que tipo ten/an? Como eran? 

Pues, chaparro, no es chaparro ni alto, moreno. . .pelo chino 
Well, chubby no too chubby nor tall, brown, .. .curly hair^ 
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MARTINEZ: Yes. 

PARISI: What kind does she remember? 
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19. 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARIS I: 

MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

PARISI: 

✓ 

MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 

MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 
JUS I: 
MARTINEZ: 


jQue clase de credenciales eran, como esta? 

What kind of crendentials were they., like this? 

No, no la recuerdo, no la recuerdo, ■ .pa que 

No, I don’t remember it, I don't remember if they were like 

that. 

She doesn't remember. 

Did anyone from the movies or any authors come to talk to 
her about this? 

Algunas gentes que hicieran peliculas o que quieren hacer 
peliculas o que escriben libros vinieron a hablar con usted? 


No, never did. 

No, porque no.se enteran que me llamaba Irma La Douce y me 

cref un fue un programa de cine 

No, because they would not know me because I called myself 
Irma La Douce, I believe was a movie program. 

Were the police who questioned her from Mexico City?.... 
does she remember if the police that questioned her were 
from Mexico City? 

Este, los policias que le interrogaron, eran de Mexico... 
de la capital? 

Sf, no si si sean de Guadalajara sean de Mexi co . 

Yes... no, I don’t know if they were from Guadalajara or 
from Mexico City. 

She doesn't know if they were from Guadalajara or Mexico City. 
How many times, or what period of time if she can remember, 
was she with the American? From what month to what month, 
if she can remember? 

Se acuerda mas o menos en las fechas que cuando usted conocio 
a el y anduvo con el? 

No, no nunca la~ "rec uerdo . 

No, no I never remember. 

No, she doesn't remember the dates exactly. 

But it was about 22 days, is that what she said before? 

Este cuanto tiempo, unos 22 dias, lo conoci<$? 
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MEDRANO: 

s 

MARTINEZ : 
PARIS I: 

/■ 

MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 


s£, mas o menos. 

Yes, more or less . 

22 days. 

During that 22 days does she know about how much money 
the American gave her? 

Este, como cu^nto dinero le daria en los 22 dHas, mds o 
menos? 

Urn, pues, era da tecera dia... 

Well, he would give every third day . . . 

...once every other day... 

cuanto le da? 

How much did he give? 

Cien pesos. 

100 pesos 

A hundred pesos. 

Y, un dia s£, y otro dia no 1 y, es si* era no 

one day yes, and the other no, and the other yes... would be 
no (he'd pay one day and not the next and then the next, that's 
how it was) 

One day he used to go and then... 

no mucho no. 
not much. 

not very much money, just a 100 pesos. 

Every other day? 

Every other day. 

For that period of time? 

Sfl Durante tres de tiempo iba cada tres dia? 

For that period 

Si, y, a veces dfa^ no ^recuerdo . a iba veces diario, y veces 
otros dfas, si, asi, asi, . .-.siempre se io esperaba que no 
desocupara gpe coche... 

Yes, and day time , I don't remember (when) some days he 
would go (come by) just so so,.. he would always wait if I wasn*t 
busy/ with the car. 
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MARTINEZ: 
PARIS I: 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

PARISI: 

✓ 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 
MARTINEZ : 
ARISI : 
MARTINEZ : 


Yes, he use to wait for her most of the time. 

Did she ever go to Mismaloya Beach with Ray, ah with the 
American? 

iSe fue con un americano a la playa de Mismaloya? 


Si. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Can she tell us what happened that day....? 

IQ ue paso ese dfa allf en Mismaloya? 

Nada. 

Nothing 

..pero tomaron? 

No, no mS.3 le, no, le no gustaba tomar en as £, fuera de alli, 

no le gustaba.. 

No, he didn't like to go for drinks, outside of "there 
he didn't like. . . 

Fuera de donde . 

Out of where 

de..de.,pues de donde yo trabajaba . 
well from where I use to work. 

Outside of the Casa de Susana he usually didn't drink. 

Tomamos coke a refresco. 

We drank coke o refreshments. 

When they went to Mismaloya Beach did they go in the 
American's car? 

Cuando fueron a Mismaloya, fueron en carro el americano? 

Si, en un carro. 

Yes. 

Was anyone else with her? 
dQuien mas iba con ustedes? 
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2 . 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 
PARIS I: 
MEDRANO: 

✓ 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARIS I: 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
IRIS I : 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 


Bueno, la primera vez, iba un raeaero, no mcfs,no recuerdo. .coino 

se llama. - _ ; 

Well, the first time a waiter went but I don’t remember his 
name. 

A waiter, she doesn’t remember his name. 

Where was he from? 

Y ya . . . 

And, . . . 


De donde a el? 

...De allf, de Vallarta, de alii", de casa de Susana. 

From there, from Vallarta from there, the Casa Susana 

He use to work at Casa Susana. 

Did they do anything that day, did anybody take any 
pictures, or did they have a picnic, what did they do at the 
beach? 

ZQue hicieron alii’ en la playa cuando fueron? 

Nada . . 

Nothing . . 

£eh tomaron foto, fotograffas? 
did^rou take pictures? 

No, no mas esta fue la unica que me tomo pero cuando lo fuimos 

solos 

'Just once' (time) he took one but when we were" alone'. 

Just one picture and they were alone. 

During the incident with the sailors, how does she know they 
were sailors. . .were they dressed in uniforms? 

cComo se informo usted si eran marineros? 

Porgue llegaron en barcos, no en barcos chiquitos. 

Because they arrived in boats , small boats . 

Because a boat had come to town. 

Were they in uniform or... 

cEran andaban en uniforme? 

No... 
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MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

✓ 

MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ: 
MEDftANO : 

MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ: 
MEDRANO: 

MARTfNEZ : 

PARISI: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARISI : 
MARTINEZ: 
MEDRANO: 

. ATINEZ : 
MARTINEZ : 


No... They didn't have no uniform. 

Civilians... 

— like civilians. 

No, mjsnoa recuerdo los eh. que barco era. 

No, I don't remember what boat. 

She does not remember the name of the boat. 

Did she ever see Ray's pistol.. ah, the American's pistol again? 

Este. . .volvio a ver usted otra vez a parte a ver la pistola? 

Si, un dfa que me la s actf a mi . 

Yes one day he put it (pull it) to me . 

The one (once) that ah he pulled it.. to her. 

When was this? 

cCuando fue eso? 

Mira, cuando ya no guise andar con 

Well (look) when (one time) I didn't want to go with him. 

When she didn't want to go along with him. 

To marry him? 

Porque me asus'tl 

■He scared me.;. ' 

iPero le propuso matrimonio? 

Si. 

Yi?. 

She (he) proposed her marriage. 

Can she describe the pistol? 
iPuede describir la pistola como era? 

Dna chiquita. .chiquita. . .no, no. . . 

Kind of small.. 

Brillosa...? 

Shinny. . .? 
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24 . 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARIS I: 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 
PARIS I: 
MARTINEZ: 
MEDRANO: 
MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO; 
MARTINEZ: 

PARISI: 

✓ 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

PARISI: 

/ 

MARTINEZ: 
MEDRANO: 
MARTINEZ : 
JUS Is 
✓ 

MARTINEZ : 


NO/ no yo la veia ese oscur o. 

No... I saw it in the dark 

...she saw it that time in the darkness. 

Did Ray, did the American ever say anything to her about 
Blacks during. . . ? 

i Nunca le dijo nada de los negritos? 

No, nunca . 

No, never. 

No, never. 

Did he ever discuss politics with her? 
i Nunca discutitf* politica con us ted? 


No. 

Did she ever see him smoke marijuana? 
iNunca le vio fumar marihuana? 

No, 

Never. 

Did he ever talk to her about his family? 
iNunca le platico de su familia? 

No. 

We have to change the tape... Okay, did he ever talk to 
you about where he worked? 

iNunca le dijo donde trabajaba? 


No 

Did he ever tell her about where he lived in the United 
States? 

<LNunca le dijo d<£nde viv£a en los Estados Unidos? 
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""• 5 . 

MEDRANO: 
PARISI : 
MARTINEZ s 
MEDRANO: 
MARTINEZ : 
PARISI: 
MARTINEZ: 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 

PARISI: 

MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 

PARISI: 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 

PARISI : 

. MARTINEZ: 
MEDRANO: 

/ 

ARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 


No. 

Did he ever talk about religion? 
iNunca le habl6 a la religion? 

No. 

No. 

What did he talk about? 

cDe que le se hablaba a usted? 

Todas las cosas asi, . . . 

All sorts of things .... 

Things with no importance 

— y casi si no platicaba porque casi no le entendia. 
never really conversed because I didn't understand him. 

and she didn't understand English. 

Did he ever tell her when he was leaving Puerto Vallarta? 
iNunca dijo cuando se iba de Puerto Vallarta? 

No. 

Never. 

Tell her where he was going? 
dNi le dijo adonde iba? 

No. 

Nah. 

Did he tell her that he would be back? 

iEl le dijo que iba a regresar? 

Sf, dijo que iba a regresar, pero... 

Yes, he said he would return .... . 

Yeah, he said that he was coming back 

. . .iba' a ir a un asunto y ya regrosa, 

janVtg’ <s,° Riias", 
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26 . 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 

PARIS I: 
MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 

PARIS I: 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 


MARTINEZ : 

PARIS I: 
MARTINEZ: 
PARISI : 

ARTINEZ: 

PARISI: 

MARTINEZ: 


seguramente, yo me figure. 


como...iba a trabajar. 


...well I figured that he was going back to work. 


. . .actually not business and she imagined that he was going 
back to work. 

Did he tell her what kind of business? 

cNo le dijo qul clase de negocio iba a traer, o qu£ asunto? 
Did he tell you what kind of business he had to conduct or 
what matter? 

No. 


During what periods of time did she work at the Casa 
Susana, does she remember the years? 

cSe ftcuerda us ted los anos que estuvo en la Casa Susana? 

Tres anos. 

Three years. 

Anterior a esta fecha?. . .que lo conoci^ a el? 

Before .this date (time) ?. .when you knew him? 

Bueno, urn bueno no...dos urn bueno, tres anos porqu£ 

no m^s por lo que dur£ allfif, no wki no a recuerdo si, bueno va 

recuerdo que me salf de alii, regrese pero ya no volvf alir, 

regres^ no mas una vez. . . 

Well, two, no three years, no more there, but, yes I 
remember I left there and returned once then I 
left and never came (wentj back. 

...she went back to work for eight days and never did come 
back again. 

Did he ever tell her where he lived?... 

How's that? 

Did he ever tell her where he lived. . .when he was in Puerta 
Vallarta? 

Who? The American? 
yeah. The American. 

Nunca le dijo a usted al americano donde viyfa? 

(Did you ever tell the American where you lived?) 
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27 . 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARIS I: 
MARTINEZ : 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
PARIS I: 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ : 
MEDRANO: V 

PARIS I: 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 

PARIS I: 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 

MARTINEZ: 

PARISI: 

■'ARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 
KARTIUES : 
MARTINEZ: 


No , nunca . 

No , never . 

No , never . 

Did she ever find out where he lived? 

Nunca supo £l este su direcci&i aquf en Puerto Vall arta? 
(Question was understood by Manuela to mean did the American 
know where she stayed) 

No. No mas sab fa que era de Atotonilco, pero no.... 

No, but he knew I was from Atotonilco, but no.... 

No. He knew that she was from this hometown. 

Did he tell her where he was staying in Puerto Vallarta? 

Like what hotel..? 

<LA us ted le dijo en qu£ hotel vivia en Puerto Vallarta? 

Nunca supe . 

Never knew. 

Never did find out. 

Este, nunca supe en ctiai hotel se estarfa. 

NeveiT knew in which hotel he was staying in. 

Do you ever remember seeing the American with a lot of 
money? 

I Nunca se acuerda haber vis to al americano con raucho dinero? 

No. Llevaba no mas dolares que llevaba y se gastaba y. ♦ ♦ 
spend 6 didn,t carry ai lot of money, what he carried he used to* 

Just that he was spending money. 

Did he act like a was it American money or Mexican money? 

I Dinero americano o mexicano? 

Mexicano . 

Mexican money . 

When she was in his company did he act like a big shot, 
out going, or was he quiet and introverted? 

Este^cuando usted andaba con el, era un persona calmada, 
hombre? 

Si, calmada hombre (Yes, calm^quiet/man) 

Yes, he was a quiet man, 

Un poco timido? 

A little shy* 



MEDRANO: 


MARTINEZ : 
PARIS I: 
PARIS I: 

MARTINEZ: 

MEDRANO: 
MARTINEZ: 
PARIS I: 

MARTINEZ: 


si, un poco. 

Yes, a little. 

Kind of shy. 

Anyone have any questions? 

Did he ever tell you if he was going to do business alone 
or with someone else? 

dNunca dijo si se iba a hacer negocios £l solo o con otra 
persona? 


No, never did. 

Okay, it's uh, 9:30 p.m., Mexican time, and the interview 
is terminated. Thank you, Senora. 

Son las nueve y quince ha terminado la grabacion. 


(End of interview and tape) . 
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Mr. Blakey. In addition, Mr. Chairman, I would ask that a 
photograph of Ms. Morales be inserted in the record at this point 
as MLK exhibit F-175 and be appropriately displayed at this time. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the 
record and displayed. 

[The information follows:] 



MLK Exhibit F-175 
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Mr. Blakey. Ms. Morales was born on January 15, 1944. In the 
fall of 1967 she was employed at the Casa Susana, and during a 3- 
week period she was in the company of James Earl Ray almost 
every day. It would be appropriate at this time, Mr. Chairman, to 
hear the testimony of Ms. Morales via tape recording. 

The committee made an effort to see if she could come to the 
United States. She preferred to be heard by tape. 

Chairman Stokes. You may proceed. 

[Tape recording played.] 

Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, I would ask that the tape itself be 
included in the record as MLK exhibit F-173A. 

The Chairman. Without objection, it may be so entered. 

[The tape recording referred to above as MLK F-173a is main- 
tained in committee files.] 

Mr. Blakey. Since a careful analysis of the evidence tends to call 
into question the support for some of the incidents generally cited 
to establish a pattern of personal racial animosity by Ray, the 
committee probed other possibilities. It examined, for example, a 
theory that an answer could be found in the psychological makeup 
of James Earl Ray, himself. Authors and the Department of Justice 
task force have attached some credence to the idea that motive 
could be drawn from the personality of the convicted assassin, their 
point having been supported by a psychiatric examination of Ray 
in 1966. It concluded that he was a sociopathic personality with 
antisocial behavior patterns and was suffering from anxiety and 
depression. 

The committee found evidence that Ray was, in fact, quite con- 
cerned about his image; a man with a need to improve himself and 
his interpersonal relationships. While in California in late 1967 
and early 1968, Ray saw a psychologist six times, visited a hypno- 
tist, and enrolled in dancing school, all apparent attempts to im- 
prove his image. 

The theory has also been offered that Ray was ego-driven to 
become a big man in the criminal world, that he was obsessed with 
making the FBI’s 10-most-wanted list, which ironically he did fol- 
lowing the assassination of Dr. King. 

Psychological theories must, however, remain in the realm of 
speculation, for no one is equipped to do more than cite the state- 
ments of earlier investigations until Ray himself submits to a 
comprehensive psychological examination, or so our panel of psy- 
chologists told us, an examination which would also probably have 
to include from Ray his explanation of why he killed Dr. King, an 
act that Ray himself currently denies. Indeed, as it was noted 
yesterday, consideration was given by the committee to submitting 
the available psychological evidence to a panel of experts for an 
evaluation, but the project was dropped when the committee was 
advised by those experts not to expect useful results. 

Finally, it has also been speculated that the motive was perhaps 
financial. The committee received reports that rumors of a bounty 
on Dr. King’s head were circulated at Missouri State Penitentiary 
when Ray was there, though the committee was unable to docu- 
ment them unequivocally. Four MSP inmates did tell the FBI of 
Ray’s knowledge of an offer ranging from $10,000 to $1 million 
from an alleged business group. One of the inmates also told the 
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committee that Ray told him in 1964 of an offer “to knock King 
off,” but he was unable or unwilling to testify as to the amount or 
the source. Another of the four inmates said he could not recall 
hearing any remarks by Ray about an offer, and the committee 
was unable to locate the other two inmates. But, it is worth noting 
that in executive session before the committee, Ray’s brother Jerry 
did state that James always operated “on a money angle.” Since a 
financial motive automatically suggests conspiracy, it will itself be 
the subject of further evidence at a later hearing. 

Having considered motive, Mr. Chairman, it is now appropriate 
to focus the committee’s attention on the question of conspiracy. 
That is to say, the possible involvement of others besides James 
Earl Ray, himself. 

This indeed will be the subject of the remaining 12 days of the 
presentation to the committee by the staff of the evidence in the 
case. 

While it is true that the investigation has placed equal emphasis 
on all issues that have been raised in the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, as you have noted — an accurate accounting of 
what happened in Memphis, the identification of the assassin, the 
performance of the agencies, as well as conspiracy — it can also be 
persuasively argued that the suggestion of a plot against Dr. King, 
a noted civil rights leader, have done most to create an uneasy 
feeling among the American people. In fact, a number of widely 
publicized suspicions surrounding Dr. King’s death have convinced 
many that the truth has yet to emerge. That fact, more than any 
other, probably led to the formation of this committee. 

Consequently, the committee has made a major effort to explore 
the implications of the alleged mysterious incidents or circum- 
stances, especially those that suggest an as-yet-unrevealed conspir- 
acy. To some of them, there were, of course, readily available 
answers that immediately clarified in an innocent fashion the sin- 
ister implications that some had seen, but others could not be so 
easily explained away. They are the ones on which evidence will be 
introduced for the committee’s evaluation in the days ahead. 

It is not surprising that much of the speculation has revolved 
around Ray himself, since he almost certainly had to be a principal 
figure in any plot — assassin or patsy. It has been rightly noted, for 
example, that in other criminal undertakings, Ray was markedly 
inept, while in the assassination and flight that followed, he appar- 
ently showed both cunning and resourcefulness. In addition, his 
record hardly shows a tendency toward personal violence. Armed 
robbery, it is argued, is not contract murder. When you come down 
to it, so the argument goes, he just does not seem like the type of 
person who would plot and execute — on his own — the coldblooded 
murder of a nationally renowned leader. So when, if it is accepted, 
as the evidence apparently requires, that Ray pulled the trigger, so 
the argument goes, there is a natural tendency to speculate that 
Ray was supported and directed by some sort of more sophisticated 
group. 

In this context, the committee has pursued numerous specific 
incidents or sets of circumstance, most of which has been cited by 
critics of the FBI investigation as suggestive of a possible conspir- 
acy. They will be enumerated here today jis a preface to the sue- 
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ceeding hearings, and where appropriate, considered in the hear- 
ings themselves. 

1. ESCAPE FROM MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY 

The very circumstances of Ray’s escape in April 1967 suggest he 
had help, but the question may be asked, was it related in any way 
to the assassination? In other words, was the escape the first step 
in a year-long series of sinister events designed from the outset to 
eliminate Dr. King? And, was there official complicity, either on 
the part of the Missouri State Prison authorities, or, as has been 
charged by Mark Lane, the author of Code Name “Zorro” and 
Ray’s attorney, by the FBI itself? 

2. FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

Following his escape and prior to the assassination, Ray traveled 
extensively through the United States, Canada, and Mexico. He 
bought several expensive items, including a $2,000 car, over $300 
worth of photographic equipment, new clothes, and dancing les- 
sons. After the assassination, he purchased airline tickets from 
Canada to Europe to Portugal and back to England. A conservative 
estimate of his expenses overall is $9,600, although he is thought to 
have had little cash at the time of his escape from Missouri State 
Prison, and he only worked for 6 weeks legitimately over a 14- 
month period. 

The FBI could find no answer to the funding question, despite an 
extensive field investigation, and the Justice Department task force 
wrote in 1977, * * * the source of Ray’s funds remain a mystery 

today.” 

3. RAY’S PLASTIC SURGERY 

On March 5, 1968, just 3 weeks before the assassination, Ray 
paid $200 for plastic surgery, specifically a nasal tip revision. By 
that date, he had apparently decided to move east from Los An- 
geles, since he turned down an offer of a bartending job later that 
month. A March 17 change-of-address notice indicates he knew he 
was headed for Atlanta, Dr. King’s home. 

It has been suggested that the price of the surgery — $200 — was 
less than the going rate for the operation, a possibility that led in 
turn to speculation that Ray’s surgery was simply one more step in 
a sophisticated criminal conspiracy. 

4. VIOLENCE IN THE MARCH AND DR. KING’S MOTEL IN MEMPHIS 

It has been charged that the FBI deliberately set up Dr. King for 
the assassination by maneuvering him back to Memphis by creat- 
ing violence in his otherwise peaceful march on behalf of the 
sanitation workers and then tricked him from one hotel to an- 
other — from the relatively secure high-rise Rivermont Holiday Inn 
in Memphis, to the less-secure Lorraine. Dr. King was convinced by 
FBI trickery, the charge goes, that his position in the Black com- 
munity would be compromised if he persisted in staying at luxuri- 
ous, white-owned accommodations. 

Moreover, it has been charged that Dr. King was purposefully 
placed in room 306, the only room to which a marksman in the 
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roominghouse bathroom would have had an unobstructed view. A 
white man disguised as a Black man and posing as ail official of 
SCLC is alleged to have requested that Dr. King be assigned to 306. 

5. DR. KING’S SECURITY DETAIL 

Questions have been raised by the actions of a seven-man secu- 
rity detail that was to have provided security for Dr. King in 
Memphis. Does its removal indicate official complicity on the part 
of the Memphis police? 

On the afternoon of April 3, 1968, the day Mr. King returned to 
Memphis, the detail was disbanded. On April 4, hours before the 
assassination, tact units of police cars assigned to patrol the vicini- 
ty of the Lorraine were also pulled out, and shortly thereafter a 
Black policeman, allegedly assigned to a security post in the rear of 
the flrestation overlooking Dr. King's room, was relieved and sent 
home. 

In addition, on the evening before the assassination, two firemen, 
the only two Blacks assigned to the station adjacent to the Lor- 
raine, were transferred to other stations. 

These actions by the Memphis authorities, to be introduced for 
the committee's evaluation, subsequently, have fanned the flames 
of suspicion of official complicity in a conspiracy. Similar charges 
have been made in connection with the events that followed the 
assassination. 

6. RAY’S ESCAPE FROM MEMPHIS 

At the moment Dr. King was felled by the sniper's bullet, there 
were from 53 to 66 law enforcement officers within a mile’s radius 
of the Lorraine Motel. One tact unit, consisting of 12 men, was 
posted at the adjacent flrestation, just 100 yards away. One officer 
at a surveillance post was only 200 feet from Dr. King, and an 
undercover officer, Incredibly, was in the motel parking lot, just a 
few feet away. 

Despite the proximity to Dr. King of this apparent mass of police 
personnel, and even though MPD tactical units were deployed to 
react swiftly in an emergency, the assassin was able to leave the 
roominghouse from where he fired the shot, drop a bundle contain- 
ing the murder weapon in a doorway, escape by car from Memphis 
and drive through four States to Atlanta where he abandoned the 
car. His ability to avoid detection has added to the suspicion that 
the Memphis police officials themselves were involved in the 
murder, a suspicion that has even been voiced by members of the 
city’s police department itself. 

Why were there no roadblocks placed on major arteries out of 
the city? Why was no all points bulletin broadcast? These are the 
sorts of questions that have been asked, and perhaps legitimately 
so. 

Contributing further to the mystery was a CB broadcast heard 
just 35 minutes after the assassination, in which an operator trans- 
mitted a series of alerts to the effect that he was in hot pursuit of a 
white Mustang (the type of car that Ray was driving) carrying the 
possible killer of Dr. King. It has been charged that the broadcast 
was an attempt to divert police to the northeastern part of Mem- 
phis, while the assassin escaped in another direction. 
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7. REMOVAL OF TREES AND UNDERBRUSH 

There have been accusations that on April 5, 1968, the day after 
the assassination, trees and underbrush to the rear of the rooming 
house at 422 V 2 Main Street, Memphis, were chopped down. The 
foliage, so this story goes, had obstructed the line of fire from the 
second-floor bathroom of the roominghouse from which, the official 
investigation concluded, Ray had fired the fatal shot. The thrust of 
the allegation is, of course, that Ray never fired the shot, and his 
innocence would have been established if the trees and the under- 
brush had been allowed to stand. The trees were, therefore, cut 
down to facilitate the conviction of the patsy, James Earl Ray. 

8. ALIASES AND PASSPORTS 

Within days of the assassination, James Earl Ray was in Canada, 
and by May 6, he had assumed two new aliases, George Ramon 
Sneyd and Paul Bridgman. By this time he had also obtained birth 
certificates for both Sneyd and Bridgman and secured a Canadian 
passport under Sneyd’s name, purchased a round trip Toronto to 
London to Toronto airline ticket and departed North America. 

Ray’s activities in Canada raise these questions: Was it mere 
coincidence that four of his aliases — Sneyd and Bridgman, as well 
as Eric S. Galt and John Willard — were names of living persons 
who resided in metropolitan Toronto? How was it that the four 
Canadians shared noticeably physical similarities? Did the seeming 
ease with which Ray obtained a Canadian passport suggest any 
official connections? How had Ray, a man who had bungled simple 
street crimes, managed such a sophisticated escape maneuver with 
impressive efficiency? Had he, perhaps, utilized the services of an 
underworld alias ring, or did he have intelligence community con- 
nections? 

9. RAY’S GUILTY PLEA 

After Ray’s arrest, there was hope that many of these unan- 
swered questions would be resolved during his trial for the murder 
of Dr. King. Surely, it was suggested, as the adversary process 
pitted Shelby County District Attorney Philip Canale against veter- 
an defense attorney Percy Foreman, the truth would emerge. But, 
in a surprise move, Ray pled guilty and got 99 years for first-degree 
murder. No light was shed on the case by the government’s simple 
recitation of basic facts, and the only hint that there was more to 
the assassination came in a curious disclaimer by the defendant 
himself. Ray merely stated disagreement with Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark and FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover “on this conspir- 
acy thing.” He was not asked to elaborate, nor did he, at that time. 

So another question was added to the lengthening list. Had Fore- 
man — Ray’s own attorney and a Texas friend of Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark — pled his client guilty as part of an official conspir- 
acy to silence Ray? 


10. EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY 

Subsequent to Ray’s plea, it was also charged that an eyewitness 
to the assassination itself— a woman who could supposedly identify 
the individual who fled the bathroom from which the fatal shot 
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was fired— was taken by the police and confined illegally in a 
mental hospital to silence her. 

Here, too, the spector of official complicity — police, court, and 
hospital officials — was squarely raised. 

Taken together, these unanswered questions weave a sinister 
story. Ray is broken out of prison, either as an assassin or a patsy, 
he is given financial support, plastic surgery, a car and a gun, 
while arrangements are made for a ticket out of the country and a 
false passport. Meanwhile, Dr. King is lured back to Memphis by 
the actions of agents provocateur, who turn a peaceful march into 
a violent confrontation, and Dr. King is set up for the assassination 
in an insecure motel, his security is withdrawn, and he is felled by 
one deadly shot. The escape of the assassin is facilitated by police 
inaction and. a fake CB broadcast. Ray is caught, convicted or 
framed, but in any event, silenced. What is suggested here are the 
actions of a sophisticated group that must, almost of necessity, 
involve officials of the government. The implications of these sug- 
gestions, if only some of them are true, would be frightening indeed 
for a free and democratic society. 

These, then, are questions, Mr. Chairman, that the committee 
will hear evidence on today and in later hearings. Some, but not 
many, can be dismissed quickly. The committee’s investigators 
have found, for example, that a suggestion of official complicity is 
unlikely in the escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary. It has 
been suggested, for example, as key evidence of official complicity 
that a wanted poster issued by the prison after Ray’s escape in 
1967 bore incorrect fingerprints. Nevertheless, the committee 
learned that once the mistake was discovered, a new poster was 
immediately issued. The committee’s investigation shows, it may be 
concluded — although the ultimate question obviously is up to the 
committee — the mistake was apparently innocent. 

In addition, the committee addressed the question of Ray’s plas- 
tic surgery in California shortly before the assassination. While it 
is likely that Ray was, in fact, attempting to alter his appearance, 
the investigation was unable to uncover any evidence — either in 
Ray’s choice of a surgeon or the amount he paid for the oper- 
ation— that the surgery itself was part of a wider assassination 
conspiracy that perhaps included the doctor himself. There is, of 
course, reason to believe that Ray desired to change his appearance 
shortly before leaving for Atlanta, Dr. King’s home, but there is 
nothing to indicate that he did not accomplish locating the doctor 
on his own. As to charges that the surgeon was in on the conspir- 
acy or that he charged less than the going rate for the operation, 
they can be said to be unfounded. The investigation has established 
that the doctor is a well-respected man in his profession, and the 
price he charged Ray was in line with the regular rates going for 
such surgery at the time it was performed. 

It is appropriate, therefore, Mr. Chairman, to turn to more diffi- 
cult questions. 

The committee knew from the outset that if there proved to be 
substantial validity to any of the key allegations of official complic- 
ity in Memphis, then there was every likelihood of a conspiracy of 
the most sinister and troubling sort to murder Dr. King, a conspir- 
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acy that probably involved high officials of government — local, 
State or Federal. 

If, indeed, Dr. King was intentionally maneuvered into a vulner- 
able position at the relatively insecure Lorraine Motel. 

If, indeed, he was purposefully and systematically stripped of 
police protection. 

If, indeed, the roominghouse at 422 % South Main Street was 
knowingly ignored by Memphis police after Dr. King was shot. 

If, indeed, to assist the assassin in his flight, the pursuit of the 
assassin was deliberately less than aggressive — roadblocks were not 
erected and an all-points bulletin not broadcast. 

If, indeed, the police radio network was penetrated to divert the 
chase. 

If, indeed, to facilitate the conviction of a patsy, the trees and 
foliage that would have blocked the line of fire from the rooming- 
house to the Lorraine were cut down the day after the assassina- 
tion. 

The implication of this litany of allegations are disturbing. Nev- 
ertheless, the committee has had no choice but to consider them 
and their implications. 

The committee first reviewed the charge leveled by Mark Lane 
and others that Dr. King was steered to the Lorraine by news 
accounts, inspired by FBI COINTELPRO propaganda criticizing 
him for patronizing the plush white-owned Holiday Inn on his 
March 28-29 visit to Memphis. To support his case, Mr. Lane, in 
Code Name “Zorro”, quotes a reporter for the Memphis Press- 
Scimitar to the effect that Dr. King had never stayed at the black- 
owned Lorraine prior to his April 3-4 trip to Memphis. 

In fact, the investigation revealed that the FBI did, as part of its 
propaganda campaign against Dr. King, prepare a press release on 
March 29, taking him to task for staying at the Holiday Inn. In 
turn, this criticism was echoed in newspapers around the country, 
although the investigation was unable to determine concretely if 
the news stories were the direct result of the FBI release, as 
opposed to other sources. The evidence was at least ambiguous. 
How this question must be ultimately resolved, of course, is up to 
the committee. 

The committee also obtained its account of Dr. King’s trip to 
Memphis with respect to his choice of accommodations, not from 
the press, but from his close associates at the time, including his 
confidante, Dr. Ralph Abernathy, as this committee will recall 
from Dr. Abernathy's testimony in August. This investigation 
found that Dr. King, in fact, normally stayed at the Lorraine when 
in Memphis, but for March 28, reservations were made for him at 
the Peabody Hotel by the national union of which the striking 
sanitation workers local was a part, since the union was using the 
Peabody as an unofficial headquarters. 

On the other hand, Dr. King was divertr d to the Holiday Inn by 
motorcycle policemen, a precaution, according to the Memphis 
police department, in view of the outbreak of violence during a 
labor march on the morning of March 28. Again, the committee 
will ultimately have to decide if it ought to be inferred from the 
evidence that Dr. King’s decision to stay at the Lorraine on April 
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3-4 was a return to his normal routine, not, as has been alleged, an 
abrupt action in response to a conspiratorial ruse. 

As to the allegations that Dr. King was not only lured to the 
Lorraine, but that he was placed in room 306 because it presented 
a good target to a sniper in the roominghouse, the committee was 
told by Dr. Abernathy, it will recall in its August hearings, that 
306 was normally reserved for Dr. King when he stayed at the 
Lorraine. Here, too, the committee will have to decide if the sinis- 
ter becomes innocent when closely examined. 

Turning to the more serious question of police protection of Dr. 
King and security provided for him on April 3-4. 

Here, the committee was especially concerned about charges that 
have been raised in connection with Edward E. Redditt, a Black 
police detective who was removed from his post at the firestation 
adjacent to the Lorraine shortly before the assassination. 

Conspiratorial implications with regard to the removal of Detec- 
tive Redditt have been proposed by Mark Lane in Code Name 
“Zorro”, and I quote: 

The Reverend Samuel Kyles asked the police to assign Ed Redditt, a black 
Memphis detective, to provide security for Dr. King. Redditt was assigned and set 
up the police command post at the fire station because of its proximity to the 
Lorraine and because it provided security from the Invaders and others who wanted 
no police, black or white, on the scene. 

Mr. Chairman, I would ask at this time that MLK exhibit F-16, 
already inserted into the record, be appropriately displayed. It is a 
photograph of the assassination scene, and, on a blowup of it, the 
location of the fire station can be clearly seen. The fire station is in 
the lower right-hand side of the photograph; the Lorraine Motel is 
in the center of the photograph. It would also facilitate the commit- 
tee’s understanding of this issue if a drawing, already entered in 
the record as F-19 also be displayed at this time. 

The committee has undertaken to ascertain the meaning of the 
transfers of two Black firemen, Floyd Newsum and Novell E. Wal- 
lace, from the fire station adjacent to the Lorraine, who, it has 
been suggested, were removed to facilitate the assassination. 

Detective Redditt was a member of the Memphis Police Depart- 
ment from December 1960 to July 1971. He was promoted from 
patrolman to detective in September 1965. 

In May 1967, Detective Redditt was appointed assistant director 
of the community relations bureau. In February 1968, he was tem- 
porarily assigned to the intelligence section of the inspection 
bureau, remaining on this special assignment until the sanitation 
workers’ strike was settled on April 16, at which time he returned 
to his regular post. 

When the community relations bureau was phased out of exist- 
ence in 1971, Detective Redditt was assigned to the vice squad. He 
resigned from the police department shortly thereafter. 

Following his resignation, Detective Redditt served on the staff of 
U.S. Representative Kuykendall, operating a community service 
center in Memphis. He is presently deputy director for priority 
area development in the Memphis office of community develop- 
ment. 

It would be appropriate at this time, Mr. Chairman, to call 
Detective Redditt. 
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Chairman Stokes. The committee calls Detective Redditt. 

Mr. Redditt, will you please stand, raise your right hand and be 
sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you will give before this 
committee is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes. 

Chairman Stokes. Thank you. You may be seated. 

Will counsel for the witness identify himself for the committee, 
please? 

Mr. Smothers. Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, my 
name is Curtis R. Smothers, Washington, D.C. 

Chairman Stokes. Thank you. The Chair now recognizes staff 
counsel, Gene Johnson. 

Mr. Johnson. Will you state your full name for the record. 

TESTIMONY OF EDWARD REDDITT, FORMERLY OF THE 
MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Mr. Redditt. Edward Estes Redditt. 

Mr. Johnson. Would you give your date of birth? 

Mr. Redditt. January 10, 1931. 

Mr. Johnson. And would you tell us how you are employed? 

Mr. Redditt. I am employed with the Memphis housing commu- 
nity development as special projects administrator. 

Mr. Johnson. There was a time when you became a member of 
the Memphis Police Department; is that true? 

Mr. Redditt. That’s true. 

Mr. Johnson. Will you tell us exactly when that was? 

Mr. Redditt. I started school in November of 1960. 

Mr. Johnson. Commencing with your starting as a member of 
the Memphis Police Department, will you give us a chronology of 
your assignments up to February 1968. 

Mr. Redditt. As a patrolman walking a beat in 1960 and 1961; 
later into the detention, the jail, in between special assignments, 
then into the squad car. From the squad car to the detective in 
juvenile bureau in between assignments; from there to police com- 
munity relations; from there to other assignments. 

Mr. Johnson. Now, in February 1968, you were working at that 
time with the community relations department; is that true? 

Mr. Redditt. That’s true. 

Mr. Johnson. Then there came a time when you had a change of 
assignments? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes. 

Mr. Johnson. Now, will you explain to the committee the change 
of assignments working from community relations— what was your 
new assignment? 

Mr. Redditt. The new assignment was working with the bureau 
of intelligence. 

Mr. Johnson. Had you ever worked for the bureau of intelli- 
gence before? 

Mr. Redditt. No. 

Mr. Johnson. Can you tell the committee, if you know, what 
were the reasons for the change of your assignments from commu- 
nity relations to the intelligence section of the police department? 
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Mr. Redditt. It is my opinion that it was to surveil the activities 
surrounding the strike itself. 

Mr. Johnson. Did there ever come a time once the assignments 
changed that you had an opportunity to discuss this with police 
officials and ask at any point in time what the purpose of the 
change of assignment was? 

Mr. Redditt. I did not quite understand that. 

Mr. Johnson. My question is having been assigned to the com- 
munity relations department, then a change of assignments came 
when you were assigned to the intelligence section. My question is, 
was there ever a time after the change that you made any inquir- 
ies from any of the police officials why the assignment change was 
made? 

Mr. Redditt. No; it wasn’t customary, as I said, in my orders I 
had been assigned previously to other assignments, to other details 
and very seldom they were questioned. 

Mr. Johnson. Now, exactly what were you assigned to do, bear- 
ing in mind having not worked with the intelligence section before. 
I gather at some point in time somebody had to tell you exactly 
what they wanted you to do in your new assignment. 

Mr. Redditt. To keep an eye on and report activities, unusual 
activities surrounding the sanitation workers, such as out-of-town 
license plates, some individual strange individuals, comments, 
meetings and things that may have occurred. I could not attend 
secret meetings but it was all hearsay. 

Mr. Johnson. Did, in the process of that assignment, did you 
keep your superiors at the Memphis Police Department aware of 
what you were doing and exactly what was the result of it? 

Mr. Redditt. Through memos or reports or sometimes through 
telephone. 

Mr. Johnson. As a member of the intelligence section did mem- 
bers of the Black community castigate you for the assignment you 
had suggesting that you had become an official informer on the 
sanitation strikers? 

Mr. Redditt. I would say you would always have that, irrespec- 
tive. 

Mr. Johnson. What you are suggesting is — and correct me if I 
am wrong about it — you are suggesting that due to your new 
assignment there were those in the Black community who viewed 
your new assignment as one who had betrayed them in that you 
were keeping an eye on or surveilling their activity and reporting 
it back to the Memphis Police Department. Am I correct in that? 

Mr. Redditt. That would be correct. 

Mr. Johnson. Did you have a partner in this assignment? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes. 

Mr. Johnson. Who was that partner? 

Mr. Redditt. Willie B. Richmond. 

Mr. Johnson. There came a time from February to sometime in 
March, the early part of April, that the assignment was changed, 
and I am directing your attention specifically to April 3, the morn- 
ing of April 3, 1968. On that morning, did you get a change of 
assignments? 

Mr. Redditt. In my opinion, it was a change of assignment. 
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Mr. Johnson. Will you explain to the committee exactly what 
that change was? 

Mr. Redditt. To go to the airport to meet Dr. King and his party 
and to see that they returned back to the Lorraine Motel. 

Mr. Johnson. Do you remember who gave you that assignment? 

Mr. Redditt. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Johnson. Now, there came a time when you went to the 
airport to receive Dr. King’s party; is that true? 

Mr. Redditt. Right. 

Mr. Johnson. And once you arrived at the airport, will you tell 
us the nature and circumstances of what basically happened? 

Mr. Redditt. Well, counsel, I can’t remember every detail, the 
only one really vivid detail is receiving a pointed finger threat 
from a young woman there from inside the corridor. The second 
was as we were leaving, one of the cars tried to break in the 
middle, keep us from keeping in direct contact with the party. 

Mr. Johnson. Do you remember, Detective Redditt, who was in 
charge of that detail? 

Mr. Redditt. I did not until I read some reports. In security it 
would be Don Smith anyway I wouldn’t have to think about that 
one. He was in charge of security for the Memphis Police Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. Johnson. Do you remember when you were at the airport 
any conversation between you and another individual about some 
bodily harm being done to you and some threat of your being 
killed? 

Mr. Redditt. That’s what I mentioned earlier. 

Mr. Johnson. Once you left the airport, would you tell us basi- 
cally what happened then? 

Mr. Redditt. The only thing I remember is arriving at the Lor- 
raine in the courtyard where Inspector Smith went to the party, 
about security. He came back and went in to use the phone and 
came back and said we had been ordered to move behind the 
outside of the courtyard, behind the wall; they don’t want security. 

Mr. Johnson. Was there ever any conversation from Inspector 
Don Smith to the group of officers who had been assigned to the 
security detail to the effect the security detail after the conversa- 
tion he had on the phone — and incidentally, do you remember 
whether Inspector Smith said who he was having the conversation 
with on the phone? 

Mr. Redditt. No; I don’t. 

Mr. Johnson. Do you remember Inspector Smith even saying 
that the security detail was being withdrawn? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes; while we were behind the wall we were there 
for a little while and he said we might as well disperse; that’s it in 
essence. 

Mr. Johnson. Did you make any suggestions to Inspector Smith 
as to any course of action that you should take relative to the 
withdrawing of the security detail? 

Mr. Redditt. Again, it is vivid and I don’t remember who made 
the recommendation, I may have, but the fire station — or setting 
up surveillance at the fire station. 

Mr. Johnson. What did Inspector Smith reply to that? 

Mr. Redditt. I do not recall, really, what his reply was. 
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Mr. Johnson. Have you ever had an occasion to set up a surveil- 
lance detail in the firehouse before? 

Mr. Redditt. Not in the firehouse; no. 

Mr. Johnson. So there came a time when Smith, Inspector 
Smith informed you that the security detail was being disbanded, 
am I right about that? 

Mr. Redditt. Right. 

Mr. Johnson. Then you are not sure who suggested, either you 
or someone in the party, that some kind of surveillance be set up 
in the firehouse which is across the street from the Lorraine Motel; 
is that right? 

Mr. Redditt. Right. 

Mr. Johnson. What happened then? 

Mr. Redditt. The next step would be I had to call my supervisor 
and indicate where I was and what I had to do and I undoubtedly 
was given an OK. Because at the time either we went back to 
headquarters or someone brought us binoculars. I don’t remember 
what transpired. 

Mr. Johnson. So now, once the security detail is withdrawn, you 
are physically in the fire station across the street from the Lor- 
raine? 

Mr. Redditt. Right. 

Mr. Johnson. Once you took your post in the fire station, were 
you in any physical proximity to Dr. King, where you would have 
been in a position to protect him from any physical harm? 

Mr. Redditt. No. 

Mr. Johnson. Did you maintain your surveillance in the fire- 
house the evening of the 3d and all day on April 4, until you were 
removed? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes. 

Mr. Johnson. Now, just tell the committee, if you would, Detec- 
tive Redditt, what did you do? You went to the back of the fire- 
house. Did you put anything up in the back of it like paper? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes; at one point firemen began to come back and 
peer out the window. So we put up a newspaper and cut it out so 
people couldn’t see, peering from the window, because you could 
see even with the paper up there. 

Mr. Johnson. Mr. Chairman, that concludes my questions. 

Chairman Stokes. The Chair will now recognize the gentleman 
from Connecticut, Mr. McKinney, for such time as he may con- 
sume. 

Mr. McKinney. Detective Redditt, you were there on the 3d and 
4th until your removal on the 4th. Did you leave the firehouse and 
go to the Clayborn Temple on the 3d? 

Mr. Redditt. I don’t remember, sir. 

Mr. McKinney. You don’t remember going to the temple on the 
3d, at some time at about 6:35, 8:35? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes, sir. I recall that. 

Mr. McKinney. Did you have anyone go with you? Did Lieuten- 
ant Richmond go with you at that point? 

Mr. Redditt, Yes, sir. 

Mr. McKinney. When you went to the temple, wasn’t it a fact 
that Dr. King was still at the Lorraine? 

Mr. Redditt. I don’t recall, sir; I am not really sure. 



206 


Mr. McKinney. Mr. Chairman, at this point, J would like to 
enter into the record as Martin Luther King exhibit F-182A, a 
surveillance memorandum and I would like to have it shown to the 
witness, please. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection it may be entered into the 
record at this point and shown to the witness. 

Mr. McKinney. We have a change in the exhibit number, to 
F-229. 

Chairman Stokes. The record may be so corrected. 

[The information follows:] 
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MLK Exhibit F-229 


MEM Mi IS rot. ICE .:>[■: MH TMENT 
IKS PEC n ON A L BUREAU 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
April I, IMS 


RE: Surveillance of Marti.* L'tt'tr ' King Jr. . and 
R elated Activities . 


Mr. Grayeton P. Tines, Inspector, 
lnspcclional Bureau, 

B nil din g. 




Dear Sir; 

PI. B. Richmond and 1 arrived at the Municipal Airport, approx . 9;20. 
and waited for the arrival of Martin Luther King and his party on Flight 381 Easte: 
Airlines from Atlanta Ca. , Gate fl7, iand he arrived at 10;33AM, though the plat, 
teas due at 10;15AM. In King's parly were Rev. Ralph Abernathy , Rev. Andrew You 
and another unknown MC and Female Colored,. They were met by Mrs. Thomas 
Mattheivs, Rev.James Lawson, Jesse Epps, Ralph Jackson. They departed from t. 
airport in Mrs. Thomas Matthews car bearing License JP 9735. In the car teas 
llic unknown FC, & Dr. King in the front seal, and in the rear was. Rev. Abernathy 
Rev. Lawson and the unknown MC. 


The car in front of them was driven by Jesse Epps, bearing BT 0039. Th 
car belongs to Cornelia Crenshaw, and in the car with Jesse Epps were three un- 
known Male Whites. There was also a Cadillac bearing License * KO -0708. It shot 
be noted that this car arrived at the Lorraine Motel, at ll&OAM and remained there 
uktil 7;30PM. It is believed that this car ivas used to transport Dr. King to Mason 
Temple. 

The carravan arrived at the Lorraine Motel at approx . ll;20AM , using 
the East Entrance off of Mielbeiry. Room assignments for Dr. King were 306 and 
307. Other ivoma assigned were 300 and 301, At approx. U;30AM we noticed 
Charles Cabbage, John B. Smith, and Rev. Orange coining out of the conference 
room upstairs at the Motel. We also noticed approx . 10 in the inside front office 
at the hotel . There were approx. 25 persons associated with Black Pomer in. this 
area at this time. K 


D.r.King left the motel at approx. 12;05PM driven by Mrs. Thomas 
Matthews and preceded th the Centenary Methodist Cluirch on McLemore , where 
a c.Us ?d meeting was held. , with approx. 30 Negro Ministers, and the Rev. MaaUm 
Blackburn, They left the cluirch at 2;15PM and arrived back at the Lorraine Motel 
at approx. 2;25PM. It should be noted, there was a 1963 Ford bearing Ohio 14-95AN 
driven by a FiV who attended the meeting at Centenary Methodist, and also attend- 
ed the meeting at Clayborn Temple just- before the march. 

Activities around the Lorraine Motel from l;25PM til 6;35PM included 
Rooms 3!o and 316 occupied by local Invaders., and those seen in and out of the 
rooms included John B. Smith. Charles Lcvern Cabbage, Milton Mack, Charles 
Bollard, Joe Calvin Banks , 


Room 21 0 was occuppicd by llic Rev. Orange along with another unknown 
MC. Room 309 was occitppied by a African Student named Joseph Lome, this per- 
son was arrested during the Riot Alert. , last summer. , and there is a M IV' and 
an nit known MC occupying the same room. Room 311IC occuppicd by unknown MW. 
driving Chcv. bearing I.ic. B\Y 1883. 


There were 3 MCs who entered room 316, driving a Green Rambler, 
I.ic.. HU a/ 36, At 2:37 l‘M Marshall Ellis and Deputy Marshall Durham arrived 
bride of the mold,, and following behind litem were throe other Deputy Marshalls, 
if i’ ii s- later learned that they had served papers on Dr. King and his aides. 

At approx. ggilil'M Ally t. twins Burch, Ally, Cay wood, and Ally Michael 
"I Ike American Civil Liberties f'nhn, and Ally Waiter Bailey, and two other 
11 "■ "h<> appeared In hr ut'oraies, i.d'-ii- lo; Rev. f.nwsou, and Jesse Epps, end 
' AVr t- ritl into Mr: tin l.nlher Ring’s Horn:/ and departed at 

■ Gt raid lit it inn united t ihn.d that lime lout was falkistg to John 11. Smith 
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Page Tr.o( Surer iUaurr oj Mm fin Luther King -Jr., & Related Actioilies) 

At approx. 3;l7PM tin Airport Limousine arrived with two MCS and 
our A/ll" o»d they immediately ncnl to Rut. 307. At 3;22PM Rev. Latvson, Jesse 
Epps, <md Gerald Fttnion departed. ‘ 

In between these meetings the Mack Power group wait into the confer- 
ence Room on the second floor, and Dr. King went into Room 305. At approx. 4,30 
the Mach Power meeting broke up, and they wc.nl to various rooms in groups. 
Approx. S went into Joseph Lome ’$ room. At this time Orange and three others 
left in a 06 Chcv. bearing Licenser LX 5933, and shortly afterwards a blue Mus- 
hing, Lie. BP 3750 left with another group. 

At 4;42PM an A ip-port Limousine arrived with one Male Colored who 
immediately went to Room 305. Approx. '4;50PM about 9 Mule Coloreds and one 
female cOlared entered Room 316. Following this there seemed to have been quite 
a bit of drinking from room to room. Most of them were getting ice and coca colai 
and bringing in brown bags. 

At 6; 35PM Rh). Lawson brought Rev. Andrew Young back to the motel, 
and left immediately. We then departed from our Station and went to Mason Temp 
and arrived approx, 6;50PM. While standing out front the Rev. Blackburn called 
me aside and asked what l was trying to do to myself . And 1 asked him what he 
meant. And he said the word is out that you were over by Vie FireS^ation near 
the Lorraine Motel using binoculars , spying . I told him that this fifets untrue. 

The Rev. Blackburn then approached Ptlmn. Richmond, and shook my 
hand, and slated that, he wished 1 wasn’t here, and this teas Vie wrong place 
for him. He said the tension was already high enough and he did not want any 
trouble. The meeting got under way around 7;15PM with singing, and regular 
prayers and statements, and the first official speaker was Rev. Lawson. At this 
lime there were approx. 2000 people in the Temple made up of Sanitation workers 
and the » yoimg people. He said the unconcerned people again are trying to slop 
the issue by placing a ban or an injunction against Vie concerned to dis allow us 
to March, And I want you to know that no injunction has ever stopped a March, 
midi have a cigar box full to prove this. I have notified those persons who are 
planning to come here to March Monday to be prepared to go to Jail. Mace can 
not stop us. Gas cannot stop us. Police Brutality cannot slop ns. And we trre go- 
ing to March. You know, I icas just thinking that we have come here to relax 
these last meetings, to lessen the tension, and talk about and forget about some 
of the problems, but I think we are relaxing too much. He said Larry Payne, for 
instance, the young boy 16 years old, who walks out with his ahmds over his head 
and is shot to death with a shot gun. This is Cold Blooded Murder. And I want 
those to know who praise the Police Department for this and condone this. People 
started standing up and clapping, and yelling at this. And as the Rev. Lawson con 
tinned the tinders iiksll decided to leave. He made the statement "IVe have” and 
tie fell he might sax', "We have two police officers with us. " We left at approx . 
S:dPPM. 

At app ox. 9;55AM at the Municipal Airport Mrs. Thomas Matthews 
threatened my life, stating pointing her finger, " I am going to get yon. " or 
" I am going to shoot yon. " . 

At apprxix, 3PM on Hernando Street down front Claybont Temple l was 
approached by an unknown Male Colored, and he said, "you can take this or leave 
hut it is good information. These people arc not playing. They know what you 
and Rcdditl are doing, and they don't like it. "He said, "l be out here among 
these people every day, and 1 have hand many rumors Ihe.l pxxxaRldnxxjiRsd 
they will kill hoi It of you. " He said teveryour down there knew we wo'c poUcemc' 
mid that we were down there just lo spy on the people. Hr did sttv that he kid lira. 
X owe of these threats route from the Muslims. 
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Mr. McKinney. I apologize to the witness for the size of the 
print. You need a magnifying glass to read it. But we are not going 
to go into great detail on it. 

Isn’t it true this is a memo dated April 4? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes; it appears to be the 4th. 

Mr. McKinney. And it is signed by you? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McKinney. And the title of the memo above, the words Mr. 
Tines, Inspector, is “Surveillance of Martin Luther King, and Re- 
lated Activities”? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes. 

Mr. McKinney. So this is a surveillance report that you turned 
in to the chief inspector regarding the activities of Dr. King and 
those who might have been around him? 

Mr. Redditt. Correct. 

Mr. McKinney. Why were you removed on the 4th, at 4 o’clock? 

Mr. Redditt. You mean on the 4th? 

Mr. McKinney. Yes; why were you told to leave the fire station 
and go down to the headquarters? 

Mr. Redditt. Well, I was — Lieutenant Arkin arrived at the fire- 
house and stated I was needed or wanted at the headquarters. I 
asked him what it was about and he said he did not know. So we 
arrived there and I was carried to the conference room. At that 
point I was told a contract had been let on me, that this man, 
whoever it was standing there was supposed to phone in and a 
contract was let and as a result they had security placed at the 
Holiday Inn for my family and myself and I was to go there. 

Mr. McKinney. So when you arrived, you were told there was a 
contract out on your life. You had also been threatened at the 
airport, were you not? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes. 

Mr. McKinney. By whom? 

Mr. Redditt. I do not remember the lady’s name, I just remem- 
ber she was a barber on Park Avenue in the area I used to work in 
in a patrol car. 

Mr. McKinney. I believe the name was Mrs. Matthews. 

Mr. Redditt. Yes. 

Mr. McKinney. Also, I notice in the bottom of this memo, the 
last paragraph, it states a quote from a man on the street: 

These people are not playing. They know what you and Redditt are doing, and 
they don t like it. I be out here among those people every day, and I have heard 
many rumors that they will kill both of you. 

Is that correct? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes. 

Mr. McKinney. So you were removed from the firehouse and 
taken down and told there was a threat on your life because of 
your surveillance of Dr. King. Would that be a proper interpreta- 
tion or your surveillance of the garbage or sanitation strike? 

Mr. Redditt. I guess you could say yes and you could say no to 
that. 

Mr. McKinney. Detective Redditt, you appeared before this com- 
mittee in executive session on March 22 of this year; is that cor- 
rect? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. McKinney. At this point, Mr. Chairman, I would like to take 
extractions from Detective Redditt’s testimony marked Martin 
Luther King F-183 and Martin Luther King F-184; and I would 
like the witness to have a chance to examine them, please. 

Chairman Stokes. You want them entered into the record at this 
point? 

Mr. McKinney. Yes, sir. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection they will be entered into 
the record at this point and shown to the witness at this time. 

[The information follows:] 
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MLK Exhibit F-183 

i have answered any tiling or if I have set the record straight, j 
j ^ut I do wane the record to show that as far as any, if you 

i can erase or whatever, that mine is that I was on a surveillance 
at the fire station and front that point on Mr. Holloman would ! 


have to answer that question on why I was removed. 

6 Mr. Fithian. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

/ Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr. Redditt, and at this time 

S we are going to have wrap-up questioning by the counsel and 
9 jjone or two questions which the Chairman may have of you. 


St i vations before I' proceed with any questions, is that in light 
12 of Mr. Redditt' s testimony, that the Committee either has 
S3 i at its disposal through interviews or through sworn testimony 
S“ | that Mr. Tines, Mr. Holloman, Captain Ray, Sergeant Richmond, 

15 | Inspector Smith, Chief McDonald and Chief Raugh, has indicated 
*5 jto this Committee that Mr. Redditt on the 3rd and 4th of April 
? '’jl968 was surveillance and surveillance only, and that at no 
,s time was he ever security. 

We also have in our possession information that is the 
result of indepth interviews with George Davis of the Memphis 
jPolice Department, with Mr. Shultz of the Memphis Police 
^Department, Donald Hcwe of the Memphis Police Department, 

iand John Smith of the Memphis Department, of Reverend Lawson \ 

1 ,; 1 

pf the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Mrs. Matthews,. 

"~~|and some other officials including Reverend Powers of Memphis, : 
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3 





U 

25 


that in fact that a security detail was at the airport on 
April 3rd, met them when Dr. King arrived for his visit to 
memphi s . 

Now, Mr. Redditt, you have been on national TV, you have 
been quoted in the paper. At no time in any of the reviewing 
of the material that I have seen dealing with any quotes have 
you ever said what you have said before this Committee today, 
and that is that you were security and that at some time during 
the early time of April 3rd you ceased to be security and you 
reverted back to being surveillance. I. have never seen that. 
That was not indicated in your television program that you had. 
with Mr. Lane, you remember that, and from the newspaper 
quotes that resulted thereof. 

| Now, I would just like to ask you at this point in time, 
it is your testimony, then, that after you have been informed, 
let's assume that you were given some instructions to be 
security, after you were informed by Inspector Smith that 
security had been withdrawn, you then reverted back to 
surveillanc e?^] N\ 6 \ £ 'j 

Now, am I correct about that? 

Correct. 

I want to get that clear for the record. 
Correct. 

Correct. 

Right. 


[Mr. Redditt. 
Mr. Johnson. 
(mt. Redditt. 
Mr. Johnson. 
(Mr. Redditt. 
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! j Hr. Johnson. j^All right, now, if it then should appear, 

" either publicly or privately from any source whatever, 

” any story to the contrary, it would be absolutely false, would 
3 Jit not?^ 

£ 5 I jMr. Redditt. True. 

0 Mr. Johnson. There have been questions raised jin light 

C ' of the public posture that you have in terms of. your statements 

? S which have been quoted in the newspapers and on some television 

9 programs, that you always provided security for Dr. King. You 

0 l0 have indicated to us very clearly today that on March 19th . 

= n 

= ‘ when Dr. King came to. Memphis, on March 26th when Dr. King 

* »2 

- i came to Memphis, you had nothing to do with Dr. King and his 
2 13 party, , so if it should appear sometime in the future from 

« ' 4 whatever source that you always provided security for Dr. 

1 i5 

0 J IKing, that would also be erroneous, would it not? j Wo 

« to i r~ 

s - j /Mr. Redditt. Right. 

^ b Mr. Johnson. That's all I have, Mr. Chairman. 

| IS j 

£ Mr. Fauntroy. Counsel, Mr. Akers? 

P 1? 

«- Mr. Akers. Mr. Redditt, I, for one, am glad that you 

1 20 

ihave decided to be candid with this Committee. I believe that 
jin the past that you have performed a disservice for yourself 

22 I 

x and the citizens of this country, for this Committee with 

23 I 
jrespect to, if nothing else, allowing yourself to be perceived j 

2i t 

iby certain persons as having provided security for Dr. King 


jjon April 4th and having been removed mysteriously from that 

ij 
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MLK Exhibit F-184 

1 j effect that both Inspector Don Sniith and Inspector Howe and 
Davis wore in fact at the airport as securi-ty and in fact 
■ did offer themselves as security to Dr. King being responded 
to by Mr. Lawson to the effect that they had not really 
^ decided whether or not they ranted it, and that Mr. Richmond 

6 has indicated that they were infect at the airport and 'that it 

7 has only been your failure to recall their presence that has 

3 • 

given. me_soiae pause, and I would want you to answer for me 

? whether -or not your memory could have failed : you. at this 

i point, whether or not . in fact they may veil have been there as 

they themselves testified they were, as Mr. Richmond- testifies 

> 2 - - 

they were, as security. '* 

Mr. Redditt. Mr. Chairman, I must say that Mr. Richmond 

has been briefed and I have not. Possibly I could have lost 

* i.my memory, forgot that part of it because I go over and over 
16 

Band over an my mind, and I have set up here and tried to press 
and I just ■ 

Mr. Fauntroy. You just" da not recall. 

Mr. Redditt. I just do not recall . anyone waiting down 

2( j 

(that corridor but Richmond and I. There's a possibility they 

'I . . 

- :;could have been in another exitLor been up to the front or 
.■somewhere else, but I do not recall. I just don't recall that 


Mr. Fauntroy. All right. 

I want to thank you for the candor and directness of your ! 
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t [response to our many questions here today, particularly the 

2 | questions here as we have come to the conclusion of a long 

3 [ day's hearing. 

i jj Pursuant to our rules, as 1 indicated earlier, I am 

5 I obliged to offer you five minutes to explain, amplify and 
^ I summarize your testimony, and that is offered to you at this 




time. 

Mr. Redditt. Mr. Chairman, I again would like to thank 
the Committee, the Counsel. I think they have done a splendid 
and terrific job. 

Again, I wajit to apologize or whatever for again maybe 
my misinterpretation or my stating and causing .people to 
have another connotation or whatever, how do you withdraw 
this or how do you rectify this. I can think of several ways 
to do it, whether there is permission granted or not, but 
most of all is that if I have — and I have said it earlier — 
misled someone with the statement of security surveillance or 
surveillance security and persons interpreting it like they 
want to interpret it or putting it the way they want to put 
it, it is very difficult, even in an explanation of -that 
nature, that is explaining 180 feet away, and as Hr. 

Fithian has put it, there is no way that you can offer that 
security. It can only still be observation and surveillance. | 

So those person who are much smarter than I, who can 
write books overnight can take most anything out and put it i 


i! 
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like they want it, turn your words around or cause you to ! 

turn your words around how they want it, something I want to 1 


| apologize. 


i j| I do wish I had remained silent to anyone other than the 

5 jj Committee, period, at this point, so long as I said no comment, 

6 I period, and I feel guilty about that, but again, the only 

, 'f 

7 jj thing I can do is apologize to the Committee, to the Counsel, 

8 j| to the United States, for that matter, if it is thrust that 
? jj far, that that terminology was misconstrued to mean other 

to than that which I knew I was assigned to do, and which I felt 
j! j I was assigned to do, and those things X did, whether by 
oral or written statement. 

13 Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you very much, Mr. Redditt. As you 

\i know you are under continuing subpoena of the Committee, and | 

15 ! with that, we will adjourn the hearing. 

to (Whereupon, at 5:14 o'clock p.m., the Subcommittee 

17 | recessed subject to the call of the Chair.) i 


&&&•' j 
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Mr. McKinney. We will concentrate for the moment on 178 
through 180, and then if counsel and the witness would prefer, we 
will give them time to read the second three pages. 

Mr. Smothers. Very well. We are ready. 

Mr. McKinney. Mr. Redditt, if you would, starting on the first 
line, see if this is your exact wording. You were under oath at the 
time; right? 

Mr. Redditt. Pardon? 

Mr. McKinney. You were under oath when you testified in ex- 
ecutive session? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes. 

Mr. McKinney. I assume all the testimony you gave us at that 
time was the truth; correct? 

Mr. Redditt. To the best of my ability — my knowledge. 

Mr. McKinney. I would like to read from the middle of the first 
line in the first paragraph. You said: 

* * * I have set the record straight, but I do want the record to show that as far 
as any, if you can erase or whatever, that mine is that I was on surveillance at the 
firestation and from that point on Mr. Holloman would have to answer the ques- 
tions to why I was removed. 

Is that a correct representation as to what you stated? 

[No audible answer.] 

I would like to refer you now to 179, at line 14. 

Committee counsel asked the question: 

Mr. Johnson. Now, I would just like to ask you, is it your testimony, then, that 
you have been informed, let’s assume that you were given some instructions to be 
security, after you were informed by Inspector Smith that security had been with- 
drawn, you then reverted back to surveillance? 

Is that correct? 

Mr. Redditt. Correct. 

Mr. McKinney. You answered that with the word “correct”; and 
Mr. Johnson said: “I want to get that clear for the record.” 

And you said, “Correct.” 

And then Mr. Johnson said, “Correct”; and you said, “Right.” 

[No audible response.] 

Mr. McKinney. Would you answer yes or no. 

Mr. Redditt. Yes; that’s correct. 

Mr. McKinney. The stenographer cannot type in a nod. 

Mr. Redditt. Yes. 

Mr. McKinney. At the top of page 180: 

All right, now, if it should then appear, either publicly or privately from any 
source whatever, any story to the contrary, it would be absolutely false, would it 
not? 

And you answered? 

Mr. Redditt. True. 

Mr. McKinney. In the next paragraph, Mr. Johnson states or 
asks you the question: 

* * * in the light of the public posture and in the terms of your statements which 
have been quoted in newspapers and on some television programs, that you have 
always provided security for Dr. King. 

You have indicated to us very clearly today that on March 19th 
when Dr. King came to Memphis, on March 28th when Dr. King 
came to Memphis, you had nothing to do with Dr. King and his 
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party. So if it should appear in some future— from whatever the 
source — that you always provided security for Dr. King, that would 
also be erroneous, would it not? 

Mr. Redditt. Right. 

Mr. McKinney. Now, if the witness would like to review the 
second three pages on Martin Luther King F-184. 

[Brief pause in proceedings as witness reviews said pages.] 

Mr. Smothers. Mr. Congressman, we are ready. 

Mr. McKinney. Mr. Redditt, I would like to draw your attention 
to lines 13 through 17 and 19 through 23 on the first page of the 
exhibit. In essence what you stated was that there could have been 
another security guard at the airport but that you might not have 
seen him, is that not paraphrasing your remarks pretty accurately? 
So you really only remember walking down the hallway with Rich- 
mond, but you state quite clearly that it is a possibility they could 
have been in another exit, been up front, been elsewhere else? 

Mr. Redditt. That's correct. 

Mr. McKinney. So that there may have been other security at 
the airport? 

Mr. Redditt. Correct. 

Mr. McKinney. Mr. Redditt, I refer you to page 2, line 11, 
through 3, line 3, which was your closing statement. You may 
either read this into the record, or you may paraphrase it for me in 
any way, whichever you would like to do. 

Mr. Smothers. Is that a question or a request that the witness 
read from the previous statement? 

Mr. McKinney. It is a request that he either paraphrase his 
remarks or that he read those remarks. 

Mr. Smothers. Beginning at which line, please? 

Mr. McKinney. Line 11, through line 3 on page 3. 

Mr. Redditt. I'll read it: 

Again, I want to apologize or whatever for again maybe my misinterpretations or 
my stating and causing people to have another connotation of whatever, how do you 
withdraw this or how do you rectify this. I can think of several ways to do it, 
whether there is permission granted or not, but most of all is that if I have— and I 
have said it earlier — misled someone with the statements of security surveillance or 
surveillance security and persons interpreting it like they want to interpret or 
putting it the way they want to put it, it is very difficult, even in an explanation of 
that nature, that is explaining 100 feet away, and as Mr. Fithian has put it, there is 
no way that you can offer that security. It can only still be observation and 
surveillance. 

So those persons who are much smarter than I, who can write books overnight 
can take most anything out and put it like they want it, turn your words around or 
cause you to turn your words around how they want it, something I want to 
apologize. 

Mr. McKinney. Detective Redditt, you appeared on television 
with various authors; is that correct? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McKinney. You have also been interviewed in connection 
with their books; is that correct? 

Mr. Redditt. Not interviewed for their books; no, sir. 

Mr. McKinney. Have you been interviewed by author Mark 
Lane? 

Mr. Redditt. It was in conversation and that he was in the room 
with me while I talked to Abby Mann who was to do the picture; 
and in that conversation, he asked permission, was it OK to start a 
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tape. And in conversation, which to me is not communication, in 
conversation made accusations, or questions and answers and so 
forth; of this nature. 

Mr. McKinney. Have you read Mr. Lane’s book? 

Mr. Redditt. No, sir. 

Mr. McKinney. Will the clerk please give the witness a copy of 
Code Name “Zorro”, marked MLK exhibit F-185. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection it may be entered at this 
point. 

[A copy of Mr. Lane’s book, Code Name “Zorro”, is retained in 
the committee’s files.] 

Mr. McKinney. It might be interesting for you, Mr. Redditt, to 
know that in this book, your name is mentioned on so many pages, 
I won’t even bother to put them into the record. The list is exten- 
sive, but I would ask that this be given a number, F-185 A, and be 
put in the record, also. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, so ordered. 

[The information follows:] 
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MLK Exhibit F-185A 


Synopsis of References to Det. Redditt in Mark Lane's Book 
"Code Name Zorro" 


Page 100 

Redditt describes a meeting, two years after King's 
death^between - himself and a FBI agent provacateur who had been 
planted in the Invaders. The agent was in disguise and 
cl'aimed at the time of the meeting to be working for the CIA. 


Page 124 

States that Rev. Kyles specifically requested Redditt be 
assigned to provide security for King when he returned to 
Memphis. Further, that Redditt was assigned to set up a 
police command post at the fire station. 


Page 125 - 

Redditt .was seen at the fire station and at the Masonic 
Temple on April 3, 1968 by black fireman, Floyd Newsum. 


Page 129-135 

Redditt was seen at the fire station prior to April 4, 1968 
by black fireman, N. E. Wallace. Book quotes Redditt as 
saying he was detailed to >cover King's security because he 
always did and thus was familiar with all of the personalities 
who would have an interest in King. Security arrangements 
are outlined and so are the events which made this coverage 
abnormal. Security, usually consisting of 10 officers 
was reduced to two, Redditt and Richmond. An hour and a 
half before King's death Redditt was called to headquarters 
where he met with Director Holloman. Holloman was in a 
meeting consisting of the heads of all of the law enforcement 
agencies in the area. Redditt was told there was a contract 
on his life. Redditt was ordered to take his family to the - 
Ri Vermont Holiday Inn. When he protested, he was allowed td ’ 
go home, but a police guard was sent with him. Nothing ever 
became of the contract and Redditt was sent back to work on 
the Sunday following the Thursday King was killed. 


Page 141-143 

Lane interviewed Holloman re: events surrounding Red- 
ditt 's removal from the fire station and the threat on his 
life. Lane raises questions about Holloman's answers. 
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Page 231 

McMillan does not mention Redditt in his book. 


.Page 234 * = ’“ - • " • 1 •' 

Lane writes that King's supporters asked for security, 
that they knew that Redditt was there, but were not notified 
when Redditt was removed. 


Page 256 

Lane writes that transfers of blacks (including Redditt) 
raised serious questions that the prosecution would have had 
a hard time responding to at a trial* / 

Page 257 ■ 

Lane comments on Harold Weisberg's reference to Redditt 
as police spy. 


Page 264 

Lane makes reference to the start of his interviews 
with Redditt. ~ k 


Page 266 

Lane asks why Redditt was pulled off his assignment. 
Suggests that answer may have gone up in smoke with Memphis 
D.I.D. files. 


Page 273-274 

Lane speaks of his first awareness of the "strange 
circumstances'' surrounding Redditt' s removal before King's 
death. He says the question was not even considered by the 
Justice Department until July of '76. 

Lane says Justice Department contemplated why Redditt 
was removed from post two hours before murder. 


36-411 0 


15 
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Page 275-279 

Question is asked as to vhy only Redditt and Richmond 
were assigned to King on April 4, *68,. 

Lane questions conclusions of Justice Department Task 
Force that examined FBI investigation of King^s death 'w 
especially as those conclusions related to Redditt * 


Page 283- 

Lane met with four members of the Justice Department *s 
Task Force and informed them of Redditt •‘s description of the 
Secret Service agent who was at the 4/4/6B meeting in Holloman’s 
office.. Lane raises other possible investigative paths that 
could be used to cherck" aspects of Redditt •‘s story. 

Mr. McKinney. My main question to you at this point, concern- 
ing this book Mr. Redditt is that in Mr. Lane’s book he implies that 
two Black firemen; Floyd Newsum and Norvell E. Wallace, were 
transferred because the fire department and the Memphis Police 
Department did not want two Blacks in that firehouse because 
their presence could, in some way, interfere with the assassination; 
that this was part of the plot. 

Who initially raised the question of those two firemen being in 
that firehouse? 

Mr. Redditt. From the executive session there were records 
showing through a memo that Richmond and I had written that we 
had raised the issue. 

Mr. McKinney. In other words, you raised the issue of their 
being there themselves. For what reason? 

Mr. Redditt. Sometimes in surveillance, in that surveillance, and 
I would assume because I don’t really know the total ramifications 
at this point, don’t recall the total ramifications, that there could 
be some interference. 

Mr. McKinney. Wasn’t it true that Newsum was very sympa- 
thetic to the sanitation strike and that you were greatly concerned 
about his going out into the community and reporting that there 
were Blacks spying on Dr. Martin Luther King? 

Mr. Redditt. I don’t understand the question. 

Mr. McKinney. But you did initially question their being in the 
firehouse or the wisdom of it while you were there looking through 
the peephole in the back? 

Mr. Redditt. As I said, I did not recall the incident until a memo 
was showed me at the executive session. 

Mr. McKinney. Right, but the memo shows that you did question 
it. 

Mr. Redditt. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McKinney. On page 130 of Mr. Lane’s book, he states that 
he asked you if you always provided security for Dr. King when- 
ever he came to Memphis, and you replied “Right.” 

Did you tell Mr. Lane that? 

Mr. Smothers. Mr. Congressman, will you refer the witness to 
the passage? 

Mr. McKinney. Does counsel have the line numbers? 
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It starts on the second paragraph, and I will read it briefly for 
the record. I asked if he had always provided security when King 
came to town. “Right,” he answered. 

Mr. Redditt. I think on this, Congressman, that “Right,” the 
question is, had I ever provided security, and we were in conversa- 
tion, and I had said yes before, in prior years. I wasn't talking 
about 1968. 

Mr. McKinney. In other words, it was not true then and it is not 
true now that you supplied security for Dr. Martin Luther King 
every time he came to Memphis. 

Mr. Redditt. True. 

Mr. McKinney. It is true that you did not? 

Mr. Redditt. Did not. 

Mr. McKinney. Detective Redditt, did you have a plan of action 
formed in your mind, if anything happened to Dr. King? 

Mr. Redditt. I guess sometimes it is very difficult to answer that 
in that I think any assignment that an officer is assigned to, 
whatever, he should have some plan for reporting incidents or 
activities that are occurring on how to deal with whatever may 
occur. I think this is always uppermost in a police officer’s mind. 
That is part of his training. 

Mr. McKinney. When you were removed from your post in order 
to go downtown to headquarters, did you at any time give your 
partner, patrolman Richmond, who remained at the post until Dr. 
King was shot, any instructions about a contingency plan or how to 
execute it in case anything happened to Dr. King? 

Mr. Redditt. I didn’t have time. When the lieutenant came and 
got me, I think it was all of a shock, we just got in the car and left. 

Mr. McKinney. Did you tell Mr. Lane that you had a plan? 

Mr. Redditt. I may have inferred that a plan could have been 
possible, and the plan would not — would have been to save Dr. 
King’s life. 

Mr. McKinney. I wanted to have you refer to page 135, the last 
two paragraphs. I will read these two paragraphs into the record: 

Since Richmond had a radio which could have provided immediate access to police 
mobile units in the area as well as to headquarters, it is difficult to understand why 
he does not use it. It became even more puzzling in light of the plan that Redditt 
had promulgated and shared with Richmond. That plan called for Redditt to cover 
South Main Street and for Richmond to use the radio to alert mobile units. 

One must concede that Richmond could not have done both. The mystery lies in 
trying to determine why he attempted neither. If the elaborate charade which 
included the removal of Redditt and the detailing of Newsum and Wallace was 
designed to strip away the security just before Dr. King was killed in order to 
facilitate the escape of the sniper, it was an ultimately successful plan. The murder- 
er fled unobserved and unimpeded. 

Detective Redditt, based on the testimony you have given this 
committee under oath, of your own personal knowledge of this 
situation, are those two last paragraphs a true assessment of the 
situation? 

Mr. Redditt. I would say, no, sir. 

Mr. McKinney. I am sorry? 

Mr. Redditt. I would say, no, sir, not incomplete, no, sir. 

Mr. McKinney. In other words, no, sir, they are not. 

Have you been approached or spoken to Mr. Mark Lane before 
appearing here today? 
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Mr. Redditt. Not other than when I was subpenaed by him or 
his colleague to court. 

Mr. McKinney. That is the only contact that he has tried to 
make with you? 

Mr. Redditt. That is true. 

Mr. McKinney. I have no more questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. Counsel for the committee, Mr. Johnson. 

Mr. Smothers. Mr. Chairman, I believe the witness has an addi- 
tional matter to add in response to the Congressman’s earlier 
question. 

Chairman Stokes. Certainly, he can be heard. 

Mr. Redditt. The second answer to that, Congressman, is that I 
was contacted when this book was written to come to Washington, 
D.C. to plug it, which I totally refused. 

Mr. McKinney. Thank you very much. 

Chairman Stokes. The Chair recognizes counsel for the commit- 
tee, Gene Johnson. 

Mr. Johnson. Mr. Redditt, I want to make a couple of things 
clear, if you would, that, one, Dr. King had been in Memphis on 
the 18th of March and he had been there on the 28th of March? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Johnson. You testified in executive session testimony that 
during those two prior trips that you did not provide security for 
Dr. King? 

Mr. Redditt. Correct. 

Mr. Johnson. So if it has been suggested, as it was in the book 
with the conversation allegedly had between you and Mr. Lane, 
that you had always provided security for Dr. King, and your 
answer, or at least Mr. Lane records your answer as being “Right,” 
that is totally erroneous; am I right about that? 

Mr. Redditt. That is right. 

Mr. Johnson. Not only is it erroneous, but my next question is, 
did you ever tell Mr. Lane that when Dr. King always came to 
Memphis, you always provided security for him? 

Mr. Redditt. No. 

Mr. Johnson. So if it appears in Mr. Lane’s book as it does, it is 
erroneous? 

Mr. Redditt. Right. 

Mr. Johnson. Now you remember there was a conversation 
when you appeared in your executive session testimony about your 
leaving the firehouse approximately 6:30 that evening, going to 
Clayborn Temple. 

Do you remember that conversation we had about your leaving, 
and that you had initially said in your testimony that one of the 
reasons that you left, you left because Dr. King’s party had left and 
that you had followed them to Clayborn Temple? 

Mr. Redditt. Right. 

Mr. Johnson. Do you remember the give and take 

Mr. Redditt. Right. 

Mr. Johnson [continuing]. With me about that? 

Mr. Redditt. Right. 

Mr. Johnson. Then there came a time when I asked you very 
clearly, I said, Mr. Redditt, would you explain for the committee, if 
you would, if you were in a security relationship with Dr. King, 
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and that you left, as your memo stated, and we discussed that at 
the executive session, at 6:30, and you were in a security role, then 
how could you explain that once you arrived at Clayborn Temple 
in a security relationship with Dr. King when he was, in fact, at 
the Lorraine Motel in the bed asleep. 

Mr. Redditt. Yes. 

Mr. Johnson. Do you remember the give and take we had about 
that? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes. 

Mr. Johnson. I ask you now, have I sufficiently refreshed your 
recollection where you remember that, so there was no way that 
you could have been in any security relationship with Dr. King on 
the evening of April 3, 1968? Am I correct about that? 

Mr. Redditt. That is correct. 

Mr. Johnson. Now there came a time, once you arrived at Clay- 
born Temple, and remember that was the evening of the mountain- 
top speech. Do you remember that once Dr. King arrived, did you 
get into any security relationship with him at that time? 

Mr. Redditt. No. 

Mr. Johnson. So for the night of April 3, 1968 I gather when the 
rally at Clayborn Temple had concluded, you went about your 
business, did you not? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Johnson. Your recollection then is that at no time after the 
rally was over you went anywhere with Dr. King. 

Mr. Redditt. Right. 

Mr. Johnson. So the night of April 3 you were not in any 
security relationship with Dr. King because Dr. King was wherever 
he was, and you were wherever you were, but in fact you all were 
not together; is that true? 

Mr. Redditt. That is true. 

Mr. Johnson. Now there came a time on the morning of April 4, 
1968, Dr. King is at the Lorraine Motel. You then, I gather, came 
to your security post at the firehouse; is that true? 

Mr. Redditt. That is correct. 

Mr. Johnson. At any time did you ever go over to the Lorraine 
Motel to see or to talk with Dr. King or any members of his party? 

Mr. Redditt. No. 

Mr. Johnson. Can you recollect whether or not there was ever a 
time, once you stationed yourself in the firehouse on Main Street, 
which is firehouse No. 2, that you ever left the firehouse until the 
time that you were informed by Lieutenant Arkin that they 
wanted to see you downtown? 

Mr. Redditt. That is correct. 

Mr. Johnson. Which means then that you were in the firehouse 
all day on April 4, and Dr. King was at least 180 feet away, 
assuming arguendo that he stayed in his room all day, which he 
did not, that you could not at any time provide any physical 
security for Dr. King. 

Mr. Redditt. That is correct. 

Mr. Johnson. It has become abundantly clear — correct me if I 
am wrong about it — on your previous day, which was April 3, when 
Inspector Smith informed you that the security had been with- 
drawn, that only for a brief time in that morning when you went 
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to the airport to travel from the airport to the motel did you play 
any security relationship with Dr. King, whatever, and once that 
security detail was withdrawn, you reverted back to surveillance in 
a position which you had been accused on more than one occasion 
of being a spy for the Memphis Police Department; am I correct 
about that? 

Mr. Redditt. Correct. 

Mr. Johnson. I don’t have any more questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. The committee will now operate under the 5- 
minute rule. 

Mr. Redditt, in light of your testimony here this morning with 
reference to April 4, wherein you stated that your position in the 
firehouse was for the purpose strictly of surveillance on Dr. King 
and had nothing to do with security or protection for him. Then 
your removal that afternoon, for whatever reason, would not have 
in any event changed the circumstances under which you were 
posted there, would it? 

Mr. Redditt. That is correct. 

Chairman Stokes. And your partner, whom you left at the post, 
and who remained there, was also there for the same purpose that 
you were there, that is surveillance of Dr. King? 

Mr. Redditt. Correct. 

Chairman Stokes. I have no further questions. 

The gentleman from North Carolina, Mr. Preyer. 

Mr. Preyer. I have only one area I wasn’t clear on. 

You indicated that the two Black firemen, Mr. Newsum and Mr. 
Wallace, were removed from the fire station at your request? 

Mr. Redditt. No, sir, I didn’t say that. 

Mr. Preyer. Who did direct that they leave the fire station? 

Mr. Redditt. I don’t know, sir. 

Mr. Preyer. Did I understand you to say something about they 
were interfering with the surveillance or were interfering in some 
way? 

Mr. Redditt. No, sir. In my statement I said I could not recall 
the actual— what took place that particular day on why it was in 
the report other than it could have been along that line. I could 
not remember the event really or why it was in the report. 

Mr. Preyer. So you don’t know why they were removed from the 
fire station. 

Mr. Redditt. No, sir. 

Mr. Preyer. I have no further questions on that at this time. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The gentleman from Ohio, Mr. Devine. 

Mr. Devine. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Redditt, at the time you were an officer in the Memphis 
Police Department, did you have any knowledge or any reason to 
believe that there was any conspiracy by any law enforcement 
agency, the Memphis Police Department or the FBI, to set up Dr. 
King? 

Mr. Redditt. No, sir, during the time I was a police officer, I did 
not, sir. 

Mr. Devine. And has any information come to your attention 
since that incident or since you have left the police department 
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that would lead you to believe that there was any type of a conspir- 
acy by any law enforcement agency to set up Dr. King? 

Mr. Redditt. Other than hearsay, sir. 

Mr. Devine. What type of hearsay, from what source? 

Mr. Redditt. Well, some newspapers have printed, there has 
been some conversation on it. There is a lot of implications, I mean 
a lot of statements made by the community that the Memphis 
Police Department was responsible, could have been responsible for 
what occurred. Everything pointed to the police department at the 
beginning of it. 

Mr. Devine. But as you say, it was hearsay. It was speculation. 
None of it was supported by evidence. 

Mr. Redditt. No facts. 

Mr. Devine. That is all, Mr. Chairman. Thank you. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The gentleman from the District of Columbia, Mr. Fauntroy. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Redditt, I want to refresh my memory specifically on testi- 
mony given by both you and Inspector Tines on the question of 
why Mr. Newsum may have been felt to be sympathetic to the 
strike, and, therefore, not cooperative in the surveillance effort. 
But in response to a question from Congressman Preyer, you stated 
that you had no idea why Mr. Newsum was the considered— would 
have been considered a problem in terms of your surveillance 
posting. 

Mr. Redditt. Other than what I said in the memo, whether the 
memo had something to do with it, I still don't know who removed 
him. 

Mr. Fauntroy. I wonder if you would state for us what your 
recollection of the memo is. 

Mr. Redditt. Word for word, the only thing I can think of was 
the interference, in that he had sympathies toward sanitation 
strike, that it may be an interference with his presence being 
there. That is the only thing I can recollect. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Do you recall at any time having a conversation 
with Inspector Tines where this question was discussed? 

Mr. Redditt. I don't remember. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Do you recall that the memo itself made refer- 
ence to a conversation with you? 

Mr. Redditt. The only thing I remember is the memo being 
shown to me at the executive session, and I don't really recall 
everything that was in that memo. 

Mr. Fauntroy. But it is your testimony to this committee at this 
time under oath that you do not recall yourself having the feeling 
that Mr. Newsum's presence at the surveillance post with you 
might be the source of intereference with that function. 

Mr. Redditt. No, sir. I answered the question that I didn't know 
who removed him from the post. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Do you have any idea why he was removed? 

Mr. Redditt. It could have been from the memo or it could not 
have been. The memo was about him. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Can you think of any other logical reason, other 
than the reason stated in the memo? 
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Mr. Redditt. I would be drawing a conclusion or opinion because 
there were two Black firemen. One was mentioned. Why both were 
removed, that is an opinion. 

Mr. Fauntroy. I wonder, Mr. Redditt, if you would just care to 
state in summary your response to the allegation that you, as a 
part of the assigned security for Dr. King, were stripped from that 
assignment and from the scene 2 hours prior to the assassination of 
Dr. King, and that in your role as a security person you had a plan 
to protect Dr. King in the event of any untoward event. 

Mr. Redditt. I don’t understand that. 

Mr. Fauntroy. You don’t understand? 

Mr. Redditt. I don’t understand the question, no, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. During our executive session, of course we went 
over this point many, many times. Counsel for the committee, Mr. 
Johnson, has revealed in the statement which he provided you 
from that executive session, reminded you that you had been char- 
acterized on national TV and in a number of public contexts as 
having the suspicion that you were stripped from the scene for the 
reason that you were conducting security on Dr. King, and had a 
plan to protect Dr. King, should any untoward event occur. I ask 
directly and in summary fashion of you a statement with respect to 
that characterization of you and your role at that time. 

Mr. Redditt. The role of where again as I expressed in the 
summary, I can think of no plan, protection from that standpoint. 
The only thing again, this is either cosmetic or whatever at the 
time, again as I stated, that everybody, every police officer should 
have some plan of action for whatever activities, and the only role 
that it could have played again was getting communications out to 
the units in the area, on the phone to the police department, to 
alerting them very quickly. Possibly again I made the statement 
that though it has not been substantiated by my partner, he was to 
remain at the window and I would go to the front, which still does 
not protect Dr. King. My going to the front of the building where 
the cars supposedly tact squads are of seeing some running, that 
again is a plan that you don’t know what you are going to carry 
out anyway. No one knows what they are going to do anyway until 
it happens, so that was again in conversation, and then not in 
communication of fact. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman, may I reserve the balance of my 5 
minutes until such time as I have had to check? 

Chairman Stokes. The gentleman reserves his time. 

The gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. Dodd. 

Mr. Dodd. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Redditt, to whom did you report? Who was your principal 
superior on April 4 to whom you were accountable? 

Mr. Redditt. I was accountable on the intelligence to Inspector 
Tines. 

Mr. Dodd. Did you at any time have any direct communication 
with Mr. Holloman? 

Mr. Redditt. Only when I was summoned to the headquarters in 
the conference room. 

Mr. Dodd. What sort of information did you gather at the time 
you were conducting surveillance? 
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Mr. Redditt. Basically again out-of-town license plates, persons 
that were familiar or unfamiliar, depending on their character. On 
one occasion we were told to look for No. 3 license plates, which is 
Hamilton County, Tenn. 

Mr. Dodd. I am sorry, I didn’t hear you. 

Mr. Redditt. We were told at one point to look for license plates 
No. 3, which is Hamilton County, Tenn. The reason was that they 
may have expected that those persons with those license plates 
may be a part of probably blowing up the sanitation strikes, I 
mean the barns or whatever, so that was again part of the role of 
looking for that. 

Mr. Dodd. Did you have any information, photographs, descrip- 
tions of people that might have been provided to you by the FBI? 

Mr. Redditt. No. 

Mr. Dodd. Did you prepare written reports on your surveillance 
activities? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes. 

Mr. Dodd. And those were submitted to Mr. Tines, did you say? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes; Tines. 

Mr. Dodd. Tines, directly to him. 

To your knowledge, was Mr. Holloman aware of your assignment 
in a surveillance capacity? 

Mr. Redditt. I have no way of knowing it, sir. I would think. 
Again this is an opinion, I don’t know. 

Mr. Dodd. You would assume he would know. 

Mr. Redditt. Right. 

Mr. Dodd. That would be normal operating procedure 

Mr. Redditt. Yes. 

Mr. Dodd [continuing]. As director of safety and fire, he would be 
aware 

Mr. Redditt. Right. 

Mr. Dodd [continuing]. Who was conducting surveillance. 

At the time you were removed from your surveillance position at 
the firehouse, did you have a conversation with Mr. Holloman? 

Mr. Redditt. When I was removed, I was carried to his confer- 
ence room, to his presence. 

Mr. Dodd. Can you describe that conversation? 

Mr. Redditt. Again only that he was stating that there had been 
a contract and that a person there had flown in to relate this 
message and that they had secured a place at the Holiday Inn for 
my family and myself. 

Mr. Dodd. Did he ask you, did Mr. Holloman ask you, about 
what sort of information you had collected in your surveillance 
capacity? 

Mr. Redditt. No. 

Mr. Dodd. Was there any discussion of the quality of your work? 

Mr. Redditt. No; none of that. 

Mr. Dodd. Were you aware at the time that Mr. Holloman was a 
former agent for the Federal Bureau of Investigation? 

Mr. Redditt. No; I knew that he had been an FBI agent former- 
ly, retired FBI agent. 

Mr. Dodd. You knew that in 1968? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes. 
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Mr. Dodd. Did you know or do you know what the COINTEL 
program is? 

Mr. Redditt. Who? 

Mr. Dodd. COINTELPRO; counterintelligence program? 

Mr. Redditt. I was not familiar with that. 

Mr. Dodd. You were not familiar with it at all? You weren’t 
familiar, for instance, with the fact that there was a story circulat- 
ed on March 29 of 1968 from the COINTELPRO that Dr. King was 
staying in a plush, white-owned hotel? Are you familiar with that 
story at all? 

Mr. Redditt. I am familiar with it, but I didn’t know what source 
it came from. 

Mr. Dodd. You don’t have any knowledge whatsoever of what the 
counterintelligence program is or was. 

I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. McKinney. 

Mr. McKinney. I reserve my time for a moment, Mr. Chairman, 
and yield back to the delegate from Washington, Mr. Fauntroy. 

Chairman Stokes. The gentleman reserves the balance of his 
time and yields to the gentleman from the District of Columbia, 
Mr. Fauntroy. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Redditt, I want to read several portions of 
testimony in our executive session with you, and to ascertain 
whether or not this remains the truth today. 

Counsel for the committee, Mr. Akers, said: 

Mr. Redditt, I would like to get one other thing clarified. Do you recall that on 
April 3, 1970, two black firemen were transferred from fire station No. 2 at South- 
main Building? 

You replied: 

Yes, I heard about it. 

Mr. Akers said: 

You heard about it? Did you ever state that you felt that in particular the 
removal of Fireman Newsum was connected to the conspiracy in that you felt that 
you and he were the two most likely persons around the fire station to be able to 
identify strange persons in the area and perhaps identify and apprehend an assail- 
ant or assassin? 

Your reply: 

Well, I related this from— well, this was hearsay. I probably related it to some- 
body else what I had heard. 

Mr. Akers. Well, do you recall stating that to me in our interview in December of 
1976? 

Mr. Redditt. It is possible. 

Mr. Akers. Well, you did say that to me. Mr. Redditt, Inspector Tines has testified 
before this committee and he has testified under oath to the fact that you called 
him up on April 3 and indicated to him, or somehow communicated to him that you 
had a concern about one of two Black firemen in the firestation No. 2 because you 
knew they were involved in militant activities and sympathetic to strikers, to the 
strikers, and involved in the strike activities, and you felt that they would be a 
problem with respect to yours and Richmond’s observation post. And pursuant to 
that communication, Inspector Tines then called someone in the Memphis Fire 
Department and stated the problem and thereafter, as we know, the firemen were 
transferred. Do you recall talking to Inspector Tines about this? 

Mr. Redditt. I remember writing it. Richmond and I discussed it, and on break 
Richmond said the guy was giving him a hard way to go, so we decided to write it 
up as such, that not Wise but Newsum had given us a hard way to go, and was 
going to give us a hard way to go and stay on his back. 
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Mr. Akers. So then it is a fact that you communicated at least in written material 
about their presence? 

Mr. Redditt. That is right. 

Mr. Akers. Then wouldn’t that be a fact, that that is the reason the black firemen 
were transferred in the first place? 

Mr. Redditt. It could be a possibility. Why both? I was talking about one. Well, it 
was an assumption. 

Mr. Redditt, is that pretty much still accurate, the responses that 
you gave to us in executive session? 

Mr. Redditt. That was after reading the memo. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Say that again. 

Mr. Redditt. That was— I read the memo on that particular 
thing when the answer was given. 

Mr. Fauntroy. And your statements there are statements which 
you would make today? 

Mr. Redditt. Correct. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to reserve my time and yield back to 
anyone who may wish to be yielded to. If not 

Chairman Stokes. The gentleman reserves the balance of his 
time, which is 1 minute, and the Chair now recognizes counsel to 
the committee, Mr. Johnson. 

Mr. Johnson. Mr. Chairman, with the committee’s permission, I 
would like to go over to the diagram and illustrate the situation. 

Chairman Stokes. You may proceed. 

Mr. Johnson. Mr. Redditt, can you see this diagram that is 
illustrated here and would I be correct in suggesting that this 
adequately depicts the crime scene on Main, Butler, Huling, and 
Mulberry Streets showing the fire station, the roominghouse and 
the Lorraine Motel? 

Mr. Redditt. That is correct. 

Mr. Johnson. Would I be correct then in the back of Fire Station 
No. 2, which is the locker room located here, would be the window 
that one would be able to look out and get an eastward view of the 
Lorraine Motel? Would I be correct about that? 

Mr. Redditt. Correct. 

Mr. Johnson. Dr. King was located in room 306, here. To get to 
the Lorraine Motel, and I am not sure whether you were aware of 
it or not but let me ask, were you aware of the fact that at this 
particular time the back door, which would lead out onto Mulberry 
Street, which would assume easy accessibility to the Lorraine 
Motel, did you know that at the time that your surveillance post 
was set up there, that that door was locked? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes. 

Mr. Johnson. All right. You didn’t have the key? 

Mr. Redditt. No. 

Mr. Johnson. All right, so if you were to leave the back of the 
fire station to get to the Lorraine Motel, assuming something had 
happened to Dr. King, your journey would then take you back into 
the center of the firehouse, take you north out of the side door 
which led to a parking area out here, take you east to this embank- 
ment which is approximately 9 feet high. You would then have to 
jump over the embankment, then run north on Mulberry street 
because there is an embankment here about 8 feet, enter the 
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courtyard, go up the circle of steps, go west — go east again and 
then to room 306. Would I be correct about that? 

Mr. Redditt. You would be correct. 

Mr. Johnson. All right. Now I direct your attention to page 131 
of Mark Lane’s book, and I am directing your specific attention to 
the third paragraph. 

Mr. Redditt. Which book is that, counsel? 

Mr. Johnson. That is Code Name “Zorro”, The Murder of Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Mark Lane and Dick Gregory, which has been 
marked as exhibit F-185. 

Now let me read to you, Mr. Redditt, from the third paragraph 
here. It says: 

According to Redditt 

I am quoting now, at least Mark Lane is quoting you, I 
gather * * * 

about half an hour, no more than 2 hours before Dr. King's assassination lieutenant 
Arkin, who was in intelligence, came down to the station. He said, Ed, they want to 
see you at headquarters. Redditt was reluctant to leave his post, to abandon the 
entire security operation to Richmond. Redditt had difficulty leaving, since his plan 
to cut off a potential escape from the scene, should there be an attempt on Dr. 
King’s life, was predicated upon a functioning team of at least two men. 

Now my question to you, Mr. Redditt, does Mr. Lane in his quote 
here adequately set out the situation of that afternoon? 

Mr. Redditt. No. No. 

Mr. Johnson. Then, as this appeared in Mr. Lane’s book, it is 
absolutely erroneous; am I correct about that? 

Mr. Redditt. Correct. 

Mr. Johnson. I have no further questions. 

One additional question. You have been asked earlier about a 
plan. You seem to have suggested “being a policeman maybe I had 
some ideas in mind about doing something to protect Dr. King,” 
but Mr. Redditt, did there ever come a time, on either the 4th or 
the 3d or any time before that you went to any of these buildings 
and checked them out to see whether or not there was anything 
that might give way to an assassin being in any of those buildings? 

Mr. Redditt. No. 

Mr. Johnson. Did you ever, knowing the parking area here and 
the bushes on the embankment that leads directly over to Mulber- 
ry Street, did you ever go through the parking lot and maybe 
either on the afternoon of the 3d or the morning or afternoon of 
the 4th, just kind of walk through there and look around to see if 
anybody was sitting over there? 

Mr. Redditt. No; the only thing was by the fire station. 

Mr. Johnson. So if there ever was a time that you had a plan, 
the formulation of which was merely in your mind, no more, no 
less? 

Mr. Redditt. Correct. 

Mr. Johnson. Because at no time, assuming that you had a plan, 
did you ever undertake any kind of surveillance or security or 
whatever to implement. Would I be right then in assuming that 
even if you had a plan, you weren’t sure yourself what the plan 
would be, assuming that something would happen to Dr. King? Am 
I correct about that? 

Mr. Redditt. Correct. 
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Mr. Johnson. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. The gentleman from the District of Columbia 
is recognized for 1 minute, the balance of his time. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr Chairman. 

Mr. Redditt, two quick questions. 

One, in response to Mr. Preyer’s question about a plan, did not 
Mr. Newsum in fact perform this service of surveillance, with 
respect to the actual event of Dr. King’s assassination, that you 
would have performed had you been at that window at that time? 

Mr. Redditt. I missed that. Did you say Mr. Newsum? 

Mr. Fauntroy. Yes. I mean Mr. Richmond, I am very sorry, 
please forgive me. Mr. Richmond. 

Mr. Redditt. Would you repeat the question again, Congress- 
man? 

Mr. Fauntroy. You indicated in response to a question here that 
you would have contacted security authorities around the city had 
you seen it from that window. Did Mr. Newsum do that— Mr. 
Richmond? 

Mr. Redditt. I am not aware of that, sir. I was not there. 

Mr. Fauntroy. You don’t know that he did that. 

Second, I have just this question which will require I think 
perhaps an extended answer by you. That is, you know the allega- 
tion of conspiracy that has come to be woven around your presence 
in Memphis and in the fire station during that week. That allega- 
tion is that you were stripped as security from the scene by a 
police chief who, prior to becoming police chief in Memphis, had 
been for 25 years employed by the FBI, some several years of that 
period very close to J. Edgar Hoover, and that the reason given for 
your stripping had to do with a threat on your life that the police 
chief felt merited his removing you from that post. 

I wonder if you would just, in light of what you now know, state 
to the committee how you think we should evaluate that allegation 
of conspiracy. 

Mr. Redditt. Quite a task. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Smothers. Congressman, I am not sure that the question is 
completely clear to the witness. Are you asking with respect to his 
own testimony or with respect to other matters that may have 
been considered by this committee of which he may be aware? 

Mr. Fauntroy. I am asking him to respond with respect to his 
own knowledge of his own role, and his understanding of the 
reasons for his removal. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. The 
Chair will permit the witness to answer the question if he can. 

Mr. Redditt. I think, again on the more information that I have 
received or know of or have been made aware of, as far as my 
involvement within the total assassination, I feel that my part or 
my function in the police department at that time would add — did 
not add anything, was not a part, would not have been a part of a 
scheme or a plan or a conspiracy. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think that answers 
the question, and just to be clear, you are stating that if there were 
a conspiracy, you do not believe that your removal was a part of it? 

Mr. Redditt. Correct. 
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Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. McKinney, has reserved 
the balance of his time. 

Mr. McKinney. Mr. Redditt, I just want to get one last point 
clear just once more as firmly as I can. 

In your questioning in our executive session, you and Mr. Akers, 
staff counsel, discussed an interview you had with the British 
Broadcasting Co. Counsel said, “Did you tell the representatives of 
the British Broadcasting Co. that you were assigned to security for 
Dr. King on April the 4th?” 

Your reply was, “I really wouldn't recall.” 

Counsel then said, “If you did, are you now prepared to retract 
such a statement?” 

You answered, “Yes.” 

Is that answer the same today? 

Mr. Redditt. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McKinney. No further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Do any other members seek recognition? Does counsel for the 
committee have any further questions, Mr. Johnson? 

Mr. Johnson. I have nothing further, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. Mr. Redditt, under the rules of our committee, 
at the conclusion of a witness' testimony, either the witness or his 
counsel may be recognized for 5 minutes for the purpose of in any 
way explaining or amplifying the witness' testimony. I would 
extend to either you or Mr. Smothers at this time 5 minutes for 
that purpose. 

Mr. Smothers. Mr. Chairman, first of all, let me thank the 
committee for the cooperation that we have received here in the 
scheduling of this appearance at a time convenient for both Mr. 
Redditt and counsel. 

Counsel's only observation for the committee would, I believe, 
center around the central question which has been raised by many 
members, and that is the nature of the activity to which Mr. 
Redditt was assigned on April 3 and 4. 

It is apparent I believe from both the previous testimony and the 
record here today that Mr. Redditt began originally assigned to an 
intelligence unit, was at the time of the arrival of Dr. King at the 
airport assigned to the task of providing security, and that for 
reasons that are clear on the record that that security, at least in 
terms of a direct and close-in security, was withdrawn. 

I think that beyond that point the question of the nature of this 
witness’ activity, whether it was to be classified strictly as security 
or surveillance, is a matter which the committee clearly under- 
stands it must resolve. Our only concern would be that in the 
interpretation of this witness' testimony that we understand here 
that we may in fact be dealing with terms of art. The problem is of 
course who defines those terms of art. 

We had, in attempting to develop for you today a clear dichot- 
omy between the security and surveillance activities, discussed the 
situation of other persons who are assigned to guard a presidential 
parade route, for example. The difference between an officer who is 
20 blocks away and watching the character and conduct of persons 



235 


in the area as distinguished from those who may be immediately 
around the person to be protected. 

I think it is clear from this record that the information provided 
to Mr. Redditt did not in fact put him in a position to make a clear 
distinction. I think it would be fair to say from this evidence that 
after the direction to withdraw from the immediate area of Dr. 
King, that some kind of watching, some kind of surveillance, did in 
fact continue until such time as he was withdrawn. 

We believe that the committee’s efforts will clearly demonstrate 
many reasons not apparent to Mr. Redditt for those determina- 
tions, which were made by superiors in the department. If the 
testimony today has, and we hope it has, helped the committee in 
looking at this dichotomy between security and surveillance, then 
it appears that Mr. Redditt has been helpful as a witness. Beyond 
that, we have simply attempted to aid the committee in providing 
that factual information which will complete the committee’s 
record. 

Chairman Stokes. Thank you, Mr. Smothers. 

Does the committee have anything further? If not, then thank 
you, Mr. Redditt, for appearing. Thank you, Mr. Smothers, for your 
appearance here. 

The witness is excused. 

Mr. Smothers. Thank you. 

Chairman Stokes. There being no further proceedings to come 
before the committee at this time in this morning’s session, the 
committee will now recess until 2 p.m., this afternoon. 

[Whereupon, at 11:50 a.m., the committee recessed, to reconvene 
at 2 p.m.] 

Afternoon Session 

Chairman Stokes. The committee will come to order. 

The Chair recognizes Professor Blakey. 

NARRATION BY PROFESSOR BLAKEY 

Mr. Blakey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Evidence heard by the committee in executive session indicates 
that the transfers of Firemen Newsum and Wallace may indeed 
have been recommended by Detective Redditt. His superior officer, 
Inspector Graydon P. Tines, testified before an executive session of 
the committee that Detective Redditt expressed concern over the 
presence of Mr. Newsum, a supporter of the striking sanitation 
workers. It was Detective Redditt’s opinion, according to Inspector 
Tines, that Mr. Newsum might compromise the security of his 
surveillance post. 

Inspector Tines further testified that he informed the fire depart- 
ment of Detective Redditt’s concern, and the fire department re- 
sponded by transferring both Mr. Newsum and Wallace, the only 
other Black firemen in the station. 

The committee also learned that on the morning of April 3, Dr. 
King was met at the airport by a four-man police security detail 
commanded by Inspector Don Smith. On arrival at the Lorraine, 
the detail was increased to seven officers. Nevertheless, the detail 
was disbanded that same afternoon, leaving Dr. King virtually 
unprotected. 
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The committee has further learned that police tact units, consist- 
ing of three cars and 12 officers, were assigned to the vicinity of 
the Lorraine and were on patrol on April 3 and April 4. The tact 
units, however, were withdrawn shortly before the assassination. 

To account for the removal of the security detail and the tact 
units and to comment on the other allegations of official complic- 
ity, the committee has called Mr. Frank Holloman. Mr. Holloman, 
as director of fire and safety in Memphis in April 1968, was the 
official with ultimate responsibility for the removal of Detective 
Redditt. In addition, he is the accountable official for all of the 
actions of the Memphis Police Department. 

A retired FBI agent, Mr. Holloman once served in the office of 
Director J. Edgar Hoover. He has served as Special Agent in 
Charge of FBI Field Offices in Jackson, Miss., Atlanta, and Cincin- 
nati. He left the FBI in 1946 to practice law in Laurel, Miss. 

Mr. Holloman rejoined the FBI in 1948 and subsequently served 
in Louisville, Los Angeles, and at FBI Headquarters in Washing- 
ton. In 1959 he was assigned to the Memphis field office, where he 
remained until his retirement from the FBI in 1964. 

Mr. Holloman was director of the development for Memphis 
State University from 1964 to 1966, and executive director of the 
Mid-South Medical Center Council for Comprehensive Health Plan- 
ning until January 1, 1968. 

Mr. Holloman served as director of fire and safety in the city of 
Memphis from 1968 through 1970. He is presently executive direc- 
tor of Future Memphis, Inc. 

It would be appropriate at this time, Mr. Chairman, to call Mr. 
Holloman. 

Chairman Stokes. The committee calls Mr. Holloman. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you will give before this 
committee is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mr. Holloman. I do. 

TESTIMONY OF MR. FRANK C. HOLLOMAN, FORMER DIRECTOR 
OF FIRE AND SAFETY, MEMPHIS, TENN. 

Chairman Stokes. Thank you. You may be seated. The Chair 
recognizes counsel for the committee, Mr. Mark Speiser. 

Mr. Speiser. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Holloman, I welcome you to Washington. 

You have had the opportunity to hear our chief counsel, Mr. 
Blakey, briefly allude to your career with the FBI. I would like to 
ask you some more penetrating questions about your career with 
the Bureau and begin with that area of questioning on this point. 

Would you state for the record what your professional occupation 
is. I am led to believe that you are a lawyer by training. Is that 
accurate? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. When did you first join the FBI? 

Mr. Holloman. June of 1937. 

Mr. Speiser. While with the Bureau, did you succeed to positions 
of a supervisory nature? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Speiser. Isn't it a fact that there came a time when you were 
appointed agent in charge of certain field offices of the FBI? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Can you recapitulate for the committee the dates 
that you were assigned to field offices and the offices themselves 
where you served as the SAC, that is, the special agent in charge? 

Mr. Holloman. This is from memory and I wil] be inaccurate as 
far as specific dates are concerned. But I was agent in charge in 
Jackson, Miss., in 1943. I was there for a very short time, several 
months. Then I was transferred to Atlanta, Ga., and was there in 
1943, 1944, and then I was transferred to Cincinnati probably in 
1945, and I resigned from the FBI in 1946 while I was agent in 
charge at the Cincinnati office. After that, when I went back to the 
FBI, I was agent in charge of the Memphis office for a few months. 
I went there in August of 1959 and was agent in charge until 
March, or the spring of 1960. 

Mr. Speiser. What are the general functions of a SAC of an FBI 
field office? 

Mr. Holloman. He is the individual who is in charge of the 
office and has general overall administrative supervision of the 
office, its operations, and those who are assigned to it. 

Mr. Speiser. Who within the Bureau were you directly reporta- 
ble to? Was it Mr. Hoover? At least while you were serving in the 
FBI. 

Mr. Holloman. I would say yes. Yes. 

Mr. Speiser. Did there come a time when you in fact became 
very close professionally with Mr. Hoover during your career with 
the FBI? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Can you elaborate on that, please? 

Mr. Holloman. I was inspector in charge of his office here in 
Washington going back now from 1959 — I believe from about 1952 
until August of 1959. 

Mr. Speiser. For a period of 7 years you were inspector in charge 
of Mr. Hoover's office. What are the duties and responsibilities 
incumbent with that position? 

Mr. Holloman. I supervised the clerical employees in the office. 
I was the only agent in the office and I was the general supervisor 
of the office itself, and I also reviewed the memoranda, documents 
that went into his office, except correspondence which went direct- 
ly to his secretary, his executive secretary, and I generally was in 
charge of people seeing Mr. Hoover; making appointments, and 
advising him as to who he was to see or who wished to see him. 

Mr. Speiser. This lasted for a period of approximately 7 years? 

Mr. Holloman. Seven years, yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. How were you selected for that position? 

Mr. Holloman. He selected me. It was just a selection on his 
part. 

Mr. Speiser. Prior to being selected to that position, you had 
served as agent in charge of several field offices? 

Mr. Holloman. Before that, I was in Washington in a supervi- 
sory position in what was then called the crime records section or 
division of the FBI. 
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Mr. Speiser. Would you characterize your position as a fairly 
influential position within the Bureau, that is, as an inspector in 
charge? 

Mr. Holloman. Not from the standpoint of policy. In other 
words, I had no policy responsibility, to speak of. I was more as an 
aide, you might say, to the Director as far as supervising his office 
was concerned. But those who made the policy and who were 
responsible for the policy were the associate director at that time 
and the assistant directors. 

Mr. Speiser. As you previously stated, you had the opportunity 
to review reports that were furnished to the Director for his recom- 
mendation or decision. I imagine then that on occasions Mr. 
Hoover solicited your opinions and sought your input on decisions 
that had to be made on the reports that you were bringing to his 
attention? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. That is inaccurate? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. You never made any contribution concerning policy 
matters to Mr. Hoover? 

Mr. Holloman. Very little. Very infrequently, if hardly at all. In 
other words, I was a transmission belt, and I had nothing to do 
really with policymaking in the FBI. 

Mr. Speiser. What function would be served by your merely 
reading material prior to being read by the Director if in fact your 
views or opinions were not solicited? Why would you be there to 
read the mail prior to its going to Mr. Hoover? 

Mr. Holloman. My purpose was to see that his instructions were 
carried out and that memoranda or documents that were sent into 
him were properly prepared, knowing what his policy was as to 
what he desired in a memorandum, and then if there was some 
question there as to whether or not that was complete or not 
complete, then I would go back to the assistant director and have it 
corrected before I would send it into the Director. 

Mr. Speiser. In other words, to a substantial degree you played a 
fairly important role in the implementation of policy that was 
effectuated by Mr. Hoover? 

Mr. Holloman. Implementation, no, sir. I would say that we had 
a system at that time, what we called the— I forgot what we called 
the system, but there were certain memoranda that would come 
into him in which he would issue instructions in writing on those 
memoranda, and it was my responsibility to see that those instruc- 
tions were answered by the individual to whom those instructions 
were issued. 

Mr. Speiser. You precisely responded in the fashion that I had 
hoped you would. That is, from what you have just said, I would 
characterize your function as one of an implementer of policy. 

Mr. Holloman. I wouldn’t characterize my position as that im- 
portant. I was more the transmission going in and out. 

Mr. Speiser. Didn’t you just state that whatever decisions ema- 
nated from Mr. Hoover’s office, it was your responsibility to see 
that they were answered? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Speiser. Was your relationship with Mr. Hoover social in 
addition to professional? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. So you had no personal contact with Mr. Hoover 
outside of the office? 

Mr. Holloman. Very little. 

Mr. Speiser. While you were with Mr. Hoover in his office as 
inspector in charge, did you have the opportunity to discuss with 
him Dr. Martin Luther King or the movement that he was leading? 

Mr. Holloman. It is my recollection that Mr. Hoover never 
mentioned Dr. Martin Luther King to me at any time or discussed 
him with me at any time while I was in Washington. 

Mr. Speiser. Is it your recollection, then, that at least during the 
period 1952 through 1959, a 7-year span, that Mr. Hoover was not 
focusing upon Dr. Martin Luther King either as a subject of possi- 
ble concern to the Bureau or the movement that he was affiliated 
with? 

Mr. Solloman. Not to my knowledge. Now, let me explain one 
thing. When you said did he discuss it with me, Mr. Hoover dis- 
cussed very little if anything with me. If I went into his office, it 
was to deliver something to him, and he didn’t call me in and ask 
my opinion on matters or discuss matters that were happening in 
the FBI at that time. 

Mr. Speiser. Let me approach my point from a different angle. I 
believe you previously testified one of your functions was to review 
much of the incoming correspondence that was directed toward Mr. 
Hoover. 

Mr. Holloman. Yes. 

Mr. Speiser. Do you recall during that period that you were 
inspector in charge reading any correspondence that was concerned 
with programs of the FBI directed toward Dr. Martin Luther King 
or the civil rights movement with which he was affiliated? 

Mr. Holloman. Not that I can recall there was any interest as 
long as I was there up until August of 1959. 

Mr. Speiser. So if I may summarize your testimony, you have no 
recollection of ever discussing with Mr. Hoover the Bureau’s atti- 
tude toward Dr. King, or reviewing any correspondence generated 
within the Bureau focusing upon Dr. King? 

Mr. Holloman. To the best of my knowledge, I would say that is 
correct. 

Mr. Speiser. Following the cessation of your tour of duty as an 
inspector in charge, you returned to the field; is that correct? 

Mr. Holloman. I beg your pardon? 

Mr. Speiser. Following the termination of your position as in- 
spector in charge did you return to a field office? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes; I was agent in charge of the Memphis 
office. 

Mr. Speiser. Did you have any discussion with Mr. Hoover con- 
cerning Dr. King while you were the agent in charge of the Mem- 
phis office? 

Mr. Holloman. Not to my recollection, no, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. What type of activities did you specialize in while 
you were a member of the FBI? As I understand it, certain agents 
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are assigned to bank robbery squads, to espionage. What type of 
work were you primarily concerned with? 

Mr. Holloman. General criminal work almost exclusively. At no 
time can I recall was I working on internal security matters, as we 
referred to them. I would investigate bank robberies and criminal 
cases almost exclusively while I was in the FBI. 

Mr. Speiser. You performed a fair amount of intelligence-type 
work then; is that correct? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. You did no intelligence-type work while you were 
with the bureau? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir, not that I can recall. In other words, I 
was doing criminal investigations, like a bank robbery. I handled 
several of the bank robbery investigations that occurred in Mem- 
phis at that time, and that had no connection with intelligence. 

Mr. Speiser. So at no time while you were with the FBI were you 
involved in any surveillance-type activities or information-gather- 
ing activities for the Bureau indices; is that your testimony? 

Mr. Holloman. Not to my recollection, in the vein in which you 
ask me the question. I may have had a criminal informant during 
my tenure, but that was strictly a criminal investigation-type in- 
formant who would give me information regarding criminal activi- 
ties. I probably did have, all of us I would say generally had, 
informants in the Bureau. 

Mr. Speiser. Let me ask you this question: If to the best of your 
recollection you were not personally involved in intelligence-type 
work, did you ever through your position as agent in charge of 
several field offices become knowledgeable about the activities of 
the FBI in the intelligence-gathering field? 

Mr. Holloman. Oh, yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Following your departure from the Bureau, as Mr. 
Blakey indicated in his narration, you held several positions until, 
I understand it, January 1 of 1968. At that time you were appoint- 
ed director of Memphis police. At that time you succeeded to the 
position of director of police and fire safety of the city of Memphis; 
is that correct? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, I did. The title was director of fire and 
police. 

Mr. Speiser. Was that an appointed position or elected position? 

Mr. Holloman. It was an appointed position. 

Mr. Speiser. How were you appointed, and by whom? 

Mr. Holloman. The mayor at that time, the newly elected 
mayor appointed me to the position. 

On January 1 of 1968, to give you some view of what was hap- 
pening, a new form of government came into effect in Memphis. 
Before that they had a commissioner form of government. Then we 
had a council and mayor form of government. Mayor Henry Loeb 
was elected the first mayor. I did not know him personally or well. 
In other words, he was not someone that I was on a very close 
relationship with, and I was advised as to whether or not I would 
consider the appointment to this position of director of fire and 
police. My first answer was no. I was then approached the second 
and third time, and on the third occasion there were several promi- 
nent businessmen in Memphis who urged me to take the position 
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as they thought it was a public duty that I should accept. And I did 
accept it, on the condition that the mayor would not interfere with 
the operations of the police department or the fire department, and 
that relationship was agreed to and was complied with. 

Mr. Speiser. Apparently Mayor Loeb was fairly determined to 
have you fill that position of director if he made at least three 
efforts directly and indirectly to have you assume that position? 

Mr. Holloman. That’s my impression; yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Is Mayor Loeb still alive or is he deceased? 

Mr. Holloman. No, he is alive, and he lives in Forrest City, Ark. 

Mr. Speiser. What were his attitudes toward Blacks? 

Mr. Holloman. It’s hard for me to tell you what his attitudes 
were toward the Blacks. Now, I will say this, that when I was 
appointed director I was either the second or third director that 
was appointed, and I began to meet with him before January 1 
regarding what his plans were, and so forth, and at that time I 
learned from him that he did not plan to appoint a Black as a 
director. And I insisted that he definitely should do so. And as a 
result of that he did appoint a Black as one of his directors. Now 
for me to tell you what his attitude toward the Blacks was would 
be very difficult for me to say. He never indicated to me any, let’s 
say, racist attitudes toward the Blacks. Obviously I will say this, 
that his reputation in the community was that he had somewhat 
racist attitudes. But I cannot tell you what his attitudes were 
because I really don’t know, and he didn’t give me any information 
on which I can base a true answer to your question. 

Mr. Speiser. I believe when we met yesterday for the first time, 
you indicated to me, that it was your opinion that Mr. Loeb was a 
racist. Did I misunderstand you? Were you conveying to me what 
you understood to be the community’s understanding and percep- 
tion of Mr. Loeb? 

Mr. Holloman. The latter, the perception of the Black communi- 
ty in Memphis. He was not liked by the Black community in 
Memphis. 

Mr. Speiser. But you, yourself, having had 25 years of law en- 
forcement with the FBI and being trained to be a person to evalu- 
ate people, were unable to draw a conclusion then, and even now, 
as to Mayor Loeb’s attitudes toward Blacks? 

Mr. Holloman. In my opinion I don’t think he was a racist. 

Mr. Speiser. Yet his reputation was such within the community? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes. 

Mr. Speiser. What were your duties as director of police and fire 
safety? 

Mr. Holloman. I had general supervision and responsibility for 
the fire department and the police department. 

Mr. Speiser. Who was the chief of police at that time? 

Mr. Holloman. Mr. J C. Macdonald. 

Mr. Speiser. And of the fire department? 

Mr. Holloman. Mr. Eddie Hamilton. 

Mr. Speiser. Between the period of January 1, 1968, when you 
were appointed to that position by Mayor Loeb, and April 4, 1968, 
when Dr. King was assassinated, would you characterize yourself 
as a mere figurehead occupying the position of director of police 
and fire safety, or were you involved in the formulation and imple- 
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mentation of policy and the actual operational phase of the police 
department? 

Mr. Holloman. I was not involved directly in the everyday oper- 
ational procedures of the department at that time, and I will 
explain it in this way: I took office on January 1. At that time we 
were faced with several, $3 or $4 million deficits, in the city gov- 
ernment, and by law we could not on July 1 have a deficit. So, 
from January 1 until February 15, about when the sanitation 
strike — I was involved deeply in fiscal matters. In other words, we 
were trying to see how we were going to cut back in operating 
expenses, and so forth, in order to come up to a July 1 deadline 
with no deficit. 

Then, of course, after the sanitation strike I was involved with 
the problems of a strike with two demonstrations a day. But I did 
not walk into the fire department and the police department as 
director and say from now on I am taking over. As a matter of fact, 
to illustrate as far as the police department is concerned — and I 
am not in this way trying to say I was not responsible; I was 
director of fire and police and I was responsible, but Hamilton was 
one of the finest fire chiefs this country has ever had and he ran 
the fire department. 

I was also permitting Chief Macdonald to run the police depart- 
ment. When there would be meetings as to what was happening 
during the sanitation strike as far as demonstrations and what not 
were concerned, I would go from my office over to his office instead 
of them coming to my office to report to me; I would go to his 
office, where the field commanders were reporting to him, in order 
to observe and to hear what was going on in the field. So I am not 
trying to in any way dodge my responsibility. I accept that. But I 
will say that in all fairness, the day-to-day operations of both the 
fire department and the police department at that time were han- 
dled by the chiefs of those respective departments. 

Mr. Speiser. I imagine that Mr. Loeb hired you for one of two 
reasons, either because you shared the same political beliefs that 
he possessed or, alternatively, because of your past experience, 
which was quite substantial, 25 years with the FBI, the most 
reputable law enforcement agency in the eyes of many people; 
either one of those two reasons were the foundation for your selec- 
tion as opposed to any fiscal know-how that you might possess? 

Mr. Holloman. I would assume that; yes. 

Mr. Speiser. Can you delineate, then, focusing upon the police 
department, what your responsibilities were vis-a-vis Mr. Macdon- 
ald, the chief of police? Between January 1, 1968, and the date of 
the assassination. 

Mr. Holloman. Right. I do delineate between the two because I 
think he was in charge of the everyday operational procedures in 
the department. I am not saying that J was not involved in any 
policy matters that might have come up at that time. And later on 
after that when the new chief of police came in, I will tell you that 
I was very active in the operations and the whole administration of 
the police department. 

Mr. Speiser. Were you involved in decisions concerning the 
transfer of personnel from one fire station to another or one police 
station to another? 
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Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. That did not fall within your province? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. That was within the discretion of someone below 
you? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. What was the nature of the relationship between 
the Memphis Police Department while you served as director and 
the Memphis office of the FBI? 

Mr. Holloman. Very cordial, cooperative relationship. 

Mr. Speiser. Would you say it was rather unique in the sense 
that here was an individual, namely yourself, who headed up both 
the FBI office and the police department? That in and of itself I 
would imagine would contribute to a harmonious relationship to 
the two? 

Mr. Holloman. It was unique but not for the reasons you gave. 
This relationship had existed for many years, and it did not change 
when I came there. In other words, it had been a very close, 
cooperative operation between the two departments. It continued 
after I came there, but it was not because it was me who was 
added. This situation existed. This was something that had existed 
for years and it was well known. 

Mr. Speiser. You say it was a well-known fact that the Memphis 
FBI and the Memphis Police Department worked well together? 

Mr. Holloman. Worked what? 

Mr. Speiser. Worked well together. 

Mr. Holloman. Right. 

Mr. Speiser. Probably more so than in the other areas where you 
served as either an FBI special agent or as agent in charge of the 
office? 

Mr. Holloman. I would say so; yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Was there a two-way street in terms of the flow of 
information? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes. 

Mr. Speiser. Intelligence information? 

Mr. Holloman. As far as I can recall, there was. 

Mr. Speiser. Was it the normal practice of the Memphis Police 
Department to furnish the FBI office in Memphis with intelligence 
information that it felt fell within the province of the FBI, and 
likewise for the FBI office in Memphis to furnish the police depart- 
ment in Memphis with information that it felt fell within its 
jurisdiction? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Were there agents still working in the Memphis 
FBI office who were there while you were director of the Memphis 
Police Department, and before that SAC of the Memphis FBI 
office? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. In other words, there were agents that worked 
under you while you were SAC who were still there while you were 
with the Memphis Police Department? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Were there a number of them? 
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Mr. Holloman. When you ask me a question, I was trying to in 
my own mind, trying to remember their names and how many it 
was. I would say it would have been somewhere between 5 and 10, 
but I couldn’t be more specific. 

Mr. Speiser. Was Mr. Jensen there? 

Mr. Holloman. No; he was the agent in charge who came in — he 
was not an agent. Mr. Jensen was not an agent while I was agent 
in charge. 

Mr. Speiser. Did you work well with Mr. Jensen? 

Mr. Holloman. Oh, yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. When you succeeded to the position of director of 
the Memphis Police Department, did you pay particular attention 
and express more than casual interest in the intelligence area of 
the Memphis Police Department? 

Mr. Holloman. At what time? 

Mr. Speiser. When you first came on. 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. I believe when you first joined the Memphis Police 
Department they didn’t even have an intelligence division, that it 
was really in an embryonic stage, and because of your past experi- 
ence with the most well-known and largest source of intelligence- 
type information, that you took a special interest in trying to 
develop the intelligence division of the Memphis Police Depart- 
ment. Is that accurate or inaccurate? 

Mr. Holloman. I would say it is accurate as to a point. I cannot 
pinpoint as to when I first arrived there. I would say that yes, I 
was interested, and particularly during those times, I was interest- 
ed in intelligence and later on I was very much involved in and did 
push for a good, efficient intelligence bureau. 

Mr. Speiser. Are you familiar with the counterintelligence pro- 
gram of the FBI that is commonly alluded to by the acronym 
COINTELPRO? 

Mr. Holloman. No; except that there is a faint recollection that 
I have of a program of that type. That name means absolutely 
nothing to me. If it was called that, I do not recall it being that 
name in the FBI, but as far as the Communist Party was con- 
cerned, I have a faint recollection that there were some types of 
tactics similar to these that were probably followed. I don’t recall 
anything of this kind going outside of possibly the Communist 
Party sphere or area. 

Mr. Speiser. Up until the date April 4, 1968, is it your testimony 
that you, Frank Holloman, were unaware of any program initiated 
by the FBI targeting Dr. King, the main purpose of which was to 
discredit Dr. King among his peers? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. It is your testimony you are unfamiliar with that? 

Mr. Holloman. I am unfamiliar with that. 

Mr. Speiser. At any time prior to Dr. King’s arrival in Memphis 
on April 3, 1968, did you partake in any way, shape, fashion, or 
form, in the selection of the hotel that Dr. King would stay in? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. There have been suggestions that perhaps you were 
cognizant of an effort by the FBI to direct Dr. King toward hotels 
which were white-owned and plush motels, the purpose of which 
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would be to discredit Dr. King in the eyes of his black followers, 
and that you, as director of the police and fire safety in Memphis, 
knowingly assisted the FBI in implementing their program 

Mr. Holloman. That is untrue. As a matter of fact, when he was 
there on a previous occasion, when he stayed at the Peabody Hotel 
I didn’t even recall him being at the Peabody Hotel until I read 
some of the reports at that time. 

Mr. Speiser. You made no effort to direct Dr. King toward the 
Rivermont Hotel in Memphis? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir; absolutely not. 

Mr. Speiser. During the period that you were director of police 
and fire safety in Memphis from January 1, 1968, until Dr. King’s 
April 3d visit to your city, did the police department under your 
direction furnish anybody with any security protection? 

Mr. Holloman. Not that I recall, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Dr. King was the first person while you served as 
director for whom your department offered and in fact implement- 
ed security precautions for? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir; that is correct. 

Mr. Speiser. From your experience with the FBI, you were 
aware, then, that the FBI normally does not engage in the service 
of providing protection for individuals who may be the targets of 
threats; is that accurate? 

Mr. Holloman. The FBI? 

Mr. Speiser. The FBI. They normally do not involve themselves 
in furnishing protection? 

Mr. Holloman. Correct. I never knew for them to do so. 

Mr. Speiser. So that is a primary mission of a local police depart- 
ment, if in fact such protection is to be afforded? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Prior to Dr. King’s April 3, 1968 visit to Memphis, 
did you personally become aware that there were threats that were 
directed toward Dr. King that might materialize if he arrived in 
Memphis? 

Mr. Holloman. I don’t recall them myself at this time nor since 
this investigation has been going on. I have read reports which 
have alluded to the fact that there were certain threats, and I 
probably did know about them at the time. 

Mr. Speiser. At this time, Mr. Chairman, I would request that 
MLK exhibit F-186 be marked into evidence and a copy be pro- 
vided the witness. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into 
evidence at this point. 

[Whereupon, MLK exhibit F-186 was marked for evidence.] 

[The exhibit follows:] 
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CIVIL DISC RDERS 

MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE 
(February 12, through April lb, 1968) 

A Report submitted to Mr. Frank Holloman, Director 
of Fire and Police, 


by 


LLE.a.Arkin , oj the Intelligence Section oj the InsiedtionoL 
Ihtrecu of the Memphis Police Department. 




247 


March 20, 1968 (continued) 

On 3/20/68 two instances of Strike oriented vandalism were reported, 
and threats were made to bum down both Longview, and Merrill School on Fri- 
da d, March 22, 1968, the date of the proposed Massive March to be led by Martin 
Luther King Jr. And an obscene telephone call was received by the wife of white 
Councilman, J erred Blanchard 

On 3/20/68 Black Power Groups were ranging around the sckools in 
South Memphis intimidating teachers and students, threatening them against 
holding classes on 3/22/68. The rumor was abroad as well, that militant negro 
Minister, Rev. Ezekiel Bell had made arrangements for Stokeley Carmichael to 
come to Memphis and speak at his church. 

On 3/20/68 Local Black Power militant leader /John B. Stnithalong with? 
other Black Power advocates went to the principal of Douglas High School, ana 
demanded that he be allowed to speak to the students in the auditorium of the school. 
He was however told to leave. V j } ^ 

intelligence sources revealedihat the organization of students for the 
planned march on March 22, 1968 was in the hands oftHe Rev. Harold Middlebrook, 

S. C. L. C. , and C . 0. M. E. member, and the organization of adult gyo ups and par- 
ticipation in the march was in the hands of local militant Black Power leader. Rev. 
James Morris Laason Jr. , pastor of Centenary Methodist Church. And further that 
Gerald F anion, another Negro leader urns organizing a large rally to be held on 
the parking lot at Club Paradise on the night of 3/21/68, and t& ich was to be br<sd- 
cast over WLOK. Furthermore on 3/20/68, James Bevel, on the Staff of Martin 
Luther King, SCLC leader with leftist leanings, made an incendiary anti-war speech 
to the students at LeMoyne College referring to President Johnson as' ’another Hit- 
ler, and denouncing the Viet Nam. war, stating colored soldiers should be fighimg 
for their own rights here. Bevel had been brought to LeMoyne college by a Negro 
drama Department instructor named Lee, and was notably friendly with Charles ■ 
Cabbage, local Black Power activist , and his group known as the Invaders iho wefe 
observed in the audience/ * 

Police assignments remained constant 3/20/68 and involved the escort- 
ing of garbage trucks throughout the City, and the patrolling of marches and demon- 
strations, as well as the regular neighborhood patrols. 

March 21. 1968 

On 3/21/68 City Council members voted against Negro Councilman 
J. O. Patterson 's proposal allowing a dues checkoff for the AFSCME Union , and 
passed instead a resolution calling for mediation sessions with both sides sitting 
down with Frank B. Miles, a former Federal mediator. 

On 3/21/68 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. , was in Greenwood, Mississippi, 
organizing his Poor People's Campaign. , using a tenant farm er 's shantyas the 
symbol of the campaigkn. In Memphis kowever, Don Stevens of WBBQ Radio Sta- 
tion received a telephoned threat on the Life of Martin Luther King Jr. wherein 
a man with what was described as having an Italian accent advised Mr. Stevens 


-in - 
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. March 21, 1968 (continued) 

that if Martin Luther King returned to Memphis he would be shot , 3/22/68. 

An attempt was made with Southern Bell, Telephone ard Telegraph Co, to check 
out this call, but it was discovered that it was made from a pay telephone booth, 
and nothing further could be developed about the caller. 

Tension was generally high in the city on 3/21/68 and Black Poier activ- 
ist groups were going around to the schools in the City, threatening the children ■, 
and teachers and threatentrg to strip their cars and damage the schools if anyone 
showed up for classes on 3/22/68. Such threats were reported from Wisconsin St. 
School, Gordon School, Bumes and Northside High Schools. 

A large number of placards were delivered to Claybom Temple, Head- 
quarters of the Labor Union-Ministerial Alliance coalition during the strike by the 
C. A. Davis printing Co. Some of them were for local nierchants and read: "Closed 
Today— We are on March." j ^ 

Memphis Rous ing MBority employees were receiving telephone threats 
allegedly from Cornelia Crenshaw, who had been active in the Strike, and a former 
Mayor Ingram supporter and Memphis Housing Authority employee. 

There was as well a rumor, of a threatened walkout by Negro employees 
at Baptist Hospital. And at a meeting sponsored by the Union and the Minister's 
Alliance at the Mt. Olive, C. M.F .—Church, there was talk of firebombs aid burning. 

A private business was threatened in the downtown area, as well as Hamilton High 
school., and a bus service in North Memphis i At these meetings, mimeographed 
and Zeroxed copies of H.Rap Brown's letter was from prison in Louisiana was being 
circulated by the Negro Activists , and the Ministers were distributing the C. O.M.E 
( Community on the Move for Eqtality) letter enlisting the support of Mempkis Sckoo 
teachers in supporiiiig tke marclrtobe led by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. , planned 
for 3/22/68. TJizs date as well, a carbine is reported to lave been purchased by a 
Negro, associated with the activists. 

U !' 

On the evening of 3/21/68 Martin Luther King Jr. returned to Memphis, 
and held a strategy-meeting at the Lorraine Motel, with reference to the proposed 
March to be held 3/22/68. And rumors were abroad that H.Rap Brown would come, 
to Memphis to participate in the march, though it was known that he was in jail in 
Louisiana at this time. 

March 22,1968. 

On March 22, 1968 Memphis was visited with the heaviest snow fall since 
1892, and the Press Scimitar of that date carries a story voider the caption, "King 
March cancelled by Snow. " and on its editorial page carried tfs editorial , "Give 
Mediation Full Chance . ' 

Furthermore on the night of 3/22/68 suspicious Male Negroes in auto- 
mobiles were observed in the vicinity of Mayor Loeb's home. Shots were fired 
into homes in two instances, resulting from stifiike agitated teision. , and there 
were three reported instancesof strike oriented vandalism. 
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March 31,1968 ( continued) 

By the evening of Sunday March 31, 1968 there were only 1000 
National Guardsmen remaining hi the City. 

And on the evening of 3/31/68 Rev. James Bevel, Rev.Hosea 
Williams, Rev. James Jacks, and Rev. James Orange all of Martin Luther King's 
staff arrived in Memphis ostensibly to plan for the massive march which Martin? 
Luther King was to lead between April 3 and 5, 1968 in Memphis. 

The Commercial Appeal of 3/31/68 carried the store of George r 
Bryan, staff writer, under the caption: 119 RIOT CASES FILL TWO COURTS l„ 

He reported that on Saturday March 30, 1963 in City Courts there were 119 riot 
cases. He reported that 13 persons were held to the Stat'd; 66 cases were coniine 
ued, 6 persons were released after paying City Fines;, and 34 persons toere dis- 
missed. 

Another story in the Commercial Appeal of 3/31/68 teas carried 
wider the caption: NEW MEDIATION EFFORT^ SUGGESTED BY 3 TOP CLERGYMEN 
This story stated tliat new efforts toward mediation of the Sanitation Strike werer' be- 
ing suggested by Roman Catholic Bishop of Tennessee, Joseph Durick ; Episcopal 
Bishop of Tennessee, John Vender Horst; and Methodist Bishop of Tennessee; Ellis 
Finger. \\ // 

April 1.1968. 

On April 1 , 1968 Mayor Loeb ordered the curfew lifted at 12 Mid- 
night, and a City spokesman stated Ike City was studying a series of steps to be* 
taken, in the face of a prom ised second march by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Several 
of King's aides were. in toimi plarming the March. 

; Z Strike oriented reports of vandalism, harassment etc continued to 
increase over Duse reported for the previous night. 

\ \At 2PM 4/1/68, Agent Johnson of the local FBI Officer reported* 
that Helen Peridns^-of the American Airlines office stated she had received a tele- 
phone call from a^hdddle aged Male Wkiie( or sons one who sounded like one } who 
stated: ” Your airlines brought King to Memphis, and tther. he comes again a bomb- 
will go off and he will be assassinated. " 

' ? 

There were more threats reported against the life of Mayor Loeb 
from members of Negro Juvenile gangs. 

Intelligence information was that Dr. Martin Lutjer King's Lieuten 
ants tvere being called to Memphis from all over the country. 

At l;3GPM there tvere 1200 National Guardsmen left in the City^axuL 
by nightfall, not more than 400 were expected to be left in the City. 

The March which started at 3;40PM April l, 106 8 involved b etwee. 
400 and 600 demonstrators. 
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Ap ril 1, 1968 (cotit inued) 

Threats against the Memphis Police came in from a nunber of sources 
bei ten 3,30/68 and 4/1/68. And on one occasion, U.S. Civil Rights Commission 
worker . Rosetta Miller, who had been participating in the Demonstrations since the 
start of the Sanitation Strike, told Det. Redditt, that they were going to get kirn, and - 
if she had a gun herself, she tvculd shoot him herself. This remark was made no doibt 
because it was known that Det. E. E. Redditt was returning information from the meet- 
ings he attended to the Memphis Police Department. 


On April 1,1968 Larry Payne, a Male Negro teenager, who had been shot 
dining the riots, after he had been found looting, and pulled a knife on a Police Officer , 
was laying in state in Claybom Temple. The intimation being that his actions were 
sanctioned by C. O. M. E. and the negro ministers who dwpdedon the issue of non-vio- 
lence seemed to be wavering at this point in the direction of violence. 

April 2,1968 >’ Jj 

. / 

The Press Scimitar on 4/2/6$ wader'dslary^captunied, MEM PEIS MS GUIEZ 
NIGHT , quotes Asst. Chief Bill Price as reporting that activity during the night of 4/1/66 
had been no greater than usual. j i > 


C The Commercial A ppeal carried a story under the caption ; KUYKENDALB 

ACCUSES KING OF SPARKING MEMPHIS CLASH in which Tennessee Congressman- Ban 
Kuykendall on the House floor accused Hr. Martin Latter King Jr. of agitating destruct- 
ion end hatred in Memphis. \\ 


In another story in the Commercial Appeal under the caption: CITY STUDIES. 
COUNTER STEPS TO THREAT-OF MASS MARCH, it was reported that Mayor Henry-.- 
Loeb was study ing'what legal stcps-could be taken to prevent another mass march, 
and among the remedies considered were: Court Injunctions against Leaders; Resumptio, 
of the Curfew; and the Plcicm^of Leaders under Peace and Financial Responsibility Bom 


i! 


In a story in\the Press Scimitar of 4/2/68 under the caption: COUNCIL TABS. 
NEW STRIKE RQLLr it \tvas reported that the City Council was calling for resumption of 
mediation talks with tile' Garbage Strikers. 


C. O.M. E. held a strategy meeting at Claybom Temple at IQAM t£te 4/2/68 
in uhich the ministers associated explored Uie possibility of securing O. E. O. and W. O. 
P. C. money to pay for an office for them, and their operations. At another meetirg of 
C . O.M. E. leaders at the Lorraine Motel 6PM 4/2/68, some of the Members asked for- 
the removal oj James Morris Lawson as leader of COME. 

^ The body of Larry Payne who had been shot during the rioting 3/28/68 which- 

h „een laying in State at Ciapbom Temple since 4/1/68 was viewed by thousands of 
strikers and Strike Sympathisers. The Funeral was held m the Temple in the aftemomt 
with trie Rev. B. T. Dumas officiating. Interment was in the New Park Cemetery on Horn 
Lake Road. No incidents were reported dining the Funeral. 


Bayard Rustim of the A. Phillip Randolph Inst. , end Victor Gotbaum, Esec. 
director nf thf> C'.fatmn i I 7 nf fho & r-PPl,fg conn 
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April 2, USCS (continued) 

from all over ikeU.S. would converge on Memphis, to march. Local rumors were 
rnt 30 , 000 people -would be it: Memphis for the Nationwide march to be led by Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

bitelligen.ee sources revealed that Charles Cabbage, Edwina Harrell, John 
B. Smith and other Invader leaders vjeee meeting in Room 315 of the Lorraine Motel 
with other Black activists and King aides, and that ano themieeting betvoeen them and 
Martin Luther King was being planned fer 4/3/68. They held two meetings at 6PM 
and 9PM in re; the funding of the Invaders by National organizations. 


April 2, 1968 a Mr. Robert Campbell of 3546 Aurora Circle called stating 
that he had received a telephone call from Columbus, Ohio from a former business 
associated who was a reliable man, i&o stated that if King returned to Memphis 
Airport for Ms March, he would be killed by a Negro ankxdk that a tckitecPaUoenzxu 
Memphis Foliceman would be blamed for it. Mr ^Campbell 's frdeid would obi re- 
veal where he had received this infomution. \\ 


^lefRev.S 


4/2/68 at a Press Conference at Claybom Temple, Rev. Samuel Kyles and 
Rev. Jesse Jackson , an S. C. L. C. member announced Mass meeting s would be re- 
sumed 4/3/68. Rev. Kyles also announced that he was soliciting all alleged Police 
Brutality Complaints. Rev. Jesse Jackson called for boycotts citing four Memphis - 
targets. Coca Cola Bottling Co. ; Harts Bread Co. ; tVonder Bread Co . , and Sect 
Test Dairy Predicts. He accused white racism for the trouble in Memphis. 

In era Interview with Inspector Tines cm 4/2/68 the Rev. Dwwitt Alcorrr, 
a local Negro Minister accused Rev. James Morris Lawson & Rev. M. Ralph Jackson 
for the riot on 3/28/68. Healso accused Lawson of being a communist. He further 
indicated that he felt Gat Vaico aid Maxine Smith, and Jesse Turner oj NAACP* 
could not longer rr.ainiain efecttveAeadership of the Negro Community in Memphis. 

Spokesmen far tkkNegro Ministers in voiced in the strike stated that they 
would ignore any injwictioti against holding a Massing March in Memphis. There wer, 
ouly 7 4eported bistances of strike oriented harassment and vandalism on 4/2/68. 


April 3. 1968. 


Under the caption of DAY OF DECISIONS, the Press Scimitar oj 4/3/68 
carried a picture of Mayor Henry Loeb, and Director of Fire and Police , Frank 
C. Holloman, entering the Federal Building seeking an injunction against the plan- 
ned Nationwide March to be led in Memphis by Dr. Martin Luther King. The same 
story shows a picture of Dr. Martin Luther King arriving at the Airport with his 
aides. 

The Commercial Appeal of 3/3/68 under the caption MAR CH SPOKESMAN 1 
VOWS TO IGNORE ANY COURT BANS, carried a story quoting the Rev. Samuel B. 
Kyles stating , '‘such things as injunctions or peace bond ivould have no effect on 
the march. 


The headlines of the Press Scimitar of 4/3/68 were JUDGE FORBIDS BIG 
MARCH PLANNED LED BY KING, UNION MEN. , and the story accompanying it 
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April 4, 1968 (continued) 

™lmn. Richmond reported that there were approx . 10 Male Negroes in the Parking 
-ot of the Lorraine Motel at the time Dr. King teas stot. 

During the day of April 4, 1968 prior to the Assassination of Dr. Martin ; 
Luther King Mr. Cato £llis advised that Federal Marshalls were guarding the tomes, 
of Federal District Aity. Tom Robinson, Federal Judge MacRae, and Federal Jidge 
Bailey Brown. 

Intelligence sources further report that at the meetings between S. C. L. C. 
and the invaders at the Lorraine Motel, S. C. L. C. was endeavoring to securer the 
services of the Invaders as parade marshalls for the massive march planned for April 
8,1968. Furthermore at one of these meetings the Rev. James Morris Lawson was. ovei 
heard to have made the remark, " Thank God for the riotf'dj last week, for without it 
we would never have gotten all this outside help. " j j 

It is worthy of note that four tact units were, war king near the Lorraisz&Mote, 
at the time Dr. Martin Luther King was shot, al chg~witlrsix additional cars tviibcx- 
marned with four men each, all of whom along. tuith ’Homicide and Intelligence Officer : 
were dispatched to the scene to guard it, arid assist in the search for the Assassin of 
Dr. Martin Luther King. (The Tact Units, consisted of from 12 to 16 men each) 

<V /) 

April 4, 1968 a curfew was declared between 7PM and 5AM and Memphis City 
Schools were dordered closed for 4/5/68. Governor Buford Ellington ordered the 
National Guard to Memphis, and attgMidnigkt Lt.Arkin of Police Department Intelli- 
gence reported 800 Law EtifqrcementOjfic&s on duty consisting of Memphis Police- 
ment, Tennessee Highway Patrolmen, and Sheriff's Deputies, and by Midnight 3800- 
National Guardsmen had arrived in the City. 

\\ jj 

There were for April 4, 1968F6 reported incidents of strilte oriented vandal- 
ism, and at U;4GPM the rumorwas-abrvad, that Bemie Lansky a Beale Street merchc 
who had suffered in the riot of 3/23/68 had hired the assassin of Dr. Martin Luther Kh 

a . fi 

April 5, 1968. \\ / 

The assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. , received nationavide news 
coverage, for several days following his death, the Memorial March for him in Memp 
on April 8, 1968, and his funeral. 

In Memphis April 5, was a day of arson and looting. , as reported on the edit 
ial page of the Commercial Apeal of 4/5/GS, which showed pictures of the burning of 
Ferrell Lumber Co. , at 1001 North Second, above an editorial ccp Honed: MEMPHIS 
NEEDS CALM. , WHICH went onto say: 

, "The death of Dr. Kuig does not solve cozy pro- 

blems in Memphis or in the nation. Indeed , it aggravates the existing problems and 
makes more urgent the need for settlement of the Memphis dispute that precipitated 
the assassination. " 

i In the Press Scimitar of 4/5/68 in a story under the caption: DAYLIGHT 
VIOLENCE BREAKS OUT AFTER BUSY NIGHT FOR POLICE. 115 Arrests were re- 
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Mr. Speiser. Mr. Holloman, for the purpose of the members of 
our audience, just to summarize what MLK F-186 is, it is a report 
prepared by Lieutenant Arkin of the Memphis Police Department, 
directed toward you, entitled, “Civil Disorders, Memphis, Tennes- 
see/’ covering a period February 12, to April 16, 1968. 

This is just a segment of that report, and on pages 30, 39, and 41 
of that report there is information that has been apparently re- 
ceived by the Memphis Police Department concerning threats that 
might be implemented against Dr. King when he arrived in Mem- 
phis on his April 3 visit. One apparently came from a radio an- 
nouncer, a second came from an FBI agent, and the third, the 
information came from an independent source. 

Were you familiar with the information that was the substance 
of this report prior to Dr. King’s coming to Memphis on April 3? 

Mr. Holloman. I don’t recall specifically that I was, but in all 
probability I was aware of it. I do not deny that it was brought to 
my attention. I do not recall specifically these matters to which 
you have referred. 

Mr. Speiser. Had Dr. King or any members of his immediate 
advisers requested security protection in connection with their 
April 3 visit to Memphis? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. They refused it. 

Mr. Speiser. No. I am asking you initially prior to their visit did 
they orally or in writing request the Memphis Police Department 
protection when they arrived in Memphis for Dr. King and during 
his stay? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. If you were not privy to any information concerning 
threats that had been directed against Dr. King prior to his arrival 
on April 3, and if Dr. King did not personally or through an aide 
solicit protection from the Memphis Police Department, then what 
prompted your department to take it upon themselves to offer Dr. 
King protection? 

Mr. Holloman. Because a week before that he was in Memphis 
for the march of the 28th, I believe it was, and at that time there 
was a riot. The march was not successful, it broke out and it 
resulted in a riot in Memphis, and Dr. King was there. And there 
was a question as to our concern for his welfare, that something 
similar to that might occur again. But I do not want my testimony 
to show that on one of the premises you stated, that I was not 
aware of any threats, because as I said, I do not now recall those 
threats, but I would also say that in all probability I was aware of 
those threats. 

Mr. Speiser. You are aware that Dr. King had made two prior 
visits within 2 weeks prior to the April 3 visit, that is on March 18 
and March 28. Why was there no protection afforded him on those 
occasions? There was a sanitation strike that was in effect at that 
time, was there not? 

Mr. Holloman. Right. 

Mr. Speiser. Why was there no protection afforded him at that 
time? 

Mr. Holloman. He was just another person who was involved in 
the sanitation strike, and there was no reason apparently that we 
even thought of providing security for him. 


36-411 0 - 79-17 
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Mr. Speiser. If he was just another person involved, then why on 
April 3 did you merit protection? 

Mr. Holloman. Because of the riots of the 28th to a very large 
extent. 

Mr. Speiser. Were you personally involved in the planning and 
formulation of the security measures that would be instituted in 
protecting Dr. King? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir, not directly. That would have been an 
operational matter as to what would be done and by whom it 
would be done. 

Mr. Speiser. Did you have any knowledge prior to Dr. King’s 
arrival on April 3, 1968, there were going to be security measures 
instituted for his safety? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. Yes, sir, and that a detail would be sent 
to the airport to meet him. I knew that, yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Did you know who headed up that detail? 

Mr. Holloman. Did I know at that time who was on the detail? 

Mr. Speiser. Who was in charge of the detail or the arrange- 
ments? 

Mr. Holloman. It would have had to have been the chief of 
detectives. Don Smith was the inspector in charge of it. I must 
have known that much. 

Mr. Speiser. But you don’t recall at this time — put aside do you 
recall — I am asking you, did you involve yourself in the formula- 
tion of the actual details of the security measures that would be 
instituted? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir, I did not do that. I was probably aware 
of them. I was probably advised of them, but I was not involved in 
the actual formulation and the operation of them. 

Mr. Speiser. Was that not a critical time in the history of the 
city of Memphis, April 3, that is, the possibility of an impending 
strike? I believe, as a matter of fact, you were in court that day 
trying to get an injunction to prevent that strike? 

Mr. Holloman. To prevent- 

Mr. Speiser. I am sorry, to prevent the demonstration. 

Mr. Holloman. To the march Dr. King came there for. 

Mr. Speiser. So wasn’t that a critical period in the city of Mem- 
phis? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes; it was, because only a week before we had a 
riot, and I think that our concern was we might have another riot 
because of Dr. King’s presence. 

Mr. Speiser. Despite these circumstances you did not become 
personally involved in the details of planning Dr. King’s protec- 
tion? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. You did not feel that merited your attention? 

Mr. Holloman. It is not my recollection that I sat down with the 
chief or with the commanding officers and made the specific ar- 
rangements for a security detail of Dr. King. The idea was I knew 
that that would be done, but how it would be done and the imple- 
mentation carried out, I would not have been involved in that. 

Mr. Speiser. Did you request that you be kept apprised on an 
hourly or periodic basis as to the progress? 
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Mr. Holloman. I am sure that I asked to be kept advised of what 
was going on. 

Mr. Speiser. At what point did the security for Dr. King begin? 

Mr. Holloman. When he arrived on the plane on April 3, about 
10:30 in the morning. 

Mr. Speiser. To the best of your recollection, Inspector Don 
Smith was in charge of the street detail that was furnishing the 
security protection for Dr. King? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes. He had a detail of four men and it was later 
complemented by two other men who did not go there. But the 
other four men, Don Smith and four men, went to the airport. The 
other two men joined them later, as I recall. 

Mr. Speiser. Who is Mr. Smith’s supervisor? Who is he account- 
able to, the chief of detectives? 

Mr. Holloman. Well, I don’t know whether that is the immedi- 
ate next line but, yes, the chief of detectives. In a detail of this 
kind he would probably definitely be reporting to the chief of 
detectives. 

Mr. Speiser. What was his name? 

Mr. Holloman. Mr. Houston, Bill Houston. 

Mr. Speiser. Who would Mr. Houston be accountable to? 

Mr. Holloman. He would be accountable to the chief of police. 

Mr. Speiser. Mr. Macdonald? 

Mr. Holloman. Right. 

Mr. Speiser. And Mr. Macdonald in turn was accountable to you? 

Mr. Holloman. Right, 

Mr. Speiser. How long did the security for Dr. King continue? 

Mr. Holloman. From the records that I have read, that detail 
continued until approximately 5 o’clock on the third. 

Mr. Speiser. You have alluded to records that you have read. 
When were you first aware that security of Dr. King had been 
terminated? 

Mr. Holloman. I don’t know, sir. I do not recall at that time 
having any knowledge regarding the cancellation of that detail. 

Mr. Speiser. Did you testify before this committee in executive 
session in March of this year? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Did you not testify in March of this year that it was 
not until approximately 30 days prior to your appearance before 
this committee that you first learned that security for Dr. King 
had been terminated at 5 o’clock on April 3? 

Mr. Holloman. I do not recall whether that was my testimony 
or not. If it was, I will say that testimony is correct. 

Mr. Speiser. If you did testify to that, would you say it is accu- 
rate? 

Mr. Holloman. I would say it is correct from my recollection at 
this point. I don’t recall contemporary with the time that I knew at 
the time that Dr. King was assassinated that the security detail 
had been pulled off. 

Mr. Speiser. To the best of your recollection, it was approximate- 
ly February of this year, some 10 years later, that you first learned 
that security had been pulled off Dr. King? 

Mr. Holloman. At least it was at that time my recollection was 
refreshed to know that it had been done. Now, whether or not that 
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was absolutely the first time I knew about it, I cannot say at this 
time because of my memory on it. 

Mr. Speiser. Do you know why security on Dr. King was termi- 
nated? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. At this time, Mr. Chairman, I would choose to have 
entered into the record MLK exhibit F-187. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the 
record at this point. 

[Thereupon, MLK exhibit F-187 was entered.] 
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MLK Exhibit F-187 


MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT . 

CRIMINAL IN VESTIGA TION DI VISION 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

April 5,196b. 

RE: Detail with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. , ' ■ 

April 3 . 1968. 

Mr. .V. P. Huston, Chief, '‘‘*0. ** 

Criminal Investigation Division, 

Building. • 

Dear Sir: 

April 3,196s iqSOAM I tvas instructed by Chief iV. P. Huston to go to 
the Metropolitan Air [sort along with a detail of men who will be listed below: 
for security purposes for Dr. Martin Luther i\ing Jr. , who was to arrive in 
this City aboard jlight 381 Eastern Airlines „ at 10;15AM. 

>vith me on this detail were: Lt. v/m. Schultz of the Homicide Bureau, 
Lt. George Kelly Davis and Det.Ronald B. Howell, of the Vice and Narcotics Bur- 
eau. I arrived at the Metropolitan Airport at approx. 9;10AM April 3, 1968 and 
proceeded immediately to gate *17, where flight 381 from Eastern Airlines was 
to deplane. 


On our arrival at gate 17 at the Metropolitan Airport there was no one 
at this gate and only two passengers crossed the hall way at gate 18. , awaiting 
an outgoing flight. At approx. 9;15AM on April 3,1968 a white female reporter, 
and white male camera man arrived at gate $17. A very few minutes later, Mrs. 
Thomas Matthews, Colored Female arrived at Gate $17, and during the conversa 
tion with Lt. George Kelly Davis she stated that she had come to the Airport to 
pick up Dr. King. Mrs. Matthews stated that they had not asked for Police to be 
assigned to Dr. King. 

Between 9;l5AM and 10;33AM which is the time flight 381 arrived (Easte 
A - ' r rived in Memphis, a crowd of approx. 60 to 70 people had congregate 

at gala tuid u i the hallway between gate $17 and gate $18. Some of the people id 
hau congregated at this location were oiibound passengers. , on the Eastern Air L 
flights and did not come to that location to greet Dr. King. The majority of the pet 
congregated there were from the news media . There were approx. 15-20 Colored 
males ami females who were not with the news media. 

After Dr. King deplaned at 10;33 AM(his plane being late) he held a shot 
press conference in the hall way near gate $17 .at the Metropolitan Airport. Our 
dispatcher was kept advised of the approx, number of people who ivere congregat 
at Gate $17, and he was also advised the exact time Dr. King deplaned, and that tl 
crowd assembled was orderly. 

Shortly after Dr. King's press conference he started toward the Main lol 
of the Airport terminal, and while walking down the hall way the writer approach 
Rev. James Lawson and after identifying himself asked Rev. Lawson if he would 
tell me wt.ere they iveare going on leaving the Airport. Rev. Lawson stated, "We 
have not fully made up our minds. " 

Dr . King got into a grey with a black vinyl top Buick Electro bearing<~,Te 
License JP 9735, which was parked on the upper drivetvay at the Metropoliicm'h h 
port. This car was driven by Mrs. Thomas Matthews and Dr. King was in the fro 
seat with her. There lucre three colored males in the rear seat of this automobi 
There was also a yellow Lincoln Continental with a black vinyl top bearing Tenn. 
BT-0039, which was occupied by several Male Coloreds, who left the Airport ale 
ivith the Buick Carrying Dr. Martin Luther King. The Dispatcher was advised of 
the description of the aars and the license numbers. , and the above mentioned 
officers followed keeping the Dispatcher advised of our location and our final de- 
stination, which was the Lorraine Hotel located at 406 Mulberry , arriving there 
at approx. ll;20AM. After arriving at the Lorraine Hotel another cruiser oc- 
cupied by Inspector J . S. Gagliano, Lts. Hamby and Tucker, arrived at this locati 
at my request to assist in securing the area where Dr. King was staying. 

At approx. 12:05 PM April 3, 1963 Drying left the Lorraine Motel In 
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Page Two( Jetail with Dr. Martin Luther t .u:g, ; pril 3, 196c . ) 

the same black over gray Bitick bearbig Tcnn.JP 9735, driven by Mrs . Thomas 
Mat the tvs. And the above mentioned officers followed this car carrying Dr. King 
to 5&4 East McLemore , the Centenary Metltodist Church, where the officers in 
Cruiser John -1, secured the front entrance to the Church off of McLemore and 
David 1 , secured the rear entrance, off Edith. 

Dr. King in the same automobile driven by the same person left 584 E. 
McLemore at approx. 2;15PM. , and teas followed by a white Cadillac with a black 
vinyl top. bearing Tem. License ii)0 -0708, driven by Solomon Jones and amenkn 
Colored Male sitting in the front seat loith thedriver. The above mentioned officer 
followed these two cars back to the Lorraine Hotel where the entrances were seem 
by the officers who remained on duty at that location until approx. 5;05PM. Dr. Ki 
arrived at the Lorraine Hotel on the last occasion at approx, 2;25PM. 

During the time we were on duty at the' entrances of this Hotel between 
2;25PM and 5;05PM the Federal Marshall atul some of his deputies arrived at tlili 
location and Dr. King along with some of his aides were served with an injunction. 
Approx. 30 minutes after this injunction was served on Dr. King and his aides a 
meeting ioas held m Room 307 of the Lorraine Hotel, between Dr. King his aides 
and several attomies. 

It is not known by the writer if there were Detectives assigned to this 
Detail after 5;05PM when we were pulled off, but it should be noted that at no timt 
did Dr. King or anyone else asks for Police Protection while l was on this detail. 


Respectfully submitted. 


H. Smith, Inspector, 7765, 
Juvenile Bureau. 


Mr. Speiser. For your edification, I am not going to ask you any 
questions on this exhibit, but MLK F-187 is a report dated April 5, 
prepared by Inspector Smith to the chief of detectives, Mr. Huston, 
concerning his suiweillance activities on Dr. King. And, in essence, 
it indicates they picked him up at the airport and followed him and 
watched him throughout that entire day until 5 o’clock on the 
evening of April 3, 1968. 

At this time, Mr. Chairman, I would also choose to have entered 
into the record MLK exhibit F-188. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the 
record. 

[Whereupon, MLK exhibit F-188 was entered.] 
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MLK Exhibit F-188 

Mr. Akers. All right. At any point after Dr. King went 
into the church at McLemore Avenue did you disperse your men 

in any sort of particular way? 

Mr* Smith. No, sir, we stayed in the cars I believe 
until they came out and we followed them back to the motel 
to the best of my knowledge. 

Mr. Akers. Did anything of significance occur on the 
route back to the motel? 

Mr. Smith. Yes, sir. This is the point where I thought 
they were trying to los eus. 

Mr. Akers. Could you elaborate on that? 

Mr. Smith. Yes. They would make turns. It was leaving 
the impression of course they knew we were there and they 
acted like they were trying to lose us. 

Mr. Akers. Well, again what were they doing? 

Mr. Smith. They would turn off of the most direct 
routes to side streets and we just followed along. 

Mr. Akers. Did they make turns without making signals? 

Mr. Smith. Yes. 

Mr. Akers. Did they run any traffic signals? 

Mr. Smith. I did not see them run any traffic lights, 
no, sir. 

Mr. Akers. What did you do once you cirri ved back at the 
Lorraine Motel? 

Mr. Smith. I went to the phone and called Chief Houston. 

Mr. Akers. What was the nature of that call? 
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Mr. Smith. I told him that unless he gave me an order 
to the contrary that I was requesting permission to pull the 
"security detail. 

Mr. Akers. What did he do at that time? 

Mr. Smith. lie told me to hold on. He left the phone, 
left for a few minutes — I don't remember how long. He 
came back and said. Secure the detailTj \' ic \ s C‘S 
r— Mr. Akers. Well, did you assume anything from his 
‘absence? 

Mr. Smith. I assumed that he was talking to someone but 
I don't know this. 

Mr. Akers. He never indicated to you that he talked to 


anyone? 

Mr. Smith. No, sir. 

Mr. Akers. Would you assume that he talked to the 
Police Chief? 


Mr. Smith. I would assume if he was going to talk to 
anyone it would be the Director or the Chief. 

‘-"Mr. Akers. Again you are referring to Director Holloman 
^or Chief Macdonald? 

Mr. Smith. Yes, sir. 

Akers. So what did Chief Houston tell you? 

Mr. Smith. He told me to secure the detail. 

Mr. Akers. Is that what you did? 

Mr. Smith. That is what I did. 
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Mr. Akers. What time was that? 

Mr. Smith. I don’t remember what time it was. 

Mr. Akers. Would that have been late afternoon? 

Mr. Smith. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Akers. Well, your report says 5:05 p.ra. Would that 
be correct? 

Mr. Smith. The report would be correct. It was written 
at the time this happened so it would be correct, yes, sir. 

Mr. Akers. Did anyone relieve your security detail? 

Mr. Smith. No, sir. 

Mr. Akers. ' To your knowledge was any security for Dr. 
King provided after your departure? 

Mr. Smith. Not to my knowledge, no, sir.. 

Mr. Akers. Did you at any time attempt to communicate 
to Dr. King's party that you were leaving *the area and 
securing the security detail? 




262 


Mr. Speiser. MLK exhibit F-188 is a segment of the testimony of 
Inspector Don Smith before this committee in executive session 
under oath in March of this year. 

I would like to read that portion into the record. It is directed 
toward the line of questioning with which we are concerning our- 
selves. The staff attorney that is questioning him is Mr. Akers. 

Mr. Akers. All right. At any point after Dr. King went* into the church at 
McLemore Avenue, did you disperse your men in any sort of particular way? 

Mr. Smith. No, sir. We stayed in the cars, I believe, until they came out and we 
followed them back to the motel to the best of my knowledge. 

Mr. Akers. Did anything of significance occur on the route back to the motel? 

Mr. Smith. Yes, sir. This is the point where I thought they were trying to lose us. 

Mr. Akers. Could you elaborate on that? 

Mr. Smith. Yes. They would make turns. It was leaving the impression, of course, 
they knew we were there and they acted like they were trying to lose us. 

Mr. Akers. Well, again, what were they doing? 

Mr. Smith. They would turn off of the most direct routes to side streets and we 
just followed along. 

Mr. Akers. Did they make turns without making signals? 

Mr. Smith. Yes. 

Mr. Akers. Did they run any traffic signals? 

Mr. Smith. I did not see them run any traffic lights, no, sir. 

Mr. Akers. What did you do once you arrived back at the Lorraine Motel? 

Mr. Smith. I went to the phone and I called Chief Huston. 

Mr. Akers. What was the nature of that call? 

Mr. Smith. I told him that unless he gave me an order to the contrary that I was 
requesting permission to pull the security detail. 

Mr. Akers. What did he do at that time? 

Mr. Smith. He told me to hold on. He left the phone, left for a few minutes — I 
don’t remember how long. He came back and said, Secure the detail. 

Mr. Speiser. Let me interrupt that questioning to explain from 
our interviews with Mr. Smith, secure the detail, meant to abandon 
the detail, terminate the security. 

Mr. Akers. Well, did you assume anything from his absence? 

Mr. Smith. I assumed he was talking to someone, but I don’t know this. 

Mr. Akers. He never indicated to you that he talked to anyone? 

Mr. Smith. No, sir. 

Mr. Akers. Would you assume that he talked to the police chief? 

Mr. Smith. I would assume if he was going to talk to anyone it would be the 
director or the chief. 

Mr. Akers. Again you are referring to Director Holloman or Chief Macdonald?” 

Mr. Smith. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Akers. So what did Chief Huston tell you? 

Mr. Smith. He told me to secure the detail. 

Mr. Akers. Is that what you did? 

Mr. Smith. That is what I did. 

Mr. Akers. What time was that? 

Mr. Smith. I don’t remember what time it was. 

Mr. Akers. Would that have been late afternoon? 

Mr. Smith. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Akers. Well, your report says 5:05 p.m. Would that be correct? 

Mr. Smith. The report would be correct. It was written at the time this happened, 
so it would be correct, yes, sir. 

Mr. Akers. Did anyone relieve your security detail? 

Mr. Smith. No, sir. 

Mr. Akers. To your knowledge was any security for Dr. King provided after your 
departure? 

Mr. Smith. Not to my knowledge, no, sir. 

Mr. Akers. Did you at any time attempt to communicate to Dr. King’s party that 
you were leaving the area and securing the security detail? 

Mr. Smith. No, sir. 

So, according to Mr. Smith at 5:05 the security was terminated. 
There was no further or additional security that was provided for 



263 


Dr. King and Dr. King, nor members of the entourage, were ad- 
vised of the fact that security was no longer being furnished. 

After having heard this testimony of Mr. Smith, does it refresh 
your recollection as to whether or not you were involved in the 
decisionmaking process which led to the conclusion that security 
should no longer be provided for Dr. King after 5:05 on April 3, 
1968? 

Mr. Holloman. I have no recollection that I was involved in any 
way. 

Mr. Speiser. Do you think that it was proper that security should 
have been terminated at that point, considering the circumstances 
in Memphis? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. In any event, if security had been terminated, you 
think it was improper not to advise Dr. King of the fact that he 
was no longer going to be covered? 

Mr. Holloman. I think that is correct, but I think that you have 
to realize, sir, that they didn’t want security. They didn’t want the 
police around them. 

Mr. Speiser. Let me interrupt you and ask, when did you first 
learn that Dr. King did not want any security? 

Mr. Holloman. It must have been after the refusal was made at 
the airport. Sometime on the 3rd. That is my best recollection. It 
must have been then. 

Mr. Speiser. You were advised on the 3rd then, you do recall 
being advised on the 3rd that Dr. King refused to have protection 
at the airport? 

Mr. Holloman. I don’t have a specific recollection of it, but I 
must have been advised of it then. 

Mr. Speiser. Who advised you of that? 

Mr. Holloman. I don’t know. It must have been the chief of 
police though. 

Mr. Speiser. What, if anything, did you say or do when you were 
advised that Dr. King refused protection at the airport? 

Mr. Holloman. I don’t recall doing anything at that time. 

Mr. Speiser. You don’t recall instructing or directing that the 
security detail remain with Dr. King despite his feelings to the 
contrary? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir, I don’t recall. 

Mr. Speiser. Do you now in retrospect feel if you had made such 
an instruction and made it known that despite Dr. King’s feelings 
that he did not want security protection, that perhaps Inspector 
Smith at 5:05 would not have requested that his security be 
dropped because he was of the impression that Dr. King did not 
want to have any security? 

Mr. Holloman. As of right now, Monday morning quarterback? 

Mr. Speiser. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Holloman. A security detail much larger than was assigned 
would have been assigned and they would have stayed with him, in 
very close personal proximity to him all the time that he was in 
Memphis. That is looking back and seeing what did happen and 
what the circumstances were. Yes, I would have done it differently. 

Mr. Speiser. My question is essentially this: That is, if the sub- 
ject of a security detail does not want security, normally would you 
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pull that security detail off or would you continue the security 
despite the wishes of the subject of the threat? 

Mr. Holloman. Normally I would say you would probably pull it 
off, or at least there would be a foundation or a basis for pulling it 
off, but, of course, you asked me the other question, which was the 
basis on what would I do now, knowing what did happen and so 
forth. 

Mr. Speiser. Were you aware of whether or not the FBI was 
furnishing any security for Dr. King at that point? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. And again, once you were advised that Dr. King did 
not want any protection and he made that fact known at the 
airport, you do not have any recollection of saying to your men 
that, “Stick on Dr. King. Stay on him no matter whether he wants 
protection or not?” 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir, I cannot recall that. 

Mr. Speiser. I would like to change subjects at this point and 
address yourself to the following line of questioning: Are you famil- 
iar with a Black detective with the Memphis Police Department by 
the name of Edward Redditt? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Are you also knowledgeable of his partner who at 
the time, specifically April of 1968, was an individual by the name 
of Mr. Richmond? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Can you briefly indicate what their assignments 
were on April 3 and April 4, 1968? 

Mr. Holloman. They were on a surveillance of Dr. King’s party. 
That was 

Mr. Speiser. When did that surveillance begin? 

Mr. Holloman. They were at the airport. They went to the 
Lorraine Hotel with him, which we only found out at the airport 
where he was going to stay. We didn’t know he was going to stay at 
the Lorraine Hotel and that was one of the questions that was 
asked: Where was the party going to stay? And then it was after 
that, sometime during the day of the third that the observation 
post was established in the fire station, which was immediately 
adjacent to the Lorraine Hotel. 

Mr. Speiser. Were you involved in the formulation of the surveil- 
lance plans that were to be implemented on Dr. King? 

Mr. Holloman. I can’t recall being an active part of it. I was 
probably advised of it. In other words, I don’t recall saying, “Let’s 
use the fire station” and let’s do this and let’s do that, but it was 
probably set up by the men in the inspectional bureau, and I was 
probably advised of it. 

Mr. Speiser. I sense you have more of a recollection of participat- 
ing, if you did, in the surveillance stage of Dr. King rather than 
the security of Dr. King? 

Mr. Holloman. No, not from my recollection. I would say that I 
have- read the reports and so forth and I know what was done, 
but 

Mr. Speiser. Where did their surveillance activities begin, at the 
airport? 
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Mr. Holloman. The surveillance was at the airport and I think 
one of their — as I recall from the records — and I have no personal 
recollection of it — one of their assignments was to find out where 
Dr. King was going to stay. 

Mr. Speiser. So they were in an intelligence-gathering mission as 
opposed to security? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. And there is a distinction in your mind between the 
two? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Security is concerned primarily with protecting the 
life of the subject of a threat and surveillance on the other hand is 
concerned with gathering intelligence-type information? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Is that distinction accurate? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. If you were not involved necessarily in the imple- 
mentation of the surveillance activities, were you involved in the 
supervision and the direction that those surveillance activities 
were taking on Dr. King on April 3 and April 4? 

Mr. Holloman. Not directly, no, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Who was responsible for that? 

Mr. Holloman. That would have been the Inspectional Bureau, 
and Inspector Tines would probably have been the immediate 
person to whom they were reporting. Either he or Mr. Arkin, 
Lieutenant Arkin. 

Mr. Speiser. Why was there surveillance activity that was being 
performed on Dr. King? 

Mr. Holloman. We wanted to see what was happening in the 
area as to who was making contact, any suspicious activities that 
were going on in the area. I would say one of the large activities 
was the checking on the activities of the group that was called The 
Invaders, the Black militant group in Memphis at that time. 

Mr. Speiser. Did you consider Dr. King to be a threat to the 
community? 

Mr. Holloman. Oh, no, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. His mere presence? 

Mr. Holloman. I didn’t. I didn’t consider him a threat except for 
the fact that there might be a repeat of the March 28 march. 

Mr. Speiser. Were you kept current on the whereabouts of Mr. 
Redditt and his partner on April 3 and April 4? That is, were you 
being fed reports throughout the day on April 3 and 4 as to what 
they were viewing and what was happening at the Lorraine Motel 
in the areas where Dr. King was at? If not written reports, oral 
reports? 

Mr. Holloman. I don’t recall it and I doubt that I was. 

Mr. Speiser. What were you doing on April 3 and April 4? 

Mr. Holloman. I don’t know. I have tried to remember what I 
was doing on the third and I do not recall except that I do remem- 
ber that — and with the court in session the next day, I spent a 
large part of 1 day, and it could have been the 3rd, in which I was 
in conference with attorneys for the sanitation strikers and the city 
attorney, which involved the court action of the next day, which 
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was the action that happened on the fourth as far as the march 
was concerned. 

Mr. Speiser. So, to the best of your recollection, you were in- 
volved primarily in the formulating of strategy for the court ap- 
pearance on April 4 as opposed to being kept abreast on an hourly 
basis of the security and surveillance activities on Dr. 

Mr. Holloman. That is my recollection at this time. In other 
words, I cannot recall in any way being at my desk all day and 
someone coming in constantly telling me what was going on or 
reading constantly memoranda as to what was going on. 

I cannot recall that in my memory of my activities on April 3. 

Mr. Speiser. Well, that might be an acceptable situation in a 
normal daily routine within the city of Memphis, but here we are 
talking about the fact that there was a strike looming on the 
horizon and Dr. King's presence in a sense aggravated that situa- 
tion and in fact there was surveillance and security going on of Dr. 
King with your knowledge and perhaps at your instruction. 

You don’t recall being kept abreast on a moment-by-moment 
basis of what was happening in the city? 

Mr. Holloman. At this time, 10 years later, I do not have that 
recollection. 

Mr. Speiser. Wouldn’t that be something that you feel you would 
have been doing? 

Mr. Holloman. Probably. If I was in the office and was not in 
this meeting that I think I was in — I am not positive I was in that 
meeting. 

Mr. Speiser. When you came back from the courthouse on April 
4th to your office, were you apprised of a threat on Mr. Redditt’s 
life? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Who gave you that information? 

Mr. Holloman. I don’t recall. Do you mean in the department, 
who told me that a threat had been made? 

Mr. Speiser. Yes. 

Mr. Holloman. I do not recall who it was. It was probably the 
chief of police, but I do not recall. 

Mr. Speiser. Independent of reports you have been shown by this 
staff, what is your best recollection of the source of that threat on 
Mr. Redditt and the source of the information to you? That is, 
independent of your reports? 

Mr. Holloman. My recollection is that it was a member of the 
Secret Service. I have said that from the very beginning. I cannot 
get that out of my mind, that that was the source of the informa- 
tion, although from your records and from the testimony 

Mr. Speiser. I am just asking for your recollection. 

Mr. Holloman. My recollection, it was a member of the Secret 
Service. 

Mr. Speiser. And what organization or individual was the source 
of the threat? 

Mr. Holloman. My recollection is it was an organization, a 
Black militant organization that was referred to as RAM. 

Mr. Speiser. Approximately what time of the day on April 4th 
did you receive this information and Mr. Redditt arrived in your 
office? 
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Mr. Holloman. Between 4 and 5 o’clock — I don’t know. I cannot 
tell you when I arrived back in my office. 

I am trying to back up from the time that the court probably 
adjourned and I would say it must have been between, probably 
between 4 and 5 o’clock that I got back to my office. 

Mr. Speiser. And when you got back to your office did you 
summon Mr. Redditt to come to your office to advise him of the 
threat? 

Mr. Holloman. I don’t know. I do not recall whether he was 
already at the headquarters or whether I had him brought to 
headquarters. I do not recall. 

My best recollection is that he was already there, but I am not 
clear on that. 

Mr. Speiser. Did you advise him of the threat? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Did you offer to relocate him to a hotel under an 
assumed name? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Did he accept that offer? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. What was his response? 

Mr. Holloman. His response to any protection at all was that he 
was not afraid and that he was not concerned about it and that he 
didn’t want any protection. 

Mr. Speiser. Did you send him home? Did he go to his house or 
did he go back to the fire station? 

Mr. Holloman. No, he went back — he went to the house. He 
went to his home. 

Mr. Speiser. Under guard of the police? 

Mr. Holloman. I believe two officers went with him. 

Mr. Speiser. At your direction? 

Mr. Holloman. Probably, yes. I don’t know whether I said, 
“Take him home” or not, because I had made the arrangements for 
the hotel or the motel accommodations under an assumed name 
and then he, of course, had refused it. 

Now, who said “Take him home,” I have absolutely no recollec- 
tion of it whatsoever as to whether 

Mr. Speiser. You didn’t want him to go home by himself, did 
you, without any protection? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. And what time did he go home, approximately? 
Bearing in mind that Dr. King was shot within a few minutes after 
6 ? 

Mr. Holloman. It was in the neighborhood of 5 or shortly after 5 
o’clock, I would think. 

Mr. Speiser. At this time, Mr. Chairman, I would choose to have 
introduced into evidence MLK exhibits F-189 and F-190 and have 
copies furnished to the witness. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, they may be entered into 
the record at this point. 

[The information follows:] 
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Mr. Speiser. I would like to read for the benefit of those with us 
MLK F-189, which is a departmental communication from Inspec- 
tor Tines, to Chief of Police Mr. MacDonald, dated April 4th. 

It says: 

At 3 p.m. this date, Mr. Manuel, who was with the U.S. Senate Investigating 
Committee for Senator McClellan, had to return a call to his office in Washington 
where he was advised that a reliable informant of theirs in Mississippi advised him 
of a plan of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party to kill the Negro lieutenant 
here in Memphis. It is believed they are referring to Detective Redditt. 

Mr. Manuel was advised that the plan had already been set in motion and that 
his partner, Mr. Dross, in Washington, had obtained the names of those involved in 
the plot, but Mr. Dross had left the office without dictating a memo regarding this. 

Mr. Manuel’s plane leaves Memphis at 5:50 this evening and the first thing in the 
morning upon getting to the office he will telephone this office giving the names 
and all the particulars. This information possibly can be relayed to us later tonight. 

3:45 p.m. I talked with Agent Howell Lowe of the FBI and he has been advised of 
the above and they are beginning to check into it. Any additional information 
received by this office will be forwarded to them. 

Having had the opportunity to read this memo when you ap- 
peared here in executive session in March of this year, and having 
had it read to you again at this time, does this refresh your 
recollection as to the organization that was the source of the 
threat, as well as how this information came to your attention? 

Mr. Holloman. Not — not — for the basis of the action I took, no, 
sir. I think there were two threats. That is my recollection, that 
there were two threats. That this was one threat and the other was 
what I now recall as having come through the Secret Service, and I 
took the action — my recollection is I took the action based on the 
Secret Service 

Mr. Speiser. Well, at 4 o’clock, when you met Mr. Redditt, were 
you aware of this threat also? 

Mr. Holloman. I can’t answer that. I don’t remember. I don’t 
recall. 

Mr. Speiser. Well, bearing in mind in the last paragraph of this 
letter, this memo I just read to you, that the FBI was asked to look 
into it, I have another memo here, F-190, also dated April 4, from 
Lieutenant Arkin, to Inspector Tines, and it says: 

At 4:15, April 4th, 1968, I received a telephone call from Mr. Jensen, SAC, local 
FBI, in regard to the above subject. Mr. Jensen stated that the Jackson office of the 
FBI had a live informant at the Saturday night meeting of the Mississippi Freedom 
Democratic Party which was held at the Mount Beulah Church in Edwards, Miss. 
This meeting lasted approximately 5 hours. William Conow, H. Rap Brown’s attor- 
ney, was there, and this group talked about the Washington spring march, H. Rap 
Brown and the Mississippi program. 

There were also two brothers, Joseph and George Trotter, male Negroes, allegedly 
from Memphis, and they also talked about police brutality. 

The last paragraph is important. 

Ed Snodgrass of the Mississippi Highway Patrol also had an informant at this 
meeting and this informant told Snodgrass that there was a discussion at the 
meeting about a Negro sergeant who had arrested the Blacks after they beat a cab 
driver to death. An incident similar to this occurred recently in Knoxville. This 
informant also stated that the contract was given to Stanley Weiss. This subject was 
not at the meeting. He was in Atlanta, Ga., Sunday night. Snodgrass called William 
Coleman of the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation, giving this information to him, 
who in turn probably called the Knoxville authorities, who in turn called Washing- 
ton, and from there this information was relayed to Memphis, but in passing from 
one department to another, the story had been changed from a Negro sergeant in 
Knoxville to a Negro lieutenant in Memphis. 
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This information is recorded as of 4:15 and to the best of your 
recollection Mr. Redditt left your office at 5 o’clock. Was he advised 
of the fact that the original information you had received apparent- 
ly had been twisted and that he in fact was not the source of the 
threat, but rather a Black detective in Knoxville, Term.? 

Mr. Holloman. I don’t recall, sir, as to whether or not he was 
advised as to the documents that you have just read. 

Mr. Speiser. Do you have any recollection of being advised of the 
information prior to sending Mr. Redditt home, that I just related 
to you? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir, and if this was the basis on which I had 
acted, I would not have acted. It would have been obvious to all of 
the officers in the department that there would be no need for any 
action as far as giving protection to Mr. Redditt. 

Mr. Speiser. I think it is appropriate at this time to mark into 
evidence MLK exhibit F-191 and I will read that. That is a seg- 
ment of testimony of Mr. Tines, who was the individual to whom 
this memo was addressed, and this segment is of his executive 
session testimony under oath. The questioning is being handled 
again by staff attorney, Mr. Akers. 

[The information follows:] 
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Mr. Tines, I ask you this. 


This departmental communica- 


tion has a time of 4:15 which is supposedly from Lt. Arkin 
directed to yourself. You would in the course of events be 
given this departmental communication by Lt. Arkin, is that 
true, sir? 

Mr. Tines. Yes. 

Mr. Akers. Well, from the time on here I can tell you 
this, that we do have independent testimony which indicates 
that Detective Redditt was actually sent home from the Police 
Department headquarters at about five o'clock, 5 p.m. on the 
4th. Now according to this memorandum you had information 
at 4:15 that the threat which had been communicated to you 
b Y Mr 7 Manual did not in fact relate to Detective Re<iditt 


but related to, as it says here, a Negro sargeant in 
.Knoxville. 

” Mr. Tines. On these memorandums like this, Mr. Akers, 
a lot of times these are dictated not at the time they are 
received but this could have been dictated at a time later 
than this. I don't know. 

Mr. Akers. Is it your testimony then that you were not 
aware of this, information at the time that you met with 
Director Holloman and Chief Macdonald and at which time you 
concurred with their decision to send Detective Redditt? 
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Mr. Tines. No, we didn't have this at that time 
undoubtedly because Mr. Manual is down there telling it to 
them about the information he had received. We had not 
received this at that time undoubtedly. I mean I don't 
recall it. 

J Mr. Akers. If you had been aware of such information, 
would you have differed in your decision with respect as to 
what to do with Detective Redditt on the afternoon of 


April 4? 

^ Mr. Tines. I think if this information right here had 

been available at the time, I think the decision would have 

been different all the way around with everybody^ ) 

Mr. Akers. Mr. Tines, I ask you this: This departmental communication has a 
time of 4:15 which is supposedly from Lieutenant Arkin, directed to yourself. You 
would, in the course of events, be given this departmental communication by Lieu- 
tenant Arkin, is that true, sir? 

Mr. Tines. Yes. 

Mr. Akers. Well, from the time on here I can tell you this, that we do have 
independent testimony which indicates that Detective Redditt was actually sent 
home from the Police Department headquarters about 5 o'clock on the 4th. 

Now, according to this memorandum you had information at 4:15 that the threat 
which had been communicated to you by Mr. Manuel did not in effect relate to 
Detective Redditt but related to, as it says here, “a Negro sergeant in Knoxville.” 

Mr. Tines. On these memorandums like this, Mr. Akers, a lot of times they are 
dictated not at the time they are received, but this could have been dictated at a 
time later than this; I don't know. 

Mr. Akers. Is it your testimony then that you were not aware of this information 
at the time that you met with Director Holloman and Chief MacDonald and it was 
time you concurred with their decision to send Detective Reclditt? 

Mr. Tines. No; we didn’t have this at that time undoubtedly because Mr. Manuel 
is down there telling it to them about the information he had received. We had not 
received this at that time undoubtedly. I mean I don’t recall it. 

Mr. Akers. If you had been aware of such information, would you have differed in 
your decision with respect as to what to do with Detective Redditt on the afternoon 
of April 4th? 

Mr. Tines. I think if this information right here had been available at the time I 
think the decision would have been different all the way around with everybody. 

You have no recollection of receiving this memo or being advised 
of it? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. At best, would you say the wholes colloquy of events 
illustrates that there was poor communication within the Memphis 
Police Department? 

Mr. Holloman. It could have been, and I agree with Inspector 
Tines as to the typing of this memorandum. I just don’t believe at 
this point in time that this memorandum was actually written and 
was in the office at the time that we were talking to Mr. Redditt. 
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Now, irregardless of that, Lieutenant Arkin had the responsibili- 
ty of advising Inspector Tines of this information, but I don’t have 
any recollection of it, of being advised of any of this. 

Mr. Speiser. Let me ask you this question before we change to 
another area, Mr. Holloman. 

You indicated in your testimony that you expressed substantial 
concern about the safety of Mr. Redditt, who had been the subject 
of a threat and that you wanted him to go to the hotel despite his 
objections he didn’t feel that such security precautions were neces- 
sary; is that accurate? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. And that you sent him home and that he went 
home under the protection of policemen. Is that right? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Why was your concern about him so much more, so 
greater than it was for Dr. King when you were advised that at the 
airport, when he arrived, he did not want any protection? Why did 
you not insist that your men stay with him at the airport? 

Mr. Holloman. I can’t answer that because I have testified 
before that I cannot recall at this time of being advised of the 
detail being pulled off. 

Now, as far as Detective Redditt was concerned, I was concerned 
about him because he had performed an outstanding job for the 
Memphis Police Department from the beginning of the sanitation 
strike in keeping us advised as to the activities of the demonstra- 
tors, as to the plans and so forth. 

Mr. Speiser. Are you familiar with two firemen by the name of 
Floyd Newsum and Norvell Wallace? 

Mr. Holloman. I recognize the names. I do not know them, no, 
sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Just to set the scenario, Mr. Holloman, they were 
two Black firemen who were working at the station house No. 2, 
the same station from which Mr. Redditt was observing the activi- 
ties — the same fire station from which he was observing the activi- 
ties of Martin Luther King on April 4th. 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, I understand that. 

Mr. Speiser. Did you partake in any decision that resulted in 
their transfer from Fire Station No. 2 to another station? 

Mr. Holloman. Not to my recollection, no, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. You have no recollection of ever instructing that 
they be removed from the firehouse where Mr. Redditt was observ- 
ing Dr. King’s activities? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir, I have no recollection of it and I cannot 
understand why they would have been removed. 

Mr. Speiser. You are aware that they are two Black firemen? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, and they had nothing whatsoever — in other 
words, a fireman would have had nothing whatsoever to do with 
any type of police action and I couldn’t, as far as the assassination 
is concerned, I cannot understand why the transfer of these two 
Black firemen would have any significance whatsoever. 

Mr. Speiser. It has been suggested that they were moved at the 
instruction of the police department because Mr. Redditt had re- 
quested they be transferred because of the possible fact that they 
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might curtail Mr. Redditt's activities. You did not partake in that 
decision? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. I would like to have marked into evidence MLK 
exhibit No. 192, which is a transcript of testimony of Inspector 
Tines again, when questioned by staff attorney Mr. Akers, and the 
substance of that testimony confirms that Inspector Tines was the 
policeman who, at Mr. Redditt’s suggestion, directed that these two 
firemen be removed from Fire Station No. 2. 

Mr. Tines indicates that he feels he made that decision on his 
own. 

Chairman Stokes. Would you like to have that to be entered into 
the record? 

Mr. Speiser. I am sorry. That MLK Exhibit F-192 be entered into 
the record. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered. 

[The information follows:] 
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MLK Exhibit F-192 


J. Akers: 


Inspector Tines: 


J. Akers: 


Inspector Tines: 
J. Akers: 
Inspector Tines: 
J. Akers: 
Inspector Tines: 


But you do have an independent recollection 
of some problem occurring at the Temple, which 
prompted Detective Redditt to come to you and 
indicated that he had a concern about the 
presence of certain individuals at that fire 
station. Is that correct, sir? 

I don't what it was - whether it was at the 
Temple or not that brought this concern to 
Redditt or whether or not it was - He had 
seen somebody at the fire station or had talked 
to somebody there. I don't know. I don't 
remember off hand. 

But there did come a time when Detective 
Redditt came to you and indicated a concern 
about certain individuals 
At the fire station? 

Uh huh. 

Yes. 

Could you tell me about that, please? 

Well, the best I recall - he was concerned 
about a fireman there - that must have been 
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J. Akers: 
Inspector Tines: 
J. Akers: 

Inspector Tines: 
J. Akers: 
Inspector Tines: 


associated with some of the groups that he 
had been observing and felt like that he and 
Richmond could not hold their observation point 
there without being harassed or something by 
the firemen there. As a result of that I 
called - I believe it was either - Chief 
Hamilton or Chief Larry Williams - one of 
the Memphis of Fire Department, advising them 
of what Redditt had told me and asked if there 
was some way that this particular man could 
be transferred to another location while they 
had their observation post set up there. 

Whether or not this was ever done, I don't know. 
I don't even remember the fireman's name. 

You don't recall their response to 
No , I don ' t . 

Would you have communicated the fact that you 
made this request to any other person? For 
example. Chief McDonald or Director Holloman? 

I could have. I would say that I did. 

But, it wouldn't have been necessary? 

No. Something just on a request like that. 

I would have kept them informed as to everything 
that Redditt had told me. 
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Mr. Speiser. There are two more areas of questioning, Mr. Hollo- 
man, before I turn you over to the Congressmen. 

There were tact units that were being employed at the time of 
Mr. King's presence in Memphis, is that correct? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. What is a tact unit? 

Mr. Holloman. Tact, I guess, is the short, abbreviated form for a 
tactical unit. It is a group of usually three vehicles with four men 
assigned to each of the vehicles. Their responsibility is to respond 
to any disorder or to any emergency or to anything that might 
happen of that kind, immediately, and that was what they were 
doing. 

Now, these tact units had been set up actually for the 28th and 
they were still in formation. In other words, we did not at that 
time have tactical units operating at all times. They were only 
formed in emergency situations and usually in riot situations. 

In other words, a tactical unit is usually a unit that is set up for 
a riot situation. 

Mr. Speiser. Were there tactical units that were patrolling in the 
area of the Lorraine Motel? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Would you not agree that the mere presence of 
police cars, and, as you indicated, the tactical unit consists of a 
cluster of at least three police cars, that the mere presence of 
police cars serves as a deterrent against crime? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir, I would think so, yes, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Did you partake in the decision which resulted in 
the deployment of tact units to the vicinity of the Lorraine Motel? 

Mr. Holloman. Not to my recollection; no, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. You didn’t participate in that decision either? 

Mr. Holloman. I don’t recall it; no, sir. 

Mr. Speiser. Well, you were aware they were in that vicinity on 
April 3d? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. As a matter of fact, an entire tactical 
unit was in the fire station at the time that Dr. King was assassi- 
nated. 

Mr. Speiser. At this time, Mr. Chairman, I would request MLK 
exhibit F-193 be entered into evidence. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the 
record at this time. 

[The information follows:] 



279 

MLK Exhibit F-193 


A F F I DAVI T 


I, William 0. Crumby, of Memphis, Tennessee, being duly 
sworn, make oath as follows: 

That this statement is made freely, voluntarily, and with- 
out threats, promises, assurances, or remuneration from any 
source . 

That on April 4# 1968# I was employed by the Memphis, 
Tennessee Police Department. 

That on April 3rd & 4th, 1968, I was on special assignment 
as the commanding officer of the Memphis Police Department TACT 
Unit. My duty hours were 8:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. 

TACT units were a squad of men on call to move into any 
part of the city of Memphis within minutes to quell uprising, 
unruly gatherings and riots. It w"s my duty to coorindinate 
the activities of the representatives of the Memphis Police 
Department, Shelby County Sheriff Department and the Tennessee 
Highway Patrol assigned to these TACT units. My personal 
responsibility was to ensure that the proper number of TACT 
units were in the area of the city of Memphis where needed. 

I was empowered with the authority to direct the dispatcher to 
move tact units around the city. 

That although approximately three or four of these TACT 
units, e^ch consisting of three to four vehicles and 9-16 
men were patrolling the 5-6 block area immediately surrounding 
the Lorraine Motel 4/3/68, all of these units were ordered 
beginning on the morning 4/4/68, to remain in the general 
vicinity of the motel, but not within visual distant. This 
order was prompted by an instruction on the afternoon of 4/3/68 
from an unidentified member of Dr. King’s entourage to Inspector 
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Sam Evans, who was the street commander of the TACT unit. This 
request was relayed by Inspector Evans to myself and in turn 
by me to Police Chief J.C. MacDonald and Director of Police and 
Fire Safety Frank Holloman. As a result, the decision was made to 
honor the request beginning on the morning of April 4, 1968 .^J Vlt-A 

That following the shot which felled Dr. King on April 4,1968, 

I instructed two of the TACT units to move into and seal off the 
area surrounding the Lorraine Motel while the remainder of the 
TACT units were ordered to continue cruising their assigned 
areas. 

That following the broadcast by the police dispatcher that a 
white mustang was beleived to be the getaway car for the assassi- 
nation of Dr. King, no specific order came over the air that all 
police vehicles, including TACT units, were to search for the 
mustang because it was standard procedure within the Memphis 
Police Department that once such an alert was given all police 
vehicles were to be on the LOF the suspect’s car. With the exception 
of the 2—3 TACT units, immediately assigned the responsibility- of 
cordoning off the scene of Dr. King's assassination, all other 
TACT units were directed to return to normal patrol duties. 

That I understand that this affidavit may be introduced and 
received into evidence at public hearings conducted by the Select 
Committee on Assassinations of the United States House of Represent- 
atives, and may lead them to make various findings of fact, and the 
statutes applicable to Congressional investigations, including 
but not limited to those concerning false statements, obstruction, 
of misleading, would subject me to criminal penalties for not 
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telling the whole and complete truth in this affidavit. 
Further affiant saith not. 



My- Ctonimission Expires: 
My. Commission Expires 9/.12/.79 
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Mr. Speiser. Mr. Holloman, I won’t go through the tedious proc- 
ess of reading this affidavit, but it is an affidavit of William O. 
Crumby who was in charge of all the tactical units in Memphis on 
April 3d. He subsequently became chief of police and he is now 
retired. 

Mr. Crumby states in this affidavit that on April 3, 1968, he was 
advised by the street commander of the tact unit in the vicinity of 
the Lorraine Motel, he was advised by him that a member of Dr. 
King’s entourage had requested the tactical units be removed from 
the visible vicinity of the Lorraine Motel. That is, if they were 
going to continue patrolling the Lorraine Motel area, that they not 
be within visible sight of the motel itself. Apparently, according to 
the street commander, their presence at the site was causing some 
disturbance to the King entourage. 

Mr. Evans, the street tactical commander, in turn communicated 
this information to Mr. Crumby and Mr. Crumby states in his 
affidavit that he advised Mr. MacDonald, chief of police and you, of 
this information that had been received by the street commander 
and that between all of you a decision was arrived at that led to 
the removal of the tactical units from the vicinity of five to six 
blocks away from the Lorraine Motel. 

In essence, as a result of the request and the communication of 
that request to the police department, the decision was made the 
tactical units would be withdrawn five to six blocks. Do you recall 
partaking in that decision? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir, and I would like to ask you to read from 
his affidavit exactly what he said as to the notification— who he 
notified and who the decision — who made the decision as to what 
happened as far as that Tact unit was concerned. 

I have no recollection whatsoever of this that you refer to. 

Mr. Speiser. I will briefly read that one paragraph. 

That although approximately three or four of these Tact units, each consisting of 
three to four vehicles and 9 to sixteen men were patrolling the five to six-block area 
immediately surrounding the Lorraine Motel on April 3, 1968. All of these units 
were ordered, beginning on the morning of April 4th, to remain in the general 
vicinity of the motel, but not within visual distance. This order was promulgated by 
an instruction on the afternoon of April 3, 1968, from an unidentified member of Dr. 
King’s entourage, to Insp. Sam Evans, who was the street commander of the tact 
unit. 

This request was relayed by Inspector Evans to myself and in turn by me to Chief 
MacDonald and the Director of Police and Fire Safety Frank Holloman. As a result, 
the ^decision was made to honor the request beginning on the morning of April 4, 

Mr. Holloman. Right. Now, that is — the pertinent part that I 
want to be sure is, who made the decision? A decision was made. 
He didn’t say the decision was made by me. He said a decision was 
made. And I have absolutely no recollection whatsoever of what 
has been said there, and I would have doubted that he would have 
reported to me and to Chief MacDonald. He would have reported to 
Chief MacDonald, and whether Chief MacDonald told me about it 
and that a decision was made in some way, that is something that I 
cannot say, but I have absolutely no recollection of the tact units 
being altered in any way whatsoever. 

Mr. Speiser. Acknowledging, as you have, that the mere presence 
of tactical unit service has a deterrent effect in the potential for 
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violence that might erupt around the Lorraine Motel because of 
Dr. King’s presence, you don’t think that that was a decision — the 
decision to remove them would have been brought to your atten- 
tion? That that was within the 

Mr. Holloman. Well, they were not removed. They were only 
removed from the immediate — from what you have £aid, from the 
immediate vicinity. As a matter of fact, when the shot was fired, 
an entire tact unit was in the fire station, so it was as close as you 
could get to the Lorraine Motel almost. 

Mr. Speiser. But they were not on the street, as I understand it? 
Mr. Holloman. Right. 

Mr. Speiser. It was between the fire station and the Lorraine 
Motel? 

Mr. Holloman. They had parked their cars between the fire 
station and the boardinghouse where Mr. Ray was. 

Mr. Speiser. My last area of questioning, Mr. Holloman, concerns 
the post-assassination effort or lack thereof on the part of the 
Memphis Police Department to apprehend the assassin. 

What, if anything, did you personally do when you were advised 
of the fact that Dr. King had been killed? What was your immedi- 
ate reaction? 

Mr. Holloman. I was not on the scene; I was not in communica- 
tion with the men on the street. I was listening to a radio which 
was in my office. There; were people on the scene. I was listening to 
the dispatches that were being given by our dispatcher on the 
radio. 

I did not — I will back up a moment there. I would say that 
within 30 minutes of the assassination, I was talking to the Gover- 
nor of the State of Tennessee asking for the Guard to be sent back 
into Memphis. But as far as I was personally, I knew that there 
were commanding officers on the scene. I knew that Chief MacDon- 
ald was on the way to the scene. I did not go to the scene and I did 
not issue any orders myself at that time. 

Mr. Speiser. Would you say that your attention v/as more direct- 
ed toward curbing any demonstrations and rioting within the city 
of Memphis than apprehending the assassin? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir; I would not say that. 

Mr. Speiser. Would you say your attention was split equally 
between those two concerns? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes. I think that is a fair statement because I 
had the responsibility of some 600,000 people in Memphis and I 
was concerned, of course, with all of those individuals if a riot 
should occur again, which it did, and which I — the first thing I 
knew or thought after the assassination was that, “Here we are. 
We have got another riot.” 

Mr. Speiser. But you were equally concerned in apprehending 
the assassin, Mr. Holloman. Why did you not specifically instruct 
that an all-points bulletin be sent out and that roadblocks be set 
up? 

Now, for the edification of those people who are unfamiliar, an 
all-points bulletin alerts the neighboring jurisdictions of the fact 
that there might be a fugitive entering their jurisdiction and that 
they should be aware of his presence and they are alerted to this 
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fact by whatever identifying data that you have in your possession 
at that time. Why was no all-points bulletin sent out? 

Mr. Holloman. I don’t know. I cannot answer why an all-points 
bulletin was not sent out or why the roadblocks were not set up. I 
was depending upon the commanding officers, the officials in the 
department, to take care of that and the policy at that time was 
that the dispatchers who were uniformed men — in other words, at 
that time we did not have nonuniformed men dispatching. We had 
actual police officers who were the dispatchers and we had a com- 
manding officer of the dispatchers and that was his responsibility; 
it was to make the assignments at that time. 

If you ask me why I didn’t pick up a telephone and call the 
dispatcher’s office and say, “Why didn’t you put out an APB” or 
“Why didn’t you set up, haven’t you set up the tactical unit” I 
don’t know why I didn’t do it. Maybe that was a dereliction on my 
part, but I was talking to the Governor; I was also thinking about a 
riot situation that I could take care of and I knew, or I had enough 
confidence at that time in the officers of the department that they 
would take care of this murder that had occurred in Memphis. 

Mr. Speiser. One last question: Didn’t you testify in executive 
session that the reason why an all-points bulletin was not sent out 
was that you felt there was just an insufficient amount of identify- 
ing data on the assassin? That is, at that point, immediately follow- 
ing the assassination, all you knew was that the assassin may have 
fled in a white Mustang; that he was white, young and well 
dressed? 

Mr. Holloman. As I recall, my testimony was that that was my 
assumption as to why it had not been put out. I don’t recall my 
testimony as saying that was the reason, but I think I was asked 
why and I said, well, I assumed that that was the reason, that it 
wouldn’t have been put out because you had a large number of 
white Mustangs and if it was put out it would have had to have 
been connected with the assassination and that some innocent 
individual in a car in Mississippi or Alabama could have gotten 
killed or injured if an all-points bulletin connected with the assassi- 
nation had been put out without a license number, without any 
other information except a white Mustang and a white man driv- 
ing it. 

Now, that, as I recall, was my testimony before the executive 
committee. 

Mr. Speiser. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman, at this 
time. 

Chairman Stokes. Thank you, Mr. Speiser. 

At this time the committee will take a 10-minute recess. 

[Recess taken.] 

Chairman Stokes. The committee will come to order. 

The Chair recognizes Mr. Speiser for the purpose of introducing 
exhibits. 

Mr. Speiser. Mr. Chairman, I am going to introduce into evi- 
dence two affidavits which I would like to have marked at this 
time, MLK F-194 and F-195. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, they may be entered into 
the record at this point. 

[The information follows:] 
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MLK Exhibit F-194 


A IF F I D A V I T 


I, Judson Ghormley, of Memphis, Tennessee, being duly 
sworn, make oath as follows: 

This this statement is made freely, voluntarily, and without 
threats, promises, assurances, or remuneration from any source. 

That on April 4, 1968, I was employed by the Shelby County 
Sheriff's Department. 

That on April 4, 1968, I was the commanding officer of 
TACT Unit Number Ten. 

That a few minutes prior to 6:90 p.m. on April 4, 1968, I 
directed the three vehicles and twelve men of TACT Unit Number Ten 
to pull into the parking area of Fire Station Number Two located 
at the corner of South Main Street and Butler Avenue for the 
purpose of taking a short rest break. 

That the vehicles of TACT Unit Number Ten were parked on the 
northwestern side of Fire Station Number Two with the lead vehicle 
parked facing in a westerly direction so that It protruded to the 
edge of the sidewalk which paralleled South Main Street. 

That the position of the lead TACT Unit vehicle was approxi- 
mately thirty yards south of Canipe's amusement Company and clearly 
visible from that point. 

That at the time of Dr. King's assassination Irflong with the 
other members of TACT Unit Number Ten Ran toward the Lorraine Motel 
which was located east and to the rear of the fire station. 

That after I observed that several members of the TACT Unit 
had al read arrived in the parking lot of the Lorraine Motel, I turned 
back at the ten-foot retaining wall located at the northeastern 


36-411 0 - 79-19 
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corner of the fire station, returned to South Main Street, and 
proceeded in a northerly direction to Canipe's Amusement Company 
where I observed a bundle lying In the doorway with the barrel of 
a rifle protruding. 

That I would estimate the time lapse between the shot which 
killed Dr. King and my observation of the bundle in the doorway 
of Canipe's to be from two to three minutes. 

That I understand that this affidavit may be introduced 
and received into evidence by the Select Committee on Assassinations 
of the United States House of Representatives, and may lead them 
to make various findings of fact, and the statutes applicable to 
Congressional Investigations, including but not limited to those 
concerning false statements, obstruction, or misleading, would 
subject me to criminal penalties for not telling the whole and 
complete truth In this affidavit. 

Further affiant saith not. 



Sworn and subscribed to before me on this 
of November, 1978. 





My Commission Expires: 
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MLK Exhibit F-195 
AFFIDAVIT 


I, Frank Kallaher , of Memphis, Tennessee, being duly sworn 
make oath as follows: 

That this statement Is made freely, voluntarily, and 
without threats, promises, assurances, or remuneration from any 
source . 


That on April 4, 1968, I was employed by the Memphis, 
Tennessee, Police Department with the rank of Lieutenant. 

That on April 4, 1968, at the time of the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., I was on duty at Police Headquarters 
as shift commander of communications. 

That in my capacity as shift commander of communications, 

I was in charge of the radio room, and the personnel in the room 
including the two police dispatchers. 

That In my capacity as shift commander of communications, 
it was my responsibility in the appropriate emergency situations 
to see that "Signal Q" was broadcast over the police radio; to 
see that "Signal Y" was broadcast over the police radio; "and to 
see that an "All Points Bulletin" was communicated to adjacent 
jurisdictions. 

That "Signal Q" was a radio code word Indicating that all 
units were to remain quiet, standing by for transmissions from the 
dispatcher. 

That "Signal Y" was a radio code word indicating that 
certain units were to proceed to pre-arranged locations to block 
all main exits from the city including Poplar Avenue and the 
city limits, Lamar Avenue and the city limits. Highway 51, Highway 
61, Highway 64, and the Arkansas bridge. 
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That an "All Points Bulletin" (APB) was a procedure 
which In April, 1968, consisted of placing telephone calls to 
neighboring jurisdictions to request that they be placed on alert 
for a particular fugitive of a particular description. 

That on April 4, 1968, the Memphis Police Department did 
not yet have a Law Enforcement Teletype System (LETTS). 

That I have examined the attached transcript of April 4, 

1968 Memphis Police radio broadcasts following the assassination 
of Dr. King and believe it to be a true and accurate written repro- 
duction of those broadcasts. 

That although the transcript reflects the stopping of 
only three white Mustangs by Memphis Police following the assassi- 
nation of Dr. King, this record would not reflect the total number 
of such vehicles halted as under the procedures in effect in April, 
1968, such incidents were not routinely reported to the dispatcher. 

That although following the assassination of Dr. King, I 
did direct a broadcast of "Signal Q" , have the downtown loop lights 
switched to red, and notify both the Shelby County Sheriff's 
Department and the Tennessee Highway Patrol of the assassination, 

I never directed a broadcast of “Signal Y", and I never communicated 
an "All Points Bulletin" (APB) to the neighboring jurisdictions of 
Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, or to any other jurisdiction. 

That my failure to direct a broadcast of "Signal Y" and 
to communicate an "All Points Bulletin" to neighboring jurisdictions 
is attributable to the massive confusion and huge volume of radio 
traffic which erupted immediately following the assassination of 
Dr. King and which caused me to overlook the function of these duties. 

That, additionally, it was not my normal practice to com- 
municate an "All Points Bulletin" to the State of Mississippi due 
to a past history of non-cooperation from that state. 
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That, additionally, it was my belief and understanding 
that in the case of a fugitive believed to have escaped over the 
Tennessee State Line, It was the Federal Bureau of Investigation's 
responsibility to disseminate fugitive data. 

That I was never Instructed by anyone not to direct a 
broadcast of "Signal Y" or not to communicate an "All Points 
Bulletin" to neighboring jurisdictions. 

That I understand that this affidavit may be introduced 
and received into evidence by the Select Committee ori Assassinations 
of the United States House of Representatives, and may lead them 
to make various findings of fact, and the statutes applicable to 
Congressional investigations, including but not limited to those 
concerning false statements, obstruction, or misleading, would 
subject me to criminal penalties for not telling the whole and 
complete truth in this affidavit. 

Further affiant saith not. 

1 FrAnickallAher 


Sworn and subscribed to before me on this 
day of November, 1978. 


niL. 



My Commission Expires: 
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ES* Traasnlssians talon fro» Kempfai: 
Polio* Copartnent Eadlo Taps a 


BHTOETSO ETt LT. V. S. SCHULTZ 

it. J. a. wnixaKa 

On April. 1968, on instructions of Capt. H. A. Cochran, vs contacted Insp. Jimmy 
WlUrtna, CaBsmicatlons Oireetcr, in re^rds to obtaining the tapes of the broadcast 
rad* cror the Police Badio, at- the tine Hr, HsrfcLa Lather ifing was fatally shot at 
the Lorraine Hotel. Pornissioa was obtaised £stn Assistant QH , »f W* V. Wilkins, for 
the trttseniptiai. of these tapes*. Pthx. K. 0. Frees*®, of: the Adadaistatiae Sar 7 ise 3 
Otrisloj, did. obtain, his tape recorder fee* his hens, and leaned It to the investigatin' 
officers fer the purpose of playing, these tapes. 

The f a ir c a r ing tzeneeissiens irerw taiant frtsa- the dictaphone recor dings of radio trans- 
■Issinns as April 4,. 1963, end are transcribed to the best, ability of the Heter rer * to . 
reed the treosarissicES. The f nlTo rigg transcript is of Ftecaeney-2, with Fraaueuey-1 
to be transcribed. lste*~i» this report. 

3® The orcssteg i* dear Just earth, of Ibplar. 

37 3S» S e r v i ce, r e t urning . 

Dispu. yrto««PTloe,C60l)r ... 

35 lx eeaeiee., 

msjv 35 ixt service,. 

3® I*» eervic*. * 

Wspu 3® la service, (6:02) 

Tact. Iff OnaortlbisE Tact. US' 

3® Ht. XcadSh-ishltMied 

That. 10. Tact. ia 

Olsps. Co ahead. That. 10. 

Thet. 1C He htone infcesafciCQ that King has bees shet at the Lorraine* 

Mspu Sapeat year inf coenatica again. That* 10. 

1C We bare infajatlsa that Sin g has tsea shot at the lorraine, (6:03 PJ?,}. 
Wsp. Otey, That. 20, ahor yea ob the cull. 

Qlsp. Th a t * 9 *ad That. 8, poll into the Lorraine, report of a shooting. 

Msp. That. 9 

Lxct. 9 Tact. 3 

Ciejv- Tect. g 

Tact. S Tect. 8 

Oisp. Any cruisers ca the air in thericinity of the lonaine, 406 Mulberry? 

Tact. 10 On scene car Mulberry. 

Lisp. OfcSy, Tact. 10, (6:Q3 PJf.) 

T*ct. 18. We are dose by, we are an that. 


SUFPISffiHT ft / 7 

OB. HiETUt IinSS?. SCCJC, JH., MU, 39 

Hcsdcida Ho. 3367 

Thursday, April 4, 1968, 6:00 P.X. 
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Pag* 2s 30PPLEHS3T (?_ pa. EB. HAEHB EOTHEEt mt>, JIU, HE, 3'?* 

Wap. Okay, Tact. 10, (6:04 P.H.), any other cars la the area? 

232 . (Iwwdihla) 

22® Ca scene, (6:0*. Pdf.). 

Slap- All case ca the Lorraine Hctd call, we have reccelved an ot h e r call on it. 

car* ar* to re g ain in the cars nnfcil It has been verified. All sen are to 
waei a in the cere until It baa been mriflad. (6:04 P.*.) 

Cist. IQ He ha* been shot. 

CIS?. Okay, That. 10 adrised that He* fcaa been ahet, (6:G4 PJL) 

T»ct_ H Do- yon want- ta to jail dewn? 
dept. flieriy Tkefc. H, poll iacu 

Task. XL Cixy, The*. 31. 

Wspu Stgralty, 3TgaI B qr. 

Mspw AH Thcfc uaile -ot the tall, yon am to Cam a ring aramd Lorraine Betel. 

To* am to tc s=* a sing arc ani the Lorraine Betel. Bo cos 1* to enter or lee 
Bo traffic, so pedestrian traffic, la to enter <7- learn the area at the Xnrz 
Hotel . 1 ring ts-tn be fermad arcacd the hotel as scon as ycssibla, (6:05 I 

2^5 la the eoreav ---*.■ • 

Clap- ' Cfcaek^ 245. Anar 2ca car* In the leap to sake the call? 

247 

dap. Ckm^s, 247, (6*35 ?-»-> 

365 bam. . 

Map. Cheeky 365, (6s<5 P.2.} 

232 Oct scene. 

Mapu 232 la <a tho ease, (6:05 Pdf.) 

224 -224 

Msrpu Go ahead, 224. . 

224 Ve*to In the loopy pzb na a that call. 

Map. 0fcs«a>.22ft, CfisCS PJf.> 

t est. ID Be ham inf erection that the shot ease freo a brick fcadliiag. directly east a< 
(correction) d irect ly west fre® Lorraine. 

Map. Okay, tact. ID. Tact. 10 ha* inferratien: that the shot was £rc® a brick 

Witt i n g directly acres* frea the Lorraine. Ba on the east side directly act 
free the Lorraine. On the east side fre* a brick W Id leg. (6:06) 

6m*. 17 ‘ lathe area. 

Msy. . T&cfc. 17 In the area, (6:06 Pdf.) 
aetL 10 'that building is west of the Lorraine. 

01sj4 OK, this bill ba the building west of the L orr aine. He circle is to inclmfo 
the b ail d i n g west of the Lorraine. Bus bh r i c k building Erca where the shot v. 
fired. (6:06 PJi.) 

Wsp. _ AH irscor Sta tical >11 jTY^fT 3 * A *jjgf to switch to the 7-1. Only 

the r>*n*T_ .a- t t o — ~ 7-7,. HI kacr Statius. cir.* Mitch: t*'th** 
e_7 
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Page 3 j SGPPLS4SW * an BE. MABTIK BJTHBH C3G, JE., MC, 39. 

Rotfc. 9 Bott. 9 la sarrica. 

Wsp. Bob*. 9 switch to P-1 (6j06) 

Wap. AIL units, 150 advises all That Units to a sal this area ofT ccmplrfcaly. Al 
salts, 150 adriaea all Tact Onita to seal this area off* eaapiletaly, (6:06 I 

Tact. 20 that- 10 

Wsp. Go ahsad, Tact- 10. 

Tact. 10 I has* tho waapot la C g ait , at A24 acd the subject ran south co Street. 

Map- Sooth m KWh, tha wh>ct xaapeaiblc ftzr tha shooting is rrmrrfjg south cr 
Kslzt Sfcrsst^ 42V has tbs wesson &h 62V Bala- acd tha subject ran. sooth £rc 
that locatetci, . (6*07 P-H.) 

. tact- 3X Ve*r» m 5atJ.gr, «ot a£ Pnlh«wy, * B w£ll corns this area. 

365 hatitt SV- Fhul tad Bain-— 

ttspw— - - Oiaqpi. 365 1* ate St. Etui atsi 2hin- Tbm ether car repeat. 

Map. Sot. to- taneh-tba weapon. The weapon la not to t» t cn ch ad, (6:07 PH.). 

E»jsat2ag,.th» I nft a -atl cPy tha subject ran south on lain fK» V26, kst 
physi ca l . riaserlgfciaa ca tha su b j ec t? 

teckw .10 . AH. w» kaor Is ho is a yenngwhlfca tfla, wall dressed, dart colored, dbarai 

Wapw He*s aytw^adiltsMls^ayeaBgifhit* rale, sell dressed,, a young vfcita a* 
Well, da w l, » tenth fim 42V 3. ttrtn, (6:08) 

Carl^ Chr l6±a sendee— v 

Wsp. * 26 ^ MrrifiS^ aal switch to th» P-l- 

tact- 22 la ar e a , cadsing^. - 

Wsp» Qfcsy*. task. 22, (6»C8 P.H.) T act. 32, yea are advised to tala up a pn«m * 
and seel tha area. 

thsfc_22 Otsy— ; 

23 a _ sa»Hk. - 

Wsp. Jotbafc.230* • •" 

230 Cheeky 23®- .* •' 

Wsyw ■ Olay, 23C-- 

Henry 16 Bsapeedlng to call oh tbs larraiae Betel. 

Wspu Ototjr, Enay 16, 2d is on the call, (6:« PH.) 

236 3h area. 

OJsjv Check, 236, (6:08 PJt.) 

Tact- 6 3h nn. 

Wap- Okay, Tact. 6, (6sC8 PH.) 

Thct- 12 Bsls and Eatlcr 

Wsp. Okay, Tact. 12, is In position at Main and Sutler, (6:09 PX) 

Wap. Any ear needing tha loop lights? 

Tact. 6 Ke need then- 
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Pa g* 4r SOFFISEST t _ o a DR. MA3TE3 IHTSSE KISS, SR., K J, 39. \ 

Okay, you have the loop IigtAsr. Otey, yea have the loop lights, striae wh« 
clear, ( 6*09 P.H.) T^-. 

Tact. ID That. Ifl 

Dispw. Tact. 10, sonbxlaace on the way. 

31S • PtTa. Voile Is la the Firs Cojar tawufc . AnbaJan.es with Ma r 

Oisp. Okay, tbs' Firs 2®|arta*srt Aebalacce has cleared ths scene, Ftlm. ca way wltl 

*m**T aa rw , all. The*. Colts ana to pall lot© the area, all Tact Ouita ars to 1 
irtstbsaxea— 

Tact, in Ihh* also hollared that, this eohjecfc left, la labs nodal white- ficstangv ged 
north- gsHstar. 

JUsp^ Infcar mt lcg that. subject as^ fc s isth late cede! white Botany, at late acdaX. 

. whih»»srtaa®, nerth m Saia Street. A. whits Kartaag*. Irdfoxuatlca that ve 
&**• oa. the sahjaei* a. 7 * 3 * 0 ® whits aal*, wall dressed, jcaadhly 2a a. late » 

- nhlfts Hostangv went north ca Sdn* (6810 

hefc, £. ClMEfwt li^ats. -.• 

Oisp. .. Twfc . 6, repart. - . 

Thct.6. Cleared the U^ts_. 

Otsp. Jhyethar'eayawd^ 

fect->lT .Srirtsa* Eafclsr.- ^'y " .'• 

lisp. Oisjv Ta«t. iy, (6tia> ' 

37t> ' SkIoojv «hertd22S.‘>- : '■* . 

Wsp. - Otoyv 370!, yew are adrfasd to s«l the ana. ctl eosplataly. 

Thai. 9 0» eeaoa* la^aime Hotsl^ - 

Dlspw QJayv tact. 9 , ( 6 ein PJfc) 
mrt.« l*.Ecr*a±es.t. 

Ittsp^ . OK^y Ttet..^ (6tinF-H.) 

15CT Seep sens of these Tact Caite cruising,, 

Qb^. Coojtoof Uwt Odlstorasla cmislnsj. (idlPi), respond wlthjtxtr nab 

m©t . 6 We will he e w l i hig. , 

; Ohar* ®mt. 6, win he orwisiB®* (&;H P^f.) 
m»p. met. 15 , location. 

T a rt . 35 S a a g a e e - ted Holmes, art parte-. 

dap. Olssy,- fart. 15, tabs 3b. Joe and gated the subject, (6511 P JC_) 
met. 15 St. Joe? 

Oisp. Qw*de, St. Joe Hospital, 

Thrt. 15 Otay, 15 

Disp* Only dascriptica this tins, a yeneg white rale well drsseed dropped weapon at 
424 3. Main and seen running south fron that location, dive in£ro ration be 
»y be in a lata nedol white Hastang, north ca i£ai_n, ( 61 12 P-h.) 
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Rigs 5: SUPFE2SJT on OR. MABTHT HHSER DEG, JR., CH, 39* 

Tact. 32. ¥» h*r» & ccapla of Tshialas- stopped at Main Slid Bct3erv We ham thalr be 

Ucflia* nnabsrs and they bays Identification . Co you vant then to stand t 
l«n the area? 

Clap. 1507 

Olsp. 150. Bays ssyeral csss stopped Ha in sod Butler, hare license ambers, 
idut l ft c a tlaa lnTarEfttica, okay tee ths®. to alear area? 

350 ' Otay. 

Clapw Chaek, tact 12, (di!2 PJK) 
tact. 32 Okay. 

U ««a la> closed off and m an going; to cralss. 

Maps* Olay, Tact. IT, adrlsos area. Is dosed e£T and the ctber ^ to erdsa t! 

cm. (6s32P.lt.) 

Pe t * H. Ss* If yoa cao»dBtaiBl3»sb3d»hsBpdtsXba swot to* 

Wspu ’ fcnfc Wat.Jbs^casctBiMiicr^ ' ' 

taat^Tt Otay. .. .. 

36S Dcym want as to- pilX fato t&ar a»a2 

Wsp. Cbsck^ 3^.C6»13 PA) 

.36a - ojacv 3 tew : - *• - ’ ' 

357 . Daasonriee. -*. 

Tbct .lfc. Qralstay.- ' 

Eispu- Cfcay, Tact- 15. (6*1V P.H.) 

WspU 357, »s k*w» iv 3X&*2. in efffeefc. 

Tbst.32 X an xtndTng. tw» jam dora. to 2aia. and Calhocn to tarn tbs traffic ©act and 1 
Map* 03*9^. Pet* 32. ,(£ilV?.H.} 

(TUncHtiTii). -Cralaiag - 
Olsju Kasbsr c=rfs±Bgr 

6? ; 691 b swim* .. 

Ittsjti 69 3n g ei r l c g, (£=14. P.H.) 

Msp, . Botoxs* and relax’ salts to e e v a late loop, (6:15 P*£.) 

20 ’ 20 ±n. 

Msp. Olay, 2<J £2 wrrlca, (6r25) 

Msp. Pint notes* to amiss In leop^, eat tbs traffic at Kclicrzy and Second. 

367 367, car 32 Is ca tha aceao and all. Firs Cepertssst tracks ars off tfcs stree 

cJoty to ataodca It? 

May. 367 la. serrlca, poll into loop for trafflc,re ntiR a. 

367 3&7 

Pet. 33 Croising. 

Wsp. Tact. 13, erdsing. (6:26 P.H.) 
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fags 6* SUPPISESr * p a DR. Hums LUTHER EEC, JR., KC, 3?, 

M#p~ Cheek I55i 

'OCLspw The*. 5 In sendee, 

B± »P* AH news tnn to be withheld Eras the axes, (6:15) 

Map. Repeating the Informatics at thla time, the weapon was dropped at 424 S. Ka^ 

*■ well drseaed yamg white cale, last seen racalng scwth. tixa that location 
» well dressed, ycong white tale, last seen ra mrir g a cull: froa that locatim 
**y ha la. a 1st* nadal white Hasting, north on Halit , (6jI6) 

7 It looj, eswtilngt 

Us?*- Tact, 7, cralslas, (6s27-FJ3.) 

150 Tea got a. hcspdtaX report? 

Mspu I fc*ee then cn. the jbns®, attempting to get that inf ozugt dca. 

150 efcar^r/. 

316-31T CBM3Br> 

202. Ob tun. ; 

US' - ■ 

Ms pt 17» CSslrt . ’ ; 

Marjc. 01a^l5^2hdLl0r , ..J / . > 

Ctojw Any ear ca the scene adwiaing the clothing description. Any ear advising 
•lottLtns:cnr»ihi*et? CSsty, 404 , ligda. still being held,,, (6:13) 

? Msp~ 2CH ce seene^fiil? PJt. j 

ltofc^.20 TacWlfi* •. 

Btoju eotiMd.^ , 

. (ibStadihls). - v ; ' 

IKspw Cat cfctT soee eg the radios sfcthe- Icraias, we»re getting too sneh. feedback. 

Cafe otCwaoe-ciT the radios-. Ta*t_ 10, arc. c£f sens a£ ti® radios. Ve're 

feefc. 10 Sc i jac k had darie bairj, possibly black, the salt was- a eeay dark suit, also 
peeeiM^ blacky and toe subject was nadixae heavy build*. • 

Oispu. A. yecngidrittaraale. ben darkialsy paseih^r blsdr, dark cleared srait, also 

peeefMy black, awHaa. heavy balld. 1 ytamg white eal* baa dark hair possibl 
bTaek^ dark col mad salt, also possibly blacky nediaar heavy balld, (6i20) 

mspu 230* - 

150 15SU 

Stops. 150, the hospital advised critical cmriltlnrr, (6t2Q F J8.) ? : 

250; Okay,- 

Htapv . Any endow available to neet a ren at St. Jeeeph? 

Map. 14 tg a napcg tl ng, (6>20) 

Jcha 5 Jchn-5 In oerriee. 

Map. Jchn-5 at St. Joseph, see t the otficer. 

John-5 Obey, Jchn-5. 

... Do yoa wagfc.to Jgt^«gyrwpca»eg»-eg«agdt^WXcgral3e Hotel atthis that? 
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F»a»7* 

Dtop. 
ttck. 9 
Btop* 

367 

map. 

msp. 




^p ppgre rr # o n. IJ2. HAES3B HJTKSL OB, J2«, EC, 37* 

Bagatir*, re p or te rs are to be withheld at this ttoo, (6<2X) 

Olay, tact. 9. 

Cars attention, ears on tbs Lorraine Hotel, ears to switch to the F-2 
txe^WDoj, all Tact Units an. the P 2 frsqusncy, ears not an the call, t 
•witch to Ml, (6x22) 


367 «* theeoana. , , 

367 os tha seaoa, (6:22) 



Bwasfcing; the intcrastisa, wo bm ah this tiaa on tha ihooticg ah 606 
telbsxry, nyramg well droesad white rale, dark hair, p to a i h ly black, v 
a dark atdh, ih*s also- pc«tih2y black, median heenry tnlld. He was. seer 
saxth fra* 42i 5. Kaiii, rcssihly ccmecied a. lata ocddL white Saataag, 


Co yon baweary teac rt gtflna o> a. license a 


dap, h late wcdal whatoete stan g . is all the tofanstlca we have, 
tears*-.? Gaa*»?»Ssc5Blefe3t, Joseph. 

Us*. & tea*** «fc the St. Joseph* 


QVafiHh1»> tet 


an Vhto Street, ea» in with yatr t 
sr «cing saethtog ebcnfc Baidclde. 


to thsfc. That 10* 


atop- Otojr, That- HV 6^) 

teat. 16. Ttat* 16, -wo are ah Ca r r y Theses and Maas, jest teen et opted by a nftla cc 
- *1» adidsed as sons other shhjerts had fallowed that sahject in. <{oaatinr, 
nsirtb cn Deny Bwnas Bird*, going north at Tbrnas iron this location. 

Stop, dd th*y get e TToire e mnbsr? 

Tact, 16 They- did not. 

fctop. toftaorsatlm that the subject had been foUnrod, sohjset rSspmaiiile fter the 
■hooting had been t oUswed north cn ten ry Theca*, &cd than north ax Cass, 
gerth an Canny Thoaaa and. then earth ax Oxanas, In a Mustang, 2»rh* 162 

tent- 16 Stand hr- 

Stop. Okay, Sheriff's Cecartjosnfc to aesgr* They went north an Th e r a a Cx*m. the rio 
of ParJceway, (6>25) 

U3 613 to sendee. 
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Pago 8* SOFPLQGSTC #_ m DSU vkfrrm n mca mn t ja., 39. 

W*P- W3r switch to F-0, M3 ia ««r»±ai (6 j25> 

T»ct. 16 Bwy ai« *mhU to giro any daocrtptica^Jasfcradrts^l that it vss th® onhjc 
q n — ti ca . 

Slap, Okay, advteod tha wibjaah. rwapcnaThlo for th* shooting, vont north m Bides 
£ r«m tfaa paxtony, (6125) 

Wap. that. IB, how hag, ago was that? ' wt _ / 

that. IS Jost » Ihw ago. 

Step;. Otar, they did adrte* Thoaaa? 

That. IS Q-oJr. ssftLtiMywanfcacrtfc. 

Step*- Olay, laftetetljen thy osah. north enThateur. 

teat. X7 Jtoa» _ef Them** and Chaises, erotedag. 

Wap- that. IJT ’* 

that. IT Qwak, . ' 

W*pw Oh^thct-OT- (&*24> 

Wapfe. ; sar 1-’ 

Wspw S»p^Lop.totha alty Itetta. 

Wapw Tj OkTo — na j TfattetnOw 
Wspw . ' Ml* ^ ‘ 

. a® a® . • . r 

tgrri ' ii| ^ ; ~y v ~. y 

K» Goahaad tolOZ. bote enswsxtsg jaw 

Wapw (3haariThTa> Stand ty. 





»> Chaeh^ that** all rl£rt» 

that. ? Okay, Bto*. 9 - 

Whp. UX^ tbs Gomssfirvaxita to know idiaro yom can ha «attact«d pohlla sorrl 

Claaadlhte) Xessadnsicn firm ICO. 

Map. Balay that to m. 

(inandWit) 

Wap. 250* fa* yea reading that* 

150 H»pe*t 25 a 

Wsjotd»r S»pM.t 100, mirsnei gottlng jw, w* wautod to b» r*3ajnd. 

. C&saodtbla) EroalOO 
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9s SUPEL3E3T # ‘ / c n DE.' K1RTT5 HitHKbt E3BG*. JB., HC, 39. 

Tact. 6 dd yo* read MaT 
Wap* So, Tact- 6, go ahead, 
toet. 6 523^*783, 523-2783. 

Clap- 523-27887 

T ac t .6 Qicok- . • . .. .. - 

dap- Olay. 

T h ct . XL Hev. -ar.Vvgi *cd BkebXL want is. 

Clap- MddlahgcckasAJtoknmT * 

‘But- IX Cheek- 

* dap- Okaor r 330adrlaMlb-3vck7£brtlMt» S o.lB- 

- Ttst-IL Tact .XL. 

Map- 6s3'VSII^306_ 

dap-' ■ 3ktbM*&afcTUkan«13ah3kt» s »to2klsaz!dKsC^Xftir 

- ttet-T 7 - ; 

dap- Ckjr, Ttafc- 7* waakr. Chrfa^r, (6*30) 

; thrt .7 ftefc. 7 - ... : 

' Tact- 12 lb bn» a O-enO* lev Wnrioi, dreetcr c Z Corarnnlty S alatloi 
ISO _ let Marfa. 4 :- ; - .jr- • 

M- J 2 -- Oiayv ftst..X 2 . '-f, 

t kd.7 Tack- tenth. .erne- 

Clap- Tact- 7 at the scene,. (6*32) 

ds*. Co-2*T 

car 2V car 2V. 

dapu 2*-arf*4S»t©tbe WL 

• Ckr 24 Car 3km 

Map. Jfcha-?, repeat to btadqantgn, (6*32) 

tact- 7 D* yen. bse* a better loestiair 
dap- BUs sad BeCalX fbrJfcv Ctatot^ B^t- 7. 

ttet - 7 He hm Ma located nor, Tact- 7. 

dap. Ctay, Ta*t- 7 - 

**»■£ Jchn-5, did yen vast Jcha-3 car Jbkn*$7 

dap- Thar edriaed Jcha-3, er* yea the crOy cruiser co? 

Jcte-5 ... Cheek, Jcha-5. 

dap- Oloqr, Jckn-5, report to headquarters, (6231) 

Jcisa-3 Jcini-5 

dap- 256, switch back to F-l, ( 6 * 32 ) 


InT c r aa tlcnT 


V «ad he wants 
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fee* 20 * sapptzatsrr # j n. oil. marrg eotbs ns?, ja.» ho* 39. 

twfc. 22 Qutekvith 150, tod »•« If Jhwt Wthario* Fbotograpbar* can oosa Into this 
tm, or Jnst h*r* hla staod. by, 

Oisp* 150. 

150 Jos* hare hla standby tmfelXws can gst c wy t o dy in. hero. 

Clap. Jcrt bsro Mb standby* tact. 12. 
oaap. 324* am yea on tha scans? .. 

99 23» 200 «t tho oeanaT 

map. ¥* ham Ida oa * nnubaar* 9?-. 

250 ThILMaI>Bit.tht-Msa. 

Btap» 2501»«4tb»s«am*?9. 

99 Otep* Zhaabcnfcthm* bHocte firontfcam. 

Otop* Qteyv 99* ert tii» wagr*. (6i3Jt> 


(6«34> 

aitdt* Ssstagg*' north c 


: Hww* inn Wrest ass* vith. a. vfeLtf 


oispw 

4ZL 


422- _ Vxafc*2I:b» math a Them* £m ?lr»»tao»* north an Thacss «fc !iz«s%a». 
tHsp.' Okagr* ^Z21s nartl* at Them* 


4& 0sto»» 2409* 422. 

Bap. > fit* Imttma. cn2p* 422. 

0**wHTrt»).,,jCh*«fcthB» aatoBateXs cab* that v*» 30^2139-.*. (Imoallhla) 

42r * y . . ; V.; ; ' : 

C&torftft2 n)...; aw*rtg ^ wh* stepped- that car* and h* chacks- out cksy. 

42 L ■ ; ;•-.= ; \ "V ; ' ^ 

Bap. DM43? date okay* 422 Is savvies* $6*36) 

Tfrs fc. 7*. S» ■MndMy- 

Qlapu <ttay^ Ttofc. 7, C6*J6), Vka- be ab2» to ftarish any aura- Infnrastlxm? 


Otepu Otapv 

Sbbt. 4 Transporting to headquarters. 
Bap- Eobt. 4 tra ns porting* (6*36) 

25 Bsadqsurters. 

Dtajw 25 enth* seeos* (6s37) 

ntsp. 366. 
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R **» 12* SJFFL30ST # - cm ZB. KASZZ3 UnsaaUSO, JS., HE, 

366 366. 

dap- , Am jt* eXear? 

366 Chert, w'w eleer. 

Oi*P* W»t*» year locafctcn? 

346 r _ Wb*» rt the Ct^r lofc no*. 

Bte*. Obey, <6*3S) 

P is p . toy <•» In tbe eMt «od? 

‘ artdsers cr«^ ctWcar* in the (6*39). 


®6 *«•* rtsrtrt AX-9036, m a Hjfr b colored ftr*t*x«v nartb as 

.W*jw .gWt ri a ai = tojv (4 C9> 

336-. ..,* Chirert fTrt WAC^05^-' 
usp. , <a«ww ax^scs. Qi^ 0ia«9 
Cfrw»fft'T>)wJae 3rt» dtoto * amt «* Ecticr. 


350 h 


«£V25& .** 2bb *** **» ■** **** 0811 ^ **»fcafibd* l*t the* 

A2X. • Sm»< ’ ' ' 

Ot^w. tfXSpeedal. (StWi . 


• fl» d^35C^*tf^ga^t».lg^ rwBwwn can be- i de ntified , let thee 


Olspw 
615 - 


r+xtL* 

»a.lMCBr4 


( 601 ) 


map. 
Ta*t. 9 
Wap. 
art. 9 


► U3e» QS a 


&dM end ESrestcne, art. ITT 

Tart. 9-. 

§tet.9 :•. 

Vo bnt Inftostlca a sale colored base Mya he cfescrred tiro white Eftlae, 
changing clothes ca Seocad Street, between Pontotoc anl Vance at a &**. ge 
Bwy afenald be 4a a rtite. Qldsawbile, ffixksd an Sccaad Street, hv«H aar 1 


®i*P- OSay, Tart. 9. have infbrsatiea several white rales n , 

cl oth e* ca Secczad Street, between Pontotoc ant Vance, in a white 0! 

*— -* “*® * “ — * *■-*- * *— — sticao several wh*‘ 

L Street bvfcwwea 
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P3£» 12c S&FLBBST # on UK. KAHEU* EUTSSE naB > JE., KC, 39 * 

(dap. Ccntinuod) 

Wap. * and Thnco. Bssy vtn In a vfcdto Oldssobil* putted Boethboiad aa Saecad 3fc 
Ajgr Thet On±t» in. thn Tinlnity to ci»cJc out this intosntlsj, r oop c c d with 
ranter. 


368 

Act «» cb that. 



Msp. 

0 bar. 368. (6sV3> 



Qhtetthla) 


■ - ' W 

map*. 

Sapast. 



(TiaolHila) 



Wap. 

Tcro— bar tttttt. Z» 



taat.1V 

Ttofc.1V • 



Wap* 

T»ot-lV*nd Ihtt 2 m tba «*32^ (6*43) 



367 

367 



Wsp. 

0^367- 

... '* 


» 

9? : ^ * 



Walk 




9* 

THU ICtt L»t* caa tha way to Ms offlem. 



Wap. 

100^ 97 ttt «7 to tb aC&e^ (6d3) 




tac t * IX . St* EsrtiSt ftad£nfe2tae> v* bow a. pecstn that- amr & whits Oldsnoblla peXL *0 
. Oroatbo socth add* of tbo Ecsrsaiao Metal,. I*^or to tfao poliea arriving bar 

Ota*. Olajv ttat. IX baa Intonation tbay sar a white OlitaaoMJa,. a white Oldanafa 
polt awqrto*th*«do of tho Inrxsiiaa fcrder to tho arrlTal of tho poOin* 
ofOoaxw* V white Oldsachils peroihLfcr lowing tho soma* (6rJ*> 

That* EL holding that «h>cfcb«ro to Ttefc. flu. 

Map. Ola*-* teat* JX. ‘ ••) 

23X <te^dafeamiaKi(te^l9i»(ifffotlt«a»7 

WapJ" Tfcofc. lTV_wtefe ttet cfpawitt 

2QX 20CV- tharlfla tfcafcTOS- drop y d on 2&ia Staaofc was a. Breaking with * accga ■ 

Wap. It la a Krewsaag-wtth a scop* on. It. 

2£L Caa ya gfaa an tbs caHTw? 

Wap. Mllw; 2QEZ* > v 

2CX & aa* la a. bc*^ wo did not teach It, It. is at feaadqtarfcars* ant now la tbs 

possession of Zbspu Zacfa tey . 

Dlsp_ . OJaijv it has net be«* tooehod^ it is In a ter. 

Z3X Haas a maanitig offlcar asst- to at Talbot and Earner, wo hara a sospoet* 

Map. Bulbar at Thibet and Vagner. 

251 23X 

Clsjjfc OSsjrv 231 has a ans p act at Talbot aod Vagtwr, can. a oanronllcg aKkop not 
than tbaro? 


138 
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P*g» 33r aUEPJ3aS3T # , o n. HR. MASHH HTIHS2 KD», JR*, HC, 37. 

Way. OMy, I 5ft- (6x*5) 

Wap. 150 call 100 on Station 411 (6«&5) 

ISO Bayoafc tho Station trcabwr. 

Wap. Station UL 

150 Olay. MO. 

bop 9 bop 9 -‘"7 >. 

Way. Go itaot , G«arj» 7 . 

Gw*** 9- »» and ao» urs am dam ten tb gmrt tb» dean Into a*. 

t a ttlT^ too- ofay yooplo jbmldo. 

Way. Otay. Goers. 9 , 3$T, St. Joo, (6s46) 

15^. Ik* SWtoK to twoapcrfc than* tao anbjeeta boaradn this Tldslty dt 
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Page 141 SOPPLEOTT # CXL DR. KARTIS IBISER EEC, JR., M C, 39- 

Cheek. TOIL thea to hold on to that subject to JdOra ea Irtnfctltl . c afcla a . 

0)»y, Tact. 9, hold an. to that subject, so Aley can sake idagtiflcafc l ca. (6 
01 *f, &«t- 9- ' 

Hero Unit. leader awt 03 at Hesdqoarters. 

Toot- 14 leader, seet Oirii 2 at hesdqjarters, (6*43) 
aseck, aa. the way. 

0 si*. Qwdv(6i4a> 

OojoawaH&'tia toxwtaa. totbs north end sad cr*dsot — . 

200 Ikeervlee.- > 

Msp. 200 la sendee,. ( 6 x 4 a) 

2CO Jak 250 wtMK^hn wants, w to zepca* te- 

S tog u l5B5f when* do j«*.wwfc 2Q0T 

fibrpw &»***■!*• Ma*200_ > . 

20 a Otagrv diwatf®*- 

35V.’ W12Cfttoat«aByTdlSrh±» , acfcmil±»- 

Utopia 200, etJrarfly with. jr*r Ifccfc Galls In the aldaHy cf the Icrx*ine, (6:49) 

■ aoa ~' ru£a e a .\ ' 

Mspw That- 7 resein. la the tn>» (6:50) 

tact. 7. 

the*. 7 te has* cheeked the SetMaftacnr sod the Holiday M oa 2Mid, fcd tiny haws xn 

reg la t a g oC a M^trng . 

Mspw- OUyj, Its*. 7m <6*50> 

m-s. -UMhiir vYX; -v YY';,- y 

Map*. <feahaadYztcfc.ru ' - ' - :} 

lhet.IL Hciel dawa here, saye he he- eo» paejOe the* b«»» to go to wertr^ and wants t 
tons If It en ho gnotod- 

tact^n. Gfeg^ Tact. IX. 

Map. $6x50 PJU 


159 

Map. 

Ta«fc. 9 

tact. H 

Map. 

tact. 14 
Ieedao 


Msp. Godhead, 404. 

4C4 Send nr two nrs nct e r c/ cle nan. op hero to the Saerssncy a t St. Jos right Sway 

Map. * Ctey, seed two actor jobs. at the ^ergency at St. Joe. 2km seta? nan ease in 

with, year number. 

404 I seed two sen. see If yea am accident car, or auytxky else up hers, two 


Msp. Otoyy 404. 
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p*s» 15: 
250 

Wap. 

250 

Dlsp. 

Wlp. 

259 

Wap. 

259 

Wap. 

Wap. 

T***-9 

Wap. 

T*ofc .9 
;* Wap. 
259 

nwfc- 9 

Map . 

art .5 

Wap. 

That.!? 

Wajw 

*3» 

Wap. 

366 

370. 

Wap. » 
.330 
366 
Wap- 
355 
Wap. 

350 

253 

250 


SUPgLagM? f O P 02- jUHHC LOT KEt ZZBB> J2-, HC r 39„ 

Baa* par get th* limits rtlXl on? 
took, 250 . 

Go abud end lot than off. 

Okay, tba lights are being cleared, ( 6 s 51 ) 

That. 14 * ho ad q aa r tars. 

Oust. 24 # on th* aosea at headqjULrfcers, (6s 51 ) 

Th* Unit tot baa th» n» 2 * colored that kama tho exact locatlm wher* tor 
«* m »g < "[r alette** hav» Mm eon la with his motor. 

That** Tact. 9. 


Tiny has* Ua tt Seated ant Botler* 159 „ 

Ham than tody. 

• ««ov 

(5*52) -.••• ^ 

«a hm a. n^nt at. Item and Talbot. 

Thofcw 5 ha»-n aeapacfc at. IMn aot Talbot, Any offload naailabl* to amt to 


Okapv T««fc. UW C6»32> 

Old a n ybody chock th* whit* Hhatang a hn ri oie d la «a alley an. th* .m. 

th* ^body HotaXT 

baj ear check tb» ltetoc <a th* south, aid* of th* Peabody? 

366 oa th* mb*. 

370. w* checks* tot cor. 

QwehV 370 cheeked It. 

Otay, 230- 

3 66 . on tbeacoos. 

366 <n tha scan** (6:53) 

255 to 150 
255 to 250 . 

250 

150* 1* it day for Sr. Cleg's brother to go Tige r*** 1 !? 

I canldnt It. .... 
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p* 2 » 14* SCPPESISSr o n DH. HAHTTH IOTES EKG, J2., MB, 39. 

Cisp. Is It olsgr for Or, Sing** brcthar to go to th* hcajdiaU 
150 Ch*ok. 

Osp. «»•«*, 155, (A*5A> 

155 Okay, 155- 

El*p. 201, Tart Os* sdrlsad to ehaek with tbs Tact DixLtf arcmd tbs Bot*l, and 
oas* that can bs rslsassd fro* thsto- loca ti on,. to do so. 

201 Okay, 201. 

Map. Ibstmilb* to antis* tbs ma. 

2cl oi^r, 2m. 

Tact. It, Tut. 2X 2e*d*rat he*dqcfrt«». 

Ctopw - 01^, 1Sst.1V Wlsr (4*55) 

last. ff" H*i*232topldfcop Ms pwtBsrst Bctlsr and HaXbsriy. 

QSsp- 233^. pidCTovpfftawspftfe.lbM and ttdbwTt 

232 B*!t^Bbt2*r^n4aWb«sx. •-;• 

Otepu Okay, that hr Brtlar- ted. Mbrorry, 232. 

fit**. Bast 4, «a4 T3*tT,*»t 155 «k 8t- Jcsspfc. 

18 * 9 * tkstir. • • : ■ ’J •* • 

Tart. 6 »sb_fi_ . 

DJ rp. \sfc7T 

(4*56) 

2QL 2m to Tfeat 0a*.. 

• . 15* » i / Y : 7 ’* . j 

OS*.' 0»«M «aWLi^. 

^ !f ** iWM " ,,BT1n l»U ,ri BW , l a.^lV^yr, IffMt 

Mspw Mttfc d* jott wsat totalXMs? 

159 Caasdow* bto*. 

QSsp. Oto^r. 

Otop- tt» jw taxv tb* dour 'mskoaT • 

Tart. XL TSwfc. XL 

Wsp. Co ah**d, B*et. XL . 

Tbet . XL Tbs cwsaqro at 30$ 3. Stated is L. C. Mctfta, AH. Van Hcs», pi uUi rs sbor 

projMtdca cpeiattcr at tb* Stated Tbu&xs, ted is probably on doty teni^rt. 
Uspw Okay, espsat tbs first xffn*. 

Tstefe. XL L. C. KaACss, Alfgad Van Hoaa, A. T . Van Hess, (Spalls it Boss) 

ACt ACA 
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ftsg* 17* SfJP2lE3Ss2ST 5 c at G2. MAHTIS HJTSS2. CX, JH-, MT,- 37 . 

Map. 

AD 4 

Mop. 

Taeb 7 

•359 . 

Wap* 

359 

Wap. If am* cdf Ms ubst?~ • 

399 Sa» cf M» mcfcaaies ei*K*sd doth** oat la fircnfc. 

Wapw* Olay, 259* stet V*- •« 

Wap. fast. lyart-.U,.!* tb«r» still cnita br th» vlctnit^r cot. of Thofc. 242 
art-21- ch*AT^3t^ifcttj. 

W»*- ftrt.3^ aatt^mp-ttoSt. Jm„ (6i?8) 

M.iyaett .9 ^ 1 ;, . ■ ;•’ 

That. xl- &*k n* t>os±b M 1 * rv i : 

Tte*wXL~ Ka3b«rrr«rd Hat tug, Halt 3- 
Wap. Bill— sy awtSWiag, &«fc 111— dor. 
awfc.31 QHgr, act IU -■' ', 

SSL i-BbtiQr nab. ly. — 1 will wiTm m thi— mtt» — soon as H tetris taut 

ttwariaar— !&*» mi wry to hold. tb— i to — althla irntttM* 

• **»- . : _. _ • _• 

Xfepu Okay, tbo last. xmSXm am to atHX «wL tha am until BcEsidd* ocaplatss tbac 
inm*l*tUau ( 5 « 59 > - 

TUcfeT ftetrattesem. 

asp. tact 7 «tt» s«*m at at- Jew, (7*oo pjt. ec 306 ) 

twb-Ut H-tl*, 1U»?attk*««n*. 

M*Pv thet. 14.Tfat^3 oath* m&» «t St- Jo» # ( 71 OO PJS.) 

Map* 359 

359 359 

Map* Would. that b* tho mebanim fran fch* pUe» of business at 308 3- S-cnd, 149 
thorn the ot as that 70a ore tflrlng that changed clothes. 

3 59 Qwc^ ho states that tho door ms open at that tlm- thsy nn cloth 

lt*s a. good possibility that it was workers that b» ssr. 

Mapw Okay, 159- 

Wap. 259 

259 _ 15? 


Go ahead, h 0*. 

B*t» ths two Tact tfatts tbat r a easing ow, report to tho tack of the 

tact 6 and 7, rspert to tbs back of the S —rgo acy Bern entrance- (5*57) 
that 6 

tact 7 t .... . 

359 / •■■••• ■■ ■• ••' . ' / :1 

259 

Sm» Jfaom mater, 3S7-7T93, h±a If scm of Msmsehanlra cbopA clotl 
cot la front- .' 
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18t SSBtQQBI & «*»*» HE. xrattTTMfiHHM* EDUG, JEt-, HC, 39- 

CSsjv Kf». Uha Eea ax tha phona, aedhag husband, and hrotbar in Iter mro tha cnly < 
that na that toliaw at tha Visa*! lid, and there are no sacbaaies employ 
thara, aad they ara an rente iron tha bus trass bans, and laft thara abesxfc 3C 
trtaafcae ago* 

359 It*» a pcas IMIlt y that they *r» tha tero ha otearred thara,,. Bara hap to ta3 

bar bosbucd to ccntact yea ua soa» as they gat bans* 

Map- Olay, Tbet 

Tact- 31 That 32, Tfeifc 2, thara la verier* at 33d- Batter, ah this Indy SLeetrls Sop; 
Ccarpaxcr- Hat than to leave aad gp to, leave work. 

Clsp- am. 

201 29L » . . ; • ; •■ i - : . 

Map. Pbaadseicn ftrmte* eh 1JS Better to lease tha bssiaaaa freaiverk. and go- 

201 

i top- 
. Taat.22. 

36? 

BSsp^ 

259 

BSap- 

taafeiy 

Sti* 1» tha aad <£. T-Z Tmaotebn. 


. tftagr, 

osaavac*. g,mrft ; (7*8) 

Tti^Ote^ 

«w2A jxm zSaua ham 159 to aaab. » beak Is tta*. of 3<* !S- SaeoadT 
259, dM yon rsad 3fi7? 

w?.: ‘ \ - ; 

01^ <T«8> .-•• ' 

flnh ftaot ahBfch^and UXbct efcada day- 
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F3g» 13 * scmsmr # ca t oa. u\axm izjthss eob, jr., xc, 39^ 

fit* tollcwiaff FftgM arw the tiGasatosims Cm M frsqaancr, car April A, 1968 . frca 
61OI p-a., tw 6ijl p^a. 

2 2 

156 156 la «*rrlc«. 

Map. 156 la a«rr±ca, (6:01) 

AH' TT aa l q uAi t t fa - 

atop. AH laaarrle* (6:Cl) 

6S 6& oath* sou*. 

Map. 6a «B th* seas*. $ 6 : 01 ) 

JT . 

Otop. irw thasea.^ (6aci) 

2 2 ««nw, ... 

atop. 2 at tfa» tear. (6iC2> 

Otop. 24to»ffR*ttofeca2X. 

" 2 ' fcr2U. '.... 

A1& 

2tojv X M 416 ptEL into. 406 lfeltarxT, lanali» Hot»U 

Usp^ x ■ 

v ' • f. 

Utopw A2& 

A16 AI«r v -• 

atop. B*pvt«d. tlnfc a. shooting bai oocanwl at that plaaB, okayy 22 

X 0 *k,V 

A 26 -. * 3 * • • ; *• V ’ •-> '/• . 

Otopw 1 «a4 A26. year «• to no*2zx la tb» car antll It to rsrlEtod that Ear* Png 

ba* teashot, ctor, 31 

x <»«sr„x. 

Map. A2& 

A16 A16 

Qispw Xaai Alfi^ 15 &» jnlLvpca thto. It has teas cwnttrrad. that Stag faa» been *hc 


X • 

x . 

map. 

A3* 

A26 

A26 

aiap. 

15a 

15 a 

15» 
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kg® 20r 
isp. 

15? 

Hap. 

156 

Map. 

17 

Kapu . 
2 

'atop. 

*a 

ttUjw. 

130 

ZHjrpw 

150 

atapw 

gnJnv 

... 2 • _ 

-Btap. 

Ittsjw 

oto^* 

MV 

350 

i “*Pw 
16 

Ctopw 

255 

Olay. 

6ft 

map. 

416 

map. 

24 . 


SDPKUMBir f_ on ob. maria anna dbg, J*., «, ;j?. 

155 r jw® ax® to fora a ring amend th® hot®!, fan a r±ag around th® bot*l, 
Etcfc Onlto ax® responding, (6iC4) 

157, I*» BBTisg dom m that call. ' 

Okay, 159, 3 56, paXL dam. 

Okay, 156. 

JIMm a® jedostadaa. taaffl^m tiaffio Ja to laavo th» Tjadatty of ttwT hot® 
17 ia a«Pflc® 

37 la aanria®, (6:03) 

2 laMnln. 1 

Ec*» ljiC&fgtlcTT tMa shot caa® fXent a brink baUdlug, lt»s a brink hadldlng 
dlr*®t^r oast fret* th® Ioxz*1b® Hot®!. The shot c*a=» few* th® brick bcdldiK 
dir® ®tly east tstat th® Larcalno Hotel. (6:06) 

X wilX an*® in ca that. 

fllagv V 

iscry • ; S).’" ■ . "i 

F*'\v ./ ■:••,/ . • . . . 

a-y sc: thafcth®. Tie*. Unit® seal that location. off. 

' Ob^asou - 

AH ratfc®, that*® all unit®, 150 adriatag all Tact fc±fc* ax® to s«al this ar 
fi£T «npf®WTy . >TT Toot Halt® ax® to aval. this area. off eq^larf 3y. (6iC6) 

2 2a®«rrlo®. 

2 2ft ®«nrlo®_ (6xC6) 

42V ha® th® mops* at 424 3. Mala, an® of th® cars baa th® weapon.. at 42V 3. 
Utrtn. n® mdgaot xm ponalhl® ran ndh at Ha±a, th® saktfect raa panfl . l . 'h la rz 
•cadi* fltaa 406 Btin_ 

TiUV V, paH «pw - 

Wi, * K ' • * '•'** .. ; • >yV 

GctiaydMffilptlal t ■ * •• . 

Che ck . staadby® »• yenng whit® b® 2®, ®®11 4r*®*®d, a ycangiihit® t*l® wall 
, d aw a d, ran sotth. fra* 424 S r ttdn. (6r08> 

16 haadqtfrtar®. 

Okay, 16. 

155 an th® sens®. 

Olay, 155, (6)08) 

la awrrlc®. 

6ft lns«nrl«».. (6:08) 

416 la. tii® ares. 

QJay, U6, (6*08) 

24 la th® ax® a. 


36-411 0-79-20 
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Pag* 221 5BFPLS233T i c n HE. KA2HS UOTHSS SESG, JH., M3, 39- 

Qlsp. Otay, 2 k. ( 6*091 

4 4 in service. 

iH ^jy 4 In service, at 290 H. Decatur, a disturbance. (6:10) 


nf^p. Em lafcrnatlaa subject nay be la a lata sodsl white Jiwtang, a lata modal 
white Hnstmng, north ca Mala, a white Hostess, the lafarcatioa vs haws an t 
sachet, ha 'a a jcung white sals, wall dressed, feasibly In a lata. iaodsLwh 
-- ■" Koataaa, wsot oerth. m Shin Street. (6*10) 

bet 6 twA6> 

map. bet 6». repeat. . 

(gap. Ctay, That 4, aay ottwr ear stIIL seeding. tbs light*? 1 
map. Okay, bcbJfJ <6*IO> 

Dlsp. “ Okay, 37V yet* a«e ahtoe 1 ta saal the area. aCT ccgpl a t el y around tbologf: 

map. Cheek, bsfc ft- (6*20> 

map. Cbaehr lashrK. (6*IC> 

map.. V repaefc. the snfear enljr. 

map. Oftha Iarjnfcn* 

. OhaattMaK;^' ? ,7'.. " u::'’ • ' • -V- ’ * 

Clap. Obey, ewapSe of tbe Tact Cnita. to rsnein cndAing. (6*33} fisspond with jcr 1 . 

: ’ •* -s*- ■ ■■" •'.5'“-*. * 

Clap. 0 iJaov Tbffh- A^ftTl ba earmlatny. (6*12) 

Clap. Tha4 35» loeaUinu. < 

Clap. Okay. 35* taka St. Joe and goard the subject. (6*111 
m»p- St. *>• Beepital, cfaaefc. 


ad, ha drojjp 
r sooth, ffccn that location, am 
" “ Iff. (TnaarHTile) 


Clap.* 3504 tbay taaa aer axal oara stopped at &to apt Bufclar, haws license- umbers. 

and Jaflnmfeln m the idntmcatdoo, aad the subjects do check okay. Is 11 

(day ftr them to laara the area? 

Clap. Cheeky bat 32. (6*12) 

map. Tact 17, tha area, la rlnetwT off, the other units ta cruise the area. (6*12) 
Clap. Car 2, St. Joe, cn the scene new. 
map. deck 360. (6*33) 

157 . 157 in aerelca. 

map. 157 In service. (6*33) 

map. 237, we have a Signal "Q* In e£bet» 

bat 14 bet 14, cruising. 
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& 

TMgm 2 b soppiajfflfr * cm. xa. Hiro rotasa ems, jk., mc, 39 

Wap* Tact J4. cruising. ( 6 rlk) 

bet 22 bet 32, cruising. 

Wap. bet 22, cruising . (6*14) 

69 6? In tarries.. 

Wap. 69 la tarries. (6*14) 

i V -- ’ 

Wap. 4 cn the seen*. ( 6 rI 4 ) 

2Q 2a la tarries. ■ 

Wap* Is that 2d la Berries? 

2a _ Chscfe 

Waju 20 la tarries. (6*15) 

Wap. be aefeer»-aal radar anttas tease* into the- Loop. ( 6 * 15 ) 


Warp. 

Wap. 

255 . 

Wsp. 

25 

Wap* 

356 

155 ' 

256 * 
255 - 

156 
Wapu 
Map. 


ser m porintette i**^ 

<*••*.355— ; 


l t* cat that tame. 

TSta first erfor* ia th* loop to cob tbs trade at fcOherry a 



25 iaserricsw (6*35) 
256 1® 155 “ 


We base sea* Wtan at Sfe. Eetlit ud gwHwy, lmjrtlng aa. up, 

Hold the* cat. unfcUL fterther notice. 

0ta^356. 

*3X wwnm to bs wtt h hsTd ttm She arse, 
bed 35^ ertdadnfc. 



Wap. 

6i»; 

Wap. 

Wap, 

Wap. 

15? 

Wap. 

Wap. 


Bs jeattng the _ 
«24S.l&rfs. A 


250^ *» here thee ca 
*26, ta r re going to 


ta hem at this Ware. The waspea was d ropp ed at 
wd yenng white xsle was seen r unni ng £rq that 
rear tala* shite Hcstaag, north <n Mels- ( 6 * 16 ) 

t the phone, atteapting to get that infernation. 

enb off trade sccfchbecmfl ca Ksta firem base* 


Okay, *34* (6*16) 

Okay, bet 7. (6*37) 

Okay, 13 a. (6*17) 

Tea get any type o* clothing description Iron the scene? 

Standly 159* •••bet 10? 

lay ear ca the scans adrlslng clothjgg description, any ear arthe 
ad7lalcg cO o t hlng description, on this sub>«t? 
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Pag* as* S3PFL3CCJ? „ 


l uo. 5U2XI5 unssa see, jh., ic, 39. 


p/vlA tb* lights up Just & alxrafce, rort.ll £ get there. - 
Olay, 404, t b» light*. are still feeing held. (6*13) 
Olay. 

201 or tbs scene. (6:19) 


Ccfc off ssae oT the radios at. the Lorraine, v» are getting too raids ffeedtac 
Cnt ot£T san» cC tin* radix*. 

That Ip, act the** radio* off and try It agt i a. 

faa&im2m **+*-*~ dark Eadr, gcaelbly blacfc, dark colored salt, also peas 
black, medtoabway build* JL yams white rale, dark hair, possibly blacky ■ 
dark saifc, possibly Stock, oadixahssvy tnild. (6*23) 


15a, tb* h o s pit al edrtsss critical condition.. (6:20) 
fay eraiser araHabt* to met *u m at St. Jc«? 

Tkwwpcrttcg to headqarfco* and 3 of £. 

414^ transporting, (6:20) 

JbbxHF, at tb* St. Joe, Boot the officer. (6*21) 

aangoote TrM*Wnrr teSW Joe,tewe-tha l io gt azaci t to- neat n* there. 

Batfttis*, reporters a r* to b* withhold fraa tbs betel at this time- (6x21) 

*TT car* attesdioir, ecs an the Lorraine Hotel call are to switch to the 2 
f beqa amy, alLTbc t grits to zeaaizx ox the 7-2 fre qriwR c y , a32L ears net cn 
eaUtoswitdxtoFm. (6:22) 

Car Jobs GastxnT 

Bo*3„3fc. femejx- 

OVay, Car 3, (6x22) Liasbaant will aset yea when w» get ate crradlabls ft 


Car 3 CKy,3- 

157 157 okay cn the tell. 

Dtflp_ Obey, 157. 

44 44 

Map. 44, SO *h*ad» 

44. Is the wrecker an the way oct hero? 

Clsp. Cheek, 44, City Lot is sending a wrecker. 

Wsp. 14. 

Wspu. 23, at 3457 So rasr, Tfcolxerthto, howling a jrlsccer. 
Wsp. Car 35 

15 15 

Wsp. 15, at 737 Hanley, a ccHptoinant. (6x33) 

15 15 


ft 4 
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PS*a» 2 #r SCPPI2S22JT f on DB. H12H2T lOTHStt EOT, J2., 3?. 

Way,; . Correction, (6:23) 

m*p- Okay, 41*. (6:23) 

m*p- 38, 1829 Ccwnlng, a ecngplalnajTfe. (6:23) 


28 28 

412 422 la aorrlca. 

Ctlsp. 422 la flsrrlcs. ( 6 : 24 ). -.rr . 

Otopw 38, tspsafc your- okay, 

38 . Olay, 38- 

Clap. (6:24) 

157 157 <a tbs seen*. 

Dlsp^ Olar, 157, (6t24> 

Olspu. 25 St. 2278- Tat hant, fct the Lamg*, a canplsdnaiifc. ( 6 : 24 ) 

25 25 

Otsp- ■' TripTrjafcl Barttatrtbs subject baa bean. fcHcved, the subject ’ ■Mpmi <K-> a ftu 
shooting has been. foUcMed north ox. Canny Huaras then ncrtb at Cuu& 3 , 
north, cat Canny TTiraaa and than north cat Thetas. Hera they la a Hastang , Te 
162 

dsp- Btagrwsab nerth at BuaM tsza. the vLc±Ed.ty of Partoray. (6:25) 

Msp- 413, switch ta r-1* (6:25) 

435 413 la «rL». 

Qlnpw 415 la service. (6:23) 

dap. Okay, advise that tbs subject rnepcasibla f hr tha sheeting is north cn Th<a 
£te*ferteisyv 

dsp*. Tfcefc 16, has lay ago va» that? 

Wapt Otey they did advise- Tfccw, okay, I nte a a tLat fcs vast north ca Theasa . 

dopw tact 17 

Map- Cloy, Tact 17, ( 6 : 26 ) 

Msp. 1CX, 68 juHup to tha city Units. 

Mspw- 17, Chelsea. and Vitkins - 

Wsp r lOU. 

Map. 100. 

Ms*. 100 . 

Ms* 38 at the scene. 

Msp. 100 standby. 

Msp. Rer. Jacks eg and Hiddlebrcok? 

Map. 150. Tact 9~bad 2erv, Jackson &nd Hlddlo brook, advising they bare a r ight tc 
go up thars, are they to be admitted? 

Disp. 100, 

JMsp. 100, tha Gcrrerncr grants to keen vhars rear can ba contacted public service „ 
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Page 2& SUEPI2H3ST ^ an . C3_ KAHXTH ECTSSa EEC, JR., M5, 39, 

Wap. Eel*y that to c*. 

Dlsp. 350, *r» jre« r*admg that? 

Clap, Gaps at 100, va aura set getting yea, going to h*re to bo relayed. 

Wap. Taak 5, go ahead, 

Wap. 523-2739, ol ay. 

435 415 in ses-rioa. -V /' 

Dlapsbcbttr Is that HlddSetrcok aadJarteca? 

0±*p. Okay, 350 adrlsos t hat It weald. b» cfcsy far than to go In. (6*30 X3S Jc$) 
»ap. 356 

2t»pw 24, raparttoheadijKrtar^ (6*30) 

Wap. 24, report tn fcead*p*rt«5».. - 

DZspw 24, t»paat to b— d^arlatra.. (6*30) 

24 24. 

15 15a»th*ac«ne_ 

Olsp. Okay, 25, (6*321 

3* 3»«tho«ar^ 

W*F- Qtar,3ff, (6*32) 

-25 25»tfaoa«n». 

Wspu 25 m the bor*. ( 6*32) 

Wap. - 156 . 

6 4 In sotics. 

Wapw 4 ixt MidMy (6*53) 

Z * Ciaaa^rA 156. 

Wap. Olay 2^ 

Wap. . 2. it 6*30- 

437 43T 3sx iwrrfcea. 

24- 24 <ftttk»SC8D» r 

Map. 24 «» th* seas*. (6*34) 

Wap. 422, la north «a r hcE»e frea Fiiastcna, behind a Htetang, with a white gala : 
It. • 

Wap. Wssagard 422, checking ca that. It's baas checked cat. ES-248?- It's oka; 

Wap. 37, at 3969 WHIongfrly. see a coeplatnant. (6*36) 

3?jS 37 

260 260 

160 

Va hacra ena of these aobila mtla at Jackson & Hollywood. Ha states be la 
teKr*» g to job fellor foUcwing a Mustang, east ax Summer £rca Hi^Isod, th* 
la aoppesed to h*7* shot King, 


Wap. 

160 
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PSg« 2 Si SUPPLSGJT 


i mu MA2H3 rtrmss mso, jb., hc, 39. 


dap- 

160 

dap. 

413 

dap- 

423 

Otop, 

425 

155 

dsp- 

160 Ssr 

dap-. 

160 

dajs- 

250 

dsp^ 

36 

daps. 

22 

dap-. 

250 

dspw 


Do«a ha have the license rruabor? 


260 has inf craatim froa & aaatfi&ixaaA. that a white teals is east on 
froa Highland, a white c&le east ca 3nsr»r frcat mehlarrf in a white 
rsspoaaiblo for this shooting. 36, - 42 1*21 down, 28, subject la 
spaed Halt nest cn. Samcier fnan Hlghlaad. 423 location. 

Poj Oar 6 Sq\3y«ood, 433.. 

PnH up to Vh±t* Station and Sonsser, 

« 433. 

425 

Has* & c*r piLL up to Ufctta Statics & Stecar sad it’s su p pos ed to h 
(UUtUiik) 

156 St- J«set±». 

415-. joo xn» Mbs =* cut- It’s rorpcsed to to a hln» 

«► Staaaor f»a*Wering- 
A2X ear® stand by, 260 repeat. 

. Sort- ca (Trswta>ls) *56 Benttao. 

26&^oa*r» *t±H being, tafc cat. Eapsafc. 

liO, that r »- north. caHetdertoll frcn 3amer, bine r 56 Pontiac. 

A blan r 6o-Pcntia c, Dearth, m KsodstribeCLL fro* Sonarr, north. 

Swcw— 36.- 

36 

22 

22 


160^. this 
26^, 


Mna tane 

eoceedir 


on Mendenhall tr* 


spading crar 65 isttsa pear bar, 
ear speeding 75 mils® per 


160 

0 ±rp«. 

260 

425 

dsp. 


425 

28 


Occupied, by three bs 2» nitrite#, 260. 


* three whit* Bales ia the ear, bias- Ptmtiao, three -white sales 
bine E enfe U c - Seceding 75 idles jar hear, north ca EsmSenhaTL iron ' 
and JOT loesfclca no r, 260? 

Standby, 360. 

415 , p«b ns car that testing call, we're at Parkins and Walnut 

®^3T, 425. idrise that It is a Use Pbotiae oc eg pied by three ***’?■» 
2a»t seen north cn Bsariovihajl froa w at a high rate of spaed. 

Olay. 


map. O&sy, 28. (6t43&... l6C, any farther inf creation? 
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Page 2 $ * 

250 

Clap* 

160 

mapu 

36 

map. 

ifio 

map- 

34 

map- 

34 

map* 

as 

Hispw ... 
160 
map- 
260 

map. 

map— 

150 

Dlap- 

37 

map. 

4V 

map. 

150 

mai» 

150 

map. 

T 6C 


S0PFL3CSIT f a n 03. MAHTT3 UTHES 102X1, JR., ISC, 39. 

. Speeding north en Jackson new, 

Blae Pontile supposed to be north on Jackson. Frca where, 150P • 

On the way to Raleigh. 

Subject- cn the tray to Babrlgfr north on Jackson, north towards Bele-tgH os 
JaeVsm, a bine Bcntiaa occupied by three white assies, these subjects &r 
sttjyeeed to be wanted for the shooting, (6:41) 

35, ask 150 IT thta ccold be a blue Pent lac ccnrortihle. 

160,1s that a convertible? 

It** xmkrears, 160, at this time. 

»•* rnknewn, 35, at this tlaa. 

QhapV 34- 

(5i52) ... ..... 

Zatai M acco, a. hltte Fcetlan Movertible occ u pied by three male whites, i 

35, adrtaes that this Ptetda* eoar e r tl hla with sen white ixx it. goto 

MittSMCtXtotBmr. 

2J la service-! 

,25 iasenrire- (6dtf) 

‘ v> ; 

0«t>» a hardtop, be went threap the light at Jacks cn and 3tag* Seed, at ■ 
sllse pr hear, «nH rm^»o north on frn—t+T. Peay. 

150, sdrlain^that this Is a bice Florida a hardtop that was seen norhbeurd 
at Jhckscn and Stage apprcglrg taly ICO miles per- hear* It's a. white : 
hhn Ptefclae ^-cce&ltng north at Jackson and Stage at a. b-i gfc rate of spaed. 

(5«H) .. . • _ 

35CL to yon bare a a mpl alnan t with yea &eze? 

X bare a aofclle trait talfrfrsg to the mobile unit- fcHorteg carv 

Sheriffs tojsrtasnt advisee that they have bad that mode vm then and did 
•e* e» PoBtlaa at an. 

Cl Twawfflrt*> 

Okay, 37. . (6*45 EEC 306) 

44. in serrice. (6i55> 

45 In sendee. (6:45) 

150 

150 

150, this white Iks tang is shooting at the bine Pontiac follcwing They 

should be going out Austin R» ay- 

150, advising the bias Pontiac Is sheeting at the white Ibstang following the 
white Mustang has a citizen's band... following this bin. Pcratiao going on cc 
Austin Be ay. The subject Is firing at the white Ifcstang. 

150, they are approaching the Hillingtca Head, that road that goes on into th 
bae» os Austin Bear. ■— 
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sctplecbt #•__ 

di. moot urma snsg, ja., mc 39 

BOA CZS S 03357 

Y, AP3XL 4, 1968, at 6:00 p,* 


K*t Suspect In the reported chase 
of a Miataag bp a Pontiac, by 
ban radio operator. 


weoaxso ht: ix. i~ a. itraa 


On 6-13-68, 1:30 p*, eh* reporting officer received a phono call from Lilliaa Haisch, 
W, living at 2636 2. Boise*, ph. 396-9332, and aha atated she wlahed Co give inforcatloa 
tegardlrg a party that nay be possibly responsible for the ham radio broadcast In coa- 
Bacdon vieh Sr. itaetLn tnrfaar Sing 'a death. S>» listed this soapact aa being a sale 
able* taarw to her only a» D. C., ago 33, driving an oil nodal biua car. 

Sho stated thla X C. caao to bar bouao last night, 6-12-63, irapririag about buying land 
and at this rim s abac no tired that ho had a microphone- in. hla dashboard, tuba had 
rsaanbeced that in the past ©. C, had asked her son if ha- would Install, a dtlnan's vtwi 
radio In his car.. She said her eon d has espaxlanse- 1 a hsa radio sets, but rafused to 
put ota in. J>„ C,*S- car because he did not have * Uctmae. 

fi»o raportsd fit, a» being a wot l re ia n. and play e guitar, and diet for- the past tau 
years he ban b easr in Baahallle playing, for the Grand Old Cory, and that It had been 
Chat long atnco she had aeeo hiss. She said that 9. C. le serried to an and 

tethar daacrlhad his earn bearing JHjaLsalppi. Ucenae, outer a Is gnknoen. She sug- 
gastad that *e could lean noco about 9X.*» ldantlty from an old nan whose aaao she 
did not lose, but he does- live near her house and she could shoe shoes the house was. 

9* C. reportedly worked, far- the old on Is. the past. 


Chairman Stokes. Anything further? 

Mr. Speiser. Nothing further, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Con- 
necticut, Mr. Dodd, for such time as he may consume. 

Mr. Dodd. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman, I will not require as much time as I had thought, 
primarily due to the rather thorough examination by counsel. 
However, I do have some questions and some comments I would 
like to solicit from you if I could, Mr. Holloman, regarding your 
testimony to our counsel. 

At what point in your relationship with J. Edgar Hoover did you 
become aware of his strong negative feelings about Dr. Martin 
Luther King? 

Mr. Holloman. I cannot give you the date. The only time, the 
first time that I had any inkling of that feeling that you refer to 
was when I read in the newspapers, in the public media, that there 
was a question as to Mr. Hoover calling Dr. King a liar. 

Mr. Dodd. At no time in the 7 years that you worked intimately 
with him in the headquarters of the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion here in Washington were you aware of Mr. Hoover's negative 
feelings and attitude about Dr. Martin Luther King and the civil 
rights movement? 

Mr. Holloman. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. How were you hand-picked by Mr. Hoover? 

Mr. Holloman. No one can answer that question I think, sir. Mr. 
Hoover made a selection and you were notified, you were trans- 
ferred and there was no explanation given you. You weren’t called 
in and said, do you want this job or I want you to have this job. 

Mr. Dodd. He didn’t interview you ahead of time? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. You had no personal interview ahead of time prior to 
your taking that position? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir, not that I can recall. 
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Mr. Dodd. Had you worked with him previously on a personal 
basis on other matters? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. The only personal relationship that I 
had with him was at one point in my career in Washington as an 
agent, I conducted tours of the Bureau, and on certain special 
occasions he would meet the individual, the single individual or 
maybe two or three individuals who wanted to meet him personally 
and he agreed to it. I on those occasions would escort them into his 
office and introduce them to him. I would say that would probably 
be the principal times that I came in personal contact with Mr. 
Hoover. 

Mr. Dodd. Turning your attention now if I could to your tenure 
as the director of fire and safety in Memphis, in your executive 
testimony you described, if I can paraphrase it, the performance by 
the Memphis Police Department during the time of the sanitation 
strike and the assassination of Dr. King, as being exemplary. Is 
that a correct 

Mr. Holloman. If I said that, I would say that today, and if I 
said that then I stand by the statement. I thought that we had a 
good, efficient police department. 

Mr. Dodd. And that during that period of time from March 28, 
1968 through the early evening hours and afterwards of April 4, 
1968, the performance of the Memphis Police Department was 
exemplary? 

Mr. Holloman. Well, I would say, looking back at it now as 
Monday morning quarterbacking, I think we made some mistakes, 
they made some mistakes. 

Mr. Dodd. So you would like to correct your characterization as 
regards the performance of the department? 

Mr. Holloman. Right, if it was in that vein at this point in time, 
[mowing what I know now, and having available to me certain 
documents which have been brought out, I would say that some 
mistakes were made, yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. I would like to go over that performance with you, 
and I appreciate your correcting the statement. 

You served as the top man. You were the director. I understand 
that that situation has now since been changed in terms of the 
structural operation of the fire departments and the police depart- 
ments, but in 1968, as director of fire and safety, you were the top 
individual, ultimately responsible for the actions of both of those 
departments in the city of Memphis? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. And that in fact, as director of that office, your word 
could change a decision all the way down the line, in any one of 
those departments? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes; I think so. 

Mr. Dodd. You had ultimate authority. Would it be fair to say 
that if there was an area of concern to you, any area, on any 
operation in the Memphis Police Department that you could find 
out what was being done? You had total access to information as 
well? 

Mr. Holloman. Oh, yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. Who was doing what, where it was being done and so 
forth? 
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Mr. Holloman. I could have found out, yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. With that description in mind, I would like to address 
some questions to you. 

Would you agree with me that Dr. King’s visit to Memphis on 
April 3 and 4 was an event that required the most serious atten- 
tion of the Memphis Police Department in that a major civil rights 
leader was coming into a southern city during a major strike, and 
that you had in front of you a most serious and volatile situation? 
Would that be a correct characterization? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir, I think so, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. And in recognition of the situation, you ordered that a 
security detail be assigned to protect Dr. King, from the time he 
arrived at the airport? Is that also correct? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. That you personally made this decision; is that correct 
as well? 

Mr. Holloman. As to protection to be provided for him? 

Mr. Dodd. For Dr. King. 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. That was your decision? 

Mr. Holloman. That is my recollection, yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. But then you have testified that this security detail, 
the one that you ordered, was removed without your permission. In 
fact, you tell us that they were removed without your being aware 
of that removal in any way whatsoever. 

Mr. Holloman. That is my recollection. 

Mr. Dodd. That no one came to you on April 4 and asked you if 
the detail could be removed? 

Mr. Holloman. That is my recollection, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. No one came to you on April 4, prior to the assassina- 
tion or even after the assassination, immediately thereafter, and 
informed you that in fact they had been removed? 

Mr. Holloman. That is my recollection. 

Mr. Dodd. That it was not until this year that you were even 
aware that they had been removed just prior to the assassination? 

Mr. Holloman. From my recollection, that is true. As I have 
testified, I believe earlier in the day, I probably was advised before 
that time, but my recollection is I did not. 

Mr. Dodd. Did it ever occur to you after the assassination, 
whether a matter of hours or even days afterwards, to inquire 
where the security people were at the time the assassination oc- 
curred? 

Mr. Holloman. I probably did but I don’t recall it, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. Didn’t you ever wonder about their performance and 
how they carried out their duties? 

Mr. Holloman. I wondered, have wondered for years, as to why 
this happened in Memphis, and why we could not or did not 
prevent the assassination; yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. Well, if you were so intrigued by that question, how is 
it that you did not know that there wasn’t anyone there until this 
year? 

Mr. Holloman. As I recall, I can’t testify that it was not until 
this year that I actually knew, and my recollection is that when I 
read that, that was my first knowledge but obviously or I would 
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assume that I knew about it before, but that is the extent to which 
I can answer your question, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. You testified that you were responsible for relieving 
Detective Redditt from his assignment at the firehouse on April 4. 
Is that also correct? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. You testified that, prior to removing Detective Redditt 
from duty, you didn't even know that he was at duty at the 
firehouse actually, did you? 

Mr. Holloman. No; I didn’t mean that my testimony would— I 
do not recall specifically the details of the assignment and so forth, 
but I must have known at the time that that detail was in the 
firehouse. 

Mr. Dodd. In other words, you were aware of the fact that 
Detective Redditt himself was in the firehouse or just that there 
was a unit in there? 

Mr. Holloman. No. Detective Redditt and his partner would 
have been on an intelligence surveillance of that kind. 

Mr. Dodd. So you were aware of the fact that he was in the 
firehouse? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes. 

Mr. Dodd. And you were responsible for removing him from the 
firehouse? 

Mr. Holloman. I accept that responsibility. I don’t know wheth- 
er he was removed before I got to my office or whether he was 
already at the office, but I assume the responsibility. 

Mr. Dodd. What I am trying to get at here is that, as I under- 
stand your testimony, the reason that you removed him was be- 
cause of what you understood to be a threat against his life. 

Mr. Holloman. I did not — — 

Mr. Dodd. Or was there some other reason? 

Mr. Holloman. I didn’t intend to convey that that was the 
reason I removed him from the firehouse, because I do not recall 
specifically whether I removed him. I will say that because of the 
threat I wanted him given protection, which would naturally be 
that he would not continue his assignment. 

Mr. Dodd. Can you think of some other reason that you might 
have removed him from firehouse other than what I 

Mr. Holloman. There would have been no other reason. 

Mr. Dodd. So the reason was that you were concerned about his 
life? 

Mr. Holloman. Right? 

Mr. Dodd. The threat made against him. 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. But you were not informed, as I understand it, of an 
FBI report received earlier that afternoon which indicated that the 
threat was in fact not against Detective Redditt but against a 
police officer in another community, another State in fact, I think? 

Mr. Holloman. That is true, assuming that that was the basis on 
which I took my action, which I cannot contradict. 

Mr. Dodd. In other words, you found out that Detective Redditt’s 
life was in danger, and you personally took an interest in that and, 
based on that threat, removed him from that situation? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Dodd. You personally got involved in it. Did Detective Red- 
ditt resist in any way the procedures that you suggested by remov- 
ing him from the firehouse? 

Mr. Holloman. None except the fact that he did not want to go 
to the motel. 

Mr. Dodd. I wonder if he had resisted your actions whether or 
not you would have canceled the protection that you provided. 

Mr Holloman. Well, I don’t know. I mean under those — with 
that “if’, I don’t know. I would say that I would have been strongly 
inclined to have disregarded his desires in the matter and provided 
him protection. 

Mr. Dodd. My point is this: I am being a little facetious, but had 
Detective Redditt suggested to you that he did not want to be 
removed from duty because of the threat on his life, I presume in 
normal operating police procedures, because you did understand 
that a threat was being posed, that in fulfilling your official obliga- 
tions, regardless of his objections, that you would have removed 
him from that potential threat. 

Mr. Holloman. Yes; I think that is correct. 

Mr. Dodd. As any police officer would do? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes. 

Mr. Dodd. With any citizen? 

Mr. Holloman. Right. 

Mr. Dodd. Is that correct? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. I presume you might be anticipating what my next 
question is. 

How is it you can give me the answer you just have, and yet with 
the major civil rights leader of the country in your city, with a 
major strike or demonstration pending, the possibility of riot, and 
that individual’s life in danger, you decide to provide him with 
security, and at the request of someone in that organization, you 
then decide to remove those security measures and thereby jeopar- 
dize that individual’s life? I don’t understand. 

Mr. Holloman. I did not testify that I removed the security, and 
I do not — my recollection is that I had no part in the decision to 
remove that security detail, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. But it was removed. 

Mr. Holloman. It was removed, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. And you had requested that it be put in place? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. Dr. King was shot at approximately what time, do you 
recall? 

Mr. Holloman. Six o’clock. 

Mr. Dodd. Six o’clock, and do you recall how many minutes 
thereafter it was that the police department in Memphis had some 
information on the alleged assassin? How shortly thereafter? 

Mr. Holloman. I would say it was within 10 minutes is my 
recollection of it. 

Mr. Dodd. So at approximately 6:10, 10 minutes after the assassi- 
nation took place, the Memphis Police Department at least had 
some description of the alleged assassination? 

Mr. Holloman. I think that the radio logs would disclose specifi- 
cally the minute when that occurred. 
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Mr. Dodd. And you heard counsel describe that at that particu- 
lar hour in time the description consisted of the following informa- 
tion: Individual white male * * * young white male, fairly well- 
dressed, driving a late model white Mustang. In your 25 years of 
police experience, would you consider that description to be ade- 
quate enough to issue an all points bulletin and to set up whatever 
barricades or seal off major arteries of the city, in order to try and 
stop that individual from escaping? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes; I would say that would have been a proper 
procedure. 

Mr. Dodd. And as I understood it from your testimony, you 
really have no explanation as to why the police department did not 
issue an all points bulletin and did not seal off the city. 

Mr. Holloman. I do not know why the person in charge of the 
dispatcher’s office did not take that action. That was his responsi- 
bility to do so. 

Mr. Dodd. I am a little confused at your responses to the series 
of questions regarding the post-assassination actions of the police 
department. Specifically, what you were doing. I understand you 
were talking to the Governor. You made mention of the fact that 
you called the Governor shortly after the assassination, as soon as 
you became aware of it, but I was a little confused as to what you 
perceived to be your sense of priority in the community at the time 
that you became aware of the assassination of Dr. King. 

Could you characterize what you perceived in your official cap- 
city to be the priorities at that particular juncture? 

Mr. Holloman. Well, up until the time that the riots actually 
occurred, I would say that the assassination of Dr. King was the 
number one priority. After we had the riot situation, then I would 
say that they were on equal priorities. 

Mr. Dodd. I am sorry, they were on equal footing? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes; after the riots had started I would say that 
they were on equal footing at that point, as far as my responsibil- 
ities to the city of Memphis were concerned. 

Mr. Dodd. Were any members of the Memphis Police Depart- 
ment ever reprimanded in any way whatsoever for failure of per- 
formance in their duties after the assassination? 

Mr. Holloman. Not to my recollection, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. The dispatcher, for instance, who might normally be 
required to issue an APB, was not reprimanded? 

Mr. Holloman. Not to my recollection. 

Mr. Dodd. The person or persons on the security units or the tact 
units were not reprimanded in any way? 

Mr. Holloman. Not to my recollection, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. As director of the fire and safety department of that 
city, did you take any action whatsoever to determine the conduct 
of your department during the assassination? 

Mr. Holloman. Not to my recollection. 

Mr. Dodd. Can you explain to this committee why you did not 
take that action? 

Mr. Holloman. I cannot explain it except I was probably in 
dereliction of my duty for not doing so but I cannot explain why 
except the fact from a few moments when the riot started I was 
completely involved in that. I was also involved for the next week, 
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the next several days, in the preparation for the memorial march 
on the following Monday, in which I was involved almost full time 
with representatives of Dr. King’s group, and with others, to ar- 
range for that memorial march under the court order. I do recall 
that. I spent considerable time over that weekend. 

Mr. Dodd. I understand that immediately thereafter you had 
your hands full, but what I am concerned about is after things had 
settled a little bit. It would appear to me that assessing the per- 
formance of your department, taking necessary steps to reprimand 
those who had failed in their duties, instituting corrective actions 
to insure that should another occurrence arise, that the mistakes 
made would not be made again, would bd the logical steps for you 
to have taken. 

Mr. Holloman. That should have been made, and I cannot ex- 
plain to you why I didn’t do it at the time except that I had other 
matters, but I have no explanation for it and I will have to accept 
the responsibility for it. 

Mr. Dodd. I would just like to — and I don’t want to appear 
unduly harsh, Mr. Holloman, in characterizing the performance of 
the Memphis Police Department. But would I be harsh if I charac- 
terized the performance of the department during that period of 
time as being at the very least, incompetent? 

Mr. Holloman. I don’t think you would be correct. I think we 
made some mistakes, and I think under the circumstances that 
were occurring at the time, I think some honest mistakes were 
made; yes, I will admit that, but to characterize the department as 
incompetent, I do not think that would be a fair characterization of 
that department. 

Mr. Dodd. Here you have a situation where you have the major 
civil rights leader in the country in your city, you have a riot 
situation looking you in the face, security guards are removed, 
tactical forces are removed, surveillance is removed, there is a 
failure to issue an all points bulletin after a description is made 
available to the department in an effort to apprehend the assassin; 
it seems to me that those are not just minor mistakes. Those are 
major mistakes in the performance of a police department, particu- 
larly in light of what should have been obvious to the casual 
observer. At least for my own part, and I am not going to speak for 
this committee, but I have to feel that my characterization is an 
accurate one. 

Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions at this time. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The committee will now operate under the 5-minute rule. 

Mr. Holloman, under questioning by Mr. Speiser earlier this 
afternoon, you made the statement, I believe I am quoting you 
accurately, “I was concerned we might have another riot because of 
Dr. King’s presence.” Do you remember that statement? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Chairman Stokes. Do you mean by that statement that Dr. 
King’s presence was in some way the cause of the first riot? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Chairman Stokes. As a matter of fact, his presence was not 
contributive to the riot, was it? 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 
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Chairman Stokes. The riot was solely caused by other individ- 
uals and circumstances; is that not true? 

Mr. Holloman. That is true, sir. 

Chairman Stokes. Now you said a few moments ago you learned 
of Dr. King’s assassination by listening to a radio in your office. 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Chairman Stokes. A police radio or public radio? 

Mr. Holloman. It was a police radio. It was a receiver that was 
in my office. 

Chairman Stokes. And immediately upon learning that, what 
specifically did you do? 

Mr. Holloman. What specifically did I do? 

Chairman Stokes. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Holloman. As I testified before, I did not take any action. I 
knew that there were commanding officers on the scene. I could 
hear from the radio dispatches what was happening. The chief of 
police was on his way to the scene. Members of the homicide 
department were on the scene. I did not take any personal action 
as far as the operations of the police department at that time. 

Chairman Stokes. But your further statement was that “Within 
30 minutes I called the Governor regarding the possibility of riots.” 
Is that correct? 

Mr. Holloman. I talked to the Governor. I don’t recall whether I 
called him or he called me, but we were talking within approxi- 
mately 30 minutes. 

Chairman Stokes. Maybe I am in error, but I thought you had 
said “I called the Governor within 30 minutes to advise him of the 
possibility of riots.” 

Mr. Holloman. If I did state that, I would like to correct it to 
say that I talked to the Governor. 

Chairman Stokes. It appears from the statements you made 
relative to the 600,000 people that you had responsibility for, and 
several other comments you have made regarding a riot situation, 
and the further statement here, “We have another riot,” it would 
appear from your testimony that you were more preoccupied with 
the possibility of a riot than concerned over the assassination of 
Dr. King; is that correct? 

Mr. Holloman. That is not correct, sir. I had a very, very great 
concern for Dr. King’s assassination, and I don’t think that your 
characterization of what I might have been thinking is true. I was 
very much concerned about that, but I was at the headquarters, 
and these men, we had a large number of men with the command- 
ing officers, with the chief of police and with the chief of detectives 
or the homicide men who were at the scene who were taking care, 
I thought, of the situation. 

And someone else had to go in a different direction, which was 
the riot, possible riot situation that would have occurred, and I felt 
that that role would probably be better served by me being in- 
volved in that rather than getting myself involved in the other 
situation which I thought was being, at that time was being han- 
dled by the commanding officer. 

Chairman Stokes. My time has expired. 

The gentleman from Ohio, Mr. Devine. 
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Mr. Devine. Mr. Holloman, what years were you in the director’s 
office? 

Mr. Holloman. As I recall, it was from 1952 until August 1959. 

Mr. Devine. And you were there more in an administrative 
capacity than having to do with substantive investigations? You 
ran the personnel in the office and you were also the appointment 
person, the persons who wanted to see the Director would go 
through you? 

Mr. Holloman. Right. It was more of an administrative than an 
executive position, as far as my being in the Director’s office was 
concerned. 

Mr. Devine. It was more supervisory, was it not, rather than 
involving yourself in cases pending before the Bureau? 

Mr. Holloman. That is true. I was not involved in the cases or 
the policies and things of that kind. I was a transmission belt from 
the assistant directors or the associate Director into the Director. 

Mr. Devine. You were the agent in charge of a number of field 
offices during your Bureau career? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir; three or four. 

Mr. Devine. You were more of a supervisor, or administrator in 
your Bureau functions than a street agent, so to speak; is that 
correct? 

Mr. Holloman. Both. I also served quite a bit on the street. 

Mr. Devine. Yes. 

Then in your capacity in Memphis, I think they called you the 
safety director, is that how you were referred to generally? 

Mr. Holloman. Director of fire and police, director of fire and 
police. 

Mr. Devine. That too was primarily an administrative job, 
wasn’t it, to oversee the operation of the department, but that the 
decisions were made by the chief of police and by the chief of the 
department, fire department? 

Mr. Holloman. That is true, and I might say that when I left 
the position, I made a recommendation which I thought should 
have been carried out, and I still think it should be, and that is 
that they shouldn’t — that there should be a director of police, a 
director of fire, no chief of police. In other words, I think your 
command structure is improper when you have got a chief of police 
and a director of police. I think that one would have been suffi- 
cient. I made that recommendation. It has never been followed. 

I also recommended that the two jobs, that there should be a 
director of fire and a director of police, and that one man should 
not handle both of them. I thought it was just too much to have 
one man handling two large departments of that kind. 

Mr. Devine. The decision to pull off security on Dr. King was a 
decision made by someone other than you. 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir, that is my recollection, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Relative to both Chairman Stokes’ and Mr. Dodd’s 
comment relative to your priorities, I think you said that you put 
equal priority on seeking the assassin as well as your concern with 
your 600,000 persons because of the riots; is that correct? 

Mr. Holloman. That is fair, yes, sir. 
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Mr. Devine. And I think that immediately following the unfortu- 
nate death of Dr. King, that riots broke out not only in Memphis 
but across America. In fact, America was on fire as a result. 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. And it was your responsibility to do what you could 
to protect the citizenry of the Memphis area; is that correct? 

Mr. Holloman. That was what I felt very strongly about. 

Mr. Devine. I think you have admitted that, like all of us that 
are Monday morning quarterbacks, that if you had it to do over 
again there would have been some things you would have done 
differently; is that accurate also? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The gentleman from North Carolina, Mr. Preyer. 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Just following up a little on Chairman Stokes’ questions about 
the rioting. The riot of the 28th appears to have been of concern to 
you. You gave that as one of the reasons for signing the security 
detail to Dr. King at the airport, and you mentioned your concern 
about rioting immediately after the assassination. 

What was the nature of the riot on the 28th? Was that what we 
have sometimes referred to here as the violence during the march 
on that date? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Preyer. This was not a separate standing riot apart from the 
march? 

Mr. Holloman. Well, it was both, sir. The violence broke out at 
the rear. That is the reason I answered the question that Dr. King 
was at the front of the march, and the violence which was breaking 
of windows and looting began at the end of the march, and then 
thereafter it became a riot throughout the entire city of Memphis. 

Mr. Preyer. So it did expand beyond the line of march. 

Mr. Holloman. Oh, yes, sir; it was all over the city. 

Mr. Preyer. How soon after Dr. King’s death did the rioting 
break out in Memphis? 

Mr. Holloman. The best of my recollection was it was within 30 
minutes or in that general time, maybe between 30 minutes or an 
hour. I can’t be any more accurate than that in my recollection. 

Mr. Preyer. You mentioned that the dispatcher had the respon- 
sibility for putting out an all-points bulletin and setting up road- 
blocks. 

Wouldn’t the dispatcher have to receive orders from somebody 
higher up to do that 

Mr. Holloman. No, sir. 

Mr. Preyer [continuing]. Rather than do that on his own? 

Mr. Holloman. Not under the policy that was in existence at 
that time. He had a great deal of authority as far as the movement 
of police under either ordinary or emergency situations, and he 
acted in that way. In other words, if any crime was committed or 
any calls come in, the dispatcher did not wait for somebody to tell 
him what to do. He was a commanding officer in the department, 
or was considered as such, and he had that authority and responsi- 
bility of doing just that, sir. 
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Mr. Preyer. So that you, under your procedure, the dispatcher 
there was the man with the responsibility and the authority to do, 
to set up, order the roadblocks set up and order an all-points 
bulletin, and neither he did it and no one else, as far as you know, 
suggested to him that he do it or asked why didn’t you do it? 

Mr. Holloman. That is my recollection, si*\ 

Mr. Preyer. There is, of course, a sinister explanation for why 
roadblocks weren’t ordered and why the all-points bulletins weren’t 
put out, namely, that someone deliberately did not do it. But the 
most benign explanation for the fact that no one in the police 
department ordered this, the only way to explain that failure, isn’t 
it that you were really concerned, the entire police department was 
concerned, about keeping the town from burning down? 

Mr. Holloman. I would say that played a large part into it, but I 
think that you should also consider the fact that with the com- 
manding officers who were on duty and who were on radio at the 
time, any one of those officers could have called in and said issue 
an all-points bulletin, or issue — so that any one of these officers out 
there could have done that. But I think that your appraisal of it is 
fairly accurate. I think there was concern, because we had just got 
through, had gone through, a very serious riot situation. 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you, Mr. Holloman. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The gentleman from the District of Columbia, Mr. Fauntroy. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you. 

Mr. Holloman, you are well aware of the allegations of conspir- 
acy that have been woven around your presence in Memphis, based 
and attributing sinister motives to a number of actions which were 
or were not taken, and you are aware that one of our responsibil- 
ities is to assess the validity of those sinister allegations. 

What has remained unresolved for me is the many things of 
which you have testified you were not aware. 

You said, for example, that while you were aware of security 
being assigned to Dr. King, as the chief executive officer you were 
not aware of that security being dropped at 5 p.m. on April 3. You 
have testified that you were not aware of any specific threats on 
the life of Martin Luther King, Jr. with respect to his return to 
Memphis, and that your reason for approving the security was that 
you were concerned about the previous appearance of Dr. King in 
Memphis around which violence erupted. 

Is that true; at least in those two instances you were not aware 
of withdrawal of security, you were not aware of specific threats on 
the life of Dr. King? 

Mr. Holloman. If I did not so testify, I should have testified or I 
will testify that what you have said is my recollection. 

Mr. Fauntroy. All right. 

Mr. Holloman. But as to a fact, I cannot say that I was not 
advised. I said my recollection is that I was not advised of that 
situation. 

Mr. Fauntroy. You have also testified that you cannot recall 
who communicated to you a threat on the life of Detective Redditt. 
Your recollection is that it was a Secret Service officer, and while 
you do not remember the specific reference to the Mississippi Free- 
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dom Democratic Party allegation, that you have the feeling that 
there were two allegations or two threats on Redditt. 

Is that your testimony? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir, that is my recollection, and that was my 
testimony of my recollection. 

Mr. Fauntroy. And you really are not aware evep though you 
know that your presence and the allegation around your presence 
has been the subject of public concern for several years. 

Mr. Holloman. Yes; I am very well aware of that. 

Mr. Fauntroy. But you can’t remember under any circum- 
stances who communicated to you or whether or not in fact there 
were two threats communicated to you. 

Mr. Holloman. If I could recall that, then that would resolve in 
my mind, and I wish I could resolve it in my recollection. 

Mr. Fauntroy. You further testified that you were not aware of 
the COINTEL program during the period that you were responsible 
as the chief executive officer in Memphis. 

Mr. Holloman. That is true. 

Mr. Fauntroy. What did you do between 1959 and 1968 when 
you took the job in Memphis? 

Mr. Holloman. Right, sir. I was agent in charge of the Memphis 
office from August until the spring, February, March or April of 
the following year, when I stepped down for health reasons and 
remained in Memphis as a special agent. I remained there until 
July of 1964, when I retired from the FBI, and then I was director 
of development at Memphis State University for about 2 years. I 
was then executive director of the Mid-South Medical Center Coun- 
cil for Comprehensive Health Planning about a year and a half, 
and then I was director of fire and police. That brings you up to 
1968. 

Mr. Fauntroy. And during that period you had no knowledge 
whatever of any activities on the part of the FBI as communicated 
through memos or otherwise to FBI agents relating to civil rights 
leaders? 

Mr. Holloman. Not that I can recall, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Were you aware of undercover agents of the 
Memphis PD working with the Invaders, among the Invaders? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Were you aware that such undercover personnel 
were on the scene at the Lorraine? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. Fauntroy. I ask unanimous consent to provide me 2 addi- 
tional minutes. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, the gentleman is recog- 
nized for 2 additional minutes. 

Mr. Fauntroy. And finally you are aware, as other members 
have indicated, Mr. Dodd in the first instance, of how troubling it 
is to us as we evaluate this allegation of conspiracy that no all- 
points bulletin was issued, and your testimony is that you were 
unaware of whether or not such a bulletin had been issued? 

Mr. Holloman. My recollection was that there was not such an 
APB issued at the time. 



329 

Mr. Fauntroy. And your recollection is that it never occurred to 
you to do that? 

Mr. Holloman. That is my recollection that it did not occur to 
me at that time to do it, myself. I was depending upon the com- 
manding officer of the police department to do what was necessary 
under the circumstances. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. McKinney. 

Mr. McKinney. Mr. Holloman, my colleague from Connecticut 
and my colleague from Washington have covered most of these 
points, but I want to clarify two basic things that bother me.. 

One of the reasons this committee sits here spending the taxpay- 
ers' money is because a great many people have written that there 
was either a conspiracy or complicity on the part of the Memphis 
Police Department and the FBI in the assassination of Martin 
Luther King. 

I remember, though it was 10 years ago, the municipal strike in 
Memphis as a really rare occurrence. Municipal employees didn’t 
make a daily habit of going out on strike 10 years ago. What even 
made it more incredible was that it was a Black against white, and 
it was basically the poor against the city establishment, and it was 
a daily subject of conversation in the eastern press, making the 
headlines. 

You sat with J. Edgar Hoover, and I understand' from your 
testimony that you interpreted his jottings on memorandum and so 
on to make sure they were carried out; is that correct? 

Mr. Holloman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McKinney. I have had the experience on this committee of 
reading many of Mr. Hoover’s jottings, and his jottings for not even 
making a telephone call were northern Siberia. Yet here you had a 
police department that totally failed to function when a national 
leader was killed. You stayed on until November of 1970, and 
nobody was demoted, fired, removed or anything else. Why? 

Mr. Holloman. As I have already testified, I cannot explain 
that, sir. I would say that it was a dereliction on my part that I 
didn’t. 

I would like to say that in the first part of your comments 
regarding the activities of the committee, that Mark Lane has 
made the allegation or made the original allegation that the con- 
spiracy evolved itself around the fact that I removed Detective 
Redditt from the security detail. I heard Detective Redditt’s testi- 
mony over the radio this morning in which he stated that he had 
nothing whatsoever to do with the security. 

Mr. McKinney. All right, I worked very hard this morning elicit- 
ing from Detective Redditt that he was never really on a security 
detail except when he presumed he was on at the airport, that he 
was in fact a Black officer hired essentially to report, to the police 
department the activities of those surrounding Martin Luther 
King, those of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and 
those surrounding the sanitation strike. But what I am trying to 
say, Mr. Holloman, is that we have to somehow or other on this 
committee make a decision as to what happened. 
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We can understand your concern because you had a city that was 
the subject of every single major newspaper in this country at the 
time. You had a Black leader who was the subject of every single 
newspaper. You were in the midst of a civil rights movement. You 
had a walking time bomb in the city of Memphis. I can’t under- 
stand how anyone would have had the temerity, having been or- 
dered by you to check out the security of Martin Luther King, to 
remove that security without reporting to you. And I can’t under- 
stand that you wouldn’t have instantaneously after the riots, or 
even a year later, fired them, be it the chief of police, right on 
down, and I don’t understand how we can answer these questions. 

You testified that you ordered security on a man who was in 
great danger, and who the last time he had visited your city had 
not caused but around whom riots had happened, and yet someone 
removes that security and is not reprimanded when in essence 
removing that security put this whole country into flames. I was 
hoping you could elucidate on why in your behalf or the mayor’s 
behalf something wasn’t done to get to the bottom of what became 
a national tragedy. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The witness, however, may go ahead and answer the question. 

Mr. Holloman. Sir, I would like to answer you by saying that 
from my experience, if that security detail of four men, operating 
as they were on an antagonistic situation, in which they were not 
welcome, they were not permitted to be in close proximity to Dr. 
King, under those circumstances I would from my experience say 
that they could not have prevented the assassination, and I think 
that has been proven in other assassinations in which even the 
greatest of the protective services of this country, the Secret Serv- 
ice, we still have had assassinations. 

Mr. McKinney. Could I ask unanimous consent for 1 extra 
minute, Mr. Chairman? 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, the gentleman is recog- 
nized. 

Mr. McKinney. I don’t think you are getting to the point of my 
question. Perhaps my question isn’t clear. I agree with you, we had 
several attorney generals testify in front of us that they would 
consider it impossible to stop a determined assassin with the whole 
Secret Service surrounding someone. But what I am talking about 
is the fact that here comes a man to Memphis, Tenn., upon whom 
you order security. The whole Nation is wondering why it was 
withdrawn. It was withdrawn by someone’s arbitrary act. A trage- 
dy happened that might have happened anyway, and nothing ever 
happened to the responsible party. 

Mr. Holloman. And which I have testified, sir, I don’t know, I 
have no recollection. You are saying you want me to asnwer as to 
why I did not take that action to find out why it was done and to 
take administrative action against the personnel involved. I have 
no explanation for it, sir. 

Mr. McKinney. I guess what I am saying is that if his arrival 
was a serious enough question so that security was ordered and 
that that security was removed, it is very difficult for us to possibly 
explain to the American people the dichotomy of that fact. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has again expired. 
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The gentleman from Michigan, Mr. Sawyer. 

Mr. Sawyer. Just one question that has been nagging me. 

I have heard the terms security and surveillance used somewhat 
interchangeably. 

Was the staff, or were any people assigned to Dr. King as secu- 
rity, or was he under surveillance by people? I assume there is a 
difference in those two terms. 

Mr. Holloman. Right, sir. The detail that went to the airport 
under Inspector Smith was a security detail, in which we wanted to 
ask his cooperation, the cooperation of his people and provide him 
security, not surveillance. They were detectives in the detective 
bureau. They had nothing to do with intelligence. 

Now the other two men who were there, they were intelligence, 
and there is a difference between surveillance, and intelligence. In 
other words, under those circumstances I am trying to differentiate 
between security as to what happened then and between those two 
groups of individuals. 

Mr. Sawyer. But a surveillance group did remain, having them 
under surveillance; is that right? 

Mr. Holloman. Surveillance could also be involved in a security 
operation, yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. But, as a matter of fact, it was really for the 
purpose of intelligence or surveillance and would quite obviously 
not be with his consent or participation. 

Mr. Holloman. That was the two men who went to the airport, 
and who were later in the fire department, and that was strictly a 
surveillance. In other words, as I recall from the documents that I 
have read since that time, that the instructions that were given to 
that group, those two men, one of the principal things was to find 
out where Dr. King was going to stay in Memphis, because we 
didn’t even know where he was going to stay, in order to anticipate 
any security at that particular place if we had known in advance 
where he was going to stay. 

Mr. Sawyer. I have nothing further, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. Holloman, at the conclusion of a witness’ testimony before 
this committee, the witness is entitled to 5 minutes in order to 
explain or amplify the testimony he has given before this commit- 
tee. On behalf of the committee, I at this time extend to you 5 
minutes for that purpose, if you so desire. 

Mr. Holloman. I have a written statement which I will make a 
part of the record, but I would like for this purpose to read that 
statement at this time, if I could, sir. 

Chairman Stokes. You may proceed, sir. 

Mr. Holloman. I have welcomed the opportunity of appearing 
before the Select Committee on Assassinations of the House of 
Representatives to assist, if possible, in establishing the truth and 
the true facts concerning the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. I have sufficient faith in providence to know that truth 
will prevail. I especially welcome this opportunity in view of the 
malicious and viciously slanderous portrayal of me through a despi- 
cable character in Abbie Mann’s television film King and in the 
grossly libelous treatment of me in Mark Lane’s book, all based on 
an unproven and ludicrous theory and unfounded allegation. 
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The erroneous inference has been left that I was an active par- 
ticipant in the conspiracy to murder Dr. King. I had not a scintilla 
or iota of a desire or motive to see any harm come to Dr. King and 
I categorically deny any implications in his death either directly or 
indirectly. One of the greatest disappointments in my life has been 
that Dr. King was assassinated and that he was assassinated in 
Memphis. My actions before and after this death give unequivocal 
evidence of that statement. In addition, no reasonable and prudent 
person could possibly believe any director of fire and police would 
want such an assassination to occur in his city knowing full well 
the riotous conditions which would follow immediately. 

Our concern for Dr. King’s safety is evidenced by the fact a 
detail of officers was dispatched to the airport when he arrived on 
April 3, 1968, for the purpose of offering police protection to him. 
This offer was declined. At that time our efforts to even learn his 
destination in Memphis were futile. We did not learn of his plans 
to stay at the Lorraine Motel until he arrived at that location. We 
then provided him the best security we could under the circum- 
stances. Even with full cooperation it is practically impossible to 
prevent an assassination of this kind as has been proven in other 
assassinations of that period. If there were measures we should 
have taken to prevent this tragic occurrence and didn’t, as viewed 
10 years after the fact, it was not because we did not have extreme 
concern for Dr. King’s safety and welfare. We thought at the time 
under the existing circumstances we were doing our best to provide 
security for Dr. King. No criticism whatsoever as to our handling 
of the matter came to my attention from any quarter. 

As for the matter of removing Detective E. E. Redditt from the 
observation or surveillance post at the fire station, which has been 
a principal concern of this committee as well as the principal 
theory of a television feature film producer and an assassination 
buff author of a book, the fact remains, and it has not been disput- 
ed, that a threat was made against Detective Redditt’s life. In view 
of the fact he and Patrolman Richmond, both Black officers, had 
been the department’s principal source of information as to the 
activities and plans of the demonstrators during the sanitation 
strike, we felt especially sensitive regarding any threats against 
either of these officers. It was the rational and logical course of 
action under the circumstances to provide Detective Redditt and 
his family security. To do otherwise would have been a callous 
dereliction of duty and human decency. 

My recollection after more than 10 years is that the threat 
against Detective Redditt was made by the Revolutionary African 
Movement (RAM) and that we were advised of it by a Federal 
officer who I recall as being a member of the U.S. Secret Service. It 
was and is my recollection there were two separate threats other 
than local ones. For over 2 years I have sifted through my memory 
as to the source of the threat. I have not been able to further 
clarify my recollection. 

Regardless of my recollection, however, the stark fact remains, 
without dispute, that Detective Redditt’s life was threatened as 
reported to us and was sufficient to dictate that action be taken to 
provide him security. This action was not taken solely by myself 
but was concurred in by other department officers at the time. 
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Detective Redditt did not at that time, nor has he since, questioned 
the legitimacy of the threat. His only reaction at the time was that 
he was not personally afraid. And his courage has never been 
questioned especially as evidenced by his service to the department 
during the sanitation strike. Detective Redditt has never since that 
time raised any question with me in any way concerning the action 
which was taken. I have seen him on numerous occasions during 
the past 10 years, including a meeting on the street in the spring of 
1976 when he advised me of his then intentions to run for Congress 
as a Republican against the incumbent congressman, Harold Ford. 
He did not at that time or at any other time raise the question of 
any doubt as to my actions on April 4, 1968. 

In view of the physical location of the fire station, it would have 
been impossible for Detective Redditt or a score or more officers at 
that location to have prevented the assassination. It would not 
have been physically possible from that location to have even seen 
from where the shot was fired. Patrolman Richmond, as dedicated 
a professional officer as any I’ve known, was at the fire station and 
observed Dr. King when he was shot and he was in no position to 
prevent the assassination and could not do so. Detective Redditt 
could not have either and I believe he has so testified in executive 
session before this committee. Memoranda prepared contemporane- 
ously with the events by Redditt and Richmond, and especially by 
Patrolman Richmond, and contained in the homicide files of the 
department should dispel all doubts as to the nature of the assign- 
ment (it being one of surveillance and not of security) and the 
effectiveness of these men at the fire station. I believe the commit- 
tee has interviewed Detective Redditt and Patrolman Richmond 
and that they will testify before this committee. I respectfully 
request that the statements of Redditt and Richmond as contained 
in the homicide files and which I have furnished this committee be 
made a part of the record of these hearings. 

The records will reflect Detective Redditt was removed from his 
post at approximately 4 p.m. on April 4, 1968. Since I was in 
Federal court all day that day and considering the time when Dr. 
King was shot, I do not believe Detective Redditt was removed 
after I returned from court but that he was at the department and 
had already been removed. 

There apparently has been a persistent effort to prove a theory 
or allegation that the FBI engaged in a conspiracy to asssassinate 
Dr. King aud that I, because of my past association with the FBI, 
was a party to that conspiracy. It is unbelievable to me that the 
FBI would even entertain such an idea. It is ludicrous and prepos- 
terous that I would be a party to such a thing either directly or 
indirectly. And now lately, as reported in the news media, the 
ridiculous charge has been made that former and off-duty FBI 
agents assassinated Dr. Martin Luther King. Anyone, for whatever 
evil or ulterior purposes, can dream up preposterous theories and 
charges. Proving those theories or charges with truth and facts is 
another matter and has not been accomplished. 

I have been deeply disturbed that in view of my public service 
and reputation in the community, I have been viciously and delib- 
erately maligned and slandered— apparently without recourse. 
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I, more than any other living person, wish the truth to be estab- 
lished. My faith in my God sustains me and assures the truth will 
prevail and that my good name and reputation will prevail. 
Chairman Stokes. Thank you, Mr. Holloman. 

Mr. Speiser. I would move that Mr. Holloman’s statement be 
entered into the record. 

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be made a part of 
the record. 

[The prepared statement follows:] 

Statement of Frank C. Holloman 

I have welcomed the opportunity of appearing before the Select Committee on 
Assassinations of the House of Representatives to assist, if possible, in establishing 
the truth and the true facts concerning the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. I have sufficient faith in providence to know that truth will prevail. I 
especially welcome this opportunity in view of the malicious and viciously slander- 
ous portrayal of me through a despicable character in Abbie Mann’s television film 
“King” and in the grossly libelous treatment of me in Mark Lane’s book, all based 
on an unproven and ludicrous theory and unfounded allegation. 

The erroneous inference has been left that I was an active participant in a 
conspiracy to murder Dr. King. I had not a scintilla or iota of a desire or motive to 
see any harm come to Dr. King and I categorically deny any implications in his 
death either directly or indirectly. One of the greatest disappointments in my life 
has been that Dr. King was assassinated and that he was assassinated in Memphis. 
My actions before and after his death give unequivocal evidence of that statement. 
In addition, no reasonable and prudent person could possibly believe any director of 
fire and police would want such an assassination to occur in his city knowing full 
well the riotous conditions which would follow immediately. 

Our concern for Dr. King’s safety is evidenced by the fact a detail of officers was 
dispatched to the airport when he arrived on April 3, 1968, for the purpose of 
offering police protection to him. This offer was declined. At that time our efforts to 
even learn his destination in Memphis were futile. We did not learn of his plans to 
stay at the Lorraine Motel until he arrived at that location. We then provided him 
the best security we could under the circumstances. Even with full cooperation it is 
practically impossible to prevent an assassination of this kind as has been proven in 
other assassinations of that period. If there were measures we should have taken to 
prevent this tragic occurrence and didn’t, as viewed ten years after the fact, it was 
not because we did not have extreme concern for Dr. King’s safety and welfare. We 
thought at the time under the existing circumstances we were doing our best to 
provide security for Dr. King. No criticism whatsoever as to our handling of the 
matter came to my attention from any quarter. 

As for the matter of removing detective E. E. Redditt from the observation or 
surveillance post at the fire station, which has been a principal concern of this 
committee as well as the principal theory of a television feature film producer and 
an assassination buff author of a book, the fact remains, and it has not been 
disputed, that a threat was made against detective Redditt's life. In view of the fact 
he and partrolman Richmond, both black officers, had been the department’s princi- 
pal source of information as to the activities and plans of the demonstrators during 
the sanitation strike, we felt especially sensitive regarding any threats against 
either of these officers. It was the rational and logical course of action under the 
circumstances to provide detective Redditt and his family security. To do otherwise 
would have been a callous dereliction of duty and human decency. 

My recollection after more than ten years is that the threat against detective 
Redditt was made by the Revolutionary African Movement (RAM) and that we were 
advised of it by a Federal officer who I recall as being a member of the U.S. secret 
service. It was and is my recollection there were two separate threats other than 
local ones. For over two years I have sifted through my memory as to the source of 
the threat. I have not been able to further clarify my recollection. 

Regardless of my recollection, however, the stark fact remains, without dispute, 
that detective Redditt’s life was threatened as reported to us and was sufficient to 
dictate that action be taken to provide him security. This action was not taken 
solely by myself but was concurred in by other department officers at the time. 
Detective Redditt did not at that time, nor has he since, questioned the legitimacy of 
the threat. His only reaction at the time was that he was not personally afraid. And 
his courage has never been questioned especially as evidenced by his service to the 
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department during the sanitation strike. Detective Redditt has never since that 
time raised any question with me in any way concerning the action which was 
taken. I have seen him on numerous occasions during the past ten years, including 
a meeting on the street in the spring of 1976 when he advised me of his then 
intentions to run for Congress as a Republican against the incumbent Congress- 
man, Harold Ford. He did not at that time or at any other time raise the question of 
any doubt as to my actions on April 4, 1968. 

In view of the physical location of the fire station, if would have been impossible 
for Detective Redditt or a score or more officers at that location to have prevented 
the assassination. It would not have been physically possible from that location to 
have even seen from where the shot was fired. Patrolman Richmond, as dedicated a 
professional officer as any I’ve known, was at the fire station and observed Dr. King 
when he was shot and he was in no position to prevent the assassination and could 
not do so. Detective Redditt could not have either and I believe he has so testified in 
executive session before this committee. Memoranda prepared contemporaneously 
with the events by Redditt and Richmond, and especially by Patrolman Richmond, 
and contained in the homicide files of the department should dispel all doubts as to 
the nature of the assignment (it being one of surveillance and not of security) and 
the effectiveness of these men at the fire station. I believe the committee has 
interviewed Detective Redditt and Patrolman Richmond and that they will testify 
before this committee. I respectfully request that the statements of Redditt and 
Richmond as contained in the homicide files and which I have furnished this 
committee be made a part of the record of these hearings. 

The records will reflect Detective Redditt was removed from his post at approxi- 
mately 4:00 p.m. on April 4, 1968. Since I was in Federal court all day that day and 
considering the time when Dr. King was shot, I do not believe Detective Redditt was 
removed after I returned from court but that he was at the department and had 
already been removed. 

There apparently has been a persistent effort to prove a theory or allegation that 
the FBI engaged in a conspiracy to assassinate Dr. King and that I, because of my 
past association with the FBI, was a party to that conspiracy. It is unbelievable to 
me that the FBI would even entertain such an idea. It is ludricrous and preposter- 
ous that I would be a party to such a thing either directly or indirectly. And now 
lately, as reported in the news media, the ridiculous charge has been made that 
“former and off-duty FBI agents assassinated Dr. Martin Luther King.” Anyone, for 
whatever evil or ulterior purposes, can dream up preposterous theories and charges. 
Proving those theories or charges with truth and facts is another matter and has 
not been accomplished. 

I have been deeply disturbed that in view of my public service and reputation in 
the community, I have been viciously and deliberately maligned and slandered — 
apparently without recourse. 

I, more than any other living person, wish the truth to be established. My faith in 
my God sustains me and assures the truth will prevail and that my good name and 
reputation will prevail. 

Mr. Speiser. As an exhibit. 

Chairman Stokes. That should also include the two reports that 
Mr. Holloman made reference to. 

Anything further? 

Thank you very much. You are excused, sir. 

There will be a meeting of the King subcommittee in room 304 
immediately following this public hearing. 

There being nothing further to come before the full committee at 
this time, the committee is adjourned until 9 a.m. Monday morn- 
ing. 

[Whereupon, at 5 p.m., Friday, November 10, 1978, the select 
committee adjourned, to reconvene at 9 a.m., Monday, November 
13, 1978.] 
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